






.IZZJi. 


















io A\ji i-aov 

HENRIETTA, COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK, 

ANl> IfLR SECOND HUSBAND^ 

TIIK HON. GEOIIGKUJERKELEY 

rilOM 1712 TO 1767. 


ll[i>TOKICAr.. IIIORRAPHU’AL, AND CKPLANATORV 

NOTES. 


IN TWO VOLUMES. 

,VOL. I. 

V. / 


LONDON: 

JOHN MURRAY, ALHEMARLE-STREET. 


18;iL 






lUOGRAPHICAL NOTICE. 

I I V 


Henrietta Hobart was the eldest daugh¬ 
ter of Sir Henry Hobart, the fourth baronet 
of his family, and sister of Sir John Hobart, 
who was successively created a Knight of 
the Hath, Ilaron Hobart, and Earl of Buck- 
iT)ghainshire. 

The exact date of her birth is nowhere 
preserved. But as she is stated to have 
died in 1767, at tlie age of seventy-nine, it 
seems that she was bom about 1688. 

She married (about 1708) the Honourable 
Charles Howatd, (third son of Henry, fifth 
Earl of Sui&lk,) who, in 1731, became, by 
the deaths of his nephews and two elder 
broilu'i’s, ninth Earl of Suffolk. 



The match was proSably in no point of 
view a prudent one. The lady’s father had 
been killed in a duel, when she was an in¬ 
fant ; her only brother was, at the period 
of her marriage, about fifteen years of age, 
and she herself but a very few years older. 
It is therefore not likely that the propriety 
of the connexion M'as very carefully con¬ 
sidered on her part. It is certain that the 
union was fiir from ibrtuuate. 

Mr. Howard has I>een characterised by 
Mr. Horace Walpole as in the last degree 
Worthless and contemptible. It may be 
doubted whether his errors deserved such 
severe epithets. His temper was indeed 
violent, and his feelings not delicate; but 
the circumstances in ^vhich he and Mrs. 
Howard subsequently found themselves, 
were such as might excuse some impa^ 
tience on either side. Kven the outset of 
their career was not happy. Mr. Howard 
seems to have had no patrimony, and the 
lady’s fortune — £ 6000—tliough consider- 
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able ‘ for that day» was not alo^e 
ibr the maintenance of a family of their 
raoik. Of this sum -£ 4000 had been settled 
oil iVLrs. Howard — the other £ 2000 was at 
the disposal of the husband. This was soon 
dissipated, and the interest of the former 
sum became the only income of the young 
couple. 

About this time the eyes of the nation 
Iiegan to be directed to the Hanoverian 
succession, and (on what particular induce¬ 
ment or introduction is not now known) 
Mr, and Mrs. Howard repaired to the 
court of Hanover, where Mrs. Howard.had 
the honour of lieing peculiarly distinguished 
by the Jilectress Sophia, a princess who, 
notwithstanding her advanced age, had pre¬ 
served all her discernment, intelligence, and 
»vivacity. Her Uoyal Highness died some 


* Walpole, with an inaccuracy which every where eha- 
raclerisos his account of Lady Suffolk's early lifcT 
slic had only the slender fortune of an ancient baronet's 
ilaii^hfer. 
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wedcs before Queen Anne, but Mrs. I toward 
had 'become equally acceptable to the bjle&( 
toral Princess, Caroline of Anspaeh; and, 
on the accession of George I., Mr. Howard 

L 

was named groom of the bedchamber to 
the King, and Mrs. Howard was appointed 
one of the bedchamber-women to the new 
Princess of Wales. 

The elder Whig politicians became mi¬ 
nisters to the King. The most promising 
of the young lords and gentlemen of the 
party, and the prettiest and liveliest of the 
young ladies, formed the new court of the 
Prince and Princess of Wales. The apart¬ 
ment of the bedchamber-woman in waiting 
became the fashionable evening rendezvous 
of the most celebrated wits and beauties. 
In this brilliant circle were formed the in¬ 
timacies ’and friendships which produced 
the following correspondence. 

'I'liough Miss Jlellenden,.one of the maids 
of honour, bore away the palm of beauty, 
and her colleague, Miss Lepell, tliat of 
grace and wit, Mrs. Howard's good sense, 
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amiability, and sweetness of teinper ^nd 
manners, made her a universal ^vourite; 
and it was her singular good fortune to be 
at once distinguished by her mistress, and 
beloved by her companions. 

It is still more remarkable, that though 
her favour with the Prince seemed gra¬ 
dually to increase, that with the Princess 
kept pace with it. This latter circum¬ 
stance should, it may be thought, have 
prevented any scandal which might other¬ 
wise have arisen from the former; biit al¬ 
though, as ^V'alpolc allows, that “ the pro¬ 
priety and decency of Mrs. Howard’s be¬ 
haviour were so great that she was always 
treated as if her character never had been 
questioned—her friends affecting to sup¬ 
pose that her connexion with the Prince had 
been confined to pure friendship,”—yet the 
world certainly suspected a more tender 
attachment; and Walpole has, in his llemi- 
jiisceiices, made direct charges of this na¬ 
ture, with such confidence and particularity, 
that the transitory scandal of the day has 
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been, on his authority, embodiotl in the 
graver pages of' history. 13 ut a careful 
jxinisal of all I^atly Suffolk’s original papere 
obliges the editor to declare, that he not 
only finds a large proportion of Walpole’s 
anecdotes to be unfounded'’ ; but that he has 
not, in Mrs. Howard’s correspondence with 
the King, nor the notes of her conversations 
with the Queen, nor in any of her most 
eonddential paj)ers, found a single trace of 
the feeling which Walpole so confidently 
impttte.s. 

Lady Suffolk, in her old age, became Mr. 
Walpole's neighbour, and their acquaint- 

^ Some of tho iiKion.'iisteiidca of Wfll|>ok's statement arc 
Gvulent on tlje very face of tlic story* He says tlie Priiiee 
look no notice of Mrs. Howard, till, on Miss Bellcndcn's 
marriage, he transferretl lits altcntioris from tlic latter ti» 
the former. Miss Bellenden was not married till 17120, 
at which time Mrs^ Howard had been nearly i^n year^ in 
the Priticess'^s family. Again ; he states that Mr, How¬ 
ard's jealousy became outrageous before tlie Prince ro- 
movetl from St* James's to Leicester Fields ; iliat rnnovid 
took place in 1717, yet Walpole dates, as we have seen, 
11*^wardfavour only from 17^20* 
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ance grew into intimacy; but mosfc of what 
lie relates of her early, life he had fronirhis 
fatlier and his father’s friends, who were 
inilamed with violent personal and political 
prejudices against Mrs. Howard. It is 
therefoi’e not surprising that stories, thus 
envenomed by faction, should be often un¬ 
founded, and always exaggerated. Wal¬ 
pole had, moreover, a decided antipathy to 
George the Second; and the friendship of 
his later years for Lady SulFulk was not 
strong enough to control his early inclina¬ 
tion to depreciate that monarch. Individual 
instances of his mistakes and misrepresenta^ 
tions will appear in the notes; but it is 
necessary thus generally to state, that all 
his anecdotes relative to George the Second 
and Mrs. Howard must be received with 
great caution. 

There is no doubt tliat Mr. Howard 
took some violent steps to remove his lady 
from her situation' in the Princess’s family; 
and this circumstance the world admitted, 



and Walpole* quotes!, aH proof tliat thm^ 
was reason for the jgalousp of the hnsbantl. 
tt a]>pears, however, that—in this inference, 
jas to Mr. Howard’s motives—the world and 
Walpole were certainly mistaken. 

It is well known, that withinf a vdry few 
years after their arrival in England, a dif¬ 
ference broke out between George the 
First and his son; this rupture was not 
only violent but public, and never was com¬ 
pletely healed. The old King’s resentment, 
open as it was against his son, was still 
more rooted against the princess, whom to 
his fomiliars he used, with a whimsical mix¬ 
ture of respect and rage, to designate as 
“ cette (Hahlexae Mmhtmf; Irt Princesse** In 
this unhappy dispute Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
were soon involved. He was groom of the 


la hifl acoaiml of this aflhir, though lie sajfs he hiitl it 
from Lady Stdfolk's lijis, lie tuakeis yo many miylakc;^ in 
dales aiitl other itsccrtamcd civeinnslaiicoy, as to tlmnv 
great doubt ou Ida credit. 
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iH-tlehiiinbcr to the King. She .mwis ’ tii- 
vourito to diablenst Madauke in 

cesse.*' It is therefore not surprising that 
they ^ould have been estranged from one 
another, when the quarrel ran so high that 
even the casual visitors at one court were, 
by notice in the London Gazette, forbidden 
to appear at the other. As Mrs. Howard’s 
iavour increased, she became a more raarhed 
abject of the King’s hostility—not so much 
on her own })ersonal account, us on that 
of the Prince and Princess; and at last,= by 
his majesty's yosuive commands^ as appears 
from Mr. Howard’s own letters, this gen¬ 
tleman was induced to endeavour to sc- 
l^arate his wife from the Princess. Wal¬ 
pole imputes, as we have stated, Mr. How¬ 
ard’s proceedings to jealousy, and it is now 
impossible to prove a negative on such 
a subject; but the Editor can assert, that 
in no jiart of his correspondence does 
Mr. Howard allege* any such feeling. He 
grounds liis proceedings on the King’s po¬ 
sitive commands; though lie also admits 
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that be himself bad a separate object of his 
own ; namely, to oblige his lady to enter 
. into some legal settlements of lier property, 
which her lawyers advised her to resist. 

Walpole further states that Mr. Howard 
procured the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
be the bearer of a letter from him to his 
wife, commanding her to return to conjugal 
obedience; and he adds that the Princess 
had the malicious pleasure of delivering this 
letter to her rival. This anecdote affords 
a striking instance of the mode of misre¬ 
presentation in which the whole subject 
has. been treated. The letter which Wal- 
pole alludes to is in existence. It is not 
a letter from Mr. Howard to his lady, but 
from the Archbishop to the Princess; and, 
although his Grace urges a compliance with 
Mr. Howard’s demand of the restoration 
of'his wife, he treats it not as a matter be¬ 
tween them, but as an attack on the Princess 
herself: whom the Archbishop considers as 
the direct protectress of Mrs. Howard, and 
the immediate cause of her resistance. So 
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that, ill this letter at least, there is mr^und 
tor imputing to Mrs. Howard any rk&lry 
with the Princess, or to the Princess any 
malicious jealovstf of Mrs. Howard. 

These unhappy disputes lasted as long as 
(Jcorge the First lived, but when its cause 
ceased, Mr. Howard’s violence began to 
subside. 'The question, as to the settlement 
of the property, was speedily arranged, and 
a formal separation lietween the parties was 
clfected. 

It has been thought necessary to sa5' dtus 
much oir this subject—(which ought never 
to have been brought into public discu^ion) 
—because, mis-stated and misrepresented, 
it has found its way not merely into books 
of anecdotes, but, as we have already hinted, 
into respectable historical works. 

In the arrangement of this disagreeable 
affair, Mrs. Howard was assisted by Gay 
■and Arbuthnot; and it was abbut this time 
that these gentlemen and Pope introduced 
Dean Swift to her. 'Phe particulars of 
Swift’s acquaintance with Mrs. Howard will 
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l>e found ill their correspondence: by a 
[lerusal of wliich, sonic imputations against 
the Doan, of duplicity and ingratitude, 
tvliicli have obtained general belidi will be 
disproved. 

In 17 .S 1 Mr. Howard succeeded to the 
Earldom of S ulfolk; and as the new Coun¬ 
tess could no longer liold the subordinate 
situation of bedchamber-w orn jfii, the Queen, 
in ii way wliich proved that Lady Suflfijlk’s 
favour, with her fit least, was undiminished, 
made, by her own ])er.sonal influence, an 
arrangement by which the Counless became 
mistress of the ro)>es. 

This office gratified all I..ady Suffolk’s 
wishes. Her health never ha<l been good ; 
she was liable to frajuent disorders of the 
head, and afflicted with a constitutional 
rheumatism; she was, moreover, naturally 
fond of quiet and retirement, and the joint 
place of bedchamber-woman and* favourite 
to the Queen imposed upon her an un¬ 
remitting course of attendance and sub¬ 
jection, of which the more indulgent cti- 
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quette of the court in later days, aifords us 
no idea. 

f*- 

Eminently disinterested, the only pe¬ 
cuniary favour she seems to have derived 
from her royal master and mistress, for so 
long aiid'^o assiduous a service, was some 
assistance toward.s the acquisition of the 
little villa of Warble-Hill, near Twickenham; 
the original c«iBt of wliidi, however, with all 
the subsequent buildings, did not exceed 
ten or twelve tlmusand ppjiids; but what 
it may have wanted in magnificence was 
supplied in comfort and taste. Lords Bur¬ 
lington and l*cmbroke designed the liousc; 
Lord liathurst and Mr. Pope laid out the 
gardens; and Gay, Swift, and Arbuthuot, 
had constituted themselves superintend- 
aiits of the household. To this retreat Lady 
Suftblk's new office permitted her frequently 
to retire, and every fresh visit rendered her 
more reluctapt to leave it for the fastidious 
formality or the more intolerable tracasseries 
of the court; which, even in the days of 
her youth and her dcptmdence, were re- 
-piignant to her habits and feelings. 

I) 


VOI,. I. 
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The dciith of her liusbiind, Lord Suffolk, 
ill 1733, and a consequent increase of in¬ 
come, made her stiU more inde^iendcnt; 
and in 1734 she resigned her office, and 
formally retired from court. 

In 1735 she married the lion. George 
Berkeley, the ypungest son of the second 
liarl of Berkeley, of whom not much is re¬ 
membered. Me was mastcr^of St. Cathe¬ 
rine's in the Tower; and served in the last 
parliament of C^rge 1., and in the first of 
Cieorge II., as member for Dover. 

Liidy Suffolk had, as we liavc seen, long 
wished to retire A'om court, but that stop 
was probably accelerated by Mr. BerkcleyVi 
addi'esscs, as their union immediately fol¬ 
lowed the resignation of Her office of mistress 
of the queen’s robes. They lived—as ap¬ 
pears, not from their correspondence only, 
but from Lady Suffolk’s testimony after Mr. 
Berkeley’s decease (in 1746)—^in great cor¬ 
diality and affection. 

Lady Suffolk had by her first fiusbnnd 
an only son, wlio succeeded his father as 
tenth Earl of Suffolk, and was tlic last of 
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his branch. He seems to have had but 
little intercourse with his mother, and in¬ 
deed little is known of him, but that he 
married in 1735 Miss Sarah Inwen, and that 
he died without issue in 1745, at the age 
of .35 

Uy Mr. Berkeley Ljidy Suffolk had no 
children; but she endeavoured to fulhl those 
duties so deifr to the fcmalh heart, by suc¬ 
cessively adopting and educating her niece, 
Lady Dorothy Hobart, an#her grand niece. 
Lady Dorothy’s daughter by Col. Hotham. 

“ Lady Suffolk,” says Walpole, “ was of 
a just height, well made, extremely fair, 
with the finest Hght-brown liair; was re¬ 
markably genteel, and always well dressed 
with taste and simplicity. Those were 
her personal channs\ for her face was re- 

* The pcerrif^s say 39; and in tlefercnce to their 
authority Lord Suffolk is stated in the tbUowinj^ pages 
(voL i. p. 28) to have been born about 1706; but sub¬ 
sequent inquiries induce me to believe lliat he was boru 

in 171 a 

^ Areltdencon Coxe’s aecoiint luot'c flattering to Mrs- 

b Si 
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gular qud agreeable rather than b^autitjul; 
and those attractions slie retained with 
little diminution to her death, at the age of 
79. Her mental qualifications were not so 
shining; her eyes and countenance shelved 


Howard*!^ personal and less u* those of her mind ; 

but the editor docs not know on what authority ]iis 
dcscripUoii rests: it*is coiitradiclod by''Walpole, as well 
as by her earlier aci|tjaiiiiaiicej and we may add^ itiat liur 
Jetters give a niueli more favourable picture of licr iiudcr- 
^Laiiding than her portraits do of iiiTbcatily- 

Mrs- Howard (says (*oxc) lun-iug ingnitiatcd her¬ 
self into the favour of Queen (*awline when dcrtoral 
princess^ accompanied her to England, and bt^me her 
bed-chamber woman. If we were to draw our estiniatc of 
the understanding of Mrs* Howard from the repicseiita- 
lions of Pope, Swift, and during the time of her 

favour, wc might suppose tfiat she posscsswl every accom¬ 
plishment and g04>d quality which were ever the lot of a 
ivoinan. The real truth is, tlmt Mrs. Howard was more 
remarkable for beauty than for undci^tanding, and the 
passion the king entertained for her was rather derived 
from cliance than Irom any combi nation of those tran- 
scendant qualities which Pope and Swift ascribed to their 
court divinity—Coxe*s Life of Sir Jl. \Val|>olc, vol. i* 
p* siso. 



her character, which was grave and mild. 
Her strict love of truth and her accurate 
mcr!«ory were always in unison. She ^as 
discreet without being reserved; and having 
no Imd qualities, and being constant to her 
connexions, she preserved uncommon re¬ 
spect to the end of her life®.” 

No person who could pretend to court 
fiivour was ever more disinterested and 
moderate in the exercise of her influence 
than Lady Suffolk. For herself she ac¬ 
quired nothing but Marblo-Ifill, and for 
her tainily as Uttlc. Her brother, indeed, 
was creat(*tl a peer, after the accession of 
(Icorgc thcSecoiid; but though this favour 
has been entirely charged to her account, it 
may be doubted bow justly. Sir FTciiry Ho¬ 
bart was a baronet of the original creation 
of that order—a knight of tlie natli—had 
been in parlianu'iil ever .si?ice tlie Hanover 
accession—represented, at the time of his 
advanccinenl, ll»c eouuty of Norfolk,—his 


JUuNniM'OlRC''. 
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colleague, Sir I'homas Coke (who certainly 
had no support from Mrs, Howard) was 
created a peer on the same day— and, 4ong 
after Lady Suffolk had retired from court, 
and, when every shadow of her influence 
liad vanished, he was raised to the earldom 
of Jluckinghanishire. That she may have 
contributed to her brother’s peerage, is na¬ 
tural and likely■; but that it was any undue 
or violent exercise of influence, the other 
circumstances disprove; and indeed the 
only reproach which wc fmd her friends 
making against her^, is the extreme re¬ 
luctance which she always manifested to 
ask favours for those who thought they 
had claims upon iier interference. 

This moderation, laudable, whether it 
arose from her prudence or her temper, 
has been the foundation of many complaints 
and imputations against her. Sivift rallied 
her for being willing to employ her influence 
in favour of those only who did not need it; 


^ See SwifVs Character, 
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and Pope is suspected of recording, in al¬ 
lusion to her, that 

A " 

n 

“ Cliioc wants a Jieart.'^ 

On the other hand, the friends of Sir Ro¬ 
bert Walpole endeavoured to deprive her 
of the merits of this disinterestedness by 
imputing it not to moderation, but to ne¬ 
cessity. They represent Queen Caroline as 
so jealous of lier, as to take every occasion 
not ojily of mortifying her personally, but 
of thwarting any one who was unlucky 
enougli to have Ivor countenance. This 
o[)iiiioii, alike injuiious to the Queen and 
T.ady S'uifolk, has been cliiefly supported 
by the instances" of (Jay, Lord Chesterfield, 
and JiOrd Bathuvat. 'i’he statement with 
regard to Ciiy will be showai in the notice 
before his first letter (vol. i. p. 31,) to be at 
least exaggerated: that, as to Lord Chester¬ 
field, will appear (see notes to his letters, 


" See Walpole’s lleiTiiiii^ccnccSj and CovcV Life of Sir 
H. Wiilpolc, vol ii. p. 
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voL ii. pp. 63 and 83,) to be wholly un¬ 
founded. As to Lord Bathurst, the de¬ 
tection of the mis-statement, though not so 
direct, is yet almost as convincing. 

The story, as related by Walpole, is as 
follows;—“ All those who had been dis- 
“ gracctl at court, had, to pave their future 
“ jiatli to favour, and to secure the fall of 
“ Sir Robert ^Valpole, sedulously, and no 
“ doubt zealously, dedicated themselves to 
“ the supposed favourite; Boiiiigbroke se- 
” cretly, his friend Sv ift openly, cultivated 
“ Mrs. Howard: and the neighbourhood of 
“ Rope's villa to Richmond facilitated their 
“ intercourse; though his religion forbad 
“ his entertaining views beyond those of 
“ serving his friends. Lord Bathurst, an- 
“ other of that connexion, and Lord Ches- 
“ tei’fickl, too early for his interest, founded 
“ their hopes on Airs. Howard's influence; 

but astonished and disappointed at bnd- 
“ ing Sir Robert not shaken from his seat, 
“ they determined on an experiment that 
“ sliould be tlu‘ touchstone of Mrs. Howard's 
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“ credit. They persuaded her to demand 
“ of the new king an earl’s coronet for Lord 
“ Bathurst—she did—the queen put in her 
« veto—and Swift m despair returned to 

Ireland, to lament Queen Anne and curse 
“ Queen Caroline, under the mask of pa- 
“ triotism, in a country he abhorred and 
“ despised'*.” 

Qn this it is to be observed in the first 
place, that George the Second was pro¬ 
claimed on the 14th of June, 1727—that 
Swift returned to Ireland in the September 
of the same year—and that the first creation 
of peers in that reign did not take place 
till the 28th of May, 1728, Is it credible 
that Mrs. Howard should have made such 
a rc({uest of the new king, and suffered so 
decided a refusal ten or eleven months be¬ 
fore any peers were made ? But, again, in 
this first creation of peers, Mrs. Howard’s 
brother is the second name. Is it probable, 
that with so great an object for her own 


Rcmjniscem'C". 
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iamily in new, she risked a solicitation for 
Lord Bathurst' ? But there is yet stronger 
evidence;—we shall see (vol. i. p. 275,) that 
Lord Bathurst writes, on the 24th of Octo¬ 
ber, 1727 (a month after Swift had gone to 
Ireland), to beg Mrs. Hovrard to explain to 
the King his proceedings relative to the 
Gloucester election, 4'lie whole tone of 
that letter, and the very selection of Mrs. 
Howard as his jnediator, are almost de¬ 
cisive against the fact of her having been, so 
lately and so signally, defeated in another 
request in Ids behalf But that which 
seems most convincing is Swift's own cor¬ 
respondence. He left London, suddenly 
indeed, alleging his ill health as the cause 
of his return home; but it is now known 


' How inconsistenJ is caliiitinj? Latly M* W. Mori- 
tagiio riiat in 1794 Gcorgo the Stwm?, then IVinco, 
ibrbatl Mr^, Hfjwani to receive Lorfl Batliurtit’s \iMts; 
and Walpole represents lier as venturing^ in 1727j to ask 
the King for such a peculiar mark of favour towards the 
oltju l of hifi jraloiisv. Hot liorli ttic impulations were 
false. 
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that his disorder, his departure, and his 
despair, were all occasioned—not by Lord 
Bathurst or Queen Caroline—but by the 
commencement of the fatal illness of poor 
Stella. And what may conclude the argu¬ 
ment on this point, is Swift’s letter to Mrs. 
Howard, of the 9th of July, 1727; in 
which, rallying her on the solicitations to 
which the followers of the jiezp king would 
be exposed, he says, “ for my own part, 
you may be secure that I will never ven¬ 
ture to recommend even a mouse to- Mrs. 
Cole’s cat, or a shoe-cleaner to your meanest 
domestic!” (Vol. i. p. 248). 

Mrs. Howard may have solicited, and 
Queen Caroline may have thwarted her; 
but, at least, not on the points and in the 
manner stated by AValpole. 

Lady Suffolk closed, in July, 1767, a long 
life, which had been chequered with the 
vicissitudes of court favour, and afflicted by 
constitutional infirmities; but sweetened 

m 

by the equanimity and moderation of her 
own mind, and the affbclion and friendship 
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of the most eminent and distinguished per¬ 
sons of the long period in which she lived. 


Tiir. papers, of which t!ic following is a 
selection, wore bequeathed by Lady Suffolk 
to her nephew, the second Karl of Buck¬ 
inghamshire ; and by him to his daughter, 
Emily, Marchioness of I jondonderry. 

The peculiar situation of I-ady Suffiilk 
at court, and the eminence in literature, 
politics, and society, of her friends and cor¬ 
respondents, naturally excited a good deal 
of curiosity about these j)apcr.s, and the 
publisher was encouraged to apply to Lady 
Londonderry for })ermission to give a se¬ 
lection of them to the woi'ld. To this re¬ 


quest her ladyship obligingly acceded, on 
the condition that the value of the copyright 
should be presented to a useful public cha¬ 
rity ; and the Editor was hap]iy to give his 
luimble assistance towards an object thus 
become doubly interesting. 

'^I'he names, indit'd, of Ladv Suffolk's 
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correspondents could not fail to excite a 
lively curiosity — Pope, Swift, Arbuthiiot, 
Gay, and Young;—the Duchesses of Jiuck- 
ingham, Marlborough, and Queen sherry;— 
Ladies Orkney, Mohuu, Hervey, Vere, and 
Teinijlc;—Misses ilcllcaden, Blount, Howe, 
and Pitt;—Lords Peterborough, Boling- 
broke, Chesterfield, Lansdowne, Mansfield, 
and liathurst; — Messrs. Fortescue, Pul- 
teney, Pelham, Pitt, Grenville, and Horace 
Walpole! 

Such is the illustrious catalogue of Lady 
Suffolk's correspondents; but it is the 
editor’s duty to admit, that the letters 
themselves can hardly be said to fulfil the 
expectations wiiich the reputation of the 
writers must create. 

It is, in tile first phice, t>bservablc, that 
although Lady Suffolk’s situation placed 
her in the very focus of court intrigue and 
political faction, the correspondence con¬ 
tains but little of that sort of topic. Whe¬ 
ther Lady Suffolk’s prudence and mo¬ 
deration deterred her from receiving £11011 



communications, or induced lier afterwards 
to destroy ^vhat she might have received, 
cannot now be determined,—perhaps both 
causes may have operated ;~but, be that as 
it may, the correspondence contains little 
historical information, and not a great deal 
of political anecdote. 

In the style and topics of many of the 
letters, and particiilarly those addressed to 
Lady Suffolk in the days of her favour, 
there will, it is apprehended, be observed 
a certain degree of formality and reserve; 
and some of her correspondents—(Lord 
Peterborough for example)—from whom 
the liveliest effusions might have been ex¬ 
pected, surprise and worry us with the drawl 
of the “ Polite letter-writer.” 

But, after all these deductions, it is 
hoped that a great deal of interest and 
amusement will still remain. 

The very length of the correspondence 
—from 1712 to 1767, fifty-five years—is in 
itself valuable; it is curious to observe the 
eflfect which half a century Iiad on indivi- 
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duals, and on the tone and manners of so¬ 
ciety ill general. 

Although some of the letters are, as has 
been stated, dry and formal, a great pro¬ 
portion are lively and agreeable; and the 
whole are interspersed with numerous cha^ 
racteristic traits and familiar anecdotes. 

The correspondence with Swift, now 
completed and published from the originals, 
will be read w'ith renewed interest; that, 
with Gay and the Duchess of Queensbeiry 
will amuse by its ease, familiarity, and 
good humour. We shall see tliat great 
political leader, Mr. Tulteney, in (as was 
said of his rival) 

-“ the happier hour, 

or social converse, ill exclianged for power/' 

The easy wit of Lady Hfervey, the wild 
good humour of the beautiful Mary Bel- 
lendcn, the giddy gaiety of Miss Howe, 

' and the pleasantry, carried to Uie very edge 
of decorum, of Lady Vere and Miss Brad¬ 
shaw, give, at least, animation to the ooi- 
respondcnce. 
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The letters of Mr. Pelham, Mr. George 
Grenville, anti the late Lord Chatlnim, 
while yet very young men, and before it 
could be suspected that they were to be 
prime ministers of Lngland, have, on that 
account, some degree of inteicst- 
The collection begins and ends with 
Lord Chesterfield: his letters are marked 


* Lord Chesterfield an early and constant friend 
Lady to Ihni Waljjolcj in his HcmiiilEccncc,% 

docs as much injustice (about a too,) as lie did 

to Sivift. After a niistnken story of Swirt*s having left 
beliind him a pfjstiuimous and injurious cliaraclcr of Lady 
SufFoIit, Walpole proceeds:-*- 

Lord Chesterfield, rather more in^onuousj (as hh cha¬ 
racter of her, but under a feigned nmne, was printed in 
hia life, tliough in a paper of which he was not known to 
be the author,) was not more consiNtcnt. Eutlosia, dc- 
scrilxid in the weekly journal called Gimmon Senses for 
September 10, 17^7, was meant tor Lady Suffolk: yet 
was it no fault of hers dial he was proscribetl at court*** 
ItecrUiuly would have been extraordinary that Lord* 
Chesterfield, in 1737, when he was on terms of tlic most 
Jamiliurfriendship with Lady Suffolk, should liave pub¬ 
lished ft depreciatory character of her, and in revenge, 
too, for being disgraced at court—Lady Suffolk being at 
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with his characteristic elegance and wit, 
and his last letter is as gay as his first, 
written 35 years before. 

Towards the conclusion will be found 
some letters of Horace Walpole (after¬ 
wards Lord Orford), in that style which has 
obtained for him the reputation of being 
one of the most agreeable letter-writers in 
our language. 

Of the letters of Lady Suffolk herselJJ 
the characteristic is plain good sense, not 
unmixed with occasional pleasantry: they 
arc few in number, and (like those of 
many of her correspondents) hardly justify 
the tradition wiiich has reached us of the 
talents of the writer. But in Lady Suf¬ 
folk's ease it must be remembered, that her 


flic same time in disgrace also. Hutj unluckily for 
Walpole’s oonjociurcj the character of Eudosia (a female 
aavanit^ the name importshas not the slightest resem¬ 
blance to Lady Suffolk;, and contains no allusion to courts 
or courtiers; and indeed wc mny venture to say, that no 
one who had read the character could have " 

ATrs, Howard wan zhe" 


VOT.. I. 


C 
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letters here printed are (for the most part) 
those of which she made a previous draft— 
a process wliich does not tend to improve 
a familiar letter. The letters whicli she 
wrote without premeditation, but of which 
of course no trace would remain in her own 
cabinet, woultl probably do her more cre¬ 
dit ; a few of‘ this kind, addressed to Mr. 
Berkeley and I.ord Uuckingham shire, and 
found in their pajjcrs, appear to support 
this opinion. 

Several letters addressed to Mr. George 
Berkeley were found amongst Lady Suffolk’s 
papers, which, as interesting in thcinselvca, 
or as connecting the rest of the correspo?id- 
cnce, it has been thought proper to print. 

On the whole, if tlie following volumes 
do not contain much historical or political 
instruction, they will, it is hoped, amuse 
by the view they afford of private society 
and manners, and of the individual liabits 
and characters of so many eminent persons. 
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The editor haa endeavoured, by prefatory 
remarks and explanatory notes, to make the 
reader acquainted with the several parties 
to the correspondence, and with the topi^ 
they discuss. He is aware that ho has 
done this very imperfectly, aiul that he has 
to apologise for many errors and omissions, 
particularly when, occasionally, he was not 
able to give sudicicnt attention to the sheets 
as they passed through the press; hut he 
flatters himself that, on the whole, he has 
rendered intelligible some passages which 
would otherwise have been obscure; and 
added to the interest of tlie letters by some 
account, however im|>crfect, of the writers. 

He has also thought the reader would 
not be displeased to see, as a preliminary to 
the correspondence, some pieces which show 
the estimate formed of Lady Suffolk, by 
her illustrious contemporaries. 




CHATtACTER OF THE HON. MRS. HOWARD* 

(AfTERWATlDS COUNTESS OF BUFFOLk)| 

JV/iHcn and given to her hy JDr* SwiJij Dean of 

Si. Patrtck*s, 


^ PAltT THE FIRST, 


[This is tlic famOQS CharacUr wbicli m^liea ao great figure in 
Po|je ami Swift's correspondence mt\\ Mrs. How^ird, and 
uljich, by an inaccuracy of Horace Walpoic’s, bas been tbo 
occasion (aa we hai'c already li in ted, flnfc, p*xvi) of atdtally 
imfounded charge agLiinst Dean Swift of iugratitude and 
duplicity towards Lady SufTolk* Walpole's statement is as 
follows :—- 

** To Mra* Howard ISwifl's irtgratilude was base. SJie in- 
dnbitably had not only exerted all her interest to second 
" his and his faction's interests^ but loved Qttcen Caroline 
and the inim^ter as little as they did. Yet* when Swift 
diedj he left behind him a character of Mis. How^ard by 
no means flattering, which was published in his poat- 


* This was a j^atiric inaimiation that he should hereafter 
pvububly have occasion to write a pfirtiii this character ; 

wi that even if lie had done so, the charge iif thptkil^ would 
have been hm^tly just. 
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** humods works. On its appeamncei Mrs. Howard (become 
" Lady SulTulk) said to me in her calm^ dispassionate manneri 
' All 1 can say is^ that it is very dilTercnt from one that lio 
drew of me, and sent to me many years ago, and which 
J have, written by liis own Kund/ 

This is a complete mistake, to give it no harsher name. 
Tlic Character which Swift left behind, and which was pub- 
Hslied in his tiosthnmous works, is the very same w'hich 
Lady SufToJh Imd in her possession. If it be not fiaUenng^ 
it is to Swift s honour that he did not condescend to Hatter 
her in the days of her highest favour; and the aceugation of 
having written a not tier less favourable, h wholly Jaise, The 
Cfiaractcr^ Carefully written in the Deni/s own iiand, and as 
carefully preserved by Lady SuiTolk, here follows; and a 
comparison of it with the character printed in Suift's jiost- 
humous works wdll show there ivas but one character, and 
that VVaipole's statement, and all the chargeij he builds oa 
It, arc absolutely without foundation. 

Archdeacon Cove, iu bia Life of Sir Robert Walpole, 
and Sir \V. Scott, in his edition of Swift, have been led by 
Walpole into tlic same mistake.] 


June 12, 1727. 

I SHALL say nothing of her wit or beauty, 
which arc freely allowed by all i)ersons of taste 
and eyes, wiio hear or see her; for beauty, being 
transient, and a trifle, cannot justly make part 
of a character intended to last; and I leave 
others to celebrate her wit, because it will be of 
little use in the light I design to show her. 

As to her history, it will be sufficient to oh- 
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serve, that she went in the prime of her youth 
to the court of Hanover, and there became of 
the bedchamber to the present Princess of 
Wales, living with the rest in expectation of 
the great event of the queen’s death, after 
which she came over with her mistress, and 
hath ever since continued in her royal high¬ 
ness’s service; where, from the attendance duly 
]>aid her by all the ministers, as well as others 
who expect advancement, she hath been rec* 
koneil for some years to be tlie great favourite 
of the court at Lciccstcr-fields, which is a fact 
that of all others she most earnestly wishes might 
not be believed 

There is no politician who more carefully 
watches the motions and dispositions of things 
and persons at St. JamesVhousc, nor can form 
,ii language with more inipcrccptiblc dexterity 
to the present situation of the court, or more 
early foresee ivhat stylo may be proper upon any 
approaching juncture ofalKiirs, wJicreof she can 

’ \Vc recommend to the reader's [mrtu'ultir attention these 
toucliCh, which hhnw lioiv little Mr*, Howard ever aflected 

with which she hai since been so profusely 
chillged, Jjet it be rccollec(edj that Dciiii Swift was not a 
writer lo u&e one word idly* 
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gather timely intelligence without asking it, 
and often when those from whom she receives 
it tfo not know that they are giving it to her, 
but equally with others admire her sagacity. 
Sir Robert Walpole and she both think they 
understand each other, and are both of them 
mistaken, 

With persons where slie is to manage she is 
very expert in what the IVeiich call tdkr kimv^: 
with others she is a great vindicator of all pre¬ 
sent proceedings, but in such a manner as if 
she were under no concern further than her 
bare opinion, and wondering how any body can 
think otherwise} but the danger is, that she 
may come iu time to believe herself, which, 
under a change of princes, and with a great 
addition of credit, might have terrible conse¬ 
quences. 

ISlic is a most unconscionable dealer} for in 
return for a few good words given to her lords 
and gentlemen daily waiters, during their at- 
leiidancc, she receives ten thousand from them 
behind her back. The credit she hath is ma- 
naged with the utmost parsimomy, and when- 
ever she employs it, which is as seldom as pos- 
'ible, it is only upon such occasions where she 
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is sure to get more than she spends. She would 
readily press Sir Robert Walpole to do some 
favour for Churchill or Mr. Doddington, 
the princess for some mark of grace to Mrs. 
Clayton, or his royal highness to remember Mr* 
Schute. 

She sometimes falls into the general mistake 
of all courtiers, of not suiting her talents to the 
different abilities of others, but thinking those 
she deals with to have less art than they really 
are masters of) whereby she may possibly be 
sometimes deceived when she tliinks she de- 
ceivctlh 

In all olHccs of life ^ except that of a courtier, 
she acts with justice, generosity, and truth j she 
is ready to do good as a private person, and I 
could almost think in charity, that she will not 
do hurt as a courtier, unless it be to those who 
deserve it. 


^ Colonel Charlets ChurchiU was a great friend ef Sir 
lioberCs, and afterwards married Ins daughter; and Mr, Dod- 
dinglon was one of his lords of the treasury, Mrs. Clayton was 
the confidante of the princess ; and Mr, ScKutz was an especial 
favourite with the prince, Tlie dean pleasantly rallies Mrs, 
lIowrd*s readiness Co assist those wlio did not want ir. 

* The Dean, led a«uy by the opinion o/ the day, coojd 
hardly l>cUcvc that her inndcraiion and di sin teres ted ness were 
hincere. 



In religion she is at least a latitudinarian, 
neither an enemy nor a stranger to books wiiich 
maintain the opinions of freethinkers ®; wherein 
she is the more to be blamed, as having too 
much morality to need their assistance, and re¬ 
quiring only a due degree of faith for putting 
her in the road to salvation. 1 speak this of 
her as a private lady, not as a court favourite, 
for in this latter capacity she can show neither 
faitii nor works. 

If she had never seen a court, it is possible 
she might have been a friend. 

She abounds in good words and good wishes, 
and will concert a hundred schemes with those 
whom she favours, in order to their advance¬ 
ment ; schemes that sometimes arise from them, 
and sometimes from herself, although at the 
same time she very well knows that both are 
without the least probability to succeed. But 
to do her justice, she never feeds or deceives 
any person with promises where .she doth not 


* Tliis was pel haps true of hti* mistress Caroline, niitl of 
Mrs. Clayton, who Imd also a fjrcat inilucncc ivltli the queon; 
but xve find from the comspondeuce^ tliaE Howard her¬ 
self WHS not a rreethinker^ and that i>[ie lej^rovcd tlioso of Zjcr 
friL'uds who utTc 


then think th^t she intendeth some degree of 
sincerity. 

She is upon the whole an excellent com¬ 
panion for men of the best accomplishments 
who have nothing to ask. 

What part she may act hereafter ih a larger 
sphere, as lady of the bedchamber to a great 
(|ueen> and in high esteem with a king, neither 
she nor 1 can foretell. My own opinion is na¬ 
tural and obvious, that her talents as a ‘courtier 


Ill Code's fjifc of Sir Robert Wal^iolCj toK ii* p, 28l, we 
find the following pfisaagc—Sw'iff says, in a letter to Lady 
Bctfy Germ Blue—' For the&e reasons I did always^ and do 
btill thinkj Mrs, Howard {now Lady Suffolk) an absolute 
“ coitrficr.' When this character wes shown to Lady Suffolk, 
" she mildly observed, It is very different from that which 
he Sicnt me himself, and which I have iu his own hand- 
writing.* ” 

Horace Walpole, ns wc liave seen, talks in his Reminis~ 
csJiccst of TWO characters. The archdeacon supposes one of the 
ciiaracters to have been given in Sivift's letter to Lady Betty 
Germaine j this version, the archdeacon has been so kind as to 
inform me, he received orally from H^alpote before the i2emf- 
iihve/tec^ ucre printed; but it is quite as iticorrect as the 
former stateraciit; for Lady Suffolk never conifi have made 
any such observation; and so far was it from being ver^ d\f- 
Jrreni^ that it is identically the opinion of her being a 
which is Jicrc expressed in the CharaHer In her own 
possession. Walpole hated Swift, and when he hated, no 
rcgnid for truth was permitted to blunt the edge of his ance^ 
rlotica) satire* 
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will sprerul, enlarge, and multiply to such a de¬ 
gree, that her private virtues, for want of room 
and time to operate, must be folded and laid 
up clean like clothes in a chest, never to be put 
on till satiety, or some reverse of fortune, shall 
dispose her to retirement. In the mean time it 
will be her prudence to take care that they may 
not be tarnished or moth-eaten, for want of 
opening and airing, and turning at least once a 
year. 
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TO A CERTAIN LADY AT COURT, 

BV MR< POFF^. 


[Till!} little compliment of Foj)c to Mrs. Howard is^ says Dr. 
Wliartoo, equal iu elegance to any compliment tliat 
Waller lias paid to Sachnrt&aa; oa]>ceially tlie laat stanza^ 
and the answer to £uvy/^ 

Tills pratsc secnis rather e^cessiive—the last stanza par¬ 
ticularly, ill whirli a pcn^onal defect is confounded with a 
iiiumi fault, and in uhieli the personal de^t Is made su very 
prnuiitieitt, seems liardfy to merit tlie extravagant praise of 
vlr^ai/ce ivfjjolt W'liartou bestows uiwti it-J 


I KNOWf a thing that*s most uncommon^ 

(Envy be silent, and attend !) 

I know a reasonable woman. 

Handsome and witty, yet a friend. 

Not warp'd by passion, awed by rumour, 

Not grave tlirougli pride, or gay through folly 

An equal mixture of good humour, 

And sensible soft melancholy. 

“ I fas she no faults then (IBnvy says^ sir?^*'—- 
Yes, she has one, I must averj 

When all the world conspires to praise her, 

The woman’s deaf, and docs not hear! 
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SONG, 

DY THE EAHI. OP PETEHJlOnOl/fl 11^ 


[TIjc following verses aroj perltapsj Uie to wl*it;1i T^rd 

Peterborough re furs in Iiis suhwqucut eorreEi|ioticleiit:o witli 
Mrs. Howaj^« Walpolcj in liia account of Lord Peter¬ 
borough'a writings, makes a sU'auge blunder on the subject 
of tliesc verses. 

This lord wrote," says Walpole, " a ballad begiziNiiig, 
said t(/ my heart between slecpifi^ rtnd wafang^* He 
was also the author of tlio&e \veili*known lines which con- 
elude ‘ ff^ho 'd have thotight Mis- dteamt 

** it ^ns sheJ " 

Of these icc//-Afloiu» lines " on liis dear friend, VVaJitolc 
knew so little, that be has fjuotcd the first and the last 
lines of the same poem as Iielongiiig tcj two different pieces. 
The verses themselves seem very much superior to FopeS 
oompliment, though the last lino is awkward, and hardly 
gram mat icaL ] 


I sAfu to my heart, between sleeping and waking. 
Thou wild thing, that always art leaping or aching. 
What black, brown, or fair, in what clime, in wliat 
nation, 

])y turns has not taught thee a pit-a-patation 

Thus accused, the wild tiling gave tliis sober reply:— 
See, the heart without motion, though Celia pass by 1 
Not the beauty she has, not the wit that she boriow'&. 
Give the eye any joys, or the heart any sorrows. 
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** When our Sappho appears—she, whos« wit so refined 
I am forced to applaud with the rest of mankind— 
Wliatever she says is with spirit and fire ; 

EvVy word I attend^ hut I only admire* 

" Prudcntia as vainly would put in her claim^ 

Ever gazing on heavenj though man is her aim: 

’Tis love, not devotion, that turns up her eyes— 

Those stars of this world arc too good for the skies* 

“ But Chloe so lively, so easy, so fair. 

Her wit so genteel, without art, without care; 

When she conies in my way—the motionj tlie pain. 
The leapings, the achings, return all again.'* 

O wonderful creature ! a woman of reason ! 

Never grave out of pride, never gay out of season; 
When so easy to guess who tliis angel should be. 
Would one think Mrs. Howard ne’er dreamt it was she ? 
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Amongst numwous crnor^the following require particular obscriral]on: 

Vol. i, p. 13, note 3j for Farranf!, njaii Ferratd^ 

28, for 1706, ceid 1710* 

50} note 4, the al/^rijoii it probtlily to Mi93 Brett. 

60} note 2j fvt prudeacct read prttfffrjf^ 

7€t note 1} for Rohcftt rend liicfmfd* 

76, for grffTtdtony fC(ld g-rtal-qrffmlsOfi. 

1S6, notice, line 17, for head, read hint, 

12(1, notice, and 167, note 1, for aboutJbrtfj^ read nutr/vtftj 
176| note It for eldcxf^ mad youngeif, 

177, note 3, for la'o yoarif read one year^ 

26J, note 9, for Ci^r^hom, read 

298* note 2| for icod Jittekfhotirff. 

374, note 7, forjfrjt Farit read wMNd 
393, dele note 2, as fjOrd S.** must mean, not her husbo^nd. 
but her bfother-ifl-law* 

Voh lip pp 2&I note} for Kelmatueck, read KUvianseek* 

4B, isne 30, after afuli step* 

80 and dlj for Af#i* JTovatd, rad Lady SnJ^,dA. 

256* note 3, for sempstma, read quecu*s. 



SUFFOLK CORRESPONDENCE 



THE HON. PHILIP STANHOPE TO THE HON. 
GEORGE BERKELEY. 


[Pliifip Dormer boru iu IfiS^^becamc m tJ»e d«itlj 

«>f bfs gr.uidfatfiut* in t7l3. Lord Stanhope—flnd, on tfiafr of 
]i l^itJifir in ] 72Ct, Earl nf L'hestctjScId* His Iifband character 
ate tixi II pN hirnun ti> rcqnirc aiiy explanation ifcere» He 
n js, a^i will be NPcn in tlie co’iirse of the'* pagf^, an early 
anil loLiHtant fneiid of LaAly Suffolk* He dieil in ir?3, 
hacini’ cnjnyei] the highest tepntatinih fhr all sorts of ment 
fliat any man cver^, perltajh] obtained from hiet contcmpo- 
rane'v. The follo^^ing 4|]e<'ifncn of the early style of so enii- 
ncnt a |H:is4m, lias been thought^. iiotvithi]t4Uidiiig a tinge 
of iinlelicuLy, Kurth presening ] 


Trin* Hall^ Cambridge, 2Jth June, 0. S* [1712] 

MY dear ceorgx:, 

I WOULD have written to 
you before I received your last letter, but 1 
found by your first that you were so expeditious 
in moving from place to place that I tbouglit 
my former directiops would not serve* You 
do not know what you ask when you would have 

VOL* L 13 



1712 


line long letters; you would quickly be a 
on it, should I obey you: what a number 
tof insignificant trifles must I put together to fill 
up this sheet of paper, and how tiresome would 
it be to you to have a true and faithful history 
of Midsummer fair, which is our present diver¬ 
sion ! But since you will—^faith, you shall have 
enough on it; but 1 give you free leave to 
throw this letter by as soon as ever you are 
tired on it. 

1 came down from London a week ago, which 
place afforded me little diversion. Plays and 
operas were lefl; off, and I fell short of the plea¬ 
sure I proposed to myself from the French am¬ 
bassador’s masquerades; for our good ‘ queen, 
thinking them encouragements to vice, dis¬ 
countenanced them so much, that he, out of 
complaisance, gave them over * *. 

But now to come to Cambridge: I must first 
tell you that I have not yet seen Miss Nevile, 
hut it will not be long first, for her sagacious 
father is at London ; so if the daughter and the 
greyhound be not locked up, I will take this op¬ 
portunity of a tete-i-t6te • * *, Tlie Tippins 
appeared last night at the fair, when Pat and 1 
(after a damned quarrel we have had these two 
months) were reconciled: she is a fine girl, 
faith, and seems to have good dispositions. 

-i,- 


^ Aiitip 
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Oh! * * 1 sed me repritno, I consider futi| 
and will not so much as indulge myself iilc^ha 
thoughts of it. Jack Cowper* is more and 
more in love every day, passes three parts in 
tour of hi3 life with the nymph, and is gay or 
sad, just as it pleases her ladyship to frown or 
smile. Our old stupid heads (of houses) would 
not let us have a public commencement, to the 
great disappointment of all our young folks, 
whether male or female. 

Your departuie, dear George, has been very 
unsuccessful to us, for as soon as you went away 
we immediately lost the name of the Witty Club, 
and I am afraid we shall soon dwindle into no 
club at all, for Exton Sayer* is gone to London, 
and George Stanley* goes this week; the 
gocsHWCia foftniglit into Stadbrdshirc ; so do but 
think what a poor solitary remnant we shall be. 


* PelJohn Co^v|Ht, tLt* fdtiicr of the poet, himself a 
man of ■sonic poctual Ulotit Hd (licil *ti 1750, rector of Great 
IteTkbanipbt4iiid 

’ Probably the sou of Mr. Georf^o Saycr, who, in 17IS, 
succeeded Mr. Kxtonab kmg'n proctor Mr Extern Sayer^ias 
aiteiirartlh an cmiuetit cmliau, filled several oflicos iii the 
eccle£)ia* 4 tical courts, and woa a member of [larluitnciit* 

* Probably Mr. George Stanley, who afterwards niarned 
Str Han^ Stoaue*R e]de5t daughter, lUid wa^ the father of the 
better-known Mr. Hans Stanley 

ft IS now in vaui to inquire who ’wa^ meant 
wlikliia lather to be icgiotted, a^ be made, it 
hope*h iiamOj the Ijest in the Latnbudge 
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Prithee comfort us as often as you can with a 
letter, which we will retail at proper times as 
our own wit, to retrieve as much of our charac¬ 
ter as we can. None of our Cambridge ® verses 
are worth sending you ; a great many of them 
are egregiously silly; mine are some of the pret¬ 
tiest in the book; the IJonn^ made them for me; 
we are now burlesquing them as fast as ever we 
can, 1 rejoice much that your nut brown girl 
afforded you such good sport; I should be 
glad to be with you to partake of those inno¬ 
cent amusements to which you dedicate your 
koras subsecivas; but pray set one or two of 
them apart sometimes, to oblige with a letter, 
my dear George, 

Thy most sincere friend, 

1\ SxiifMPE, 


* A collection of verses on the Treaty of Utrecht. Wc see 
that Lord Cyicaterfield lent his namCj if not his talenU, to 
celebrate the peace of Utrecht; yet nlieii, within tliree little 
yearsj he obUimed a seat in parJiatnent, we find hint pursuing, 
with A feroeity (whit-h eieu an those violent days was re¬ 
markable) the authors of that peace, He never wished," he 
said, to spill the Alood of any of his countrymen, much less of 
any noblemanj but he was jHirsuaded the safety of tlie country 
required that examples sAQuId be fnade of tJkoee who had be- 
trayc<l it in so infamous a manner 
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LORD STANHOPE TO THE HON. GEORGE 

BERKELEY- 


* Hague, May 29th, [1714.3 

MY DEAR GEORGE, 

I HOPE you wUi pardon 
me for not having thanked you for the favour of 
your letter (whicli I received at Antwerp) till 
now; I hope you will not impute it to indiffer¬ 
ence or forgetfulness in one that always loves 
and remembers you. But the truth is, that at 


' Ijovd; Chester fie Id tell a ua, that he sjietit the summer of 
J71d at the Hague, amoDg friends who (j^uichly laughed him 
out of Ills scliolastio habits, but gave him In return a taste for 
gaming. He lionestly confesse^^ that, hating both wine and 
^ tobacco, he drank and smokwi at Cambridge lo in the/a^hion; 

and that, under the same deluBion, he gamed at the Hague, 
and that tliia error became afterwards a haiU, and at last a 
vice. (Letters tohi^Son, voLii. p 352.) It ought, however, 
to ho told, to IjOwI Cliesterhold's credit, that his sense of duty 
and decorum was still stronger than his passion for play* 
While he was lord lieutenant of Ireland or secretary of state, 
he never played, nor'jiermitted play in his house; but on the 
lery night^of the day that he resigned his otBcc, he went to 
White 'On his ret^irn to England in 1715 he was apjmitited 
gentleman of the prince's bedchamber, which led him mto an 
intimate friendship with Mrs. Howard, Lady Hmcy, and 
the rest of that court. 
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Antwerp the “dtike anil duchess were so civil to 
me that I hail not time to be so to any body else, 
for I was with tliem from morning to night all 
the while I stayed there. The duke and the 
duchess inquired extremely after their friend, 
as they called yon, and commanded me the first 
time I writ to you to assure you of their good 
wishes. 

This place is now extremely jileasant and en¬ 
tertaining ; I wisli I could describe it so to you as 
to tempt you to take a little journey, and make 
it more so: I have jjower to tell you that there 
is a large room in a certain house very much at 
your service, where I am sure you might pass 
two or three months this hummer much cheaper, 
and T believe more agreeably, than at London, 
Pray send me some news from London, and 
whatever I can pick up hero I sJndl inform you 
of, though it is but a poor return. I am, 

Yours, 

Stanhope. 


’ Thd Duke !Uitl Dudleys of on the ucccij^ioii 

of Qnoen AiiuuN tury «irlujmistratio]i^ thnuglkt ft ju'mleut tu 
go abvuudj mul hiwlj at this time, their rcMilcnce Eit Aot* 
werp, a convenient posittori for (jbt^erviijg the political wove- 
nieDta of both EugUiid and Hanover, fcird SUnhope's end* 
den leal agai«!)t the treaty of Utrecht may perhaj>s be, in 
Bomo dogreo, attributed to this tisit to Antwerp, and to,thc 
riAltering attoiitioii't wliidi lie rectiie<l from the greatest niau^ 
*aml one nf the clevcrc'st woiiieu of the age. 
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LADY MOHUN TO THE HON. MRS. HOWARD. 


f'Eli^abet)t Lawrence, widow of Charles Lrord Mohiin killed jb 
the doubly fktal dtiel with the Duke of Huniiltoo in 17 J L She 
remarried (in 1717) Charles Mordaunt, nephew of the cele¬ 
brated Lord Peterborough; and through her, commenced 
Lady Siid<itk's acquaintitiicc \Fitli this lordj of which we shall 
see more presently. The disproportinnatc youth of Mr* Mor- 
liauntj and $omc other cLrcumstanccs of the match, do not 
seem to have added to Lady Mohun's respectability. She 
died In the spring of 1725 


Cashiobury, [1716*] 

On, my dear deputy guardian, wliy should 
politics and moral reflectioTis have the ascend- 

■cl' 

' There is great confusion and inaccuracy in all the peerages 
to the last wife <»f Lord Mohun* Thi-y sometiinos confound 
her with Lady Phil* Annesley, his mother, and witli Charlotte 
Main waring, his first wife* EUzidxith Irfawrence, liowevcr^, waa 
the lady who survived him; and he bequeathed to her the estate 
at Gawsworth Halt, near Coiigleton, in Cboshircj which he had 
obtained ou Lis former marriage with Charlotte Main waring. 
The fate of this seat is remarkable. It belonged to Gerard, 
Lord Macclesfield; lue niece. Miss Mainwariug, married Lorfl 
Mohun, and the old lord left Gawsworth to him; tins ]>ro 
ference oFended the Duke of Hamiltun (who lia<l niarric^l 
anoUier nfece), and produced dissensious, wdiich cndeil hi the 
f.injQus duel* Lord Motmn r{Mnarrie<l, iiiid left CanSArfU'tli to 
his widow Elizabeth Lawrence, ami site left it to lier own 
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ant of pleasure? Tlic weather sympatluaes 
with my mind; the sky is troubled, and the 
clouds wecp< I am now in the most uneasy dis¬ 
position of pain, fear, and uncertainty; 1 am 
impatient to know tlie conclusion of tliat un- 
liappy affair relating to my dear and best friend, 
princely Argyle^ and yet dread to be informed. 

Why is nature cramped by fortune? why may I 
not tell the ministry, that barbarity, oppression, 
and injustice to their fcllow-subjcct, arc no vir¬ 
tues ; and that insolence and opposition to their 
prince can never be forgot, and tnay one day be 
punished? But you know I am very discreet 
upon such occasions. I am now in the country, 
and the trees can tell no talcs* 

Tell dear Molly^ I love her like any thing; 
and do not forget I am to have an epistle of 
consolation, clubbed or signed by the wits of St. 
James’s ^ let honest Paget* set his name, and 


dau^;hter by Colonel GriJfitli, a former husband j Miss Griffith 
married the first Earl of Hiirrhif^ton^ and thus carried into Ids 
farriily an estate viith ulikh they had nn connexion either iu 
h]ooA or alliance* 

** In Jnne^ 1710, tlic Dul^e of Ar^^jll, who nas susjjccted 
by the king of fomenting the differences between Ids majesty 
and the Prince of Wales, was dismissed from all his employ- 
ineutSj and went into direct opposition* 

^ Pmbahly Miss Mary Lei^d, one of the maids of honour, 
afterwards Lady Ilervey* 

* Where tlie prince held his court. 

Thoiiuis Paget, Lord Paget, wua one of the gentlemen of 
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Schiilts^ hia mark. I shall always take the 
will for the deed, and expect no more from my 
friends than they can perform. Let the letter 
be very hum drum, for to read a pun would blind 
me, as to make one would choke me. By this 
you must conclude I have very little or no wit, 
but am not less sincerely my dear guardian’s 

Most faithful slave. 


tlic pritjee's l>edchaml>cr: but as htA lordship an autkor^ 
Lridy Muliuj^s r^i^lcry probably ilircctctt against lips^ ujiclo 
General Uliomas Pagot, iiho uTni of the prince's bed- 
rlidtulwr, a very remarltabb and successful person in the 
fa^b^imal>Jc society f>f Iu“^ day; he the grandson of the 
fifth l^vrd Paget> and great grandfatlior of the present Mar* 
of Anglct^eyp 

^ OtiC|. I of the equerries to the pnnee: he after* 

MiirtU filled several higher (jfliccsi at court. He was* a man of 
wLt, and is celebrated in Piqie'^ Court BatiatF' as a punster. 
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GILES EARLE, ESQ. TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[Giles Earle was at this time member (or Chippenham, as 
he was in the next and three subsequent parliaments fur 
Malmesbury. He was, successively, groom of the bedcham¬ 
ber to the prince in 17J8; clerk comptrtiller of the king's 
household in 1720; commissioner of the Irish revenue in 172B, 
and a lord of the treasury in 1738- He was also chairman 
of the ojmmittees of the house of conunoua from 1727 to 
1741* Mr. Earle was a man of broad, coarse wit, and Sir 
Charles Han bury Williams has, in his *'^lalogue between 
Giles Earle and Bubb Doddiiigton/' preserved a lively image 
of his style and sentiments.^ 


18th June [I71d-^ 

MADAM, 

^ I AM now writing this letter in a 
great field, under an old Spanish tent, and de 
temps m temps, I look upon my haymakers who 
are at work all round me, but I promise you 
riot to mind what they do* 

I received the honour of a letter on Monday, 
which by the date I ought to have had on Satur¬ 
day. It is always with great pleasure I hear of 
the health and prosperity of the family ‘ you be¬ 
long to} my humble duty and service always 
wait upon his royal highness: I hope he thinks so. 


^ The princes. 
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whether you do me the honour to present them 
or not. I have likewise great joy in the hopes 
that the cloud* which hung over your head, and 
threatened to break upon you, is past over, and 
may one day fall upon those wretches that would 
have betrayed you. 

I have not been two miles from home since 1 got 
here, in hopes of receiving my lord* duke’s com¬ 
mands to meet him in Oxfordsliire. The know- 

■ 

ing him as well as I have done for twenty years to¬ 
gether, and being a friend to him without design 
or reserve, I think (with a great deal of respect 
to jcligion) is enough to save tlie wickedest 
person at the day of judgment. I hear my Lord 
Ilay ‘ is gone to Scotland; I wish him very well 


- Till'S appears td allude to some tracasserics de la cour whidi 
arc now forgotten. 

^ John, Duke of Argyll, who was dismieoed about the date 
of til Id letter. It seems that Mr, Earle, iu after life, was not 
#90 very eoniial witli Ids grace. In Sir C- H, Williams's diiilogue 
between Earle and Deddiiigton, the former is made to say, 

Wli^cvcr 'iViilpnfe dies, and not before:, 

Tlun nuy At^>lle again conip into jxurcri 
And wli€ti he hn^ biicni paid hh long arTE*ar, 

And got once more nme thoo^id jMundi a year — 

When every Coinphell that atlends hia grace 
Slial] be return’d to parliaincnt ond place— 

When every Scotchman in hu truji ]« served— 

An Ea^llshmitn may chanco to be prefen'd* 

Thib IS a truth^I knov it to piy ioiti 
lie hcbt can tell u wlip felt k moGt, 

^ Duke of Aj'gyll^ brother, ]|JiiiM>lf Duke of Aigyll after-* 
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wherever he is; there is no honest wise man can 
be long acquainted with him without having the 
greatest regard and friendship for him. I writ 
to both the brothers since I came here, but nei¬ 
ther of them ever mind to tell one whether they 
received one’s letters. I am almost tired with 
my father’s hotise, I want to see your court 
again; but having no call* there, 1 hate to be 
taken for a loitering fellow. God bless you, 
whatever becomes of me. 

1 am, with great respect, &c. 

G. Eaule. 


GILES EAKLE, ESQ. TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Eastcourt, 27th July, 1717. 

MADAM, 

I HAVE now been at my own cot¬ 
tage a fortnight, very busy in putting my little 
disordered affairs to rights, that I may for the 
future be able to support my character without 

wards. He was what is called the manager of Scotland. He 
was dismissed at tlic same time witli Ills brother, 

^ He ftinm liarl a full to that'ewurt^ having been appointed 
groom of tile bedchamber to the prince in Jauu^iry 17)8- 



a depeodency *—to assist those* to the uUnest of 
my power that 1 love, because 1 think they act 
right—and to be of some consequence to those’ 
that do otherwise. The sort of life 1 lead here 
(whether I like it or not) is, however, necee* 
sary. I must own, that being twice a day at St. 
James’s is a more eligible way of living. We 
are here in plenty, quiet, and ease, but no ecsta¬ 
sies; we have purling streams and shady bowers, 
but no deaths nor daggers: we have gentlemen 
with long wigs, but they smoke tobacco; and 
Itidies witli lioops, but they are draggled at the 
tail. 

I liavc not heard one word of news since I 
left London: my silly neighbours that keep 
market tell me there are a great many tliat love 
King George turned out* at court. 

My most faithful and obedient service shall 


' ‘ It in mnarkfible that tliis worthy gentleman, who seemi) 
to have fonnocl surli jtist ideas of the value of an independency, 
waa, for tlie rest of his bug life, a courtier and a ptaccinan. 

Tile jiriuoeS jKirty, 

^ Tbe niipintry. 

* jtlluditig to the resignation of Townslicntl, WaJjKile, Pul- 
teney^ and wiveral other icaiting whigs. The changes begnn 
in ApHlj and were not concluded ttll about tins tinic^ when 
Ixirds Dorset and Scarborough Mere tlisinksed^ This cbangc> 
lihe that of the Duke of Argyll, arose out of differences be¬ 
tween tbe king and tiie heir apparent 
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i^ays attend the family’ you belong to; and 
80 , in B solemn manner—(for I cannot be merry), 

I subscribe myself, &c. 

G. Earle. 


GILES EARLE, ESQ. TO MRS, HOWARD- 


lOtli Aiig. \ 7 \ 7 . 

MADAM, 

Adout a fortnight since I did my¬ 
self the honour to write to you. I hope you hutl 
a little pleasure itL receiving it, and hearing trom 
a friend that wishes you as well as he does him¬ 
self; it was since I wrote to you I have known the 
hard fate of iny friends that were in the king's 
service. I have a thousand reasons for thinking 
them men of great honour, lovers of their king 
and country, and that had rather lose tlicir 
lives than forfeit their honesty. I hope for the 
sake of the king’s service, anti the liberties and 
properties of a free people, their ^successors have 


* That of the Prince of Wales. 

' The succesfiors were iiiiatlicr branch of tho whig iiartv. 
It was in the comtnciiccmciit nftlicii^' changes that Mr, Adtlisou 
liecarac secretary of state. 



the same principles. If people would but tluidc 
right, thefe are very few things can happen, to 
a man (where bodily pain is not concerned) that 
are terrible; the necessaries of life are almost in 
every man’s power, and comforts are what one 
is pleased to call so. Next winter I design to 
make me a plain coat, and line it with gratitude 
and honesty; it is a damned'^ hot summer suit, 
but I fancy it will keep me as warm in cold 
weather as any laced coat of them all. Would 
to God I was at Hampton Court! I stupify 
myself by eternally thinking of that place, but 
I hope those tliat wish me best had rather I 
should mind niy business here for a little time, 
repiiir my farm-houses, and put my estate in 
order tliat has been neglected these ten years. 

Pray give my most faithful and obedient ser¬ 
vice to those who will accept of it. 

I am, madam, &c. 

G. Earle. 


’ He sociHs tn tlintj at that moment, gratitude anil 

hoiiobty were ratJier and iiu'iiiiv'cnieut, but tliat tbe 

day would entue wlicti they ^roultl be rewarded. 

’ WhcTC the Prince uf Wales, at tliifi time, resided witli the 
king. 
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' «ENRy PELHAM, ESQ. TO THE HON. OiWy'* 

RERKELEV. 


[Heijiy Pelham, oDly brother of the Duke of Ne^ftaatle, born 
in J696, He came into parliament in 171S; was a lord erf 
the treasury in 172 i; in 1724 he becatnc secretary at war; and 
in 1730 paymaster of the He w<t3 an able supporter 

<)f Sir Robert Walpole; and soon after that minister's fall 
was—on his recommendation to George ILand unexpectedly 
to Mr. Pelham and his family—named first lord of the trea^ 
sury, and chancellor of the exchequer. His talents were not 
shining, but they were useful; Ills temper conciliatory, ami 
his integrity above suspicion^ If hU adndmatration had not 
the opportunity of being glorious abniad, it had the higher 
and rarer merit of being happy, pro^qwrous, and popular, at 
home- He died after a short illncjis in 1754, and tlie ge¬ 
neral coDStcTDatioQ at his? lo«is ih the best panegyric upon 
his character* PJoracc Walpole, who hated him from some 
privitte pique, depreciates on all octasi^ins Mr* Pelham's 
merit, hut his contemporaries and p<)etcrity cannot botli lie 
mistakoii in a man who held so eminent a ^Utum for so long 
and luminous a period; and we may safety reject WalpoJe'8 
prejudiced testimony.3 


Nm. 3d, 1717* 

SiNCR you were so kind as to desire it. dear 
Berkeley I give you tliis trouble to tell you, that 
after .some few misfortunes upon the road, and 


• Mr, Berkeley apiiear'? t« luirc been at this jierioil iu Paris 
whence Mr. PcJliriiii nas jiiit returned 





a very violent storm at sea, I got up to Dover 
last tSaturday, and to London last Sundays where 
I found very little company except the prince's 
family. 1 went afterward to “ Hampton Court, 
where 1 was much flattered, and had great ha< 
nours done me. The news of the town now; 
and whole conversation, is of the * young prince, 
who was born last night at six o’clock, and 
Her Ko)r 3 l Highness very well. I never saw 
any body so transported as the Prince of Wales 
* * •. Lord Hervey*, being in .waiting, was 
sent immediately to the king, and had the 
honour of kissing His Majesty's hands. Our 
wishes, and the town talk, gne him a thousand 
pounds, but I am afraid. If it should be so, 
admire Hcibert’s’ good foi tune!—-it was his 

• The hirg ud> now at Il.imjttoii Court ami the prioce in 
toil u, 

' To a mhunilcistiUiding abinit iTie rTiiistctiing of tlii'i child 
SivioUett anti other histmiiins dttrihute the hreatli between the 
king and the jirinre^ Wc mo, llo^^c^er, m these letterEs thdt 
the brcdcli ^ilready OM'^ted ; the aftVur of the ebrihteningj 
which was folloi^ed by the |niuce 4iul princos^i leading 
James'^ in high iudigttationj only served to mdLc the quarrel 
more public and stuiidiiloub 

^ CarFj Lord Hcr^gy^ gentleman; of tlie prinfe\lMHlchainber; 
the older brother of the more celebrated Jolin, who, on Carr*s 
death in 172S, became Lord Hervey, See the iie\t fetter* 

^ Probably Hcury, Lord Herbert, afterwardb nintli Earl of 
Pembroke, one of the lord<f of the prince’s bedf hainbei 
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tam to wait, but he changed with Hervey for 
the next^ 

Politics are much as you left them, the dif¬ 
ference running as high between the ^two courts 
as even The king forbad the lord of the bed¬ 
chamber inviting Lord Townshend and Walpole 
to dine with him at Newmarket j all others were 
very welcome. The ministers say they have no¬ 
thing to ask this sessions that can be refused 
them, only common subsidies. They are re¬ 
ducing the army to fifteerf thousand men; that 
reduction to be made by private men out of 
each company and troop, without breaking any 
corps. This will be agreeable news to Jemmy 
Dormer^: if he has not gone from Paris, pray 
tell him I got his books to Waldersharc® with¬ 
out paying any duty^, and ^Fiunese will take 
care to get them to London, 

* After tlie prince bad left St. matters went still 

further^ and t]ie Gazette coutaincHl siiJi a noti/icatioi) iiercr 
WAS before put/ihhed, tlutt the king would not receive at bis 
court any one wbo hho\ild the print’o. 

^ General Douuerj a friend of Pope‘sj whose vi^ita to How- 
sham, the seat of the Dormers, arc often mentioned in las cor¬ 
respondence, The new^s would be agreeabie^ bccanso Dormer, 
by tbia arrangement, would uot lose his regiment. Mr. Pelham 
had served under Dormer's command agaibst the rebels m 1715. 

® The seat of the fanuly of Furucse in Kent has since be¬ 
come the property of tlic Norths, 

^ One cannot refrain frojji a smile at finding the future 
^^ancellor of the exchequer engaged in smuggling, 

^ Prolidbly Sir Hubert Furuenc, the second baroncti 
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I forgot to tell you that they fligr my Lord 
Trevor® has been with the king, and jji talked 
of for president of the council Lord Sunder- 
lliTid'' is going to be married to one Misff Ticfi- 
bourne, a girl of fifteen years old, without a 
groat. ^Lord Berkeley is laid up with the gout, 
so that I have not seen him yet- I have in¬ 
quired about Snap, and some say he is at his 
^brother's in the country, but it is certain he is 
very well, and will be in town this month- Tell 
^Essex lie must tak^carc how he behaves him¬ 
self when he comes, for I have raised every 


® Thnmds Trew, firist Lord Trcror, cbief justice of the 
king'q Itcndi. ffc beroiris privy Bcal in held that 

odil^^ till fik death m 17 ^ 0 * 

^ Charles Spencer, tFiird Earl of Stioderland, born about 
tlJ’t tune piimo nunUter: lieiids thrice married; the 
Idfet turn*, m the 5th De<wml>er, 1717, tff Judith Tithb<^rji 
(nicco of Henry, Lord Farraiid), by uliwiri he had a son, who 
llieil nearly at the same time ^iitU bi’^ fiUluTj April 1722, and 
was bnned v^itli him On the 1 Jtli September Lady Sunder¬ 
land w-is delivered of a posthumou^' son: the king abovred his 
recollectiou of the decea^wl jniuii>ter by ‘ttandtng tpooeor for 
the child, which lived but a few niont]i«. Laily Sunderland 
afterwords married Sir Hubert Sutton, K. Ft- and dfed in 174!)- 

* James BerLeley, third Earl of Berkeley, elder brother of 
George. Wc ahidl sec that the gout was a fainiiy disease ©f 
the Berkeleys- 

^ William Capcl, thinl Earl of Essex^ was at ibis tunc a 
minor, and on his travels. He took his seat in the house of 
lords November, 1716. 

C U 
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body’s expectations much. My brother*’ is very 
much yours, and begs you will be so kind as to 
bespeak two periwigs for him, a degtee’ or two 
lighter than mine, and something bigger in the 
head. 

1 must trouble you to send me two or three 
pads for cravats by the first opportunity. This 
is giving ^’ou a great deal of trouble, but you 
have shown your goodness to me so much, that 
1 flatter myself you will forgive this in, dearest 
George, 

Your most affectionate 

H. Pelham. 


“ The first Duke of Newcastle of the Telhain family. 
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LOBD HERYEY TO MRS, HOWARD. 


[Carr Lord Herrey, eldest son of the first Earl of Bristol, 
his first wifcj Mlea Carr^ heiress of Sir Eobert Carr^ of 
Asbwarbyt tiw Sleaford, Walpole^ m a lirely sketch of the 
society which used at this period to tncet at Mrs. Howard^s 
apartment, men lion e this lord "as reckoned of superior 
** parts to his celebrated brother Johii/''--»who on his death be- 
CBme Lord Herrey. As no other literary remains of this 
young nobleman are kndtriij I venture to print two lettera, 
though they do not seem to justify Walpole's report of bis 
lordship's talents. He dic^l uDinarrled in 1723* It is to be 
regretted that not any letters of John Lord Hervey have 
been found.] 


fAshwarby] Aug, 20th, p7I8 ] 

MADAM, 

When I asked your leave to take 
this opportunity of corresponding with you, I 
believe you hardly expected to be very well en¬ 
tertained from this place, and in that respect 
I am pretty sure you will not be disappointed. 

1 therefore hope you will deal as fairly with 
me, and that since all that I could propose from 
ray request was my own advantage in the plea¬ 
sure of hearing from you, you will not let me be 
disappointed on ray side. 

I can tell you nothing from hence, but that, to 
our great misfortune, we can find no otlier era- 
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ploymetit here but riding and walking about all 
day, which unluckily gives us too good appe¬ 
tites for the slendbr diet my guests and I com¬ 
monly meet with at this place. 

But, however, it happens brother Harry* and 
I fatten here, from which I conclude we must 
be of the cameleon kind; for I am sure it can 
be upon nothing but air. 

If you have any news you care to trust to a 
letter, you know the sending it is never dis¬ 
agreeable to a country friend. But if you have 
not, I shall be very well satisfied, since by much 
the most pleasing account I can have from 
Richmond® will be that of your being in good 
health, and not wanting to be told yon are 
grown bulky; both which, jokes apart, are 
amongst the first of the wishes of, &c, 

Hervey. 

Harry Bcllendcn desires me to give his most 
humble service to you. 


5 Henry* aftenvania Sir Henry Bcllenflen, brother of Mary 
BellendcUj ami grot to of the l>otkhiimber to tlie jirincc; he 
was celebrated for hiB jovial disposition, and his deatfi in 175 1 
was a)inmciiiorated by an anacreontic epitaph* usually printed 
as Doddington's; but Walpole, who knew all the parties, at¬ 
tributes it to Richard, first Lord Mount Edgecumbe. If Lord 
Herrey tells truth as to the quality of his farCi we may 
well doubt whether honest Harry Bollemline" repeated His 
visit, 

^ The summer residence of the prince since his quarrel with 
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LO»D HERVEY to MRar HOWARD, 


Ashwarby, August L719, 

* 

MADAM, 

I HAD done myself this honour, 
and given you this trouble, long before no^f, 
but that I have really been extremely out of 
order these two months j and two journeys, 
which I have been absolutely obliged to make in 
this country, have, at several times, very much 
contributed to increase my indisposition* 

I now find myself much better j but though I 
mend ever so fast, I shall not think myself re¬ 
covered till you are so good to perfect the cure 
with your own hand: I therefore hope you will 
be so compassionate as not to refuse a speedy 
relief 

* It is in that Impe I now write; for I suppose 
you do not think I imagine I can send you any 
thing from hence that can cither much edify 
or amuse you, except I should acquaint you 
with the great scarcity of hay this year in Lin¬ 
colnshire—^the want wc have had of hands for 


the king.* It was the viJIa of Ifac Duke of OrmoDd before his 
exile. His royal highnesfl hired it in 1718, and bought it in 
J719, for j^6000, of tlie eommissioners ior coD^sc^ited states. 
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tlu,harvest by means of Biclciless—my own apo- 
thdt^aty^s decease last Tuesday at Sleaford—our 
.-X 4 >rd Lieutenant*, itiy Lord Great Chamberlain 
having taken on Friday an apozeme, vulgarly 
♦ • to-prevent a fever—and sever^ fai^h par¬ 
ticulars, which (as those who live ubouS'afOurt, 
jmjast know every thing) 1 need not add< 

I hope I need not so much as ask whether 
our master' is well, though it is a question I am 
often obliged to answer; for I am glad I can 
say, for the honour of my neiglibourhood, that 
I tliink H. K. H. lias as many dutiful servants 
here, as there arc people'I have heard speak. 

I was at Bel voir four or five days ago, and 
Lord William’s* election seems to go better and 
better. 

I beg you will give my humble service to Miss 
Bel lender!, and by the time I come to court 
(which shall be long before the birth-day) she 
shall receive a vessel of the best ^fl/r(fbr we 


’ ])ukc of Ancaster^ hrredUary great cbamberJaiD^ and lord^ 
lieutenant of Suffolk, 

^ The prince, 

^ Lord William Mantiera, second son of the Duke of Hut- 
Jand, lord of the bcdchaiftbcr to the Prince, was canvassing 
the county of Lciceater, in opposition to Mr, Mundy, on the 
vacancy occasioned by the death of Sir T- Cave* The canvas 
lasted some months, the writ nut being moved till November. 
Lord William was returned. 


171 ® 




brew no iite in this country) that ever broi^fat 
up air>*»I dare not say wind-*Mx> two feir ladid^. 

1 believe by this tiote, Ma^dsm^ you will say 
** Spleen 1 Lord, if ho caA write such a long 
letter, if he was here how would he cluster !** 
However it is better as it i8,/or you may chdoae 
whether you will read, but in the other case you 
cannot help hearing. 

I am not much concerned whether you read 
the end or no, for I flatter myself you arc per¬ 
suaded, without my repeating it, with how much 
zeal and sincerity I am, '&c. 

* Hehvet. 


Gross as this and a preceding passage are^ it baa been 
thonght right to prescnre them aa cjcamplea of the manners of 
the timcj and Ob a proof tbat^ in decency at leasts we are supc^ 
rior to what ih called our Augustan age. 
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MRS- BRADSHAW TO MRS* HOWARD. 


[No precise accoiiot of Mrs- Bradaltaw can be given* She 
seems to have been connected with Mrs. Howard's family— 
very intimate with Laijy Moliun—an old maid—and a person 
of more g^iiety than dolic^tcy. De<^ncy hfw required tlic 
omiscifiii <if large portions of her letters, wfiich, though very 
sprightly, are also very gross*] 


Juno [17100 

You will not expect any news, when I tell 
you I have been out of iny castle but once since 
I saw you, and that was yesterday to see ‘Lady 
Clarges, who is come to town; there I heard 
that poor *Lady Ashbuniham died on Wednes¬ 
day of an apoplexy, and lier lord is ready to go 
mad j yet there is many an honest gentleman in 
this town would be glad it were his case. 

Oh Lord, I had forgot!—there is a plot, they 
say, but I, not being at the bottom of it, can 
give you but a dark account, further than that 
there are four of the Scotch guard taken up for 


' Barbara, datiglitcr and cn-lieire!?8 of John Bcrkely, Viacount 
Fitzbarding, aud wife of Sir Thomas Clorges, the eeooud 
baronet. 

® Henrietta Stanley, daughter of the Earl of Derby, widow 
of John, Earl of Auglesca, and second wife of John, first Earl 
of Aslibuinham* She died on the S6tli June. 



listing men for the Pretender; and that if they 
had gained their wicked will, they would have 
seized the Tower. Some other confession they 
have made, which is not yet ready for the public. 

Sure, I fancy the Countess of ^Godolphin will 
be a convert to our *court, for 1 hear she dined 
with my *Lord B. again on Tuesday; and B. 
is far too much taken up with his new ac¬ 
quaintance to admit an old one; so I must be 
content to broil in my own cock-loft this sum¬ 
mer, and have no other comfort but what you 
in your bounty will afford me by letter; and in 
order to it, a cargo of paper shall come by the 
first conveyance I can get. But master "Paget 
does not wait, 1 understand, this week, by whom 
I thought to have sent it; but you may borrow 
a little more upon the strength of what I have 
got for you. 

I wish you may not repent of your tolling me 
to write often, for I shall certainly do it, though 
I am ^consumedly dull; but I hope to make this 

* Hennctta, eldest dnughtor of Jalm, Duke of Mddborough, 
Mifc of Frdupjtt, second of Godolphiii; in IT*22 Duchess 
of MarllKirough ; Iwbt knoT.^ ti ns tlio fnend of CnngreiQ. 

^ The PrioceN. 

* Probably AJlan, Lord Bathiirst, ofwiiom more hereafitcr. 

^ Colonel Thoinas Paget. See p. R. 

7 Tins strange uord (whltdi, pcrlujis, ia a corrnptitm of 
€0nBUmmatciif') wii^ at one time fashionable, but it ImiI beci^mc 
ridtctiZous aitice Farquhai had put it into the niouthsof Scrub 
ami bulieii. 
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one lettetf at <least, welcome, by telling yoa of 
your •son’s health, whom I have just sent to in- 
qujre after, and desire he shall drink tea with 
me. Madam Bellenden is-come to sup with-me^ 
1^0 I can say no more hut yet 1 am, &Cf&c. 


MRS. BRADSHAW TO MRS. HOWARD. 


’ ■ Tfinteday Night, |;;4th Sept. 

' ■ I ' 

DEAR LADY HOWARD, 

* -if ^ 

Fob so I think you 
should he accosted’, since you are a pop nearer 
being a countess than you was last week*. Can 
I serve you in any kind about your moui^iing ? 
if you think jne capable, I beg ygu wiU let mej 
have the pleasure of receiving your commands.! 

Pray, when you take- your journey to the 




^ Her ODly child, Henry, who, on the death of his father in 
1733, became tenth £arl of Suffolk, He wao bom about 170G^ 
andMicd io 17^^ without issue* ^ 

’ Henry, jfifth Earl ^ of Suffolk, and first Earl of Bindon, 
Mrs* Hoirard's brothex-iu-law, died Ist September, J7IS* 
His only t>oii died in 17$^, without issue, and the title passed 
to his uncles. 





mooDt let’tne'go in'your train,‘for 1 
a patsion to se^ foiei^ga partaj <m<t our world ia 
to me Oxtremely dull, though I hear there are 
hrave doings at 'Hampton Court. l<was much 
importuned to go on T^uesdigrdo the play, hut^l 
have no notion of serving two 'masters. 

I have seen myjiamesake *Bellendcn, who tells 
me she diverted herself -mighty well at Rich¬ 
mond } for all that, I ^isn you would come to 
town, for I havO no acquaintance here to give me 
a lift, and I am ^aid your Master will forget 
my ridiculous face$ imless you will be so good 
to deliver an hUijablo petition I have to make— 
it is to put a boy mta the'CrSa/teri House \ he is 
qualified as being a gent^man': his father was 
an officer, and ^ilidd in the smwiqe about twelve 
years 'ago»' and the child Iias'‘na^ng to educate, 
him but what his relationS^do in chanty fc^ him.; 
I kDO\^ Hi3*R. H.' has the-putting in one every, 
year, and Christmas js the^time: if you would' 
be sO go8‘d a? to take aU opportunity wKen you! 
think if proper to Hfl up this my humble re-t 
quest, 1 should take it as a great obligation;' 


* Where the king now was, 

^ AHodlng to the dissensions between the king at Hampton 
Court and the prince at Efclimond, 

^ Margaretj sifter of Mary Bcllendcn. Both aro comme* 
morated in Gay% " Welcome to Pope from Greece,** as 

Ikfadgc BcUenilcD, the toUcfii of the Ijmd., 

And uRilmg Maryj soJ^ and fiur down ** 
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and I fancy the readiest way to incline you is to 
let you know it is a very great charity, and though 
that is but an odd argument to use at court, yet 
I will venture it to yon. 

I must give you a hint that you are a little 
lazy, for you live at the fountain-head of news, 
and I really do not see the face of any animal 
but my own domestics in ten days together; 
and you know it is hard to spin all out of one’s 
own bowels. 

Since I wrote this Lad}' Mohun came in and 
caught me in the fact; she would know who I 
was writing to, and when I told her, she desireil 
tne to put ill her service, and desires you will 
not forget to bring up her purse that she says 
you promised hbr. If she should go^to Rich¬ 
mond ill her own coach I shall get a lift, for I 
really have great yearnings after seeing dear 
Mrs. Howai'd, to whom 1 am a faitliful slave in 
thought, word, and deed. 

J 

I know it is better manners to put this in a 
case®, hut then it is better housewifery to send 
it witliout. 


' An etivcIojK?, or cover. 
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JOHN GAY, ESQ. TO MRS* HOWARD* 


^Gay, belove<l by eviery body, was supposed to be especudty 
patronized by Mra. Howard; but that patronage (and per^ 
haps some indiscrettoos of the simple bard himself) eusurad 
him, h U mid, the discountenance of Queen Carol I ne, and 
tike opposition of Sir Robert Waljiole. Swift, displeased 
with Mrs. Howard on his own accfmnt, adected to quarrel 
with her for her imputed neglect of poor Gay, Lady Betty 
Germain—^in two excellent letters printed amongst those 
of Pope and Swift—defended the sincerity of Mrs. Howard; 
but it was not till after the death of both the queen and 
George IL that it was fully known how little was the ^in¬ 
fluence of the favourite, and how absolute that of the queen. 
But, after all, there is reason to doubt whether Gay's 
grievances were not over-rated. His tory friends, who did 
not chf>ote to avow their oten cause of quarrel agaiust Wal¬ 
pole and the queen, were not unwilling to make a pretext 
of his* Let us endeavour to set right a point of literary 
history. Gay, far from being jwrsecuted, ap|»ear9 to have 
l)oen favoured by people in power* He wits selected in 
, 1714 to be seiretary uf tbe mission nliich conveyed to the 
Brunswick family tbe news of the illness of Queen Anne, 
urifl of its ouii approaching accession. Gay's friends con¬ 
fers that his rni n awkwju'dness and simplicity threw au'ay 
tikis opporUinity of reeoti mien ding liimbclf; and tlie truth 
is, that “ in simplicity a diild,'* be uas n bully incapable of 
business. In 17^4 ne And him publicly and actively pa¬ 
tronised by the prince's court. In 1727, im tbe iicoession of 
George IL he was offered the situation of gentleman usher 
to one of the young princessjcs* This office. Gay—under 
the advice of his friciuls—refused aa an indignity. Where 
the indignity was is not easily discmerc<]; tbe kind of|]]ace 
tit for Gay was a small siiiecun^ wliicb might affortl him 
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breads and leare him leisure for bis literary pursuits ] and 
Buch was the office proposed to him: for one of higher and 
more important duties his tenijM^r and habits incapacitated 
him; nor detes it seem such a viole^kt indi^nift/ that he^ 
irhose greatest merit at that time was his Fables^” written 
for one royal chitd^ should hare been appointed to a nominal 
office about another royal child. But a most Important fact 
has not hitherto been noticed by any of Gay's biographers; 
though traces of it are to Ixj foutid in Ids correapotnlcucc. 
He was, in \1TZ^ during the liorght of Walpole's power, 
ap|)omtcd a comynUnmer *>f the a place in the mi¬ 

nister's immediate gift, of respcetahle emolument and little 
labour, It is true that his name was oTnitted from the com^ 
mission in 1731, but surely that might iiave been fairly ex¬ 
pected (cren if liia state of health did not account for the 
emission) afbr the publication of The licggitr's Opera, which 
he professedly wrote as a satire on the court, and on Wal¬ 
pole and Lord Townsbend i)ersoijally: and it is painful to 
find a man of Gay's talents expressing himself in the style 
of a mere party hireling.—'* It is my hard fate," ho says to 
Pope,— ill allusion to the fables written/nr the prince^ and 
T%eBeggar's Opera written against the court;—" it is my 
hard fate that I must get nothing wliether I write/;jr them 
or agnir^si them*" 

On the wliole, then, it seems, tliat the abuse whidi has 
been so long and so largely JavisbtMl on Queen Caroline, Sir 
Robert Wal|M>1c, and Mrs. Howard, for neglect or persecution 
of poor Gay, is undeserved, and particularly by the last* 
Gay was born in 1680, and died in December, 1732.] 


■ Dijon, Sept 8, 1719. 

If it be absolutely necessary that 
I make an apology for my not writing, I must 
givfe you an account of very bad physicians, and 
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a fever which 1 had at *Spa, that'confined mo 
for a mpnth; but I do not sec that I need make 
the least excuse, or that I can find any reason 
for writing to you at all; for can you believe 
that I would wish to converse with you if it were 
not for the pleasure to hear you talk again? 
then why should I write to you when there is 
no possibility of receiving an answer ? I have 
been looking every where since I came into 
France to find out some object that might take 
you from my thouglita, that my journey might 
seem less tedious; but since nothing could ever 
do it in England, I can much less expect it in 
France. 

1 am rambling from place to place. In about 
a months I hope to be at Paris, and in the 
next month to be in England, and the next’rai- 
nute to see you. I am now at Dijon in Bur¬ 
gundy, where, last night, at an ordinary, 1 was 
surprised by a question from an English gentle- 
ihan, whom I had never seen before; hearing 
my name, he asked me if I had any relation or 
acquaintance witli myseyi and when I told him 
I knew no such person, he assured me that he 
was an intimate acquaintance of Mr. Guy*s at 


• Gay’s biographers rerord aii'-it wliicli lie made iit 1"J7 
wltli Mr* Fultenuy' to Aix^ but tlipy itn not niouttuti llii^ tour 
in 171Q, 
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London. There was a Scotch gentleman, who 
all supper time was teaching some French gen¬ 
tlemen the force and proju'ioty of tlic English 
language ; and, what is seen very commonly, a 
young English gentleman with a Jacobite go¬ 
vernor. A French marquis drove an abbt; 
from the tabic by railing against the vast riches 
of the cliurch; and another marquis, wlio 
squinted, endeavoured to exjilain transubstanlia- 
tion; “ that a thing might not be what it really 
appeared to he, iny eyes,” says he, “ may con¬ 
vince you; I scern at present to be looking on 
you j but, on the contrary, I sec quite on the 
other side of the tabic.” I do not liclieve that 
this argument converted one of the heretics 
present; for all that I learned by him w.as, that 
to believe traiisubstaiitiation it is necessary not 
to see the thing you seem to look at. 

So much I have observed on the conversation 
and manners of thc;jeopfc. As for tiic anmah of 
the country, it abounds with bugs, which are ex* 
cecdingfamiliar with stranger,^; and us for 
garlick seems to he tlie fiivourite production ol' 
the country, though for my own part I think the 
vine preferable to it: when I pubtish my travels 
at large, I shall be more particular j in order to 
which, to-inoiTow I set out for Lyons, from 
thence to Montpelier, and so to l*aris; and soon 
after I shall pray that the winds may be fa- 
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vomubid, I mean I to bring you from Richitiond 
to London, me from London to Richmond; 
so prays, &cr 

J. Gay. 

m 

I beg you, madam, to assure Miss Lepeli', 
and Miss liellenden, that I am their humble 
servant. 


MISS HOWK TO MRS. IIOWAItl). 


of tieiicral Kinaniicl (foiirtli brotlier of 
tTio vibnniJit) ITrorc*^ liy kupt^rtn^ ii ruLtimd ditughtcr 
of Priria) RujwJtj Ijy Mias Sophia. 

Ho we was maid of Imnoiir to Queen Caroline, while PrinoeM 
of Wales, hut imist not lie confunnded with her couiiin 
3ldn/ HtHrc, wlio aftcrivards Judd the same office, aud who 
«as nmn'ied, in l7'J~h to Lord IVnibrolte, and f^econdly to 
Mr. Morchuiot. it is »iiat(:er of Idstory that jHtor 
Sophia was iKdrajed, flixiii xiflcr the date of thct^e letters, 
into tlic last indirt^Tetioii; and she died, in \72M, vutli a 
lilernislied reputation, and a broken heart. Her trK>-favoured 
lover was Mr. Anthony Lowther, brother of Henry ViecouDt 


* Of these aniiHible and lieaiitiful fneiuL, lioth maitts of 
hnuour to the Princess, uiid corresiHUidents of Mrs. Ilowani, 
some jiceoutit will lie found ,1! the herid uf their rcsjxittive 
letters. Gay celebrates their attractions iti his Imila^l eaJied 
Daiooti uiul Cupid;" of nddcli the jKiint (triiial enough) rs, 
that Cupid 

.—New dwtilh at &mil, 

With Jhth'ifdiH und LijH iiJ" 
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Loofidalej and lier frailty made a Bensation not diBcrcditable 
to the general character of the young ladies of the court, 
since it continued for twenty years to be a subjc?ct of w^on- 
der. In Sir Charles Hanbury Williame’s poem describing 
the Duchess of Manchester's ** Morning," General Churchill 
introduceB this story: 

The gencnl found a lucky minute nqv 

Tu Ahf insdain 1 hoJ you knovn Miss Howet—^ 

I"21 tell you all her history/" he cried. 

At this Charles Stanhope gaped enctremely wide— 

Poor Bateman sat oti thorns—her grace turned pale^ 

And Love] trembled at the impending tale^ 

** Poor girl! she once wa& thought extremely fair, 

Till worn by love^ and tortured by Jesj>dir. 

Her pining check betray'd the inward smart; 

** Her breaking looks foretold a breaking heart. 

At Leicester Jfouac her pasrion fiict began. 

And Nunty Lowthcr was a proper msjri; 

** Rut wlitn the princess did to Kew remove, 

" She could not bear the shsenco of her love, 

** Hot flew away ——— " 

In Gny’s Wolroiuc" lirr he^dlt-^s^sness is (ouchtrd upon’— 

—Perhaps IMisa Howe came there by chance. 

Nor knows widi whom, nor why riie comes along/" 

The fullow'ing letters of this giddy young woman are rery 
characteriistic of that levity, and neglect of her higher du¬ 
ties, which led to her ruiu. Of Lord llervey's celebrated 
epistle of Monimia to Pbilocles (Dodsley, voh iv* p* 82*) 
Miss Ilowo was the heroine.^ 


[Tlie ‘Holt, 1719,] 

You will think, I suppose, that I have had no 
flirtation since I am here; but you will be mis- 


Tlicrsnj^er's lotigc in Holt Forest, near Farnham, of trbicli 
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taken; for the moment I entered Farnham, a 
man, in his own hair, cropped, and a brown coat, 
stopped the coach to bid me welcome, in a 
very gallant way: and we liad a visit, yester¬ 
day, from a country clown of this place, who 
did all he could to persuade me to be tired of 
the noise and Jatiguc of a court-life, and inti¬ 
mated, that a quiet country one would be very 
agreeable after it, and he would answer that in 
seven years I should have a little court of my 
own. 

I think this is very well advanced for the sJiort 
time I have been here; and, truly, since what 
this gentleman has said, I am half resolved not 
to return to you, but follow his advice in taking 
up with a lianiiless, innocent, and honest liveli¬ 
hood, in a warm cottage; but for fear I should 
be tempted too far, put my LordLumlcy* in mind 
to send the coach for me on Tuesday sc'nnight; 
for though it will be a sort of ’mortification 


.Gener&l Howe and his lady were grantees: the latter long sur¬ 
vived her hiisl):ind, and at Ills decease the rangership was 
granted (i> Mt, MimJaunt, who fiail imirritftl ifary Hhuo, 
Countess Dowager of renjbrokt\ 

* Itidiard LuniUyj soon aftervrards (17S1) boansd Earl iif 
Scarborough j mast^ir of the liorsc to tlte Prhicossi of Wales- 

* Many letters atid poetical jeux d'espritsi of the pririressV 
court testify Miss HouVs peciiliar dislifce to tlio life of soclu- 
lien wliich she led in her visits to her mot her 
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for me to leave this place, 1 will not be so ilU 
natureci as to let you all die for want of me. 

I am just come from Farnham church, where I 
burst out in laugliing* the moment I went in, 
and it was taken to be because I was just pulling 
out one of my Scotch cloth handkerchiefs, which 
made me think of “Jenny Smith. The pastor 
made a very fine sermon upon what the wicked¬ 
ness of this world w'as come to ;—* * * 

My sei'vico U) tlic Tiukv of Argyll*^, atiiJ tell 
him I broiiglit down his jday-tlnngs to divert my- 
sidf J nmnot siiy to pot myself in mind of 
himj for ///a/piirjjosc it would have been a need¬ 
less trouble to load tlie coach with tlunn. Tell 
Stanliojie* 1 luivo lost the Bal/i rhi^ he gave me, 


* All tliL“ iricirU^iiU uf tljh letter c rc(vtrd('(l ,i ballad^ 
written liy Mr. Molyneiix, fniind in ftneOior roJIortioii ot'MS.; 
it \'i not u'itliout liuniour^ but banlly fit fur jiiibftratiim. On 
this irrtvprcKt taiijjliiiijf In »'lmrr)i tiu' of St. AUi;<ii!i 

fliiit Mi llewts hill! fier tliat voH/*f not tlo n ww.ttf 
thla^; to itbieh tlJi^ giiMy g^iri imsiverciU I your 
jianlotij / can (h a at I matt if tJihiifx.'* 

^ Mr. Speaker Sniitb uji}>ear8 to hiuc liafl at least three 
(laiiglUcra. Tlie eMe'itj wn^i umrried to the Hon* Mr* 

norUTt—one of the ntber^ xras uiurned tt> \Ii\ Aslietim—a 
tliirilj [jrhiliably ibiiiOj \\"aa a maid of honour^ ;Liid vriiij afterward.s 

goiTruo!^ til the Dube of ('tuiilK^rbmd* 

^ Joliii, Dube of Argyll and Greenwich, was reconciled to 
the King, and lord stewanl iii Februuryj 1/19; it 

is thcrefon* piwitiilile tljut thcfu* letters should be dated iu 171ti* 
^ Afterwards Lord Cbcsterfielil* 
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but I ana going into one (a bath) to-night, where 
I will dive for the other (a ring) tagive him when 
we meet. 

S. H. 


MISS HOWE TO MRS. HOWARD. 


(The Holt), 1st Oct. p719.] 
DEAR MRS. HOWARD, 

I AM very impertinent 
to troulile you so often, but I must desire you 
to get the princess to excuse me from coming 
to itu’ birth-day, for my griindinotlier* is dead; 
but I must come to town before, though mamma 
has invited me to stay bore till aflorwards, which 
put me in such a tremble that I am hardly re¬ 
covered : it was indeed a dismal Jicariug. 

Pray desire my Lord Luniley to send the coach 
to Godaiming next Wednesday, that I may go off 
on Thursday, which will be a happy day, for I 


' This: must Ijfive for her paternal 

f'raiitlinMhcrjI^irly AiinabLOla HuirOj flicfl in 1/05, TIjjs Lady 
Aniiabella was tlie iiatitral (if the fa^t SiTopp, Lari of 

Siiiitlci laml; but Cltarles IT. granted fier the rank of an Earl's 
(laughter, a precedent wbicli was folhi\rcd in the ease (/f Lady 
Mury Churchill, the iiaturoJ daughter of Sir Robert Waltwlc, 
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am very weary of the Holt, though I bragged 
to Cartei’et* that I was very well pleased; she 
has often remarked, I am the worst dissembler 
in the world; for I always out with the truth at 
last: hut then I proposed some pleasure in going 
to Hackw'ood and to my Lady Forster's, where 
1 shall only dine the day I depart. 

If my Lord Lumley docs not send the coach 
he never shall Iiave the least flirtation more with 
me. Perhaps he may he glad of me for a mvmer 
sail next year at Richmond, when he has no 
other business upon his hands. Next Wednes¬ 
day the coach must come, or I die. Pray send 
me word before-liand if he will obey my com¬ 
mands, for that will keoj) up my spirits while 
1 stay. 

The *goc)d lady put on her broad.girdicd 
calico gown, luid striped night-clothes, to look 
decent upon the death of her mother: that ffiil 
is a bad omen for me, ibr she always comes out 
with sonietliiiig dreadful wlicn she is adorned. 
She no .sooner entered the room, with a face a 
thousand times more pale than ever had, 


* Mih3 Bridget C arturi'i, uk'ue uf tlHj first Curkrtit, 
one of niriiils of lionoiir, 

* Hackworni Park, near Odiliain. 

* Her motlier. 

' Mrs. Hoi\anrjt riRiijilexiou waa jide, as ii]ipears by her 
picturcsj as well as several allusioh.-! in her cornsjKJiKlciiec* 
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but she comes out with the tktal sentence* ** that 
1 might take this opportunity of staying here 
some time longer;”—but hang me if I iloi—and 
if the coach is not sent* I will come away in the 
waggon, that I am resolved upon. No! no! I 
have profited better by her lesson than to fail 
so much in my duty to the princess in being so 
long without waiting®. 

One good thing I have got by the long time 
I liavc been here, wliich is, the being more sen¬ 
sible than ever I was of my happiness in being 
maid of lionour; I won’t say, “ God preserve me 
so,” neither; that would not be so well. I be¬ 
lieve it wifi be better for me to go straight to 
town, that I may have my matters in order 
against you come. I have told mamma that 
Lumley m!«^scnd the coach a good while before 
tlic birtfi-day, because the men must all be in 
town to have new liveries made; so let some¬ 
body write me a letter that ” he is very sorry it 
'must be so, but that it is absolutely necessary” 
(I am sure to my repose) “ to come next Thurs¬ 
day.” My service to all the he and she flirts at 
llichmoiid, and believe me very sincerely 

Yours, 

S. H. 


* Taking licr tiiru of attcmlancc on tlie prinmss; tlic only 
duty of whicli alie seems to hare thought. 
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ARCHIBALD, EARL OF ILAY (afterwards Duke of 
Argyll), TO MRS, HOWARD. 


F 

[Archibaldj secotjd son of tlie first Duke of Argyll, was born 
iti lfj^52j for his services in forwnrdiiig tltc Scottish union 
he was, in J70G, created Earl of Hay: in 1743 he succeeded 
his brother as Duke of Argyll; and he died in 1761* after 
having held, s«ccet5sively, all the great oflices of Scotland, In 
pulitLcs, ho \\Ai^ for many years athichod to Sir It. Walpole, 
who^c niaiiager for Scotland ho was; hut Sir Robort's friends 
coiiijdajuod—(Sir C. H. Williams roa<le it the sulijeet of a 
hitter fpjgrani)'^tli:it iti cUofisiiig the parliament cf 1711, 
wbidi outvoted Walpole, Lonl Hay had played the old mi- 
uister falsr; "hut,"says Horace Wai}>ohs Sir UoWrt never 
occusd^d him," At court, Lord Hay and Ids brother were 
jKtrtisiius of Mr^t, Howanl; and in the supposed rntentien of 
Mr, Howard to take ffirciblc posM'ssiou f»f fiis lady's person, 
in tier progri^^ss from (Hn* of the royai residences to aunt her, 
these tn'o great lords arranged and proteelcd the fair one's 
joiiriiey,J 


f Paris, September, 171!),] 

MADAM, 

NoTWITHSTAMDmC thC poUtOllCSS of 
this placc^ I have no other way to answer the 
bef^iniiing of your letter, but by a flat contra- 
* diction; ^Hroubic.'^omc! impertinent! new fa¬ 
vours —as to me it is impossible, and even as 
to others, I have yet good an oi)jni(ui of man¬ 
kind, that those who liavo least merit, I believe, 
would think tliciiisclves happy in receiving your 
commands* To show you* in two words, how 
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the thanks you mention are owing on my side, 
consider that you miglit have had the friendship 
of many considerable men by being my enemy, 
and I could only havt; received the precarious, 
nauseous, prorossions of one silly woman ', by 
not being your friend. 

I have laid out the money* you bid me. 
It is very dilficidt, in a letter, to give you an 
idea of the funds of this country; but, in fact, 
evojy body has made estates that have been 
concerned in tliem for four or five months. As 
a lit lie instance of ibis, coiisitj .lackj has got, I 
believe, near 10,000/., and lias lost the half of 
that sum, by a iiuioroiis, silly bargain lie made: 
for my part, I came alter all was in a manner 
over; and as I never meddle w'itb those matters, 
I do nothing but buy books and gimcracks*. It 


‘ It wiitild soriij lliilt tJie jicrson Jim* lueiitioiicd were Queen 

C’iirtilint'; tint .sht* w:i\ far fnmi btiiii;'A Hiid she 

diiwiiyd tmitinl Mrs. HoMiinl with ii luiHlerufiiiii iohI good liu- 
jiiuur tbut pri'tmitt'll :iuy oprn oinnity Indn uon tfioir respeedye 
friondst Vot I huow not JUiy otlior rivalry that Mrs. Howard 
could liiLvc luul lit this ptnviofb 

^ In the Mis'^i,‘'sippi m'Ik'iuo, Thcfsc Jotters afford striking 
oXRTupJos of tlio stork-jtihiifijg infiituiitjoij which ut this {icnml 
ImcI ;i]l ranks and hcxos both in Knglaml and France. 

^ Pnibidily Cohmol Jobu Caiiipbollj of Manimoiv, afterwards 
fourtb Duke of Argyll, tlic husband of Mary IkOlejiden* 

^ We shall str piTscntly that this assertion is rontradioted 
ill this very letter. Lord Jlay was deep in the Mississippi 
scheme, and published, in Dcecnibcr, 1716^, a treatise, formerly 
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is true it is now very late, and yet, by what I am 
informed by him who knows all, and does all 
here, I am of opinion that whatever sum you 
remit here may be turnet^to great profit. The 
stocks are now at 950 , and if no accidents hap¬ 
pen of mortality, it is probable they will be 1500 
in a short time. The money I laid out for you 
was 5000 livrcs, as a subscriber to the ^fifty mil¬ 
lions of stock lately added, of which the tenth 
part only is paid down, so that 5000 is the first 
payment of 50,000 livrcs. The subscri])tion was 
full, but Mr. Law was so kind as to allow it me: 
some of tlic sul)scriber3 have already sold their 
subscriptions for 230 , that is, their oivn money 
back again, and 130 per cent profit. Whatever 
you think fit to do, you may bid Middleton remit 
to me so many livrcs j I shall acknowledge the 
receipt of them, and do the best I can. You will 


written bf Mr. Law^wlth an encomiaHtic preface from the pen 

of bis !ordshi]ij with a mdtto from Cicero, --0 terrain 

illam beatam quee hutic Tirum exccperitj Kane In^rntani si 
ejeceritj mi^ram si cmiserit \" A woDderfiil example of adula^ 
tioa aud infatuatton, 

* As the company had uodertalcen to lend the Frendt go* 
Temment 120Q tnilZiona of lirresj they fouod it neoeBsary in 
September^ 1719^ to raise 500 milliona by the sale of fifty mil- 
lionSj at the rate of lOfK) per action^ being ten times their 
original value; this subscription, payable in ten monthly pay¬ 
ments^ was filled in a few hours, and soon bore a premiuEti of 
ceilt per cent. 
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think the levity of this country has turned my 
head, when 1 tell you that your master’ might, 
within these few months, have made himself 
richer than his father. As late as I came, 1 
can tell you, in secret, that I am pretty well. 


ARCHIBALIJ, EARL OF tLAY, TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Paris, Jait* \6, 1720* 

MADAM» 

Since my Lord Belhaven* hAs been 
here I have so mucii taken it for granted that 
he will have informed his acquaintances of your 
family of the Paiis iiew.s, that I thought it idle 
in me to rejicat it; however, for scribbling sake, 
I trouble yon with tliis. 

It would be very difficult for me to give you 

^ The Prinoe of Wales, The nevt letter leads oue to belierc 
that this hint \tas not tiiroAfn auay, 

’ John, Lord Befhaveit, fleeted, at the iek acees- 

aiun, one of the ^sixteen Scottish and apjiointod soon 

after one of the lords of tlko prince's bedchamber; id April, 
i72Ij^hc was appointed goverDor of BiU-bodoea, hut perishtnl 
by shipwreck off the Lizard, in his (Kissage out. There seeiiis 
reason to susjw4't, from some of Lord Hay's expressions, tJiat 
Lord Be[hareii''s ^isit to Paris related to some cojicern of hie 
royal master ^ ith Mr, and the French fmid^. 
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ahy tolerable account of tbc Mississippi, since 
I was the last time in France, witliout writing a 
pamplilet. Every post I receive from Engknd 
new terrors concerning it, and, what is really 
very diverting, some arc extremely apprehen¬ 
sive of my losing the money I have got, who, to 
my certain knowledge, arc very much mortified 
at my getting it: I am not insensible of distant 
dangers which may attend the funds here, and 
I wish our own were absolutely free from them; 
but for the objections wliicli have conic from 
even considerable peojilc in linglanil, they prove 
more that tiicy liave learned their own business 
by rote tlian that they have any true notions of 
the ])rincipics of these matters. I know a pretty 
extraordinary instance ol’something of this kind, 
if I could venture to tell; hut thus far I may 
venture to say, that either Mr. Law knows no- 
thing, or some who carry their heads very high 
in England know less than people imagine. 

I wish I had known of a certain compliment 
made to Mr. Law (by older”) liefore lie toJ<l it me 
himself; for I may say to yon, in confidence, 
without vanity, and without impertinence, that 

’ It wouM SL'em tliat Lon! Iky was (k'sircil to iutmilureLonl 
Belhavori to Me. Lavi, as ^ p/wair fVieinl, wliiJo Mr, L;tw was 

appriscii from sonic otlicr quarttr, Ay dnit'r, tiiatLord llolhavuti 
was einpiojrTil ))y tho princu- Tim ^ In tip alfuir i& huificjiently 
iiiyatcriousi blit thpic can bo littfc tioubt tbnf it relates to sodic 
pra^j^ccB lietweeti the priiM'c and Mr. Law- 
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it would have been nothing the worse. It has 
obliged me to enter into a long, disagreeable, 
unhappy detail, in order to explain the mystery 
of ray endeavouring to make a friend of mine 
well with him, and yet concealing his errand 
from him; as soon as I had justified myself I 
proceeded to do my duty to my superiors, and 
that, perhaps, more than would have been pru¬ 
dent ill (at least a tiy/OT/frrr), if I had not entire 
confidence in the person 1 spoke to, and were 
not master of too much philosophy, and too 
much money, now to be afraid of doing what I 
think riglit. I have cflen fieiird of my being 
opitfialre, but 1 had always this comfort, that if 
I liad any honesty, a little of the other was very 
necessary in this world. 

Your money’ matters go very well, thongli 
the ac/htii* are fallen from 1900 fo 17^0; yet 
the meaning of it is notliiiig else but jieople's 
selling Ibcir ffrtiotis in order to bny the new 
primes (as they are called), whicli are a sort 
of subscription at 52^00, 100i> livres down, and 


’H ovv Liwly Moiiuti (i|> her does 

nnt appear—lint pmUihly til; for mw oftor tJie ilatr of this 
fotUT the foil of the stikk Mas nipiil, and Lord in- 

fofudtmn prolkibl} previMitctl Wr sstdling out at tliib 
of tho 

^ Mississippi 
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iD^OOO six montl)3 hence. The government 
here will find it so much their interest to prevent 
any persons losing by the accepting their offer, 
that I am of opinion there will be something 
to be got this way. I do from time to time in¬ 
form my Lord Belliavcn of any thing that occurs 
to me for his service; and I believe he will say 
that I have been useful to him. 1 shall leave 
this place in a few days. I am, madam. 

Your slave. 


MRS. BRADSHAW TO MRS. HOWARD. 

[R. 20.] 


Saturday uiglit [April, 1720.] 

That I am good natured, my very enemies 
will allow; neither am I suspicious or po.sitive; 
I will therefore believe it very possible that you 
have not much time to trifle away j nay, I am 
grateful for the favour I received by this post; 
and though gratitude is an old fashioned thing, 
and as seldom in use amongst us moderns as a 
ruff, yet I am not ashamed to own I think it a 
becoming ornament, and will never leave it off, 
but shall appear in it when I find any one mis- 
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ti’ess of those generous principles, Which yoii 
are blest with. 

As to wliat amusement the keau monde find 
in the park, or any where else, I am an entire 
stranger, having not been out of my own castle 
above once since I had the honour to see you. 
I converse much with Solon, from whose philo¬ 
sophy, and niy own experience, I have a sove¬ 
reign contein|)t for the beau monde, and all their 
works. I cannot help flattering myself that this 
is a little your own turn of thinking, or 1 should 
never Iiave picked you out from the rest of the 
world ; ami I proclaim my inclinations to show 
I am proud of my judgment. 

I hear of neither christening, burial, or wed¬ 
ding, and I do not believe there are fine folk 
enough in town to raise scandal; at least if there 
be any, it is chambe)' practice, and not yet come 
abroad. ^Your master’s letter to the king, and 
poor IJowc’s® misfortune, is all our theme, and 
that is almost worn out, so you must send us 
something new, for the other court lets nothing 
out of tlie garden The king has a new bird 


* A li'ttcr from tlic Priuce of Wale* to George I., written 
UTuler tlic lulvicL® of Sir Robert Wid|Kilt\ which led to the ter¬ 
mination of the sell ism which had eslbtcd between them, 

® Sophia HowCj already iiientioncil, (See jwi^e S.j*) 

^ Of St Jaiueft's. 


VOL. 1. 


K 
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out of my neiglilmurhood^, which I hear he la 
very fond of. 

There are some animals for your mistress; 
I wished them all dead, for my street was in an 
uproar when they landed. Now I have told 
you all I know, pray let me hear a little how 
your court^ goes, who and who are together: 
I wish I coiiltl cotnc and inform myself f<)r my 
bowel’) yearn to see you, hut I have not one ac¬ 
quaintance in town that has honesty enough to 
come to that court. 

1 have sent ten times to Dr. Dmister’s'’ to in¬ 
quire after your child, and could never be in¬ 
formed till this minute that he w.as gone from 
the.ice, I would have filled his belly sometimes 
with fruit and tea. You will have the rCountess 
of Bristol to-morrow, 1 licar; I am afraid I shall 
not sec her while slic is in town, but I should be 
glad if you would make my compliineiits. 

Hark you, Howard, this is but a doleful 


* It (Ws IB it ti) ivhoiit this allutlts—Diciirutig is 

* TIk' prijirc^s tonrt, in rtHitrnilistimtiuu from tlic kin^V 

® Proliabl^ Uk* who, iu Junt, was lnad^^ prr- 

IwTjddry .Setntin, 

^ Elizabeth Countos"!! of Hrislof; a ladv' whose vi- 

ViTcityj orceiitrintyj anti laie «f pleasure and of jday are all 
celebrateil by her ri>nteii»porarii»ev. SFic vv'as one of the ladvos 
of the Prinrc‘s^''3 bcddianilier. 
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ditty: but do not be discouraged, and give me 
over; for faith and trotli, the more you know me,' 
the better you will like me, for 1 am sound at 
tlic bottom, and that is no ill thing as this world 
goes. Adieu. 


MRS. MOLESWORTH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[Elf^abeth WtOivotxl, ^laught^r of Dr. Jamrs WcIwockI, ami 
of Cajiliiiu Wiilti'r fiftli gou of tlic first 

I.ortl Mok'SMor til. Thr maioli wtiA a htoku otie, uh< 1 not 
very agroeable t<> the old Jonl—but Mrs. Howard protected 
tbc youjig couple- Mrs. Molesvrortli died jti August, 

Dr. WcIa^ooiI was a Scotcli pliv^iictun, tducaU^d at Leyden, 
wblther Ids parents liiut been djligcd to fiy for having had 
.‘»oijie share in tlie inunler of Ardibi'^bop Sharpe, D^^'tor 
Welvtood returned at tfie lie;olutnai, and, at t/ie desire of 
<^uceii Marv, ;rrote “ Meriioirn of ICngland fripni laSS to 
^ 168S/' He VI as a mediator in the family dissensions which 
separated Mr. ami Mrs, Ilevrard, Tlie Uhig. Brit4 is erro¬ 
neous in placing his death in 171 unless there was another 
]>ersou of the same iiaTues and prufesshiji—for James Wel- 
wood, M,D-, died on the 1st April, 17-7-] 


Axminster, April 31, (1720-) 

MY DEAtt MRS. HOWARD, 

After having waited 
with some impafience lo hear from youp I re- 

I.’ 

*v ^ 
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ceivedyours, which made me ample amends, not 
only by the assurances it broiigfit me of your 
affection and esteem (than which nothing can be 
more agreeable to me) but the additional pleasure 
of liearing you have been successful’ in the South 
Sea. If you had considered me, as I really am, 
sincerely interested in every thing that happens 
to you, you would have been more particular as 
to what degree fortune has extendc<l her bounty 
to you. Perhaps it is talking too much in the 
style of a lover to say, that if she .secs you with 
my eye.s she will bestow her best gifts upon you j 
but this I may venture to affirm, that if she has 
any judgment you must be a favourite. 

What yon tell me of my Lord ®l)alkeit]fs 
comforting himself with another Lady Jane, I 
had heard before, with some wonder—tiot so 
much at iiim as at the lady who was content to 
be the comforter. 


' Smith Spji stiJi'k abmit timii jirr tout* 

• Fntfipl"* Far! of Dalkt^ith, hi»ni in <i( tlio 

Duke Ilf Monnumth- He heriinipj <m the ikMlli lii^ pnind- 
riK^tlicr ill 17^*} nf Huceleiigh. Ho inarrrodj on tlio jth 

of Api'ilj 175iiO| JtOif Dnii^^las of tlie Duke of 

Qucoii'vhcrrj''; hut who the Lad^Jaur was ’iiith whom he had 
Iwjforo comforted liimscif does not appear* After Lady Jane 
Dougla>'!* death, in 17t39, lii'i aj^pears to tme comforted 

himself uith one Alice Fonell, \ihom he married in Parson 
Keith's cliai>e], in May Fair* 
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Pray give my service to Miss ’Lepell, and 
teil tier 1 atn glad I did not hear of her illness 
until it was over. 1 believe it would have saved 
Mr. Harvey a great deal of pain if he could 
have been as ignorant of it. 

1 suppose you have had no small share in the 
joy this happy reconciliation* has oteasioned. 
1 heartily congratulate you upon it. Mr. Molos- 
worth testified his zeal at the expense of his 
sobriety; for lie was not satisfied to make his 
men drunk, but got drunk himself, and it was 
no fault of his that I was not so too j in short, 
he celebrated the news in a manner that alarmed 
the coiinlry people, for after he had made them 
ring the bells all day, in the evening he made 
his troop draw up before his lodging and he at 
the head of them, and began the king and 
prince’s liealths together, and then the princess, 
and after, the rest of the royal family; at every 


Mary Lepd^ miirritnl a few after tu Lord Hurrey, 

iilui is ralluil Mr* Ilartoy; Iii!> elder brotlier Carr 
still uJive* (Sur 

^ Of tilt* itud tho Printv of Wales* We may judge of 
Hic ]ier§;[it to wludi the euTuity iiiiist have arisen when mc 
find the rccotu iliatton tdelwated Mich public and violent 
rejoidugs, Jt twk pWe mi St. George's day; aitd^ in nue of 
tlic piihlic pajwrs of the tiniCj we arc grjndy told that the 
officers of tlio two courts A/Avr//, and rongrntulated 

one another mwn this au^piemus retsmrilint ion 
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health lie made his troop fire round a volley of 
shot: he invited several gentlemen to pledge 
these healths, and when they had done tiicy 
threw the glasses over their heads* When this 
was done he carried them all with him to drink 
a bowl of punch. As to his men, after they 
had despatched a harrcl of ale they thought 
themselves not glad enough, and he, to make 
them so, went uinoiigst them and gave them 
money to finish in wine. lie is at present a 
little disordered witli that night’s work, and 
desires his best service to yon. 

And I am, &c. 

E- Molfsworth. 

I heg to hear from you soon; I know you 
have not much leisure, and theref ore would have 
you write by snatches, or any how, so you let 
me hear from you sometimes. 


MRS. MOLESW’ORTH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Axminster, June 25, [1720.J 

I HOPE I need not tell you, my dear Mrs. 
Howard, that J heartily rejoice at your success 
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in the South Sea‘, for you would have treason to 
think me void of friendship and gratitude if 1 
did not. Certainly fortune never bestowed her' 
gifts oil one who deserved them more, or had a' 
more just, or elegant taste for enjoying them. 
But since she is not always so nice in the choice 
of her favourites, 1 cannot forbear repining that 
it is not ill niy power to put myself in her way, 
that I might share those bounties of which she 
is at present so profuse. To tell you the truth, 

1 nm almost ISouth Sea mad, and I find that phi¬ 
losophic temper of mind which made me content 
under my circumstances, wboii there was no 
seeming jjrohability of bettering them, forsakes 
nio on this occasion; and I cannot, without 
great regret, reflect tliat, for want of a little 
money, I am forced to let slip an opportunity 
wbicli is never like to happen again. 

Terliaps yon will think me unreasonable when 
I tell you that good Lady Sunderland was so 
inindful of her absent friends as to secure us a 
five-liunilrcd pound subscription, wbicli money 


* This just iifiw at itH Soutfi-Soa- 

stock at tho of Jimt laid by tin? end uf tbt* 

month 1000^. jfcr mit- 

’ Judith TtchbariJC (see p. Itf.) Lady Tirhboniej graad- 
niotlier of Lady Suiidorfatiilj was grariduKitbrr n( Mr- 
Mofeaw'ortb; and Sfi\ Moles^'ortli's sister ffiwi nisink'fi ber 
coutfiu Captait^ W. 1'irlibf»rnr- * f 
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my father laid down for us, and it is now 
doubled; but this has but given me a taste of 
fortune, which makes me more eager to pursue 
it. As greedy as I seem, I should have been 
satisfied if I could by any means have raised the 
sum of five hundred or a thousand pounds more, 
but the vast ju’ice that money bears, and our 
being not able to make any security according 
to law, lias made me reject u scheme 1 had hud 
of borrowing such a sum of some monied friend j 
but since 1 bave given that over I shall endea¬ 
vour to be content with the share I have in tlie 
good fortune of my friends, among whom I am 
proud to rank my dear Mrs. Howard. 

And am, &c. 

E. Molesworth. 


HON. MRS. CAMPBELL TO MRS. Ht)WAnD. 


QMary Bellundcti, yflungest daughter of Jtdinj second Lord 
Bcllcndcni was one of the maids of honour to the princess^ 
and (with her amiithfe and lorcly f/itnd Miss Lqmll) the 
delight and ornament of that enurt, Waljiolo, in Ids ac¬ 
count of the sfxitety which used to incct in Mrs. Howard^a 
apartment^ tells that, above all^ for universal admira¬ 
tion} wa« Miss Belleudeir Irler face and ]>er60U were 
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cliftrming—lirelf was almost to itmrderkf and so 

agrc<;aljle, that slic waa never afterwards mentioned by her 
<^OTi temporaries In it as ihc t}mt perpivt wnture they had ever 
known/" Tlie prince vt as nut insensible to such charms^ but 
Miss RelJcnden felt no reciprocal passion. Her sense of 
duty and honour was as exemplary aa Her beauty. It is 
added, that the prince, finding her heart already engaged, 
had the geiieroi>ity tx) agree, that-^pru^idcd she inarriecl 
with^iis privity—she should make her own choice, and that 
he would t>c kind to the liiisband* Unfortunately Misa 
Bellenden did not confide ilk this engagenietit; and, lost hia 
royal highness shuttld throw any ob,staele in the wuy, she 
marriwl, wretly, Colonel John C'ampljdl, ouu t»f the grooms 
of tlie liedcliamlior (longafter Dulve Argyll). The prince, 
siiys Walpole, never forgave, and often at court rcikiinded 
her, ]i» a disagiveable way, other lireach of promise. But 
it ought to be mlded, to the honour of Gcorgt^ the Second, 
that Colonel CauipWl, M'ho might ba\e expected home 
little shore in the princess auger, not only continued zti 
his service, but was actually promoted, oti Ids accession, to 
!)c of his majesty's k^lcliamber. The exact date of the 
secret marriage is not hnuwu, bat it was declared about the 
middle of June, 1720* 

Mrs. Campbell died in 173fi, and was the mother of th^ 
fifth Duke of Argyll, and three other sons, and of Lady 
Caroliiiei uho married, first, the Bari (jf Aylesbury, and 
scHaidlvi Marshall Coiiviay. Mrs* Caiiipbell’s letters will 
lint, it is feared, fulfil the expectation uliich tlie admiratiou 
of her coEiteiupuriiries may have raised.] 


tBath, 1720.] 

O GAD, I iim so sick of bills, for my parf, 1 
bclicvo I shiill Dover be able to hear tlieni men- 
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tioiicd without casting; up my iR-counts^ {bilb 
are you Icnow)* I ilo not know how 

your hills in Loiuloiij but 1 am sure mine 
are not liroppctl, for I have jKiitl one tins morn¬ 
ing as long as my arm, ami as broad as my ^ 

I intend to send you a letter of attorney to 
enable yon to dispose of my goods befom I can 
leave this place—such is juy condition I was 
in hopes to liavc found flic good effects of your 
present, but I have nothing to brag of but your 
goodness, wliich is always more than my desert, 
I am just a-going to the king^s garden—I wish 
to God it belonged to my lord-mayor, as the 
saying is, Tray give my duty to my gratiff- 
mother'^ and tell her I love her, and wish her 
the desert of the good, and prosperity of the 
wicked. My dear Ilow^nrd, God bless you, and 
send health ajul liber!//\ Don’t show this, I 
charge yon, at your peril* 


^ It h til Ik; Mrs. r^iiiplx-irs tiiesLiinj^ vnll hrr{* 

(‘feCKpo tk' hut shr, anti Utr :i^r slu* 

lived ill, iiilsW^ iiKk-lirarips fiir wit. 

^ Thi> iiuist Ik* a ]iii'kit;iiiie fur SfUrii* ]K.'rvna nf tlie cniirt, 
as Mrs, CauutU^ll'H /'raudruntlik'r, Lady 

died ia 1G7.1, ami lier iratcruul grandiriotht^r, A lire, 
of Drogheda, nas liorii alHiut mart; so tkit licr king still 
alive in 17^0 L iniprtjkhk 

' This oipressioii jjiarhs strongly Afrs. LanijilKdl's npiiiirni 
fif tlie of Mrs sitimtioii, fo whirli Wal¬ 

pole has aJhuk^, 
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MRS. HOWARD TO MRS. CAMPBELL, at Bath. 
[This is an answer to a letter whirli doe* not appear.] 


[Ridiiiioiiil, 1720,] 

I ii.tvji seen Mr. CanipbeJI, anJ dare as.sgre 
you tijere is itotliiti<ri to be apprelicMided from 
that side. He hows to no other altars than 
those erected in ’Cliaiige-ailey; but 1 confess 
I am not so .sanguine as to your lad) ship. Your 
inclinations seem finely warmed with Bath 
waters. J have often heard from that place, 
complaining how mnch they lay in folks’ heads, 
blit I own the effect lias been as different as 
most people’s [lersons arc from that of Mrs. 
Campbell: the sjirightly letter I received ju’oves 
iny argmnent good, but it is a bad omen for 
Mr. Canijibell, and may jxjrtend something in 
’ or upon his head. 


' Mr.'i. Camjibell liatl to Bdtli stKrt jf'ier Jicr iiiarriagis 
wlicncu Colfim;) seems Ui liaii* jiakl a \ \^\t LojhIoh 

on South Soa Im&fncss; hi.^ Jiroly apjK^rs to hare jol>f*cl 
TFith Mrs* Iltmavtl as to the tn U'Ijidi hur husLarKBs 

fidelity ira.>i (^xjiohcd iii tfio nijutah Mr'i. Tlmwmi hor 

that ho brms to no altars hut tho.st! orected at tlm Stock 
Excliaiige. 
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* Meadows, *Uartcrct, and I xvant our stray 
slieplicni, or an epistle from him. I am afraid 
we arc the three contending goddesses—I fancy 
this is a pretty thought, and might be improved. 
We have a Jimo, and a blue-eyed maid, but 
indeed no Venus, content for a gold bauble to 
send her Paris to a Helen at Path, llcmcmbcr 
the fate of Troy, and do not forget your friends 
at the lodge; every one says they arc j'onr 
humble servants. I suppose tlicy are so, but I 
desire only to answer for myself, wlio am your 
most obedient. 

I have kept the same grave unmeaning face 
I u.scd to wear (which, to compliment me, you 
may call philosophical); the fall of stocks has 
given me a large field to amplify upon, and a 
thousand good reasons for its so doing, which I 
liai'c therefore performed several times in our 
green-room to the edification of my hearers, and 
enforced every argument with thatgcstieiilatiou 
of the hand for which 1 am so famous. 


* Miss Mi'imIoivSj one of tlic mmds of honour, sifiltr of Sir 
Shlncy Mesnitnih. Slie is eeltihrate^l by Ptjpe iinil tlie otliiT 
poet Jaure-itcs of tlie Princcsit's ctmrt for lior pnuJence. Siic 
grew yjd, it is thonglitj in the office ofniiilil of honour 
^ See page 40. 
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MRS, CAMPBELL TO MRS. HOWARD. 

I- 


' Drayton, [1720,] 
Saturday Morning, 

I AM sure I need make no excuse to my dear 
Howard for my not staying at Kichmond that 
night, as I proposed, since the loss was on my 
side j but Godolpliiii* having a mind logo home 
early, John-’ tlioiigld it would be better for my 
health and ease: so you know I do not love to 
contradict him, therefore I consented to take 
diglil with the rest. I had [a letter] from Mar¬ 
garet^ last night, which informs me of Madam 
Hawley’ having been at llichmond, and her 
great fright thereat. I beg you would let me 
know how she looked and behaved, and if she 
is likely to take with their royal higlmesses. I 
'am sure she comes with one great advantage, 
wliicli is, having your good wilt and protection, 


* The sciit of Lsidy Biitty Geriiiaiiic. 

^ PfulKibly Honrict^, Counters of Godolpliijji aflicnvarils 
Dih'Iioss of Marlborough in hor own nglit. 

* Col. Caiuiihdl* liLT IiiisIihihI. 

* Margiirot Ii^t 

IklloniUoi's niaUTJial half-sister, Tdtdy TIjk* Ramhiy, 
iTiarrietl Lunl Hawley of and their daughter is 

liuly tneiitioM'iL 
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which, I flatter myself, will not be lessened on 
ray account; for tliouji;li tlie oblipfution comes 
imnioiUately from the Duchess of Dorset®, you 
may be sure I reckon you the Ibuntain and 
foundation of that poor girl's getting her bread; 
for without you I never slioiild liave had the 
courage to have attempted it. 

I hope you will put her a little in the way 
of behaving before the Princess, such as not 
turning her buck ;~and one thing runs mightily 
in my head, which is, crossing her arms, as I 
did to the Prince', and told liim I was not cold, 
but I liked to stand so: and then some sort of 
warning as to Claton” (I cannot spell her name), 
and gaming. 


* Eliz. Cnllypiir, fpf J^urtl i^irtinorp^ wift> iif thp first 

Dukpf^f Dofjipt, liiul Iktiioiic ot'tlip ninids ofliiiiuiDr (Jucpn 
Antic, unfi n as firjit lady licdpljainbcr, and iiftcnvards 
mistress of the tu Cjintlincj hitli ivhcit iinnccss and 

qiipon, Tliu somiid rcsi^nK^d in Mrs. Hovvnrtrs fa- 

Tour wlipiij Lit J/.’iJj. siic iK'pamc Cl^lIltcs■^ of Soffulfi, 

’ Ad [inmsiiiff iiistniipp of tlic niifCToinoiiiom way in \\liiph 
this lively lady treated the Pnnee lias }h;cii prvsri-vciL One 
evening sitting by hcr^ liia niyal Jii^hiicss tonk nut a pnrfse, 
and Iwf^an counting bis money : the “^giddy hut high-spirited 
Bellendpii” either tmk tins for an insuitin^ nifwle of fourtshfp, 
or she was really weariefl and Inst her patieiipp, ami she, hy a 
very suddeu Tnotitni either of her fnut nr lier haiidj sent hi!} 
royal higlitiess's guineas rolling aliout the lli>or, niid^ uhilc he 
was gathering them up, ran out of the rfKito* 

* Mi'S.Claytfiu, u ife "f Rnhprt CJiiytiin, Em| of the Tnensurv. 
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* 

Now, dear creature, write to me, and send me 
some news, tliat I may make some figure in the 
country. I have been pretly well ever since I- 
came here; it is a fine place, and wc live very 
easily and agreeably. I shall sec you when the 
Duchess of Dorset goes into waiting—we all 
move together. I intended to have written to 
niy Long Leg and Short, but I have not time 


a frieutl and ci)rii:',|MHult:iit i;f Saridi, IJiiclicsti tif M.^rlln>^nug]l, 
On tlic itrt'c-sinu iif L tlu^ (tkrongh Eitrao 

Bothtnar's iiifiiicnrc) proc^iml for her frieuil the jjJuee of be<|- 
diamlier-^v (iiiiiui to the I’rim uith frrent 

a fiiMnirite as her LiilhM^ne Mis, \uth the Briiire: 

hut ChiytOTi was nufc su t|i^irjtMV''tetl :i'i Mr^. Howardj 

i\x\AJ)U in tills I'asej niore lilitTal tlian iore^ and 
aUhniLgli WaTpidr lias cnlfed her “a |M>iti}n>us IjIoflJie.itl,'* she 
luid the art tti pivioiire lier lm>)l)an(l to lx‘ ereaU^d Lord SutidoDj, 
and she e\errls(>d over the Qnei'u an intiuejiro uf whicli even 
Sir Unkwt Widjjide as jealous. It afterwards hnmvn 
that her liold nil tin' (Jiiceii «:ts llie seeret nf ii rupture, with 
which lior insijesty uas aJllirtcd, and \tliuh li id tlie weak* 
(lesM til \i ish, and the cour.ige tf> lie abh% ta cniieeaL Lady 
SundoD was the patroness of the Jnvr-cliurdi vlergy^ of whom 
mail} were athmued hy the Qiiecirs infiuenee, and she was 
more than suspected of tiiming lier favour to jH'Cuni.try profit, 

Otic rcmarkulde pair of diaiiunut ear-rtti^^ h hidt slic haxl re- 

■ 

reived as tbe price of some ]diiee site bad obtained, sbeworcnne 
day in a vi'iit to her old friend tJie Huelie'‘S of Marllwroii^li * 
after sho bad gone, the Diulioss exelaiinedj What an impu¬ 
dent crcaturcj to c<inie with her brrlie in lier ear!" *' Madauij'' 
sai<l Lady M. W. Montagu, wlio vv,is present, ^"Inov should 
poojile know where is Wif* unless a I/UJi/t is hung out?" 
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this post j but tell them I hear they were pro¬ 
digious civil to my niece, which I take to my¬ 
self, and love them more tJian ever, which I will 
assure them at meeting. Tiie bell rings for 
dinner: adieu, tny dear Swiss*-'. 


IION. MISS BELLENDEN TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[T^ie original of this letter, sigricMl M. B. la emlorseil as being 
from Bollemloit; but the Iiaml-writingj mid other cir- 

ciinjatunrc!;, it more |>robable tluit it is from Margaret, 
tbe elder sister, cdebratiil in day's “ Wclnmio" as 

“ Ikltcnderii tlie taUebt of the land 

Cl"-’”'] 

’IlAnitY will tell you that oiir plcasiu'cs come 
so thick upon us, that 1 have hardiy time to 
sleep; and though at this moment one eye is 
quite shut, I cannot go to bed till I own to 
deare.st of all Howards how much I am her 

A 

slave, and that is as much as you please to allow 
a female to ho. I entirely confide in yon upon 


^ Mrs. Hoviard was ealletl animjgst Iier familiars by tliis 
name, fur wliat reason ran not be useertaiueil ; but perliaps 

from her cautious, inoiTcnsive, and neutral disjiiisitian. 

‘ Her brother. 
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all occasions, and am oxti'emely delighted evfery 
tiling goes so well with Madam «Boss. 1 do 
assute you her being agreeable to you is not 
her smallest recommendation to every body out 
of court; and what they tliink there, except when 
it relates to your happiness or pleasure, is a 
joke to me. 

I believe you will he in town before me, 
for wc are to stay a great while, and at present 
Lady ’G. thinks we shall have too little time 
to finish all that is so in her head; but she is 
as close as a corked bottle, so 1 can tell no 
moi'e what is to become of my great person 
tlian tlie great pope of Rome. The Veres* arc 
still in our neighbourhood: they arc very great 
latlics, and so at^ we, tlicrcfore move slowly to 
one another. ' 

You may be sure I will never n.aine you for 

an author upon several accounts, nor indeed 

talk of any thing you writ, fiir indeed it is 
* 


2 Pmbably Jla’wley, 

" PmlKibly Coiiiite^s of GmloljiluN. 

Nil i1ou)>t tbc flflUghtrriT und vnbtdros'jOs rtf AnbrcVi biaf 
E.irl of Oxford of lUii Vore family. Lady J)iaNaj tlio eldo*it| 
joarried tlio sofond DiiTtc of SK Albany and Mils grwim uf tin? 
stole tn tho Frincos'^, Lady Mary, thi; M't?oiid,dird ‘sinldvoly, 
and unmarried^ on the Kt Aug- as slio nav tnlJn^ tin* 

mr in licr rarriagw ui Hyde Park. Another lister, L^idy Har- 
riotj difd in 173d. 

VOL. I. 


1 
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what I detest; and have taken care of your 
letter to Lady Latisdowne. And to make it 
easier to you for the future, I send yoii the 
direction. 1 had lately a letter from South- 
well, who is spriglitly as a bird, and I send 
you the enclosed, which she sent me for coun¬ 
try wit, and I believe it may be of that kind, 
for I do not taste it. I shall see Lady Moliun 
very soon, and I am sure wc shall discourse of 
you with a very good taste,—you know she can ; 
and 1 have all tlie sense God ever gave me yet, 
and when the subject is pretty, it is the less dif¬ 
ficult, which is always a great satisfaction to 
dear Mrs. Howard's faithful and obedient 

M. B. 

Pray bid Bess kiss my face, and tell her that 
I will write next post if she does not wear red 
(paint). 


MRS. BRADSHAW TO MRS. HOWARD. 

[P. 26.] 


Aug. 21, [1720.] 

Yes, Madam Howard, I have been in Pluto's 
gloomy regions, where I was very well received 
botli by his majesty ami queen Proserpine. They 
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were seated upon a throne of ebony; at the 
foot of the throne was Death, witli his sharp 
edged scythe, instead of a chamberlain's wand; 
about him flew black Cares and cruel Jealousies, 
and Ambition, putting all in confusion. On 
the one side of the presence chamber was Tar- 
turns, which is the abode of kings that govern 
by ‘arbitrary power; and on the other tlic Ely- 
sian fields, where such good people as you and 
I arc rewartlcd; but I was forced to go through 
'lartarus before I could come at the Elysian 
fields. 

I met a world of my acquaintance, but did 
not much care to acknowledge them. In a pass¬ 
age betwixt tliesc two places I met with our old 
friend Lord Wharton*; he is just the same gay 
thing lie was in our world; be told me that at 
the side of the room I was tlien in, there was 
prepared a place for the present ministry; for, 
said he, they are of a mongrel kind, iicitlier quite 
fit for hell or heaven, and nobody here would 


^ Mrs. Broctshuw tvas a bUuHch 

' Tiioif>as, eldest son of Philip, Lord Wfiartoti, lK>rn in I fi tO; 
t mated on tlir aeocsBion of L Marquis tif Wliartoii, 

Ho was a Jeading whig; had a chief liaiid in tlic lleroliition, 
and in all the whig ndministratire measures of the siU'txHjding 
reigns, till his death in April l7JrL Hia wit, taienLs, and 
zefit, ntjuic him ^ory obnoxiuus to the toriesj and hit» [K^niou^d 
profligacy gave some evniae for tlieir abuse. He the fa- 
tlier of tlic more witty ;um 1 more proriignte Duke of Wfiartnn 
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care to associate witli them. I askcil him alter 
the beaux esprits. Alas! saltl he, we have no 
such thing; Minerva has as great a pique to our 
region as to yours. I pay my titlie as ill here 
as I did the last twenty years of my abode in the 
other world; but we Iiave some fine gay things 
here of both sexes, and about a month ago one 
of Proserpine's tiiaids’ was privately iiiarricd to 
one of Pluto's bedchamber; she is gone to make 
a visit to one of the court: there lie stands, as 
pensive as if he had just tlirown an ill cast. 

We Imve, said he, one l:uly^ whom I can 
recommend to your friendship j licr futiier was 
a son of the muses, and his daughter inherits her 
sire's wit; she is a great liivouritc of Pluto, 
and conscipiently of our queen: all the court 
arc fond of her, she being always ready to do 
a good turn, and seldom speaks ill of any one; 
this character made me tliiiik the time lojig till 
he brougiit us together. I found her person 
prodigiously agreeable, and for the time I staid 
below I was as often with lier as I could. I 
found she answered the account my marquis 


’ This, pcrlt.i[is, alltidcs Miss Bellemlcn’s iiiarriDgu uhli 
Colonel Caniplkl}tljo n]i|r]it arise from fipitr 

having displeasoil the pritjtx*. 

* An allusioji, probably, to Mrs, Howard lieraclf, but F do 
not Find b-jw Jicr futlier deserved to Ik; eallcd a hoiz of tlic 

l^lUSC^h 
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had given me beyond my expectation, and did 
what I could to improve a friendship she at first 
gave me cause to hope for j but, whether I was 
not to h’er taste, or what other reason she had, 
1 do not tlilnk I gained upon her so much as I 
wished; and finding nothing else to please me I 
resolved Cliaron should ferry me back again. 
We were but very few passengers: nothing 
remarkable hapiieiied in my voyage, and I ar¬ 
rived ill this world at ten last night, which I 
found just as disagreeable as 1 left it. 

This epistle will convince yon change of air 
has not made me worse humoured •, that I am 
ready to tell you all I know; but you are as 
close as a stopped bottle, and do not give one 
the least account how things go on your side 
of the water. 

However, Madam Howard, I desire to abide, 
rest, and remain, most consumedly yours, 

P. 

I met Madam LepelP coming into town last 
niglit: she is a pretty thing, thougli she never 
comes to sec mo \ for whicli, tell licr, I will use 
her like a dog in the winter. 


' Lady H«rvpy. 
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lady LANSDOWNE TO MRS* HOWARD, 


^Lady Mary VilUera^ daufrliter to the first Earl of Jersey, kul 
tieen marrierl to Mr*Tliyijnc; hnt lie in 1710, a fevi'' 
months after flieir marriii^cfo, ami this lady prwlured a poat- 
hiimmis iUiij, wfjo u^as afterwards the stToiid Visroimt Wey¬ 
mouth, 8}ic rc-marrietlj in 171 Ij Lord Ijatixlownc tlie 
IhWt, and died in i73*>* Dr* Joltuboii erroneously eitllts her 
Anue Viilicrs’ and lie inisLdveH tlio date of their 
abroad, which Ijy this letter appws to have taken }>la(‘e 
two years earlier than the date assigned hy him. (Jnliii' 
^soil's Works, lol, x, p, 250*) See f?oiiie acemiut of hia lord- 
.jiip hereafter,) 


Paris Oet. the Oth, 1720. 

You could give me no greater pleasure, ma¬ 
dam, tlian to let me know that our inclinations 
arc imifual. 1 sent you some oftiie complexion' 
of this country, not that yon have any occasion 
to use it, hut only to show you what poor shifts 
wc are forced to make to look handsome in this 
place. 

I wish I knew how to distinguish the -sin* 
ccrc respect I have for you. I am sorry my 
friend® is grown so stupid; and shall be 


* Some rouge, with whicli it seems Mrs, Howanl ei^mlti- 
M'cndetl t<p improic her roniplexion, \iljich iras iialiiraHy pah‘. 
M ibS Ikdleiideti'suiarriai'i' with Crdonel CamiilK'll is <itat<'d 
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tempted to have a quarrel to matrimony if i| 
has robbed her of that vivacity which became 
lier so well. 

I am now beginning to turn my thoughts 
to your splenetic patt of the world; we are 
told here you hre altogether by the ears, and 
th|it there are i terrible ‘commotions in Ex- 
change Alley;* which is but bad encourage- 
ment'to coipe among you, for u6, wl»o are lovers 
of peace and quiet. Nothing, however, will 
much trouble me while you give me leave to 
continue, dear madam, • ^ 

Your most faithful servant, 

M. LaNSDOwifE. 


LADY BETTY GERMAINE TO THE HON, GEO. 

BERKELEY. 


[Tliid r«]^brati'd and aintaUlc lady wa.^ ^ady Betty Berkeley, 
second d 4 UgHter of Clurlob second earJ of Berkeley, and 


in the Iltiiottcal Ite^isht to li^ie taken pjaL'e on the 22d of 
the tiianiK in wliicli lettet; i>ritt6n; hut it ajtpean 
from other evirleiicc, that Jt ^ae dcclarerl in June, and it ia 
certain tliat jt took place nonie tiinc before it was announced- 
It without doubtj the match alluded to by Lady Lansdowne 
® On at count of the fiiliire of the Soutli-sca scheme, lint 
the commotiouH iu Cliani^e'Alley nere n^t'inorc violent than 
tho^ which the Mi^isissippl failure had lately produced in the 
Rut de (jutncampQir. 
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Bifttct of Mr. George Berkeley, to whoin Wi adclrcsswl tlic 
'follomng violeut reproachcBj wliicli ternuottte so iigrecably. 
Slic waa tke ’ividow of Sir John Ucrtiiaioe of Draytorij 
itJio left her his large fortune; whtcli slie^ at lier doiy^asCj 
bequeathed, \vitU the name of Germaine, to Lord George 
Sack Til le, so disagreeably known by his condutt at the battle 
of Minden. J^dy Betty had been a fkiond of Swift's almobt 
from her chihthf)od, and is celebrated in some of the guy 
Terses with irhfcli he aimiMid the family of her father ulion 
lord-lieutenant in Jnd&nd When the Doan funeied lie had 
some reason to oornpfuiti of Lady SufFolk* Lady Betty defended 
her frioml in a couple of letters, nearly the best in tht col¬ 
lection, nhich arc printed among Pope's and Swift's, and 
which Jt has been thouglit netchsary to reproduce in the 
following pages. Lady Betty died in December 1769, at 
an adi ant ed age, I di^ not dud the e'cact date of her birth; 
but, 3*5 she was old enough in 1700 to add a stanza to some 
unfinibhed verses of Swift, “^hc could be little less than 
ninery at her deccascp Her whole life seems to hare Wen 
an exercise of gocnl-humour, generosity, and ufTection ; of 
all which (jualities the following letter seems icry churiaiC'i 
teriatic ] 


17th Oct [1730,] 

Wry, thou foot, V’'PPy* ttockhead, George 
Berkeley, dost thoR think that I will he troubled, 
with seciiritie'ff? or call 'it enter into your no- 

head that if you were put to distress for four 
thousand pounds, that I should not think my- 
self happy to be able to serve you?—-But 
please yourself, sir—have desired the ^ Speaker 


' Sir Spencer Compton, afterwards Earl of Wilmington 
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to let you have what you want. He tella me 
he fears another such call from the Bank ; but 
even though you should take the fbur, still 1 
sliall have enough without:—^they are much 
higher discount than 13,i which most of my last 
were sold at; ’ I hope to’havc the honour to see 
you in'town next Sunday—so^adieh. Worse 
and worse here every day—go soul left that we 
know but Lrudy Kif and Mrs. ’ Coke, who sit 
and sigh for S. Sea, <>)■ >■ . , ■ 


MRS. BRADSHAW TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Bath, August th? SOtli, 1721. 

Oh, Madam How.ard, your poor slave Peggy 
has had one leg in the grave since you saw her; 
which has so accustomei^ me tp think that all 
worldly things are vanity and vexation of spirit, 
that I am titter to give you a sermon than an 
account how things pass here. 


• I’roliahly Miss Cecil, wife of Thomas Coke. Esq. vice* 
(■liambcrlain to the king. She died in January, 1/23 
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Either I have no taste, or all the Jisag^reeable 
people from the four corners of the world are 
assembled together in this place; though ray 
good lady countess *, who is never out of her 
way, can hud amusement amongst them till 
twelve o’clock at night. There are a good raany 
ladies one knows, hut the men (which you 
know is what Interests me) are such unfinished 
animals, one_ would sweaf they were beholden 
to the liot springs' for 4heir creation, without 
any other assistarite. Here is a Colonel Cotton 
who is a good agreeable man; bijt the ladies are 
all 50 fond of him, that I belidvc he must take 
to his bed soon. If you sec a footman iu the 
streets liis errand is to Colonel Cotton: he gives 
breakfasts, makes balls, plays, and does every 
thing a lady can tlcsirc; but then he is but one 
man, and cannot turn himself to at least ten 
women that have fastened upon him, from wliich 
contests do often arise amongst us. 

I would fiuii persuade Mr. Gay to draw Ids 
pen; but he is a lost thing, and the colic has 

■ - 


I Trokiblj" Latly p. JjO.) 

* I presume i'^ the L'dlojivl €otU>u whom Lady M, W, 
Monta^ L.uly Bristol to be in love (miI. lif, 

P- i&r of the edition of 1817)^ That K'ttor is dated (f pre- 
fium^by"tlic*^ditdr) J72,% but it is nea^t^bary here toobsene, 
that the datc^ of her lailyship's letters have lieen very in¬ 
correctly assigned in that edition. 
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reduced him to pasa n hum-drum hour with me 
very often. I desired him to club a little wit 
towards diverting you, but he said it was not 
in him; so I chose rather to expose myself, 
than not put you ‘in mind of a poor sick body 
that has taken physic to-day and not seen the 
face of a mortal. 

The countess is upon the walk, and has just 
sent me word she is coming home, and brings 
a party at ombre for me, which I had rather she 
had let alone; but it shows her good will, and 
she is really prodigious kind and civil to me. 
My dear Howard, adieu i as I mend in health, 
it is to be hoped the product of my pen will be 
something better; if not, I have so much re¬ 
gard for you, that 1 will draw it no more. 

I have looked for some edging*, as you w- 
dered: they arc all very dear, and I think not 
pretty-—at least, nothing so for a crown a yard. 
There is one, of a honeycomb ground, she will 
not sell under six shillings and sixpence; if you 
will give that let me know, for I bid her lay it by 
till I heard from you, which, I must tell you, 
would cherish me mainly. 

The countess sent you a message by Mr. 


^ Some apology may lie expected for rctainiDg this in¬ 
formation on the priec of edging; but such iiri'int!) will not lx- 
11II interesting to ladies, iiiul even to the graver beails xilio e.il- 
eiilate the value of money niid the progros** of inanufevhires. 
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Gray, and knows nothing; of iny wTiiSng, though 
I can answer for her she is much yours, and 
nobody more so than 

your own 

Peggy, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ham]}den* are here: I beg you 
will send me word if the Duchess of Argylc is 
brouglit to bed, for I have set iny heart upon 
hearing she has a son°. 


MKS. KUADSHAW TO MRS. HOWARD, 


Batli, Sept, die 19t}i, 172). 

I REALLY do not know how to go about giving 
you a description of the pleasures of this place. 
To me it is ali noise and nonsense, but the 
countess* finds her recreations: she cries every 


* Robert Hann[Hloii, of llanipiluiij grantlum of tlic patriot 
Hainpdcu, trlio wan ali >0 Lady Sutfulk's grandfatlier. 

» Jane Wai-burtou, hcrond wife <if John, Duke of Argylc 
and Greenwich, had been maid of honour to the Princes.'.. 
On the 21st of August, 1721, she was brought to bed of a 
slaughter. Their graces had no male i-ssue. 

* (Jf Urisbd. Her tears for the earl’s absence, after tii ri. 
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post-ilay for an hour, because,the earl has qqt 
come i she dries up her tears about twelve, to 
play upon the walks, and an hour sooner, if any 
body gives a breakfast (which happens about 
three times a week); we quarrel and arc friends, 
and at it again aflcr it is scolded out. 1 am 
only a luimblo spectator; for as yet, 1 thank 
God, 1 have not been in any of them. If it 
were not for sonic few people here that knew 
my parentage, I should be just upon the footing 
you anil I have often agreed the saddest cir¬ 
cumstance of life. In short, dear Howard, I 
never was so tired of any place in my life—but 
that is to go no farther. 

'Mr, and Mrs. Herbert are here, and I never 
saw any body so much recovered as she is. 
Mrs. llercnger passes most of her time with 
Mr. Congreve % wlio is in the house with her. 


aiid-tnenty years of woUock, would sniprt.'ic, if it did not 
ujijicar tli.it they were easily dried up, and that sbc en¬ 
deavoured to console herself witPi Mr. Staiiliope aud Colonel 
Cotton. 

* Probaljly the Hon, Itolicrt Sawyer Horhert, second son of 
Henry, eiglitli Earl of I'eiubi'okc, and his Indy, Mary, the 
dauftliter ofSjicatcr Smitli. They were both in the Princess’s 
family—he as j^ooni, she ns woman of the beilchamber. He 
■ifterwunls filled several jmblic ofiiecs, and died in l 76 ()- Hts 
[ally died ill 1 757 . 

' The jMict. 
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Mr. Stanhope* is at present the reigning man, 
and tile countess’s favourite. To-niglit he gives 
her and her company a supper at dame Lind¬ 
sey’s, and on Monday a ball;—who shall be in¬ 
vited to it has been matter of dispute these 
two days, and I fancy will end in pulling of 
coifs. 

I met Mr. Gay by chance, and told him your 
message; he is always with the Duchess of 
Queeiisberry, for we are too many for him} but 
tiiat is only in your ear, for we have now wd then 
a private conference at the Pump. Mrs. Coke’ 
goes away on Sunday, and I shall have a great 
loss; for when I can be my own woman I go 
to her, and am quiet for an hour, I believe I 
should be a great deal better for the waters, if 
I was not luinted beyond my strength j but as 
it is, 1 have no spirits. I hope to bottle them 
up till wc meet, and then I am sure I shall 
divert you with a historical account of my 
travels. 

Yesterday I began to pump, which, they say, 
will do my ears good, I came deaf, and 1 be¬ 
lieve 1 shall go iioine dumb; for I make very 
little use of my talking faculty, for fear of a 


* ProLalily Lufil Cliesttrlicld’a brotlior, William, 
' See jK 4 ?c 73 
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quarrels ' Nash^^ says, if I go off without one, 
my statue shall be set up in the town, 

I am heartily sorry you have had the head¬ 
ache ; but then I am glad you do not like the 
people about you^ if it makes you hope after 
your absent friends ; into which number I will 
crowd with might and main, and will not easily 
he tiirust out. I told the countess your mes¬ 
sage, and she gave me a long answer, which I 
will not set down: the substance thereof was, 
that you promised to write first* She is come 
home, and I am called down to dinner, and 
shall be in constant waiting till bed-time—so, 
my dear Madam Howard, adieu* 

Your letter has put me in better humour 
than I use to be, so I hope you will do it 
;igain. 


” With Laily Bristol vflioso temper was capririfins. 

' ^ lieau Naslij tin; master of tlie ccremoiiic'^ iit Bath, to 
w]imii a Htatuc erected, ItetHceii the Itusts of Pope and 
Chester field ; which ga>e occasion to that excelleut epigram 
which concludes, 

■' and Wit arc litile sctii, 

Aut Fully nr full lengtlii.** 



80 


—1721 


VAOY LANSDOWNE TO MRS. HOWARD, 

[P, 700 


[Sept. J721.3 

In the first place* I ,sliouI(l begin to beg dear 
Mrs. HowartPs [mrdon for not having wrote be¬ 
fore* to let her kiiow^ tlmt her inanteau’ is set 
out from Paris; and I was promised that it 
should be in your possession ttio 10th October; 
it is the choice of a lady that is famous for a 
good fancy, and the pattern is the newest* 
Tlie reason yon have not heard from me is 
tliat I have been much out of town* I was 
some days at Versailles and Maili* to sec the 
water-works; after that I have been much at 
St. Manr^ with Madame la Duchesse.-i Tliere 


' A fonialo voijc then \n tki Popoj in liis oataJof^io 

<if tlic wliicli niiiy fairly try u latly's temper, aib 

mils tke just iiitHgnatioii 

** Of Cynthiaj wF*eu fier mauicau's pma’U aury/' 

^ St. Maur, <in the banka of the Marne, about bjx miles 
from was a chateau of the family of Coude, 

Wife of tJic Duke nf Bourbon, ci^ninioidy ralJctl M, JiO 
Due, who fliiccccflcd the Ri^gont a#i prime minister of Fra ore. 
He never aflsiimed tbr title of Princode Coiitle; ner htus. Uiv 
present Duke of BourUuii- 
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I had not much time to write, to give you a 
true account of my person. I shall go with 
tfie same company to Chantilly* for a week or 
ten clays, to divert myself and to hunt. I refer 
you to Stanhope*, who knows that one can pass 
away time very well with that company. I will 
give you an account of the diversions of Chan¬ 
tilly at my return, that you may be informed 
that we can be ns merry in France as you can 
at Jticlimond. • I am very well assured that 
England blows an air of ingratitude to me, 
having not heard one word tliese two months 
from anybody; and yet, in the main, poor 
Liinsdowne deserves better—at least, if there 
be any merit in being so much as 1 am 

Yours, &c. 

M. L. 


* i]\u spleDtlid hcat af tliG House of Coining de¬ 

stroy otl ill tlio Hcvoliition^ A small adjouiiag lodge and the 
magni^ront stables still rctnaiti. 

' Became Lord Cheaterhdd m Jaiitwy^ 


VOL* [* 
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MRS. CAMPBELL TO THE HON. MRS. HOWARD. 

[P. .56.] 


Kuowlc, Oct. 12t!ij Q1721.] 

1 THINK it is a great wliile since I heard of 
you. 1 Jiave not written one letter since I saw 
yon, or else you would have read of me, I 
suppose you have seen my John, who will tell 
yon I iiuve had a sore mouth, and have been 
almost afraid of a cancer. I think 1 am a little 
better, but not quite well; and now am in 
dread of the plague. I wi.sh we wci'c all in 
the Swiss fan tons again'. Pray let mo know 
what your opinion is about it, and if you are 
afraid; I reckon you know wliat is proper to 
be done on that occasion j and I expect that 
you will communicate your knowledge for the 
good of the public. 

I know nothing of coming to town, nor have 
done no one thing relating to my progeny.’ I 
think of taking you for my nurse, and Miss 


‘ OK i tho Tefjtlpssncss of human nature 1 Mrft, Cainpbcff^ a 
feW' moutlis before^ was deJi^litcd to fparc tlie court, and now 
abe wishes herself baclf Mrs^ lift ward waa cnffccl by her 

iutimates the Strm, and liur ajiartmcnts in tfie jHilace tliti 
Swixs —pml^aldy in ;t1Jiision to the pnlitu'al uetitrafity 

wlizch ^be so vrtscly nmintaiued at rourt, 

' Campbell had al^FVe a year 
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Hawley* for midwife: if strength will be of 
usej she can perform that oflice. 

I have not taken any notice of her Grace of 
Argylc* since I went to Drayton. I shall write 
to her tO'day; and intend to say that I left a 
message with you when I was at Richmond last, 
to tell her that it was impossible for me to wait 
on her, not being in my owm coach : that part 
you know is true~so you must either lay the 
fault on your memory or your ears*, which I 
will leave to your own discretion. I this minute 
received the account of Mrs. Murray's* mis¬ 
fortune, w'hich last has almost made me swoon. 
Dear Howard, write me the particulars. I can 
say no more—adieu. Direct for me at Knowlc. 
They^ are all your humble servants. 

^ Her iiiycr* 

* Jane Warburf mu See page 76 . 

^ Mrs- ileaf fr^mi an oarly age* 

^ Grifielila BailhVj graml-daugitter of tlie first Earl of March- 
tnbntj ami <laiighter of the ('elel>rati'<l Lady Gri<iehla Baillie* 
She was married, in 17JO, to Mr* afterwards Sir A* Murray 
of Staabo[>e, and died in 1750. She beeanie disagreeably cele¬ 
brated for the attcn]|>t ntade Ijcr by licr fiK^tniau, Arthur 
Cray; to which Mrs, Campbell here alludes. Every one knowa 
the maJicioua balliul and tlie pompons e]iist)c by which Lady 
M*W. Montagu so unwarrautably increased the scandal of this 
unpleasant affair; ami yet we find her ladyship, in ihe usual 
her h^art and simplicity t>f'her manners" won¬ 
dering that Mrs. Murray should be otfciided at such iiuKiccut 
and good-natured pleasantry* 

^ The Duke of Dorset’s family. 
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LADY LANSDOWNE Tt) MRS. HOWARD. 

[P- 70.] 


Dec. .“itli, C i 72 J.] 

I AM mifjlity glad that dear Mi'm. Ilowaril 
liked her inaiiteaii: I hope it was not out ol' 
any coinpliinont that you wrote me word that 
you thought it pretty. If you have a good 
opinion of my fancy, 1 hope you employ 
me in anything that you have a mind to in 
these parts of tlie world. There are very pretty 
silks come into fashion, without gold or silver; 
I wish you could have made your ’ hlrlh-day a 
little later, and you should liave had one of 
them. 

As to your sword-and-pistol way, I am much 
of your ojhniun. If that is the only mode of 
having love and gallantry revive, we had better 
keep as we arc, anti he content with a hum-driiin 
rtirt; but I hope, dear Mrs. Howard, you and 
I shall live to see bettor days, and love and 
honour to nourish as in the old time. 

We have here an excellent new ballad *, sent 


* TJJ^' birtli-(tay of the Prinrc! tho 30tli Oclnlicr* 

’ Pn.ihuTjly Ltidy M, W* indorpiit ballad oh 

Mrs, MurrayS a(Uehtufc, ullufted fr> tii tlic iasjt 
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rrom En^i^land by the lady licrself to her dear 
friend L. M’. Fray be so goo<l as to let me 
know who is named for the author. 

We are told here that you rough English 
people have no fancy for Mr. Law*, la it pos¬ 
sible, that a new thing, and what one may call 
ti sort of a foreigner, should not please ? I am 
afraid that our nation is not of a constant tein* 
per. 1 suppose that by this time you have seen 
Sir R. Sutton* in all his French airs; but let 
me beg of yon not to give your judgment of 
the French ])eople by him, but only consider 
he was for a great many years in Turkey. lie 
can give you some account of my ladyship j 
and, iiulecd, I am very sorry he is gone, I'or he 
was a very good ombre player—so send him 
to US soon; not but we have a fine Spanish 
thing here, that gives fine dinners, and treats 
us with operas. Pray, if you ever see Lord 


^ Probably the Countess of Marj Lady M* W, Montagues 
wilt) wus at this time in Paris. 

* Tlic pelcbratwl Frptuli financier. Lady LaimlowiiCj in 
iilfiisitm to tlie nillibility of the Engli'^h^ ivondcrs that any¬ 
thing new and foreign should fail to make a seo'^atioii. 

* Sir Robert Sutton, K. B. at the revival of tTic order, 

Juno, 1725, and successively envoy iii Holland and ainbassailor 
at Constantinople, and, at the date of tlii> letter, iutni>te]' at 
the of Vej'wdllef). Ho lUArrirt! tlic young Dowager 

Countess of Suiiderland, ami the fatiter of Sir Hichanl^ the 
litivt lurimeL 
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Crayton®, make my compliments to him, and 
let him know that he makes a great noise at 
Paris amongst the ladies, though he thought 
to be so cunning at the ball at the Palais Royal. 
1 am afraid your patience is worn out with this 
long scrawl; therefore believe me, with great 
truth and sincerity. 

Your most faithful friend, 

M. Lansdowne. 


MR. LAW, THE FINANCIER, TO MRS. HOWARD. 


f John LavTj the (.■elel)rRted projector, irns Imrn in 

jn His father a banker, and at )ih rtHinter, 

y^oting Iaiw imhilKtd a ta^tc for hnanrial stuilicij; but he 
was also a man of pleasure, and iti 16^4 had the misforttine 
to kill a rival, of the name of Wils<m, in a duel. A reward 
was offered for his ajipreheu^inii in tlie Giusctte of Jam 3, 
lOO.V, which describes him ;is a hlack lean ijiaii> six feet 
high, with large pot'k-marks in his fat'^*, hig high nose, and 
gpoedi broad and loud.'" This accident drove him uhroach 
The history of Ida financial R'hemes in France iiceda tii> 
rcjiotition here. In the latter end of 171U his Missksijipi 


® Probably William Lord Cricliton ; afterwards, on the 
A- ilk of his mother, 1742, fourth earl of Dumfries. He was 
at this time a captain of dragoons. He died in 1768 . 
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bonds had advanced to be above ejxty times their origi^a} 
value ; atid Law was at tlio head of the dcstiJtircg of France. 
All Eiiro])e shared in the delusion: and we have seen that 
the liiglicst classes of society even in England were infected 
with the manta of jobbing. In a few months the bubble 
burst—the idol Law was overthrown. He escapefl with 
difficulty to Brussels^ and afterwards, iti Oct. 1^2 U arrived 
in England^ where he was at first treated with much 
distinction, andj it would seem fram this letter, bail ‘^nine 
kind of jHjnsion or allowance, In NovetnJior, 1721, he 
pleaded, in the court of King's Renrli, a partlun few the 
murder of Wilson: but he reioiiincd only a few mouths in 
England; and, again returning tn the Continent, fintshorl 
his clicfjuered ('areer, in iudigerice, at Venice, about Marclt, 
17290 


Tuesday, QI721.] 

Can you not prevail on tlio Duke* to help 
me fiomcthiii^ more than the half-year? or 
is tlicrc nobody that could have good-nature 
enough to lend me one thousand pounds? I 
beg that, if nothing of this can he done, that it 
may only be betwixt ns two, as I take you as 
my great friend; and I am very well assured of 
it by the honour I Inul done me yesterday at 
court by the King. I had another letter yester¬ 
day from France, with the same thing over 
again- Excuse this, dear madam, and only 


iVtilKildy Jahii, JJukc Aig)h 
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put yourself in my place, and know at the 
same time that you are the only friend"^ I have* 

Yours, &c. 

Law. 


MRS CAMPBELL TO MRS. HOWARD, 

[P. 500 


Coombankj April 2&tli> f 1722,] 

Tins does not come to draw dear Mr>s* 
Howard in for an answer, hut to assure you 


* This melancholy arousal, that Mrs* Howard was hfs mdj^ 
friend, affords a striking instance of the iiistalillity of fortune^ 
power, and frieudship, ThK letter viiis prfilJably n ittten in the 
winter of 1721 * The folhni iiig^ passage \\ fll dc^^crilie n hat the 
writer had been about the beginning of i 720: " Otir projector 
faa<l now arrived at an unexampled pitch of wealth and power. 
He possessed the car of the Regent; he was alouist adtirc<l by 
the people; and was constantly surrounded by prluceSj duhesj 
and prelates, who courted In* fiends hip ^ and seemed ijnfdltionjt 
of hh patronage* Sucli was the iinmensity of his wealth, that 
he bought DO leas than ftiurtecn eatatee, with titica amiescd 
to them ; amongst ^ihirh was the man^uibate of Rosrij, ^Jthkh 
had belonged to the great Duke of Sully, the friend and mi- 
aister of Henry the Fourth/' Yct,Mdthiii t\>i> yeanjj he nniM 
find no onegood-natatid enough to lend h'm UlOO/.; aud liad 
DO fnend left but Mre. Howard, w'Uu probably was not tlirec 
montlis acquainted with liini! 
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of the concern 1 have for your health and weU 
fare. I plainly perceive you were much in the 
vapours when you wrote to me :* I partly guess 
the cause by your manner of writing. I should 
be glad to be mistaken ; but I was told before 
I left London that* somebody*, who shall be 
nameless, was grown sour and cross, and not 
so good to you as usual. If it be so, it betrays 
the want of that good understanding that both 
you and I so often flattered ourselves about; 
but these times, I fear, are over. It would 


make one half mad to think of misspent time 
in ns both: but I am happy, and would to 
God you were so. I wish, but perhaps you do 
not, that your circumstances wore such that 
you might leave that life of hurry, and be able 
to enjoy those that love you, and be a little at 
rest; and I really do believe you have as many 
people that love .and value you as ever came to 


one woman's share—I put myself foremost in 
the list. I am in hopes, one opeia-day, wlien 


tite weather is good, that you will venture to 


come and sec me, and stay one night, and be 


ill town by the time the Princess is dressed, if 


* No (loubtj tlie PHiipe- The way in Mhich Mrs 
alludes to hia umlersfanrlin^/' and to her liearing' oidy 

by report that he waa crctssj to confirm tlio doubts al¬ 

ready exprii*'^ed to W*i)jw^lc\ rice mint of bK lloyal High- 
iicsa% uugeneiuiJb conduct CimipliefI heibclf^ 
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you set out between nine anil ten next morn¬ 
ing: I would liave it when my John® cotiies> 
because I knew he would be mightily pleased 
(besides its making me happy) in seeing you 
here, I suppose you may have heard that John 
is not to be returned; but lie seems to think he 

■r 

is duly elected. Pray, do yon not think it was 
a little comical to set up old Peter* where there 
could be no opposition, miuI let my John take 
his chance? These sort of things gall me not 
a little; but nothing can make me unhappy 
while John lives and is good to me, which, hi¬ 
therto, I have no reason to fear will ever be 
otherwise. 

Lord Sunderland’s death astonished me*. All 
the ministers die when I am here. I believe 
they must give me a good pension to live in 
London. I want to know if Mr. Howard is 
come to town, and if Jic is not plaguing you. 
The odious postboy is come, so I have only time 
to bid my dear Mrs. How^ard adieu. 

‘ I believe you had as good burn this letter, 
for my sake. 


* Her huabaiiil* 

^ Jn the parliament siimmnncd for tlic frilfowing May, Mr, 
Peter Campbell was returnetl fur Bute auti Caithness; anti 
CoL John Campbell was defeated In the Elgin dwtrict r(f 
biirghet but wfis YOted in on petition^ 

* Charles, third earl of Sunderland, died on the J<>th Ajtril, 
1722. (Seepage 13-) 
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MRS. BRADSHAW TO MRS. HOWARD. 

[P. 26.] 


^Gosworth Hall,] May 28tli, (^1722.] 

Ouft bells have rung ever since four this morn¬ 
ing, which is more a proof of Lady Mohuu’s 
power than the people’s inclinations *. 

I am told you expect from me an account of 
the manners and customs of this place: it is im¬ 
possible for me to obey your commands at pre¬ 
sent, tor the weather has been so wet that none 
of the neighbouring nymphs or swains have been 
able to make their appearance: but if you can 
be contented with a description of the hall, and 
the manner of life we lead this Christmas time 
(for so it is here, 1 do assure you), take it as 
follows. 

' \Vc meet in the work-room before nine; eat, 
and break a joke or two, till twelve j then we 
repair to our own chambers and make ourselves 
ready, for it cannot be called dressing: at noon 
the great bell fctclies us into a parlour, adorned 
with all sorts of hre-aruis, poisoned darts, several 


* TIic l>irt!i-il«y of George 1.the gomi Cestrintia irerc Ja- 
wbites, and vrould not have celebrated the Hanoverian kinga 
birth-(Uy if Liuly Mohun hod not forced them to do it. 
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pair of oUl shoes and boots wo?i from the Tar¬ 
tars by men of might belonging to this castle, 
with the stirrups of King Charles T. taken from 
him at Edge-Hill. 

Here leave we the historical part of the fur¬ 
niture, and cast your eye (in imagination) upon 
a table covered with good tisit and flesh, the 
product of our own estate ; and such ale !—it 
would make you stare again*, Howaril. After 
your health has gone rouiul (which is always 
the second glass), we begin to grow witty, and 
really say things that would make your cal's 
tingle: your court wits arc nothing to us for 
invention (plots only excepted) j hut, being all 
of a side, we lay no scheme but of getting you 
amongst us, where, though 1 say it tliat should 
not (because I would have my share in it), you 
would pass your time very agreeably in onr 
dike, for you must know we have iiardly seen 
dry land since we came. 

Mr. Mordaniit'' has once or twice made an 
eflbrt to sally out into the gardens, but finding 
no rest for the sole of his foot, refunis pro- 
sently to us again; and, I must give him his 
due, always in good humour. Miss* hail a small 

* Lord Harvey has hinted to U8 tliat Mrs. Howard was fi^jd 
of ale. 

^ Lady Mohun's third husband. (See page 7.) 

' iVobahly Mis:) Morduunt^ lialf-sibtcr Ui Lsuly Mohun's 
hiisbaml. 




ray of hope last night, for Colonel Lawre^ce^ 
and a gentleman with him, swam to usj the 
last was clothed in blue, turned up with red, 
and adorned with plate buttons, upon which 
she puts me on her lutestring suit, not omitting 
till the little Rirtation she is mistress pf: if she 
brings it to any thing you shall be sure to have 
notice time enough to provide another maid^ 

Nay, I will assure you, old as I am, I have 
my little gallantries too. A gentleman, of 
three hundred per annum, fancies me extremely, 
and if he had not been under an engagement 
before I came, I have some reason to believe 
I might have kept a chaise of my own; how¬ 
ever 1 live in hope that a loose man may 
come, thougli it will be some time first, for all 
the best families in tlie paiisli are laid up with 
what they call the yoke—wliicli in ^England is 
the itch. We have had a noble captain, who 
dined in a brave pair of white gloves, to my very 
great surprise; but it was when I was in my 
London ignorance. 

1 am now called upon to see a pond drawn, 
which will produce car^ as big as some of your 
lords of .the bedel lamber. Madam Howard, 1 


^ Probably a brotlicr, or other relation of Lady Mohuii* 
^ Moi^auut bad succetMled tlio unfortunate Sophia 
Hone am Qiaid of honour, 

^ Clieiflure stmietiities tailed Wale^* 
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live in expectation of an epistle irom you, which 
is the only wish 1 have out of xny conlpany, wlio 
are all your humble servants; but nobody is more 
entirely so than your slave 

Peggy. 


LADY MOHUN TO MBS. HOWAllD, 

fSee p. 7.] 


[July, 1722.] 

I HAVE been some time con.sidcring wliat 
should be the cause of dear H. H.’s lonj^ silence, 
since I have been informed my letters to you 
were not intercepteiT, and I am confident you <'aii 
have no suspicion but yours were always welcome 
to me. I have bad a tliousand fears that ‘our 
author was sick, but was .soon convinced, by let¬ 
ters from other correspondents, that those fears 
were groundless; then I thought, perhaps with 
too much reason, that some other entertaiiiincnt 


' In several <if tlie it apjiear'i tliat 

Mra* Howard hajd iw<^uircd tlie name of authoi, from writing 
now and then, in imitation of the ncwspH^tersi a Court 
Jourwil,'* for the anioscmout of iicr frlcmls. Some of Imily 
Mohun^s replies arc snppreehcd, as being uoiiiielligihte without 
the joutnuh, which are» unluckily, not to be fauiiib 




more agreeable.had supplanted my happinessf 
but then I flattered myself your justice could 
not neglect the merit of my love and sincerity, 
though there were no other motive to engage 
you; but one I am sure more prevailing than all 
others with you is to relieve the distressed. It 
is impossible to describe the melancholy situation 
of our present affairs; the weather is so bad we 
cannot stir abroad, nor stay at home with any 
comfort; for it is so cold, that large Scotch coal 
fires can hardly keep us warm: the neighbours 
we are sometimes delivered up to are more dis¬ 
gusting, and less conversable, tliaii our own fa¬ 
miliar cattle, and an approaching visitor more 
formidable than any of the giants of Don Quixote; 
who, by the way, has hitherto been our chief en¬ 
tertainment; but now our books arc out, and 
our prodigious fund of wit exhausted, no various 
socnos, nor ingenious correspoiulcnts from fo¬ 
reign parts to raise our own, w'e are not only 
grown weary of each others’ repeated dulness, 
but of ourselves, and our own musty notions; 
and this cursed ill weather is an addition to our 
spleen, and inclines us to believe there is a tho¬ 
rough change in nature. The metamorphoses of 
oiir company are alreadyyisible—as follow: the 
Colonel® is collar of brawn; Peggy*, a dormouse; 


* Coloiif*! Morflaimt, Mnhuii's 

I 

' Mrs. 
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our great MisR% a screcch-owl; anil I, a poetess 
as you will find— 

Tlic wind And rain discortlant lirawl; 

They jicnctrate tlimngh cJiinkK of wall* 

And sun lid melodious is the hi^L). 

Winter has taken July'^s plactj 
Sol in hii) diurnal ^a<x^, 

And is a^Tianicd to sfiow tiis Ikt'C* 

Pi'ffgy can iiettlicr read nor write> 

Her IwHirt is tmt of measure f|ulte; 

And if fllic prays^ 'twill be in sjdte. 

Your Jounm/f therefore, send ui siKiii, 

To flisaifinite oiir clouds at ntMiii, 

Or death will seize your weary 

Mon ON. 


MRS. BRADSHAW TO MRS. HOWARD. 


' GobWorth Hull| 2(ith August^ 1722- 

I HAVE initclj ottener an inclination to be 
wcribbling than wlierewithal to furnish out an 
epistle; but if I should stay till that happen. 


* Mt!^ Monla^ine 

' The seat irf Lady Mwhun. iwe pj. 7. 
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you JTiififiit forget you have such a friend in the 
world ; and this would he a great mortification 
to me, for I own 1 have a good deal of pride in 
the proof you have given me of your good 
wishes, and pains-taking for me since I have 
hceii out of your sight, which when I forget, 
may my right hand forget its cunning* 

We dined fast week at your fellow-servant's, 
Mr, wliicli is an extreme pretty little 

phu'c ; the ^ Earl and Countess of Warniigtoji 
met us, wliieli to me spoiled tlic feast; slie is a 
Mimher ttirty fool, and lier consort tlic siiffest of 
all stiff things, so that instead of an agreealde 
freedom winch one always expects at a I>ac]ie- 
lor's house, it was as solemn as a fiiner^, and I 
was chief-mourner* They cull it six miles from 
us ; I believe it twelve, and cursed roads, as all 
Cheshire is : if one coieU fly in the air, it would 


noyth, ymm^cr *-011 of tlic first Fari (>f War- 
rinptoii, ^n><>ni af tlio Piim'cN JjciIcbanilK^r* He died in May, 
* 17 ^ 4 , itml left M'S estate to I ii> brothtT, tbc* EiirL 

’ George Booth, sicmixl Earl of Warrbifrtoii, and hh bnly* 
Mary, dangliter i>f i^ir John Oldbury, a iiLerrhaut in Lnijilou, 
LIh loiilsbip Mils a Mo/Jr aidhof^ piilO^hcd (at first 

Miiotiyinou^Iy) a troati^io iu favour of on at'couiit of 

disagreement of temper, atid an an!fM'er to <501110 reflections of 
HIkIio-p liiirurt on Ids falber. He died in 177 ^ 8 ; lij'i lady 
bad dit^l in J 710 ; it u-is during her life that he had 
Ilslicd \i\< argument iii faiour of divnn^e^ 

^ It ts not ea;:>y to e\platii: nhut Mrs. Brailshair n^cant by 
tlji'* von bitrange use nf the vvonl lm//rr. 

VOL* 1, 
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be a charming country; but since there is no 
such machine, I woiikl not U\e here (with any 
other family tlian that 1 am in) for the king’s 
ransom. You will see by the flesh 1 Iiave got 
that I have been much made of, and if your ne¬ 
gotiation comes to a good end, as I hojic it 
w'ill, I shall come to town in the bloom of fit- 
teen, and enjoy all the {)leasiiics of that happy 
age. 

Miss ’Mordaunt is very full of business in 
managing a wedding, which she has witii great 
skill brought to perfection, between the lichesl 
tanner of the place and her maid. The man 
was pricked to the heart at the first glance, yet, 
if I may say it, I think I never saw any thing 
young lliat had less to boast of; but beauty is in 
the lover’s eye, and after this and ‘’Mrs. AYent- 
wortli, iiol)ody need despair; and our Miss 
(Mord'aunt) has a chance still. 

My lady (Moimn) and J have our rural plea¬ 
sures too. Tito CoioticT (Mortlaunt) gave a 
smock for the young wenches to run for, TJie 
pleasure of the day ended with a ^prison base; 


* Prababfy ojii: uf t?i« of Lady Mohun, 

^ Perhaps Aune, of Lord StrafTorcL niauJ of htoiniir 
Queen Aunej marriul fo James Doucl.oi, of IrefaniL 
SriiCc* mlled prisoo Lfirn. This nistie hail Fieeii a 

rnyaJ amuscnicnt, Kmi? Eduanl iji bL di.ity, tolls us 
tliat, M.ircli, bo offored “a rbajloJigr 
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all the swains from two neighbouring towns per¬ 
formed feats of activity, and run against one 
another with little more than a fig leaf for their 
clothing, and wo, being in a state of innocence, 
were not ashamed to show our faces, 

I liad so witty a letter from the Countess of 
Bristol, I shall not think of answering it till I 
can get somebody to help me, or at least, till 
she gives security that onc^s letters shall not pass 
tlirough the first troop of guards. I thought I 
was safe in writing to*^Ickworth; but I find she 
has Iiandetl it about, and I am airald it may 
disoblige a tricTid of yours, which, I am sure, 
was not in my tnind to do, and, if I get well 
oiitof tliis, I am cured of ever venturiiig a joke 
in her liaiids again; and I beg yon will stand my 
friend to tlie earl if it come to hii^ car, for 1 
conchule yon have seen the Icttei^, so I need 
not explain it to yoin 

I will not say any thing for my lady (Mohun), 
she speaks so well for herself, and engrosses all 
your letters ; pofjr / have had but one, and yet 
there is nobody living with greater esteem, dear 
Madam Howard, 

Your fluthfhl humble servant, 

tlliUl P, 

llmt liu and sixteen gciitfemcn af kis ohinnLx.T icoiiM nui at 
6ti&ef and run at tbe dug, any j^ovoiitocn nf the 

rourt/' 

Lady country atmU 

J1 
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MRS. DRADSHAW TO MRS. HOWARD. 

{P. 26.] 


Thursday Night fNov. 172S.] 

I HAVii: sent to ten shops, and this is all the 
nonpareil 1 coultl ^jet you, which, if you please, 
you may hang yourself in, since you could not 
find in your heart to say “ thank you, Peggy,** 
for the fine things 1 sent you. 

Well, Madam Howard, if your head is as 
hard as your heart, you will make an able poli' 
tician, and King George tvill lay hold of you 
this parliament*—for they say lie wants such 
thing.s. If you were by my fire.side, I could 
divert yon—luid give you a good supper 
too, if I were so minded, although you were as 
good a man as your master, I verily believe, 
if he were once in my parlour, and I in good 
humour, he would never go home again—for I 
have very winning ways with me when I think 
fit * * •, though I do not take amongst ordinary 
capacities; but I am astnnished you are not 
fonder of your humble servant, 

P£0GY. 


* The fourth parlUmout of Great Britain diaKolteil tht; 
l(Hh Marclij 1722 . TIjc new jmrliament wiis summoncil fur 
the fOUi of Mny^ but did do! meet till No^eml>cr. 
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THE HON. MRS, PITT TO MRS. HOWARD. 

i 


^Harriet Villiers> second sister of the firsjt Earl of Crandison, 
married to Mr, Robert Pittj cider brother of Thomas, Earl 
of Londonderryi Their second son was the great Lord 
Chatlinm, vho was not, it would seem, indebted to his 
maternal relations for the high-minded integrity of his 
public life* These letters are prescribed in justice to Mrs* 
Hou ard; and they are placed under the date of 17^2, on 
the .supposition t!iat on his mother's death Lord Hertford 
resigned tire Prince's Ijedchamber*] 


Monday nmrning [Nov* 1722*3 

MADAMj 

It was a great mortification to me 
not to be able to pay my duty to Her Royal 
Highness last night, but I have been confined 
to my bed these two day.s; otherwise I should 
have had an opportunity to have asked you a 
question without giving you this trouble, which 
I hope yon will pardon, and favour me with an 
answer : which is, whether the lord of the bed¬ 
chamber to the Prince is appointed in my Lord 
Hertford’s’ place. If not, my brother Grandi* 


" Algernon, eldest fion of tlie sistb Dnhe of Somerset born 
in 1684, Itml <if the Prince's bedchamber. On the death of hia 
mother, Nt»v 23, ! 7^2, he succeeded to the barony fif l^crcy and 
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sou^ would offer his service to His Royal High¬ 
ness, if you wilt be so good as to let tne know 
if it wouUl be w^ell received, or if any one else 
has been named; oHicrwise, he ^Vonld engage 
some friends to speak to the Prince: and if 
you think it proper (as he has been informed it 
is usual to make presents on such occasions), I 
will bring yon a thousand guineas lo dispose of 
to whoever is proper, but desire his name not 
to be used in vain; therefore I ventured to 
impart this matter to you, wdiose honour and 
secresy I dcpetid on, and am, dear madam. 

Your most faithful servant, 

H, Pitt. 


five other baronies. On the ilcnth of tits fiitlicr he In'camej in 
1748, beventh DuJfe of ?i)ouier&t4. He was dtstln^uibf^ed ai> 
a ToluntiM*r in tlie Duke of latter ranipni^iis, 

and afterwards ruse to the inilitarv rank. He 

also for many 3 'eani presideut of the Society of Aiitiq^uaries; 
and died in 1750 without male ispue^ 

^ Joliii, fourth VKconnt ^uid first Earl GrandiMim He wap 
adraDeed to the latter honour ini the 1III 1 Sept* J722^ on 
account, says tlie Peer.ij^Oj of his jicr^tonal merits and neble 
descent*” It ^eeins tijiit he dul not trust to his " personal 
merits and iiotile destcnt” to get into the Eiducc's famiJ)* 
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MRS. P!TT TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[It in to be regretted that we Iia^c not Mrs, Howard's answer 
to tbc jircceding letter; but, frtun tliis reply, it sceins that 
tbe oj^cr wna rejected by Mrs. Howard with tlic repro^d 
which it deserved* Such transactions rctnind of Sir 
Uu IxTt WdlpoJe'a celebrated assert ion, that iniiiistcra are 
uftener tempted than temp tern, Ksapvvto eredv 

[Dec. 1722,] 

MADAM, 

I ASK youT pardon for the freedom 
I have taken, and rotnrn you a thousand thanks 
for the justice you did me in letting Her Royal 
Higlincss know my sincere wislics for her health 
and happiness. I believe my brother could never 
intended a bnbe to any of their Royal High¬ 
ness’s family, but was informed a present was 
usually ’ made on such occasions, wliich 1 should 
not luivc named ’to you but to be informed, as 
believing you Inust have heard more of such 
matters by living so long at court. I should 
only be glatl to have their Hoyal Highnesses 


' The word srrrei;fy in the preemling letter, is twit very 
cojibiVont with Mrs, Pitt's e:x]danati<)a—for^by ^ihuiild there 
be auy secreny about what was usual ^ 
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know my brother's desire to serve them, whe¬ 
ther it is accepted or not; and am, madam. 

Your most humble servant, 

H. Pitt. 


MRS. CAMPBELL TO MRS. HOWARD. 

[P. S 6.3 


Cootn-batik, April the 10th f 17*23] 

How do you do, Mrs. Howard ? that is all I 

have to say: if my brain could have produced 

any thing sooner, you should Iiave heard from 

me. Tliis afternoon I am taken with a fit of 

writing; but as to matter, I have nothing better 

to entertain you with but to tell vou tlie news 

** 

of ray farm. I therefore give you the following 
list of the stock of eatablc.s that 1 am iatting 
for my private tooth. It is well known to the 
whole county of Kent, tliat u luu'e four fat 
calves, two fat hogs fit for killing, twelve pro¬ 
mising black pigs, four white sows big with 
child, for wliom I liave great compassion*, two 


T As JiCT elflest son, John, ftftli Duke of ArgyJJj liaji- 
tised in June, 1723, it is prd)ablc thut this lively laily ulludes 
in this homely way ffk he? omi bituiition. 
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yating chickens, * three fine geese, sitting with 
thirteen eggs under each (several being duck 
eggs, else the others do not come to maturity) 
—all this, with rabbits, and pigeons, and carp, 
in plenty, beef and mutton at reasonable rates 
—(this is writ very eyen^* Now, Howard, if 
you have a mind to stick your knife in any 
thing I have named, say so* 

Nothing has happened here since I came 
worth mentioning in history, but a bloody re¬ 
taliation committed on the body of an owl, that 
liad destroyed our pigeons. 

I now take my leave, only adding one piece 
of advice, whicli is, take the utmost care of 
your * for I left all the * in London in 
danger. If any body inquires wliy I left the 
town, pray satisfy them, that it was to save my 
* * whicli, together with tlic rest of the cargo, 
is at your service !—Adieu, dearest of Swisses! 


* Mrs. Ciimpl>cir3 writing *s in gtnicral bad, and her lines 
adani—in this pfare *5hc had been a little Tuore fortunate tliau 
u&uah 

^ Matrimony luul not, it ainontlcd Mary Bellenden's 

What the dangc^r H as tu nhich uny |>art of tlic 
ftniiak per Still was at tliib time mure [Mrtknlarly exposed, 
history does not inform ns. 



—17«3- 


luC 


MRS. HOWARD TO MR. GAY. 


RichmontI Lodge, July the 5tli, 1733. 

I VAS very sorry to hear, when 1 returned 
from Greenwich, that you had been at Rich¬ 
mond the same day ; but I really thought you 
would have ordered your affairs in such a man¬ 
ner, that I should have seen you before you 
went to Tunbridge- I dare say you are now 
with your friends\ but not with one who more 
sincerely wishes to see you easy and happy than 
I do: if my power was equal to theirs, the 
matter sliould soon he determined. 

I am glatl to hear you frequent the church j 
you cannot fail of being often put in mind of 
the great virtue of jnttieiice, and how necessary 
that may be for you to practise, I leave to your 
own experience. I applaud your prudence (for 
I hope it is entirely owing to it), that you have 
no money at I'uiibridge. It is easier to avoid 
the means of temptation, than to resist them 
when the power is in our own hands. 


' I know' not mIio tliotk;'frk'iiJH o(mld be superior 

[ifAVCT Mrs. UnTTjiid eitvies; but it in d**«r thiit sbo giios (roy 
nti groat encoui'itgomt*iit tf> Jiojje any tkiiig fVotii indi- 
^idiialiy. If be ilcTetied, it not by her 
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1 heg you will never mention Uie plan which 
you found in my room; there is a neces«ty yet 
to keep that whole affair secret*, though (I think 
1 may tell you) it is almost entirely finished, to 
my satisfaction. * 

I hear the whole Ashley’ family (with Mr. 
and Mrs. Hervey*) remove soon, to pass the 
remainder of the summer at Lord Cadogan’s (at 
Caversham). 

The place® you are in has strangely filled 
your head with cures and physicians j but (take 
my word for it) many a fine lady has gone there 
to drink the waters without being sick, and 


' Tltis retjituB to the celebrated villct of Marble Hill, which 
Mrs. Howard was now, and fur several years after^,einployed 
in buihltij^ aiitJ impmung* LSwift, in \7'27j deacribes it as 
liaviii^ e^Ila1J^ted Mrs. limrard’s piirtc, aud not betiig yet 
iinisljcd. Marble Hdl — 

t My Jioui)« w.ii tnily built for blitnv, 

,tly tai^v Guipiy pockctti khuw; 

And HOT will not liavc a shillin^^ 

* To raise the ot build the ceilLiig. 
coinc to what I aJwayi though^ 
r^ly d-utie IS hmrdlj WQtth a gniiu'* 

Hut the rt^a'-oti that Gay enjuinod to seerosy as to the 
IntiJdiijg, ]jnikdil\'j was, tliat frutirpi' the* >Sucojiil had jicr 
ten oi* twelve tbuusiiiid poiuids that ubject. 

Ashloj Park, near ^V^dtfm upon Tliaiue^. 

^ JSaoii after Lord atvd Lady HcrVty- 
^ I'ujiljiidge WcJIsj, 
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many a man has complained of the loss of his 
heart, who has had it in his own possession. I 
desire you will keep yours, for 1 shall not be 
Tery fond of a friend without one, and 1 have 
a great mind you should *be in the number of 
mine. 


MB. GAY TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Tunbrid^j July \ 2^ 1 

MADAM, 

The next pleasure to seeing you 
is hearing from you j and when I hear you suc¬ 
ceed in your wishes, I succeed in mine—so I 
will not say a word more of the house. 

We liave a young ‘lady here that is very par¬ 
ticular in her desires. I have known some ladies, 
who, if ever they prayed, and were sure their 
prayers would prevail, would ask an equipage, a 


* This was, |trobit1i!y, a Miss Mary Jonninge, w]io Hied in 
Nov. 1730, at the age of tliirty, reniarkalile fijr tier ricltcs, cor¬ 
pulence, and love of alp. There can liardly have lasen two 
persous of the same age, combining the same remarkable pe¬ 
culiarities. 
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title, a liusbaDil, or ^matadorea) but this lady, 
wim is but spveoteeA, and h^ but thirty thou¬ 
sand pounds, places all her i^i^ies tit a pot of 
good ale. When her friends, for the sake of her 
sliape and complexion, would dissuade her from 
it, she answers, with the truest sincerity, that 
by the loss of shape and complexion she can 
ouly lose a husband, but that ale is her passion. 
I have not as yet drank with her, though I must 
own I cannot help being fond of a lady who 
has so little disguise of her practice, cither in 
her words or appearance. If to show you love 
lici, you must drink with her, she has chosen 
an ill place for followers, for she is forbid with 
the waters. „ Her shape is not very unlike a 
ban el} and I would describe her eyes, if I could 
look over the agreeable swellings of her cheeks, 
in wljich the lose jiredoiiuiiatcs •, nor can I per¬ 
ceive the Icaht of tlie lily in her whole counte¬ 
nance, You see what thirty tliousand pounds 
can do, for without tliat 1 could never have dis¬ 
covered all these agreeable particularities: in 
short, she is the ortola/i, or rather wheat-ear^ of 
tlie [>iace, fur she is entirely a lump of fat; and 
the form of the universe itself ■'is scarce more 


^ It bus become almost necessaiy to say, that tnaiadoret con¬ 
stituted a good hand at the tlien fashieoablc games of ombre 
atul quadrille. 
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beautiful, for her Bgure is almost circular, 
After I have 'said all this, I believe it wilt be in 
vain for me to declare 1 am not in love; and I 
am afraid that 1 have showed some imprudence 
in talking upon this subject, since you have 
declared that you like a friend that has a heart 
m his disposal. I assure you 1 afn not oierce. 
nary, and that thirty thousand pounds have not 
Iialf so much power with me as the woman I 
love. 


MRS.'HOWARD TO MR. GAY. 


Kicltinniul Loiijii', July 22, t|l / 2J.] 

I HAVE taken sonic days to consider of your 
wheat-ear^ but I fiiul I can no more approve of 
your having a passion for tliat, than I did of 
your turning parson. Hut if ever you will lake 
the one, I insist upon your taking the other: 
they ought not to be parted; they were made 
from the beginning for each other. But I do 
not forbid you to get the best intelligence of 
the ways, manners, and customs, of this won¬ 
derful phenmnhxe : how it supports the disap¬ 
pointment of bad ale, and what are the con¬ 
sequences to the'full enjoyment of her Iu-\ury ? 

I have some thoughts of taking a hint from 
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the ladies of your ac^itaintaoc^^ who pray for 
matadores* and turn devotees foiilack at dOmbre j 
for I have already lost abfM^e pounds 

since I came to Richmond. ^ 

I. do not like to you too passionately 

fond of every -thing Wat has no disguisw I 
(that am grown olA in couils) can assure you, 
sincerity is flo very unthriviog, that"I can never 
give consent that you should practise it, ex¬ 
cepting to thr^e or four people that I think 
may deserve it, of which number I aflfii. I atn 
resolved you shall open a new scene of be¬ 
haviour mext winter, and begin to pay Ih com 
your debts of fair promtsds* I have some 
thoughts of giving ymi a few loose hints for a 
satiic; and if joii manage it light, and not in¬ 
dulge that fuolisli good-tialuie of yours, I do 
not <jucstiou but I “^hali see you m good em¬ 
ployment befoie (^hnstnias\ 


' Irouy, Mr^ tl liv *b hi^ 

would be boiipUt Tho tt poor one, teeins still 

furtbei to I viulpiite Howard from tlio Ukurge of having 

deceived ^ 
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THE DUCHESS OF BUCKINGHAM TO MRS. 

^. HOWARD* 



[ThU remarkable lady was the daughter of James the Second, 
by Catheiine Sedley^ created by her royal lorer Countess of 
Dorchester li/e. Sir Charles Sedloy, resenting the se¬ 
duction of hia daughter, joined in the Whig measures of 
the revolution, and excused bis revolt from James under an 
ironical profession of gratitude. majesty/'said he, 

"Jiaving done me the unlooked-for honour of making mi/ 
dau^ter a counUiSj I cannot do less in return than en¬ 
deavour to make Aw daughter a queen" Lady Dorchester 
inherited much of her father's wit, all hib indeitcaev* and 
seems not to have shared any othis scruples, She once siiid 
of herself, and her two colleagues In James's favour, (Lady 
Susan Bellasis and Mi^a GiHitVey,) J uonder n liy he Iccps 
U3J wo are none of us liatnKonie; aud if ler had iWt, he has 
not sense to find it out/' After James's iiiglit, slie married 
Sir Davi(t^Co^^y®r, first Earl of rurtinorc, by u'hom she had 
two sons, to uhoni she said, If any one calls you sons of a 

-you must bear it, for so you are ; hut if tliey call you 

baij^rds, fight till you die, for you are Sir David's sons/' 
H^r daughter, the \»riter of this letter, married John Shef¬ 
field, Duke of Bufkiiigliam, and was herstlf a very extra¬ 
ordinary persoju She \ras cxtravitgantly proud of her 
deaceot 'fron^ James, and affeded to be the head of the 
Jacobite party in Euglatid; mid she certainly had occa¬ 
sional intercourse with and some lufiuence over her hrotherf 
the Frctetider. She maint*iiiied a kind of royai state, and 
afibeted great devotion to the memory of her father and 
grandfather. yet, as we sec, she had no scruples in achruur- 
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liidging the Brunswick family so fur as to eiKleavoiir to 
a good bargain with them, 

One of her many letters is preserred,, both as a spen- 
men of the extraordinary style of this extraordinary lady, 
and as giving an estimate of the value of Buckingham 
House and its appurtenances a century ago.] 


[Aug, 1st, 1723-] 

MADAM, 

I HAD not an opportunity of sliow'- 
ing you the inclosed", nor my answer to it, 
wliicli being wrote in liaste, ami not, perhaps, 
very good French, it is possible is not iinder- 
slootl by her. I have ever treated you, madam, 
as one who can tiistinguish people’s humour 
and behaviour. I have expressed my intentions 
about tlic house in a way that several perhaps 
would not, but iiiiit that, ‘though I was unwilling 
to let the house, it was possible the trustees 
might;’ in hopes, by difficulty, to raise.a desire 
in their Iloyal Highnesses to have the house. 
Though the world teaches one daily those kind 
of arts, 1 really will not take the trouble or any 
method which 1 do not think proper for my¬ 
self, or rather for tho.se I deal with. My in¬ 
tention of being out T>f Londoji till 'tny *3on has 


’ A letter from the Princess, 

* Second Duke of Kurkiiig^fiain of the Slietlielil himily, who 
died soon after, the age of sixteen* and for vilioni his mother 
VOL. I* 1 
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more strength increased, and his affairs in the 
country, wiicrc his fortune lies, quite settled to 
my mind, makes me think of parting with my 
house on tolerable terms ^ and for worse, it is 
not to be had, since 1 am pretty sure 1 will 
neiiher forfeit my fortune nor run it out. What 
I have named to Madame Germaine is without 
any advice, all my trustees being at present out 
of town i but wc agree enough to be sure of 
their not opposing me, though it is less I know 
than they would approve} and, indeed, con¬ 
sidering the little care and regularity that is 
taken in the Prince's family, did his Highness 
give as much again as he might now have it 
for, it is possible one might repent it at the 
expiration of the lease. If their Iloyal High¬ 
nesses will have every tiling stand as it does, 
furniture and pictures, 1 will have three thou¬ 
sand pounds per annum; both run hazard of 


mEwle-6it cxtraor^iiiHiry a fuiiortil, (Jii tlmt occasion she sent 
to tJie old Duell^'^^ of Marlhoi'ougb, to the rich ami 

oTnamented heaihc whU'h had eonvojftl the ^rcat Duhe to 
the Tell her/' *iaid 8Aral*j it carried the Dt^^e 

of Marlborough, ami shall iic’^er cairy any one My 

uphfdsterer/' rejoined C^theriae of Buckingham, iu a fury, 
tells me, that I can bine a fiucr for twenty |iounds” This 
Ift^t strobe wa5i aimed at tiie |Ktrsinio]>y of their Oraren of 
Marl borougli/which to hut'f' licen visflilLM'vcn 

ill the fuiicraJ : hut the sarcithm wat? as unjuAt as the original 
retJue^f of borrgning the lu-arseuas mean mid unfeeling. 
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being spoiled, and the last, to be sure, will be 
all to be new bought whenever niy son is of 
age. The quantity the rooms take cannot be 
well furnished under ten thousand pounds; 
but if their Highnesses will permit the pictures 
all to be removed, and buy the furniture as it 
will be valued by different people, the house 
shall go at two thousand pounds. The princess 
told me yesterday that she heard I would sell 
my house: now it is very strange she should 
hear so, because 1 have said 1 would not sell, 
and refused a good deal for it, which was pro¬ 
posed in an unknown name. Now, it will be 
finind that my frank way of dealing proceeds 
more from my temper than from an over eager¬ 
ness in parting with a place in which I pique 
myself to let my prudence get the better of 
vanity or inclination ; and perhaps that wisdom 
will not always continue. If the prince or 
princess prefer much the buying outright, 
under sixty thousniid pounds, it will not be 
parted with as it now stands, with furniture, 
pictures, gardens, meadows, and little tenements 
which pay one hundred and twenty pounds per 
annum; and all llis Majesty^s revenue cannot 
purchase a place so well situated, and so fit for 
them, nor for a less sum ; or, indeed, it is 
hardly worth for that, giving my son, when he 
grows up, the mortifieation to find such a house 
gone fi'om liim; and half the piirehasc-money. 
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at least, will go to build bim anotlicr to his 
mind—and a million cannot find idm sucli a 
valuable one. As I should be glad of an op¬ 
portunity of talking more freely to you, and 
the princess has spoke to you, madam, con¬ 
cerning the matter, if you would give yourself 
so much trouble, could you not 'jiroposc to see 
the house yourself and sound me about it; and, 
indeed, it is fit somebody should that can judge 
well and speak truth. I would williugly return 
from hence to meet you any day after next 
Monday. I have tired you sufficiently witii 
tlie lejigtli of this letter; so shall only ask your 
pardon, and assure you of iny being, witirgreat 
regard, always, madam. 

Your most humble servant, 

K. Buckingh.vm, 


Fritlay, 2 . 

P.S.—lam not sure hut 1 may go to the IJiitb, 
if I really imagined it likely that the princess 
(who, 1 believo, docs not dislike hnvinjr the 
house, though she is not ^juite so free as 1 am) 
should agree; and 1 would give onlers to have 
it furnished sooner tluiu otherwise I may; for 
although all the ajjartments above arc, some oi‘ 


’ Her OfitCL* Jiail forgottoii tlic scop-ii of Httif or/.* witit 
ifliirh site begun thi^ rnmliltng loUer, 
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those below arc not, put in order since the 
mourning was taken down. As to the house, 
as far as I can judge of her Royal High¬ 
ness’s thoughts by her manner, I believe she 
would like enough to be in it; bitt, because 
lotting it happened to be the first named, and, 
as I confess, what I am most inclined to, Ma¬ 
dame Germaine says that they arc more inclined 
to buy it, but want money. You know I can 
say nothing in answer to that. The princess 
asked me at the drawitig-room if I w^ould sell 
my fine house, which—after I had, in my letter 
to her, desired notliiiig more might be said of 
it, in case the Prince did not treat for it,— 
iniglit iiave surprised one, but it did not, I 
answercil her, smiling, tliat I was under no 
iieces'?ity to part \\\ih it; yet, when what I 
thouglit was tile value of it ^houhl be oftereil, 
perluips iny prudence might overcome my in- 
cjinatioin 



Mlt. CAY TO MRS. IU>WAaiJ. 


[P.21,] 


f This is not one of Gay's happy letters. lie so labours to 
say smart things ujmn statc-ciiieti auil c^airtiorS] that he l>e- 
tomes I'apid ami coofusc^ls If lie often iiidulgctl hiinself !m 
tliese kind of tiratles, which ^'cre all looant WjtljxilCj 

(who had lately made him a comniis&ioncr of the lottonofti)j it 
J3 no wonder tliat Sir Uobert Ws'is not very aiixioiia to a*U 
ranee him; and Jet it I>c ob.servcil, t!iat this letter was 
written several years Tx^forc tJic date of flio ilJ turn which 
*' Bob £he poefs foe** iii ftiiid to have done—sg that Gay 
seems to have been the aggTCBRor»3 


Tunbridge Wells, August, 1723 . 

I HAVE long wished to be able to put in prac* 
tice that valuable worldly qualiiication of being 
insincere* One of my chief reasons is, that I hate 
to be particular j and 1 think, if a man cannot 
conform to the customs of tlie world, he is not fit 
to be encouraged, or to live in it, I know that, 
if one would be agreeable to men of dignity, 
one must study to imitate them j and I know 
which way they get money and places. I can¬ 
not indeed wonder that the talents requisite for 
a great statesman are so scarce in the world, 
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since so many of* those wlio possess tliem are 
every month cut off in the prime of their age 
at the Olil Bailey’. 

Another observation I have made upon 
courtiers is, that, if yon Ijave any friendship 
with any particular one, yon must be entirely 
goverjied by his friendships and resentments, 
not your own j you are not only to flatter him, 
hut those that he flatters; and, if he chances 
to take a faticy to any man whom you know 
that he knows to have the talents of a states¬ 
man, you arc immediately to think both of 
them men of the most exact iionour: in short, 
you must think nothing ilishonest or dishonour* 
able that is required of you; because, if you 
know the world, you must know that no states¬ 
man has or cv'cr will require any thing of you 
that is dishonest or dishonourable. 

Then you must suppose that all statesmen, 
and yonr friend in particular (for statesmen’s 
friends have always seemed to think so), have 
been, arc, and always will be guided by strict 


‘ Hnw Btraupc thk i'mit iipj>carsj when one rpciillects Umt 
Cay was al) liis life liniitinji after these ?inne olyects, and had 
jiiflt nbtaEu<Ht the plaee nf f'linrtiniBslonor of the lottery from the 
very stateaincH v^boui !u‘ hero reproseiitt< as fit only to be 
** ent oif at the Old Jhuh’v i'" 
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justice, ami are quite void of partiality aiul re¬ 
sentment : you are to believe tliat be never did 
or can propose any wrong thing—for whoever 
has it in his power to dissent from a statesman, 
in any one particular, is not capable of bis friend¬ 
ship : this last word friendship I have been forced 
to make use of several times, though I know 
that I Speak improperly, for it has never been 
allowed a court term. This is some part of a 
court creed, though it is iinpossihle to fix all 
tlie articles; for as men of dignity believe one 
thing one day, and another tlie next, so you 
must daily change your faith and opinion: 
therefore the method to please tliese wonderful 
and mighty men is never to declare in the 
morning what you beilcvc till your friend has 
declared what he bclievoH—lor one mistake 
this way i.s utter destruction. 

I hope those few reflections will convince you 
that I know something of the art of pleasing 
great men. I have strictly examined most fa¬ 
vourites that I liave known, and think I judge 
rigid, that almost all of them have piiictiseJ 
most of these rules in tlieir way to preferment. 
I cannot wonder that great men retpiiro all tliis 
from their creatures, since most of them have 
practised it themselves, or else they had never 
arrived to tlieir dignities. 

As to your advice tliat you give me in re- 
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lation to preaching ami marrying anil ale, I 
like it extremely; for this ‘lady must be born 
to be a parson's m ife, and I never will think of 
marrying her till I have preached my first ser¬ 
mon. She was last night at a private ball~so 
privatOt that not one man knew it till it was 
over; so that Mrs. Carr was disturbed at her 
lodgings by only a dozen ladies, who danced 
together without tlie least sciindal. 

I fancy I shall not stay here much longer, 
thoiigli wliat will become of me 1 know not— 
for 1 tmve not, am I fear never shall have, a will 
of niy own. 


' Soc J 
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MRS. HOWARD TO MR. GAY. 


£This letter ia curious. It implies that Mrs, HoiranJ cm-- 
ployed Gay to assist lier iu ^mc corresjwndcucc in which 
she Iuipj>eued to !>e engaged wiHi a rtwn of wU^ who caJIcHl 
himself her ht/"^l^vrjraM£/ and I have Jittle doubt that 
this iras a correS[ioiidcne(3 with the (’cJehrated Lord Peter* 
of whit'll a selection will cimie presently.—This 
correspondcTice scents to liavc Hourishc^l Itetwecu the burst¬ 
ing of the South Sea bubble;, in 1720, and the death of Lady 
Moliun^ iu 1725^ but'uoue of the letters are dated; and they 
so seldom cnudesrcrid to tllscotirsc ou uuuidaiie atfairsj that 
there is no cfuc by wbieh to arrange them. They are, there¬ 
fore, with their answers, printed all together in this phiec*] 


Afteti you have toKl me that you hate writing 
letters, it woultl be very uiigratef'nl not to thank 
you for so many as yon Iiavo written for me. 
Acting contrary to one*s indinations^ for the 
service of those one likes, is a strong proof of 
friendship; yet, as it is painful, it ought never 
to be exacted but in case ol'grcat necessity; as 
such I look upon that correspondence in wliich 
I have engaged you. 

Perhaps you tlunk I treat you very oddly, 
that, wliile I own myself at raid of a man o/' 
mt\ and make that a pretence to ask your 
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assistance, I can write to you myself without 
any concern; but do me justice, and believe it 
is, that I think it requires something more than 
wit to deserve esteem. So it is less uneasy for 
me to write to you than to the other; for I 
should fancy 1 purchased the letters I received 
(though very witty) at too great an expense, if 
at the least hazard of having my real answers 
exposed. 

The inclosed* will discover that I did not 
make use of every argument with which you 
had furnished me; but I had a reason, of which 
I am not at this time disposed to make you a 
judge. Conquest is the lust thing a woman 
cares to resign ; but I should be very sorry to 
have you in the desperate condition of my 
kni<^ht-C}'ranl. No! I would spare you, out of 
self-interest, to secure to me those I have made 
by your assistance. 

' Aug, 10, 

A speeJy answer, ^cep the inclosed till we 
meet. 


* OiuUibly one of Lord Fctcrlwirough*^ atiswi 
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MRS. HOWARD TO MR. GAY. 


[This is A reply to Mr, Guy’s answer to the last, hut his 
letter does not ap[»eaT; nor is it juuch be regretted, 
Ihc stylo of tins [wirtion of tlio correspimlcncc is rery 
insipid, ami shows that nothing is so dull as the aifectatioti 
of wit,J 


Aug, 22, 

I A.M very much pleased to find you are of 
iny opinion. I liiive always thought that the 
man who will be nothing but a man of wit 
oftener disobliges than entertains the company. 
There is nothing tries our patience more tlian 
that person who arrogantly is ever showing lii.s 
superiority over the conij)any lie is engaged in. 
He, and hi.s fate, I think very like the woman 
whose whole ambition is only to be iiandsomc. 
S/ie is in continual care about her own charms, 
and neglect.*! the world; and /«' is always 
endeavouring to be more witty than all the 
w'orld; which make them both disagreeable 
companions. 

The warmth with which 1 attack wit will, I 
am afraid, be tliought to proceed from the same 
motive which makes the old and ugly attack the 
young and handsome; hut if you examine well 
all those of the character 1 have mentiuned, 
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yon will find tlicy arc generally but pretenders 
to either wit or beauty: and, in justification of 
mysjclti I can say, and that with great sincerity, 
I respect wit with judgment, and beauty with 
humility, wherever I meet it- ^ 

I have sent the Enclosed, and desire an answer. 
I make no more apologies, for I take you to be 
ill earnest; but, if you can talk of sincerity 
w'itliout having it, I am glad it is in iny powcj’ 
to punish you—for sincerity is not only the 
favourite expression of my knight-errant, but 
it is my darling virtue. 

If I agree with yon, tliat wit is very seltlom 
to be fonntl in sincerity, it is because I think 
neitlier wit nor sincerity is often found ; but 
daily experience shows us it is want of wit, and 
not too much, makes people insincere. 


' Ssonio caljiT leUt'r dF tlic rdlowiiig cfirr€^'i|>t>i>donci 
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LOUD PETERBOROUGH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[^Charles Mordnunt^ ^rst Earl o( Monitmuth and thinl Earl 
Fcterboroughj ho well known for bi^ roniantie rourage and 
adventures, has I teen also celebrated t\s one of those ineji 
of canelesfl wit and negligent grace who iSCattor a thousand 
br>n TUOtH and lillc verses^ which [minfiil cmnpiler.s g^ither 
**or hoard till the owners stare to find tlieinselvcs authors/' 
To these, and otill higher praises, Walpole adds, that *^four 
very genteel letters of his are jwinted among Pope's/' The 
pleasure, therefore, of hnding m the Hnflfolli pajicrs above 
forty letters of this British Amadis was, at first sight, very 
great; but it must Ik: confesseil that they appear, on in¬ 
spection, Httle worthy of liis reputation, and least of all 
worthy of the character of cftrctcss tvii iuid Jttgligcnt grace i 
they seem, on the contrary, to he in the worst stylo 
of formal hve !e(ters. His T/Orilship declares that Mrs. 
Howard's eyes have pierced his heart and Jiave rohla^d 
him of peace; and, upon this head, he pursues tlie fair- 
(jue—not like the lover of Dajdine nr Gahitca^lmt In the 
sad intricacy cd a metaphysical chase. If there liad been 
but one or tw o of those letters, tliey might have liecn t^iken 
for ridicnlc-^f that arginnentative style of seotiinent; but, 
at best, it lieconies tuH* uviderii that the uliole wi'rc written in 
such serious sadness, that poor Mrs, Howard w'as oliligt^d to 
call in help to answer tlicm. Nor is it to be forgi^tteii, in 
apprueiatijig the folly of the affair, that Lord Peterborough 
must have l>oen abfiut this time sixty-five jearaof age, and, 
if not married, secretly engaged to Mrs* Robiuson ; while his 
Amorct was alxjut forty, the w^ife of one man, and the ac- 
hnowledgefl I'avotiritc of another. In selecting a few of these 
well-written, but affected, ejustles, I have chr^sen timse to 
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ii'}iioli tljc answers arc extant; aiul it will be generally ad¬ 
mitted that tfje lady hits tlie advantage over the hero. 
Hew far Gay assisted Mrs* Howard (see p* 122) it is not 
easy to judge; but tiie best of her letters are tljose in which 
her own pen la moat visible. In 1735 Lord Peterborough 
declared his marriage with Mrs, Anastasia Robinson, a 
singer, and soon after set sail, to die at Lisbon in the autumn 
of that year* His Lordship's letters are written m a beau¬ 
tiful band, witli a neatness and accuracy both of orthography 
and punctuation very uniisuaJ in that day, and as little 
rlianicterigtic of the bery and irregular ttunper of the writer 
as the style and matter* Two nr three other lettCTB, writtcD 
in his Lordship’s last years, in a rather better tone, will be 
found under their propor dates,] 


As I can as well live witliout meat and sleep 
as without thinking of her who has possession 
of my soul, so to find some relief, in never 
having tany conversation with tliis adored lady, 
1 have been forced, when alone, to make many 
and many a dialogue betwixt her and myself j 
but, alas! madam, the conclusions arc always in 
her favour, and 1 am often most cruelly con¬ 
demned by myself—nay more, ber indifference 
and almost all her rigour are approved. 

Permit me to give vou an account of mv 
last duet without my partner j and as hy tlie 
original articles of our scribbling treaty you 
were sincerely to tell me your opinion, so re¬ 
member your long silence, and give me an 
answer to this. 

On my part, t was representing to her the 
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violence, the sincerity of my passion j but whal 
I most insisted on was, that, in most circum-* 
stances, it was different from that of other men. 
It is true I confessed, with common lovers, she 
was the person that I wished should "rani; 
but with this addition, that she was the only 
woman that I could allow to refuse. In a word, 

I am resolved, nay content, to be only hers, 
though it may bo impossible she should ever 
bo mine. 

To bear injuries or miseries insensibly were 
a vain pretence—not to resent, not to feel, is 
impossible \ but, when I dare venture to think 
she is unjust or cruel, my revenge falls upon all 
of her sex but herself. 1 hate, detest, and re¬ 
nounce all .^her creatures in hoop-petticoats; 
and, by a strange weakness, can only wish well 
t9 her who has the power and will to make me 
miserable. 

Commonly, lovers are animated by the gay 
look, the blooming cheeks, and the red lips of' 
the mistress ; but, heavens ! wbiit do I feel when" 
1 see anguish and .paleness invade that cliann- 
ing face ? My soul is in a mutiny against those 
powers that suffer it, and my heart perfectly 
melts away in tenderness. Hut for whom have 
I such concern ? for that dear lady who 
hardly thinks of me, or scarce regretteth she 
niakc.s me wretched. 

Hut, alas! it was in this lust dialogue 1 found 
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my misery complete ; for you must know^ the 
lady had listened 'with some attention—mercy 
wa.s in her looks^ softness in her words, and 
gentleness in ail her air; “ Were this^'all true^J' 
she asked, “ what could you expect? what do 
you think your due?’* 

Never was poor mortal so dismayed, Tliough 
she was absent, I had not the courage to make 
one imaginary request: had she been present, 
I could only have expressed my wishes in a 
trembling look. Oh, wretched prodigality, 
where one gives all, and dare demand no re* 
turn ! Oh, unfortunate avarice, which covets 
afl, and can merit nothing! Oli, cruel am- 
bllLOii, wliicli can be satisfied with nothing less 
but what no man can deserve! 

It was long before 1 could recover from th# 
terror and aniiize into which I had thrown my¬ 
self At last I ventured to make this answer: 

If what I jnay pretend to be less than love, 
surely it is something more than common friend¬ 
ship 


' After sij iniiuy pathetict exclamations— 

O lame and mipdtcDt oonclttsijoii i ** 
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MRS. HOWARD TO THE EARL OF PETER¬ 
BOROUGH. 


[Wr hB.ve fteetij In a former letter to Gay^ that he wrote 
to 3omc man of reputcfl wit and consequence witlt 
whom Mrs, Howard was in a formal correspendenoe. Tins 
must hate been Lord Peterborough; and it is tJicrcforc 
doubtful liovr muclt of tlie following letters behmg to Gay 
or how iiuich to Mrs* Howard. No trace of them is found in 
Gay's hand; and several rough and scribbled drafts of them 
are in her own : andj besides^ Mrs, Howard distinctly tells 
Gay that she sometimes made such use^ only^ of liis hints as 
she thought iitj working them up with her own ideas. The 
letters may therefore Uaveljcen substantially Mrs. Howard's. 
'The wliole aihilr is curious. The Hveliest man in England 
sits dow n and writes lave-lettm so appalling, that one of 
the liveliest and most reaily women In England thinks it 
Beceseary to employ an a^istant to answer him; and tlm 
assistant she selects is—of all men alive—Johnny Gay—the 
moat biniplc of mankind, and who, as we have seen, became 
a mere bungler, even in letter-writing, as soon as lie at¬ 
tempted the line of verbosa et grandis epistela,"] 


. I DO not know whetlier your lordship expects 
I should answer every letter you write in exact 
time and form, in order to provoke you to write 
another: if you do, I fancy your last was an 
artifice to draw me in to declare my sentiments 
0(0 the subject of love first, which I think a 
little unfair.—for the most that n expected 
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from a woman is to be upon the defensive. 
Suppose I should declare my sentiments first; 
your lordship, who has been so conversant with 
our sex, might very civilly imagine that I hated 
contradiction; you might be biassed to think 
my notions pretty enough for a woman; and 
your complaisance might draw you in unawares 
to flatter my understanding, by agreeing to 
every tiling I said. What should I get by all 
this ? only the pleasure of hearing myself talk : 
and I fancy the women that have all their lives 
been treated in this well-bred manner have that 
pleasure wholly confined to their own dear 
selves ; and I look upon this as the reason why 
women generally talk more than men ; they are 
seldomor contradicted, and, conseq«iently, they 
think themselves oftener in the right. Not that 
I would have your lordship imagine that I love 
contradiction, in order to support a dispute: 
no, the conversation that pleases me is when 
a person (if such a person can be found) will 
think freely before me, and speak what he 
thinks ; rather than the common way of play¬ 
ing off sentiments', to show what can be said, 
and not what he himself thinks right. 

I grant, my lord, we can expect this sort of 


■A 

* Mrs, Howard seoras to U* Lord Peterborougira flWQ 
style ia hia ootrespoadence with her. 

K ^ 
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treatment from none but friends anti, lovers, 
and none but friends and lovers deserve it^ 
but he that is sincere is never upon lus guard, 
and cannot do otherwise. ^ 


LORD PETERBOROUGH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Be pleased to suppose me just landed on the 
other side of the water, and so entitled to the 
liberty ‘ you gave; or, if you can imagine I am 
yet in England, guess at the reason why I am 
not so impatient for a journey- 

impatient I have been, however, to confess 
my satisfaction. Could any thing be more 
agreeably surprising than to meet with a fair 
lady who makes use of her own admirable 
understanding, not lazily giving up her reason, 
or poorly submitting her judgment to those 
guides Avlio commonly manage tlieir pretensions 
with as much self-interest, and as little honesty, 
as South Sea directors®. 

If condemned to be a woman^s slave, may it 


* Mrs. Howard ap(>cars to hare eonaentoJ tLat be ehouM 
write to her from abroad. 

® Thia ie oae the few aUusioiis by wbjch wc have been 
^nalbled tX) make kn approximation to the dates at which these 
iptters written* 
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be‘to one nobly maintaining her own liberty: 
if I were to receive any favour, let it be from 
one who knows what to grant,,and when to 
refuse—^whose compliments are not alike to 
every one. Oh, the merit of the least favour 
which is particular; and how little merit in an 
undistinguished all! 

Thus far the character is charming, and per¬ 
haps it is due; but how, how can this lady 
justify the least indulgency to insincerity? You 
may as well refuse your thought as heart. Give 
no confession, but let none obtain what you 
have no mind to grant; but strictly adhere to 
truth. A lady guarded with wit and beauty 
keeps man and woman at what distance she 
pleases. 

Learn this from one not wholly ignorant of 
nature: wit, beauty, and youth may bo re¬ 
sisted; but, with wit and beauty, believe her 
sipcere, the creature becomes divine and ir¬ 
resistible. 


MRS. HOWARD TO LORD PETERBOROUGH. 


MY LORD, 

I ENTIRELY agicc With you, that 
a woman that hath no distinction of persons 
will never be distinguished by any one; but 
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then your lordship must grant me^ that the 
woman that is civil and obliging to every body 
giveth signal proofs of tier courage t for she 
that trusts every man’s vanity, runs greater 
rials than she that trusts one man’s honour. 

Besides, before your lordship censures this 
character, you ought to consider that diilerept 
persons have different views, and that these 
compass their utmost wishes when they are 
admired; so that we may blame their taste, 
but not condemn their conduct. Since chivalry 
ceased, coquetry and modern gallantry .came 
into the world. A man of gallantry acts uposi 
the same principles as the coquette. A man of 
gallantry says tender things to every lady he 
meets, and is ready to take arms in defence of 
her beauty and wit. A man of gallantry must 
have the spirit to be inconstant—for he loses 
the title of gallantry the minute he becomes a 
downright lover; therefore, lest he grow out of 
fashion, he studies, like the coquette, to distri¬ 
bute his favours equally to all. The man of gal¬ 
lantry devotes himself to the sex, as the knight- 
errant used to do to bis one individual mistress: 
so that, if coquetry and gallantry are crimes, the 
laalt is in the times and in the fashion, and not 
in ourselves. * 

I find your lordship a champion for another 
old-Buhioned virtue, which is truth. 1 hope 
your lordship, who are so zealous for it, knows 
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how to distinguish it, and that you will not 
accuse me of too much sincerity in defence of 
coquet, y. How can you imagine that women, 
who are usetTto flattery alt their lives, can ever 
be in love with truth ? and how will you per¬ 
suade us that the men love it, when we know 
it is they only that flatter us? 

Your lordship’s caution about not showing 
your letter I shall sacredly observe, lest I give 
any person occasion to censure your lordship 
of flattery, and myself of credulity. 


LOUD PETEUBOROUGH TO MRS, HOWARD. 


1 AM sorry to And by your letter, that 1 am 
under the fatal necessity of never pleasing la¬ 
dies; or rather, that I must despair of ever 
pleasing one of your sex, though I should con¬ 
fine my ambition to the service of the one in¬ 
dividual person 1 might have a mind to please. 

Ladies used to flattery from so early a date 
can never reconcile tb^selves to truth: this 
is your doctrine, and 1 fear you judge too well. 
1 have been under so long a habit of siucerity, 
and am so ignorant all false arts, that my 
condition is desperate; for whether 1 set up for 
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chivalry, fighting for or with ladies, 1 Imve »o 
other arms but truth. Were I to assume the 
character of a modern 'gallant, I should act the 
part very ill, and spoil all with an ^ut-of-fashion 
sincerity. 

You give a hint that would make a very good 
part for 3 comedy, and I tliink 1 have observed 
something like it in mere pretenders to ad¬ 
miration ; one who, perhaps feeling a real pas¬ 
sion, must affect indifference or inconstancy to 
maintain their pretensions to wit. But such a 
w'it in my play shall meet with no success, and 
the coquette lady with many mortifications. 

* You too generally accuse the men for making 
compliments, and being insincere in them. 
Yon confine the character, as it were, to our 
sex. O for so many honest shares in the South 
Sea as ’I could name of flattering female gip¬ 
sies i though some I know very sincere in ffcetr 
praises! 1 defy any man to say so many fine 
things to the individual one as I beard a woman 
say of you not long ago, I confess I thought 
it must be partial, till, I was convinced in a 
little lime alt was true, by feeling, as 1 thought, 
all Lady Mohun had expressed. 

You make use of a very powerful word in the 
conclusion of your letter, sacredly, I return 
you the strongest expression 1 can use, up(m 
my honour. I shall certainly do as you say 
you wilt do upon the same occasion, were it 
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only for this reason, that 1 can never be more 
in the right than when 1 follow your example. 


MRS. HOWARD TO LORD PETERBOROUGH. 


ATo.conviiice your lordship that 1 have some 
pretensions to that uncourtly quality you seem 
so fond of, I venture to advise you against 
those strong professions of sincerity; because 
those who are ever recommending a particular 
virtue, give occasion to believe that they have 
been very often suspected of the want of it. 

Wliat makes me almost an unbeliever that 
tliere is such a thing in reality as sincerity, is, 
that it is a virtue so entirely disinterested, that 
■it is of use to every body but the owner; for 
though we are almost always obliged to the 
conversation of sincerity, yet we seldom see a 
man the more favoured or esteemed for his 
plain-dealing. The long disuse of it in courts 
has put it on the same footing with ill manners 
and ill breeding. It is a quality that we may 
very well Imagine resides among the shepherds 
and shepherdesses of Arcadia; for romantic vir¬ 
tues never appear natural but in romances. 

Besides, consider, my lord, how unhappy is 
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the condition of the man who is sincerely in 
love* and is found out to be so; for what ad¬ 
vantage can any man get in convincing a woman 
that he is entirely in her power? Every man of 
gallantry calls himself a woman^s slave ^ but he 
that really so is really treated like one» and 
seldom or never rewarded for his services, 
This piece of female conduct I fancy the men 
are not ignorant of; and when they arc sincerely 
in our power, they have always prudence enough 
not to let us know it. 

How can we believe any one to be sincere* 
when we consider all the advantages of being 
otherwise ? If a man had the highest value for 
the love of truth, yet who is there imprudent 
enough to make use of it upon all occasions ? 
We naturally incline to believe what we wish* 
and of consequence are more easily persuaded 
that we are what we would be* than what we 
really are : so that if sincerity actually recom¬ 
mends a man, those always appear to have the 
most who have the least share of it* 

If all 1 have said cannot prevail with you to 
think me entirely sincere, yet I beg you at least 
to half-believe me, when* while 1 accuse all the 
Teat of the world* I esicept your lordship and 
mygelf. 
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LORD PETERBOROUGH TO MRS. HOIPARD, 

. * 

Lovb h the general word—but upon many 
occasions very improperly used; for passions 
very different, if not opposite, go under the 
same title. 

1 have found love in so many disguises and 
false appearances in others, and even in myself, 
til at 1 thought the true passion undiscoverable, 
and impossible to be described ; but what I pre¬ 
tend to represent 1 have so perfectly felt, that 
methinks I should be the better able to ex¬ 
press it. 

The beginnings of this passion, whether true 
or false, are pleasing; but if true, the progress 
is through mountains and rocks: the unhappy 
traveller goes through rugged ways, and, what 
is most cruel, he is walking in the dark on the 
edge of precipices, he labours under a thousand 
difficulties:—success must cost him dear, and 
then, alas! the acquisition is insecure. 

The greatest hardship is this: we seem bound 
to same port; we sail in treacherous seas 
in quest of a woman’s heart, 9ut without a com¬ 
pass ; there is no beaten patli, or common road; 
as many objects, so many humours; what pre¬ 
vails with one may displease the other, in this 
fantastic pilgrimage of love: he that goes out 
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of the tpay may soonest arrive at his journey^ 
eni) j and the bold have better success than the 
&ithful« the fool than the wise. 

■ But I have undertaken to define this passion, 
which 1 allow to be called love- It is not the 
person who could please me most, but her that 
I am most desirous to please, who is truly 
adored. 

To judge of this, let tis consider the character 
of a beauteous female rake. This creature seems 
designed to give a man pleasure, and pleasure 
without pain, though not qualified to give him 
love: access is easy, enjoyment sure. Free 
from restraint or obligations, not fettered with 
the chains of pretended constancy; you meet 
with satisfaction, and you part with ease; you 
are warm enough for pleasure, not exposed to 
the rage of jealousy, and safe from the cold 
of despair. A true epicure (but not a lover) 
should content himself with this; and this may 
be agreed to be the pleasure-giving lady. 

This is no unlively picture of a damsel who 
might please, but far from Jhat person to whom 
we resign a heart in the delicate way of love. 
How shall I describe the Amo^ capable of 
inspiring a true respectful tenderness ? who so 
fills the soul with herself, that she leaves room 
for no other ideas but those of endeavouring to 
serve ai^'^leasc her ? ^JSelf-interest, self-satis- 
factionj ‘ are too natural, too powerful, to be 





quite destroyed; but they are in a manner laid 
asleep, when at the same time we respect and 
fear what we love# A kind of awe has the effect 
of^opium; as our pains, so our passions are 
not overcome, but moderated; and we are 
brought tq compoundj not for what we desire, 
but what she is willing to give, 1 

I must always more or Jess endeavour to 
maintain by proof what I assert. My satis¬ 
faction ceases when I am condemned by my 
own maxims to end this letter; but I am not 
at liberty to pursue a pleasure that may give 
you too uiucli trouble at a time, I begin my 
next with tel hug you what Amoret should be# 
or what I think she is. 


MRS, HOWARD TO LORD PETERBOROUGH, 


*1 

One would imagine, by observing upon the 
world, that every man tliought it necess^y to 
be in love—-just as he does to talk—to show his 
superiority to a.biMte: but such pretenders have 
only convi^ed us, that they want that quality 
they would be thought to have. 

How few are there born witli souls capable 
of iriendship! then hoj^piuch fewer must there 
be capable of love; for love includes friendship, 
and much more besides! That you might mis- 
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takS love in others, I grant you; buM ■wond!tflf 
ho* you could mistake it in yourscaf: I 'sliould 
have thought, if any body else had said so, he 
had never been in love. * 

Those rocks and precipices, and those mighty 
difficulties which you say are to be undergone 
in the progress of love, can only be meant in 
the pursuit of a coquette, or where there is no 
hope of a return ; or perhaps you may suppose 
aU women incapable of being touched with so 
delicate a passion. 

In the voyage of love, you complain of great 
hardships, narrow seas, and no compass. You 
still think all women coquettes. He that can 
use art to subdue a woman is not in love; for 
how can you suppose a* man capable of acting 
by reason who has not one of his senses under 
command ? Do you think a lover sees or hears 
his mistress like standers by? Whatever her 
looks may be, or however she talks, he sees 
nothing but roses and lilies, and hears only an 
angel. 

Your female rake, or phasure-giving lady, 
that can leave you without regret, that cannot 
give jealousy, and does nof pretend to con¬ 
stancy, I should think a very undesirable thing. 

I always imagined that these kind of ladies 
thought it necessary at least to feign love, to 
make themselves agredable; and that the best 
dissemblers were the most admired. Every one 
that loves thinks his owm mistress an Amoret; 
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therefore, ask any lover wno^and vdictt 
Amoret+isi, iie,,)nr 4 ll describe bis own mistiness 
33 she appears tp himself: but the common 
practice of men of gallantry is, to make an 
Amoret of every lady they write to* And, my 
lord, after you have summed up all the fine 
qualities that are necessary to make an Amoret, 
I am under some apprehensions you will con* 
elude with a compliment, by;, saying I am she. 


LORD PETERBOROUGH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


You cannot complain of my system of love. 
I ])ermit the fair to follow nature and inclination 
without constraint, and only forbid them false¬ 
hood and iil-brccditig; while to the men 1 give 
no otlicr liberty but that they may endeavour 
to please. , 

I must, whether I will or no, allow of some 
discreet dissimulation; but it is only in the 
nature of devils to love deceit and the tormen^ 
of fellow-creatures :—and ought a lady to entice 
an honest heart, only that her equipage of lovers 
may be the more complete 

Confess, women, you are olmigcd to me, wJien, 
by my doctrine, I deliver you from all the dis¬ 
mal and troublesome ap^ications of love. You 
arc to have no mournful speeches, no funeral 
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lexers, do repeated importunities. If tbe lover 
d^erves your attention, you will only discover 
what he feels by what he is not able to hide, 
and his true respect by a behaviour that shows 
as much reserve as passion; and give me leave 
to say, a man of sense cannot oifend aVoman 
of|,wit and delicacy} for she will find the way 
to .prevent what might displease her, and to 
deny betbre she isi asked. In a word, my lover* 
wholly intent upon pleasing his mistress, is so 
nice in all his words and actions, that she can 
hardly perceive he loves, unless she lias a mind 
to see it. 

TJie fire of love, tlse more it^s 

The tin ore it glows and rages in tlie lircast; 

The tetid'rest tJiouglita ,tTc those whicK tins fair 
Are most coneeal’d^ not daring to declare 
In irliisper'd murmura or tlie gentlest noibCj 
Our fear of tormeuts^^ or our Ih'[ki of joys. 

Lovers are mute if silent looks can’t speak— 

In word&t aZast our thoughts vre dare ntit hreah; 
Ti^^rembllug tongue of the suppliant eye 
To tell the talc of silent misery. 

If. 

The Spanish ladies, of all othera^idiave the most 
noble and reasonable sentimeflts^of love. From 
the queen down to the ‘ maid of honour, they alt 
accept of a profe^ion of love with a decent 


‘ The reader will here observe a slight sneer at tlie dignity 
of Pioid of Mrs. Howard^ who waa only bedchfimher* 

womaDf did not dieiike auch allusions ^ 
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gi'atitude: they never pretera to scom or ril' 
prove a lover, but will thank and—^refuse. Th^y 
know how make themselves understood; 
then they expect to be obeyed, and not im¬ 
portuned. The unhappy admii^ must acquiesce 
upon the first hint; he soon perceives his good 
or bad destiny. If it be a man the lady esteems, 
he commonly becomes her confessor, and she 
gives him the best excuse, wwning she likes 
elsewhere. As this justifies the lady, it pro¬ 
bably may cure the lover; and thus wounds (if 
curable) are healed without rancour against the 
fair one who innocently gave them. 

A certain acquaintance of mine in a *play 
acts in quite a different manner: she pouts and 
tosses up her nose in the English way at a de¬ 
claration of love, and yet does all in her power 
to procure it. But this wild colt is soonest 
tamed; and by the time she has put herself 
out of breath with affected complaints, she is 
scarce able to resist, and almost willing to 
yield. 

It were as ridiculous as unjust to expect any 
person should part with their own quiet to give ‘ 
another ease. Suppose a man suffering all the 
pretended torments of lovers, does it follow that 
the compassionate lady should Sacrifice her own 


* ProInMy Mtllaiacmt in Congreve'^Ws^ of the Woifd. 
VOL. I. L 
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happiness, hor o\^ satisfaction, for the relief of 
one who is indifferent to her? 


MRS. HOWARD TOXORD PETEEBOBOUCH. 


You lay down rules and prescribe laws for 
the behaviour of'lovers, as if you believed they 
had the use of their reason, and their thoughts 
and actions in their own power. The person 
who can observe Jaws and rules I absolutely 
deny to be in love: therefore ail rules for the 
conduct of lovers may be of service to the men 
^ of gallantry, but never to real and true lovers. 

The civilities of the Spanish ladies are like 
those of shopkeepers, to encourage a multitude 
of customers. Who is so obliging to her lovers 
as a coquette? <She can express her civilities 
with the utmost ease .and freedom to every 
body alike; while the person that loves entirely 
neglects, or forgets every body for the sake of 
one. And when I consider how vanity biter* 
prets civility, and look over list of fine gen¬ 
tlemen, I wonder any woman is commonly civil. 
Not that a woman can lose her character by 
any thing they say, but methipks one would 
not indulge a fool in his &jj|i4s. 

16nd yciur lordship thinks it very reasonable 
that all women shpuld protect themselves against 
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impertinence. I think your lordship thpuld bnvo; 
said, that the women who do not' tove impertt' 
nence should protect themselves against it; for 
1 imagine that a woman who encourages a mul* 
titude of lovers either does notf^kiiDw what im¬ 
pertinence is, or has a relish for it. 

To a woman that loves, every man is imper¬ 
tinent who declares his passion, except the man 
she loves. 

I do not like your lordship's * comparison of 
love and gaming: there again you talk of skill, 
and of the best players losing, instead of being 
sharpers. Lovers are '^bubbles to each other; 
and if ever they endeavour to impose upon one 
another, the cheat is impracticable, for they: 
eyes turn informers. 

What yOur lordship observes upon the diffi¬ 
culty of explaining a real passion is, I think, 
very natural; for the most sanguine lover can 
never expect that a woman’s words should own 
as much as her eyes then who would choose 
to perplex liis hopes for the curiosity of asking 
agmn what was, with greater certainty, granted, 
him before? df a man can believe any ap- 


* In a letter which U sujj|>re;ssed. 

s Cheats- Tlie South-Sea scfieruei and the tlioiisand other 
sliortj bnlhant, and unBuhatanti.d visions of that infatuated 
were bippily called bMiri; and thentSt e^ery cheat 
came to be ao eitlted- 

j. 9 
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pearances of a woniait, he can believe her eyes. 
That caution, that avi^e, that reserved respect, 
that fear of offence, are the strongest de¬ 
clarations of love. 1 think a woman has reason 
to suspect a person that liaa it in his power 
abruptly to declare his passion. Love discloses 
itself without design, and by such imperceptible 
degrees, that I believe it is generally very dif¬ 
ficult to iletermine which of the lovers made 
the first declaration. 


LORD PETERBOROUGH TO MRS* HOWARD. 


By my honour, by truth (which I love almost 
as well as the author of my torments), I protest 
to you there is a hidy so terrible to me, that 
the first moments I approach her I can hardly 
speak; and I feel myself the greatest fool in 
nature near the woman in the world who has 
the most wit. ^ 

To what has a ^friend innocently exposed 
me! The brims of the cup were sweet; but the 
dose was strong, and I drank it down with too 
much greediness. What I may obtain, I know 
not; what I have lost, I know~in a word, all 


' Larty Mf>huti* 
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satisfaction^ and my quiet: amd I remain 
less to all pleasures^ and io all of your sax 
but one^ . • ^ 

But I expect little by this account (how true 
soever) from the^erson in qu^tion. I believe 
it is not new to her to see such effects of her wit 
and beauty} and I fear she may have hardened 
her heart by the knowledge of her superior 
worth, and by a just contempt of mankind. 
Alas! were there some difference betwixt my 
adoration and that of others, how shall I make 
it known? Some angry deity, designing pu¬ 
nishment, gave to one woman so many dif¬ 
ferent charms; and 1 was fated to be the 
wretched man capable of receiving as much 
love as^she could give. 

O fatal oracle, delivered by the fairest sibyl! 
Laws, rules, reason, whither arc you fled ? (Too 
true, all are neglected and lost for the sake of 
oqe. Curiosity has no power, revenge no taste, 
ambition no attraction; there seem but two 
ideas left in nature—to love and to obey. 

I fly from danger for a little time by absolute 
necessity: I fear I should do it by choice if I 
could foresee my fate. Perhaps 1 should never 
come back: but the bubbles you mention always 
return to play and love, though to their certain 
ruin. 

& 

In mtistc no 4eligUt my soul enu ftnd^ 

Mu»c can only plcaac tfao qiiiot miud ; 
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The soflbest touches only can inspire 
* Repeated tiiry to raging fire* 

Tiie wretched loverj doubtjful of relief. 

Abhors the pleaaiDg sounds wldch check his grief: 

He scorns relief but from the wounding fair j 
Unless she cures, he nouriBhes ddpair; 

Freedom lie bates, and hugs the fatal chain. 

And, fond of grief, his sole delight is 

Call you that /i/e, to breatlic without desire, 

Or (juench in dulucss love's transporting fire ? 

Or why beloved, if you without return 
Must freeze in cold, and ece your lover burn ? 

WJiat greater curse than drowsily to live. 

And neither pleasure know nor pleasure gite? 

If to no cliarnif, you will your heart resign 
But such as equal, such as merit thine, 

Treat with the ]toets for celestial love. 

And choose the shape in which you 'U liavc your Jove* 
The bards alone can glie deserving lovers. 

Yet 'tis some creature which the god discovers* 


MRS. HOWARD TO LORD PETERBOROUGH. 

_ _ * 

MV LORD, 

1 FANCY you must think me very 
unlike a wpman, to have the power to contain 
myself so long as to be spoken to twice without 
a reply—I mean, to have received two of your 
letters without returning an answer; by which 
you will hnd that a woman*s pen is not so 
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ready as her tongue; for most woroen.’imiwlr.. 
before they think, and I find it necessaim^ 
think before I write. ' 

If you wiU allow a woman ever to thi^k, * 
must beg your lordship to give me leave to tell 
you what I think of your letters. 

In the first place, 1 cannot think myself so 
terrible as you seem t<lfrepresent me, nor can I 
imagine you to have so little courage as you 
pretend. You express yourself with so much 
spirit and gallantry, that 1 fancy you cannot 
feci all that concern and fear in the terror of 
my countenance; for, supposing I was armed 
with all the wit your generosity gives me, you 
must allow me to be sensible your lordship is 
never unarmed. I know that, could you flatter 
me into a belief that I had a great deal of wit, 
it would only be a proof to you that I had very 
little—^the common effect of men’s flattery and 
women’s credulity. 

I think, my lord (if you will take the opinion 
of a female physician), that you are not in such 
a dying condition as your spleen represents 
you, when, by all your thoughts and expres¬ 
sions, your mind seems to be so much alive. 1 
think every man is in the wrong \idio talks to a 
woman of dying for her; for the only women 
that can have received a benefit from such a 
protestation are the widows. 

You talk of flying from dangers: I cannot 
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think your lordship would fly from an imaginary 
one, who have stood so many real ones, I 
would not have you call it a flight, but ratlicr a 
retreat; for, by your past conducL(if you will 
give me leave to make use of a double 'ehiendre)^ 
1 suppose you will raU;^ again. 


LORD PETERBOROUGH TO MRS, HOWARD, 


AmatertlaDij July 5, [ *3 

Change of air* the comtnou remedy, has no 
efifect; and flight, the refuge of all who fear, 
gives me no manner of security or case : a fair 
devil haunts me wherever I go, tliough, per¬ 
haps, not so malicious as the black ones, yet 
more tortpenting. ^ 

How much more tormenting is the beauteous 
devil than the ugly one! The first I am always 
thinking of; the other comes seldom in my 
thoughts; the terrors of the ugly devil very 
often diminish upon consideration; but the op¬ 
pressions of the fair one become more intolerable 
every time she comes into my mind. 

The chief attribute of the devil is tormenting. 
Who could look upon you, and give you that 
title f who can feel what I do, and give you 
any other ? 
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But, moat certainly, I! I have mare to lay^tn^ 
tlie charge of the fair one than can be objected 
to Satan or Beelzebub* We may believe they 
only have a mind to torment because they are 
tormented j if they endeavour to procure u$ 
misery, it is because they are in pain: they 
must be our companions in suffering, but my 
white devil partakes none of my torments- 

In a word, give me heaven, for it is in your 
power j or may you have an equal hell! Judge 
of the disease by the ‘ extravagant symptoms; 
one moment I curse you, the next I pray to 
you* Oh ! hear my prayers, or I am miserable. 

Forgive me if I threaten you : take this for a 
proof as well as punishment- If you can proH^ 
inhuman, you shall have reproaches from Mos¬ 
cow, China, or the barbarous quarters of Tartary • 
Believe me, for I think I am in earnest: this I 
am sure of* I could not endure my 
country but for yout sakc- 


' Extrnragant, indeed. It reatJy necessary to repeat 

our npolofi;icii for priutinj^ all these rhap!^lie» 3 but* however 
tediou^t* they are KtiU curious, as the nuinucrs of tUe 
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MRS. HOWARD TO LORD PETERBOROUGR 


[This lett^r^ whether it be Mrs- Howard^s own or prompted 
by Gay, is the beat uf the batch. It retorts Lord Peter- 
borouglrs common^placc with efjiia] wit and good sense.J 


July 26 , [ 

I HAVE carefully perused your lordship’s letter 
about your fair devil and your black devil, your 
Iiell and tortures, your heaven and happiness— 
those sublime expressions which ladies and 
gentlemen use in their gallantries and dis¬ 
tresses. 

I suppose by your fair devil you mean no¬ 
thing less than an angel. If so, my lord, I beg 
leave to give some reasons why I think a woman 
is neitheilr like an angel nor a devil, and why 
successful and unhappy love do not in the least 
resemble heaven and hell. It is true, you may 
quote ten thousand gallant letters and pre¬ 
cedents for the use of these love terms, which 
have a mighty captivating sound in the ears of 
a woman, and have been with equal propriety 
applied to all women in all ages. 

In the first place, my lord, an angel pretends 
to be nothing else but a spirit. If, then, a 
woman was no more than an angel, what could 
a lover gel by the pursuit ? 
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The black devil is a spirit too, but one that 
has lost his beauty and retained his pride« Tell 
a woman this, and try bow she likes the simile. 

The pleasure of an angel is ofTering praise j 
the pleasure of a woman is receiving it. 

Successful love is very unlike heaven } be¬ 
cause you may have success one hour, and lose 
it the next- Heaven is unchangeable. Who 
can say so of love or lovers ? 

In love there are as many heavens as there 
are women ; so that, if a man be so unhappy as 
to lose one heaven, he need not tlirow himself 
headlong into hell. 

This thought might be carried further* But 
perhaps you will ask me, if a woman be neither 
like angel or devil, what is she like? I answer, 
that the only thing that is like a woman is— 
another woman. 

How often has your lordship persuaded fo¬ 
reign lailies that nothing but them could make 
you forsake your dear country! But at present 
I find it is more to your purpose to tell me that 
I am the only woman that could prevail with 
you to stay in your ungrateful country. 
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LOED PETERBOROUGH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


The last tedious dull letter which I sent you 
should persuade you, by your own argument, 
that the head and the heart are much out of 
order j that which I have received from you 
convinces me, by your own rules, that, as no¬ 
thing can abate your vivacity, so nothing can 
affect your quiet. 

Compari.sons are not required to be exact j 
bat you have helped me to maintain mine. 
This time you must be my black spirit; and 
surely nothing but woman, with infernal spite 
and wit, could ridicule, as you have done, my 
poor angels and devils. 

Not content with your victory over my de¬ 
mons, you pursue me through heaven and hell, 
and take from me all the tei'ins of art, though 
you confess they have been used by all men to 
all women in all ages. 

Remember the orders which were once given 
to these devilish creatures, women : tliey were 
to cover their faces in the church, lest they 
should tempt the * angels. If there were some 
precautions to be taken to prevent the corre- 


1 An. idle allusion to St, Paul’s I st Epistle to tlic Corinthians, 
eh. xi. V. 10 . The whole letter is a laborious effort after wit, 
somewhat profane, and mighty 
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spondence iu former times, why may one not 
ill these days pursue a fair devil (which you 
interpret an angel) with thoughts not wholly 
spiritual ? 

Though you tell me there is danger in trying 
the experiment, yet you see I venture upon the 
simile; neither do I fear offending, because 
you know, and I feel, you have not lost your 
beauty: for pride, if you have none, then 1 am 
sure you arc like no other woman. But I fear 
you have your full share of these hellish qua¬ 
lities—too much love to yourself, and too much 
cruelty to others. P’or the first, I quote my 
Lady Mohun. You refuse the title of angel, 
and yet make me resemble them in practice— 
for my pleasure is offering you praise. You 
merit, and therefore have, my heart. If most 
women receive praise with pleasure when it is 
not their due, why should you not accept of it 
fr,om one hates flattery as much as h^ 

loves his tormenting devil? 

Now, indeed, fair lady, we come to the 
terrible article, where you give the melancholy 
reason why the pleasures of love are unjustly 
compared to those of heaven. Alas! what 
remedy one must venture for the hour of suc¬ 
cess, and deserve to have it lusting! But I 
declare you guilty of the highest mistake and 
heresy in love, if you take from me my dream 
of heaven in you, and think any other woman 
could v'ith reality make me amends. 
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‘lltRS, HOWARD TO LORD PETERBOROUGH. 

[Again^ we beUeve, tlie reader will be of opinioD that Mra. 

^Hpwijrd baa greatly the advantage of hia lerdahip in " this 

keen encounter of the 

I find you ure very ditficult to part with 
your angels and devils, and you seem to be 
very fond of some of the fine terms of love in 
use: you think it absolutely necessary that 
such expressions should be allowed, I grant, 
my lord, tliat terms of art are necessary in any 
science ; but I look upon love as purely nature^ 

All that I argue for is, that as these expres¬ 
sions have been in all ages the favourite words 
of fine gentlemen, who would fain persuade 
themselves and others that they are in love, 
that those who really are in love sj^uld discard 
them, the better to distinguish themselves from 
impostors. 

Not that, my lord, I would have you believe 
that I have any objection against being an 
angel, if possibly I could be one; but the 
fiattery that might really content a reasonable 
woman would be to have bestowed on her all 
the finest qualities that belong to the finest of 
women. 1 always thought husbands were the 
only men who could compUment a woman into 
of immortality. 



I own, my lord, that I talk at random upon 
this subject, and to a person so experienced) 
for undoubtedly you, who have loved so many, 
must know the most successful manner of ad¬ 
dress. 

In the preliminaries that were settled for- 
this correspondence you allowed a womaq fb 
dispute; and, my lord, I will say a thing that 
appears very like an untruth in a woman's 
mouth, that I only dispute to be better in*) 
formed, 

LORD PETERBOROUGH TO MRS. HOWARD. 

When I saw you last, you were in such a 
disorder, i^o likely to be increased by your in¬ 
tended journey, that 1 hope you allow me, in 
my Lady Mohun's name, to inquire after'your 
health. ^ 

At the same time, give me leave to confess I 
loft one part of your last' without an answer, 
that I might have the pretence of writing the 
sooner; and 1 cannot biit begin my letter with 
making you A reproach. 

I think you do me injustice (and the world 
will be of my opinion) when you apply to me 
that self-interested expression which I find in . 


' Of July 26 —p. 154. 
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yours. You suppose it is my purpose to pre* 
tend you are the only woman could persuade 
me to stay in my ungrateful country. 

Fair lady, 1 have passetl my whole life, I 
may almost say, without any purpose to my 
own advantage. In the precepts for love I 
have exceeded the couiiiiaiid, for 1 have loved 
my neiglibours, or some of them at least, much 
better than myself^ in wdiich number I am 
sure you might find ttie fair devil. Now those 
tliat love in this manner have no self-interested 
purpose, so much arc they wdiolly possessed 
witli the desire of pleasing her they adore. 

Another injury you do me, if you form an 
idea of the respect I have for you upon any 
pattern, I cannot describe what I feeU hnt 
this I am sure of, whereas the general motives 
to love are hopes of mutual cujoymiyits, I could 
not only renounce my share in ^easurc, but 
accept of pain in cxchauge, tc^ucrcasc the 
satisfaction of lier 1 love- If this be true, I 
have no purpose which is selfish, or which you 
should disapprove- 

I may be told by the diffident lady these are 
w^ords, and that more than fashionable faith is 
requisite for the belief* It is impossible to say 
one can love, and wholly forget one's self j but 
this is true, ray love subsists under so nmeh 
diffidence and despair, that I tliink I should 
compound for this, submitting to unhappiness. 
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if’ I were Becure you could be entirely con¬ 
vinced liow much I deserve your friendship- 
something as much out of the way as my 
passion may perhaps convince you of what I 
say. 


I.OilD PETEIlBOftOUtrll TO MRS. HOWARD, 

tliy beauty apiiears 
In if^ grare^ aiifl airs. 

All brfglit :is an augnl iifw rlriijip'd from tlie 

At dktaiire f gaxo, autl am awed I13" my fears. 

So stnitigely you dazzle my 03 o* 

llgt wlioti vsitlicuit art 

Veiir kind tbonglits you impart, 

'' When you r love runs in blushes through every vein; 

When it duH^ from v’Yiur ej'^es, when it jinut'i in your ]ieart> 
Then ] know >oiiVe a ^nmian again* 

TI,o»s a passion and pride 
III our she replied. 

And tlm^, (might I grati^ both) I would do: 

Still an angel a}>pear to eaeti lo\cr beside, 

Ibit ft ill be a woman to 3ou^ 

I This Mmg, though Lord Peterborough rallsi it PopV, is 
a-ieriln^d tn IWnell in all editions t>f hlsuorks, and jurthiN 
htrly in that [mbUslied by Pope himself in 17-1 Tt Tiiitat 
therefore be roneluded, either that Po]ie tnok the ojipnrtnnify 
of his friend's bonk to publish this little snug (Mlurhj by the 
way, occupies a verv prommenf place in tire ml nine'll or he 

V01-, 1. 
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Mr. Pope^s angel and woman being botli 
imaginary, and at bis own disposal, he were to 
blame had he not made her kind: if it were in 
ray power to conti nue it, ray angel and my lady 
should be so too. 

However the little gentleman (Pope) has 
brought angel, woman, man, and love together 
ill a song, there was no expedient but that 
which ho has taken to justify the pursuit of a 
she angel by a human lover, or to save an an¬ 
gelic passion from your raillery. 

Hut metliinks lits song shows a way that 
might make the jmrsuit of the heavenly crea¬ 
ture neither fruitless nor ridiculous; but that 
depends upon the courtesy of the angeL 

So much for tlie serapli and the song. But 
scrioiisly, madam, 'was ever fate Hkc mine?. 1 
am forced to plot and contrive for a moment’s 
audience with yon, aiul J can obtain hours’ 
conversation witli the Princess (of \V^iles), I go 
into her closet without fear, and tremble wlieii 
I approacli your door. 


gave the to Lortl IVterborough (tx'fore Parnell 
were published) witlioiit telling him who the aiithnr wain; ijt 
which case his lordship might erroneously attribute it t^i the 
little gentleman/' 

Mr* M<>orc, in one of bisi lively souga, hail employed the 
$aTnc idea*—' 

^ He Jiri my lovCj in the moriiiiip* 

But, oh* be ft vwnfift at nighr.” 
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You were saying something of an intended 
journey: that thought persuades me 1 might 
make you a just reproach. You are distant from 
me when I almost touch you, and I am near 
you even when the ocean divides us. 

I wanted one moment the other day to 'tell 
you the contradictory and extravagant tlioughts 
you inspire. In a splenetic day, when I sec 
clouds in the heavens, and no smiles in your 
face, I would fly irom my cold, my northern 
goddess, and in the remotest parts of the earth 
only adore the sun; but when I see the sky 
serene, and tiincy some mercy in your eyes, 
then my thoughts arc only fixed on her who 
could keep me here for ever with a tender look, 
and make me reparation for all injnrics- 


MR.S. nOWARD TO LORO PETKRnOROUOH. 


I HAVE bueu extremelv ill ever since 1 re- 
reived your lordship’s last letter, which has pre¬ 
vented me from answering it sooner. 

Your lordship is at last in the right; for cer¬ 
tainly the most agreeable compliment to a m'o- 
man is to persuade her she is a very fine woman. 
No reasonable woman desires more, and w’c all 
know no reasonable man de.sircs .she should be 






any tlung else : and therefore let us leave tlie 
goddesses aiul angels to enjoy their heaven in 
quiet; for since none of our present lovers can 
bring creditable witnesses tliat they ever saw a 
goddess or an aiigch bow can they tell but the 
comparison may do their ladies :ui injastice? 

Your song does the very tiling whieli all 
along I have been entleavoiiring to exjmsc— 
which llie ridiculous cant of* love- A per¬ 
son that is in real distress expresses his wants 
and desires naturally: similes and studied ex¬ 
pressions savour more o(‘ affect at ion than of* 


real passion, 

1 fancy the man who first treated the ladies 
with that celestial complaisance used it in con¬ 
tempt of their understandings, Jl pleases a 
little miss to be called a (|ueen ; and I tliiiik 
the woman must be still a fit lie miss in her vi^ay 

m 

of thinking, who can be taken with ladiiH calletl 

O' o 

a goddess or an angel. 

Your h>rdshij> goijig into warmer elinuites to 
pay adonition to tljc suri is sometlhiig of the 
same strain. Hut I will make no more ob- 
jcclioiis y for I wcnild not endeavour to dis¬ 
suade you from a sort of\'loqiience which you 
must have experienced to be the most powerful 
to engage the lu^arts of women. 

In the preliminaries of our corresjmndence 
wo were to declare our tliouglits with freedom; 
but ali this time ( have forgot tliat I am la* 
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boiM'iiig to advise a person in matters which he 
must know niuclt better than myself; for I am 
very certain that no i>erson whatever under¬ 
stands a woman so little as a woman. 


MRS. HOW A HD TO LORD PETERBOIlOUfHI. 


is au answer to uletter suppressfil] 


I CANNOT miiclt wonder that men are always 
so liberal in making presents of their hearts; 
yet I cannot help athniring the women who are 
so very loud of (licse ac(jiiisitions. Let us con- 
siiier the ingredients tliat make up the heart of 
man. 

It is composed of dissimulation, self-love, va¬ 
nity, incon.stancy, equivocation, and such fine 
qualities. Who then would itiake that a pre¬ 
sent to a lady, when tlicy have one of their own 
so very like it ? 

A man's heart never wants tlic outward ap¬ 
pearance of truth and slucerify. Every lover's 
heart is so finely varnished with them, that 
it is almost Impossible to distinguish the true 
from the false ones. According to niy ob- 
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servations, tlie false ones have generally the 
finest gloss* 

Wlicn your lordship asks a heart for a heart, 
you seem to reckon them all of equal value, I 
fancy you tliiiik them all false ones, which is 
the surest way not to be very often imposed 
upon, I beg your lordship, in lliis severe 
opinion of hearts, to except mine as well as 
your own, 

Jf you were so happy as to he owner of a 
falsa heart, you should esteem it as the most 
proper present for a ladyj for shoukl you make 
her a present of such a one as yours was before 
you parted with it, it is fifty to one whether 
you would receive a true one in return, 

Tliercfore, let every man who expects an 
equivalent for his heart be providetl W'itli a 
iaise one, w^hicli is equally fit for the Jiiosl 
professed lover; it will burn, flame, bleed, pant, 
sigh, and receive as many darts, and appear 
altogether as charming as a true one. Besides, 
it does not in the least embarrass the bearer, 
and I think your lordship was always a lover of 
liberty- 
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LORD PETEIlBOllOUGH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Uy your letter, you seem to insinuate innie 
may be like yours j for you honestly confess a 
mighty resemblance between the male anil fe¬ 
male hearts. I wish the likeness could be car¬ 
ried on throughout; I should almost be con¬ 
tent (as you advise) to change a true one though 
for a false one, if at the same time I coulS re¬ 
ceive as niiich beauty, wit, and 'youth. 

You own you can make no judgment of your 
own heart, declaring positively that woman 
cannot judge of woman : out of complaisance 
to your opinion, I suppose the same of man. 
There can he, then, but one expedient how wc 
may come at some probable conjectures of each 
other. If you would make as honest confessions 
to me as I would do to you, then you might 
judge of my heart, and I of yours. 

AVithout similes, or studied expressions, I 
would tell you my distress. I would truly de¬ 
scribe what J have fell for others—what 1 feel 
for you. r would reveal every tboiiglit, as good 
catholics do to their father confessors; and 
upon the whole matter you shall determine 


^ WHS iibinit 
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whetlier you can give me absolution lor tlic 
past, aiui credit for the future. 

I confess T shouh! find great pleasure' in such 
a bargain ; for if my first wish were to iiave the 
woman’s heart I love, the next would be to 
know it such as it is. 

That I am a lover of liberty I must not denv, 
but it were hotter Jor me to be out of my own 
power : a cruel mistress could not use me worse 
than I commonly use myself. Take ine^ or I 
shall ramble all my life in rest!essuess and 
change. Accept of the libertine for a slave, 
and try bow faLthfiilly I can love, honour, and 
obey. As far as I can judge of myself, if'you 
give me leave naturally to express my wants 
and desires, I desire notliiiig more lhan your 
esteem, and want nothing bul your heart. 


MRS. HOWARD TO LORD rETERliOROUGH. 


I THINK your lordshij), in the la'it paragraph 
of your letter, is a little ungenerous. For a pre¬ 
sent which you tell me yon have made to mo, 
you expect the most exact return, whit'h ge¬ 
nerosity generally leaves to the courtesy of the 
receiver* 

You quote Scripture to justify the reason- 
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ableness of your request: an eye for an eye, a 
tooth for a tooth, a heart for a heart. Tliis 
seems to me to be ratlier a dcmaiul of revenge 
and resentment than love. But a man cannot 
give a heart for a heart that lias none to give. 

Consider, my lord, you have but one heart, 
and then consider whetiier you have a right to 
dispose of it. Is there not u lady at Paris who 
is convinced that nobody has it but herself? 
Did you not bequeath it to another lady at 
Turin ? At Venice you disposed of it to six 
or seven, and you again parted with it at Naples 
and in Sicily. 

I am therefore obliged, my lord, to believe, 
that one who disposes of Ins heart in so profuse 
a manner is like a juggler, who seems to fling 
away a piece of money, but still has it in his 
own keeping. 


LOUD J*P.TEUBOROUGH TO MRS. HOWARD, 


Bkfobe I conqjliun I give you thanks, that 
in the several tlisposilions of my heart you 
have had the grace not to bestow it on any 
* German lady: but have you not too much 


' Thi< is !i stK'C'r lit flic taste of frcorp* tipr First; and, tn- 
dr«], (as if liinicd out afterwards) of Goiirprt' tlio Second too. 
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confined my generosity, and forgot that some 
Blacks are very beautiful, and Indians very 
lively ? 

By your own account, I am in the condition 
to make yon the greater and the justcr com¬ 
pliment* I give you the preference to all the 
women in the world j with authority too, since 
I believe no person ever had the opportunity of 
seeing such variety. 

But give me leave to tell you your intclU- 
geiice is very imperfect, and in many eases 
false* I have no knowledge of the lady yon 
begin with. I was ever too good an ICnglish- 
nian to submit to a French enemyj and were 
I to offer any thing to a lady at Paris, it sliould 
bo three bottles of champagne, and not one 
heart* 

At 7’urin I was so ljusieil in making kings 
that I liad not time to think of ladies ; and was 
so far from making a-conveyance, that I know 
no person there ever hud the least pretence to 
me, or I to them. 

Venice, indeed, was an idle place, and jsroper 
enough for an idle engagement; but alas! ma¬ 
dam, hate docs not differ more from love than 
a Venetian amusement from an English passion, 
—such a one as I feel for you. 


^ Lor«i Pctcr^xiroughT ortliograjiliy h iJi general rcry 
^’orrect, Apcll^i ^rord convri/f Aarice* 
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In truth, you never had in any country, nor 
could have, but one rival; for in no place 1 
ever found any to compare to you but one, and 
that was an English liidy% and a wife: so that, 
after all, this vagabond heart never went out of 
Ills own country; and the first and last true and 
warm passion seized me in this cold cliinato, 
and the deep and lasting wounds were given me 
at home. 

Were you curious upon my score, and would 
believe my confessions, I would appeal to your 
judgment whether my heart was ever so much 
in any other woman’s power as in yours? I 
couUl appeal to what is past, as well as to what 
1 am sure will happen ^ for you shall and will 
believe, that I have had fur you a passion which 
deserves neither reproach nor reproof. 

The repetition of either seriously * would 
throw me into such melancholy and despair, 
that, consenting to my fate, I should never be 
able to malulaiu the greatest innocence, or jus¬ 
tify the greatest love. 

Oh, madam, may I not say, were there a pos¬ 
sibility of sonic return, that I would prefer one 
kind thought to the mines of Peru and Mexico? 
A heart for a heart is a natural though un- 


^ Can this an allu^ian fo his otvii LTi^agcntcnt with 
Anastasia Rtibntsnit? U vpmiM ftiiigiilarly of jilatr 

biTC j ytt ubat else c’oiiltl liis 
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reasonable demanci in my circumstance. Oh, 
dearest lady^ refuse not mine, and do with your 
own as you think fit, provided yon keep it to 
yourself; or kec]> it, at least, till you can find 
one w^lio deserves it* 


LOUD UETFUBOHOUGH TO MllS. HOWAUJ). 


fTlic muTi'r will luit l>c ^nrry to ti.ivc tlit‘ nt tllM'i 

seru'S nf It U tli;it tlu'ir jicrulijir st} k, :uiil 

die cniLLiciit rcpututiuji tlie u HttT, uill ctecum' tht' Kdihir 
fur EiH.vhig pnblUlii^d ^ many of thfuu] 


>rADA:\T, 

SojiE part ol' iny life 1 have spent 
in accusations of the fair .sex. Sometimes wo¬ 


men iverc vain or faitliless, sometimes too easy, 
sometimes too cruel, in my opinion ; hut of late 
my complaints are ail ajifaijist the men. The 
young appear to me onipry, tiisagroeable beaux; 
and those advanced in years ilJ-lncd, presuming, 
and ignorant pjvtciitiers, whether they deal in 
gallantry or politics. 

I have complained someltmes <d' fate, some¬ 
times of you, without considering, I co)ifes.s, 
how seldom we have just pretences to wbat wc 
wish for; but faults acknowledged should ever 
be forgiven* The lady I most revere [jcihaps 


V 
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gives more than I deserve: if you houour me 
with your good opinion, and give me sometimes 
a thought, I acknowledge the favour with the 
utmost gralitiiJo. 

Ladies and kings have their negative voice; 
but you would not, nay, some things you can¬ 
not ileny. You may lay constraints upon our 
words anti actions, but onr thoughts are free: 
they you at the greatest distance, I 

assure you, frtjin the wild romantic ^cottage 
wlicre I pass my time I should send few of 
them to coirrts and castles, unless yon were in 
them, 

dfy IJlcnlicim would not aflbrd lodgings for 
two maids of I ion our and their equipage, and 
yet I cannot forbear wislung tliat you miglit 
somehow or other see niy purchase of fourteen 
pomitls a year. 

Though you hail seen tlie prodigies of Xor- 
folk the day before, 1 should depend upon your 
partiality to lievismount, tlie noble title of 
iny palace, which has jnit the jmblic to no 
expense'*- 


* Tfiti villa of BwU MimrU, rlnso to SiMitharn^^toi), lately 
fiullofl douti. 

Lronl Potcrlxirrai^li insiijuiitvs,. that Imtli Blviiljoiiii and 
Hotiglitou (tliv splendid ssvut created by Sir Ttol>tTt WaJjade) 
were greeted at tlie piiblir expense, ft is Uanlly true eieit of 
Blerdudm. Tlnit edilive was voted, iiideod, by tbe public; but 
tlie Tory 1llini^tcrs niude srfi many dilhndtie'^. and their sue- 
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Were it not presuming upon your goodness 
and permission, 1 should not trouble you with 
the inclosed. 

I am, madam, 

Your most faithful, oliedient aervaiil, 

I’ETURDOHOL'Cn. 


MRS. CAMPIJEIJ, TO MRS. HOWARD. 

[P. Sfi.] 


August tlic I 72 t. 

How does iiiy good Howard do ? Methiiiks 
I long to hear from you; but I suppose you 
are up to the cars in ‘bricks and mortar, and 
talk of frieze and cornice like any little wo¬ 
man! 1 am going in ‘a few days to ‘Colonel 

Fane’s, where I intend to improve myself in 


cc'iMirs so little tliiit tlir Dulie of Marllxirougli 

exjHMJtlc'd ati immert'w sum of fiis [jriviite ruoney iu foniplcting 
this noble palace* liougfiton iifit ttpprar to baie ro^t 
ihc public ii f.irtliliig; hut to tbn hour U m unexplatned 
how- Sir Robert Wiiiplie, a country gentleman of or three 
thou^ird ft ahoiililj ho early tii htn public lifcj bare fouiHl 
means to bniltl the pmligy nf Norfolk*" 

1 At Mnrblc Hill* 

*John Fane, c^donel of the 1st grenadier guardsj after* 
wardsj in 173^J| Be^euth £arJ of West morel anti He ererted, 
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the terms of art, in order to keep pace with 
you in the winter j otherwise I know I shall 
make but u scurvy figure in your room. 

You are a base woman to me, for, to be sure, 
3'oii might have found one day to come to 
Cooinbank when lus Highness goes to visit his 
dad, which lie does sometimes, as the Evening 
Post informs me. I keep no correspondence 
with an\’ mortal, so have no knowledge how 
the world wags: it would be charity to inform 
mo a little of the affairs of this earth. 

I see, in the newspaper of to-day, poor ^Lady 
Townsheiul is brought to bed : I am sure it must 
be before her time. I hope she is not very bad, 
poor soul! You will hiivc tlic Duchess of Dor¬ 
set witli'you on Sunday—^pray give my service 
to her; my bowels yearn to have her at Knowic. 
And pray toll who has been baited by men or 
dogs in your family, and if our ‘‘maids are iike 


aftpr a (if P:ill:ii1io, tl»i at 1N3t'ttHvortli in Krnt: 

lip alsH had thv fajiie to give ;t CJrPcinu front to one side 
of the fiin; iild Ktjglisli eloist(irod court ;it A|M?tlior|>e. It was 
at Morcuorthj tiu doubt, that Mrs. Cum|H>en designed to iin* 
proYC licriidf in Uip tenns of architecture, 

^ Dorothy- Walpole, sjistcr of Sir llobcrt, the scc^md d-ifc of 
Charles, Viscount Town sheiid, was hrouglit to lic^l ou the 
August, 1721, of twin daughters—onp married to Dr. 
Cowjier, dean oF Durhani j the tilhcr to the Hou. General 
Caruwains, Lady TownsUend died in I7i2(i. 

* The iTiaidH of honour, Mrs. Campbell's late colleagues. 
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to lose wliat tliey are weary of. Pray God they 
do not stay with you till my sou is old enough 
to * • them all I Well, God save you, my dear 
Swiss: if you can come here, say so—'to your 
most faithful, obedient, 

M. C. 


I* 

Mil. GAV TO MRS. iIOWARl). 


[R.itl;, ir2J.] 


MADAM, 

Since I came to the Bath I have 
writteii three letters the (li st to you, the 
second to Mr, Pope, and tlic third to Mr. For- 
tescue. Kvery ])Ost givc.s me iresh mortifi¬ 
cation, for I am forgot by every body. Dr. 
Arbuthiiot and )us ‘brother went away tins 
morning, and intend to see O.\ford in their 
way to Londoti. The talk of the Bath is the 
marriage of Lord .Somerville and "Mrs. Jlolt. 


^ Dr. ArljuUiiuit liud t\uj bn^tliLTs. 'The eldest, 
miirried Miss llttljmMmj tliu of Liidy FpItTboroug!! ^ by 

whom he had an only soiii John, who died in 1797, Icaiin^, by 
a niece of Arrfibishop Stmie, four sons—Charles, now lirst 
Cfimmissioner of \mKls and forests j Alexander, bishop of Kil- 
laloe; Roliert and Thoma*^, eolonels in the ariiiy, and kiiighN 
commanders of the Bath, The tloctor's oilier brother re?;iihnl 
at Rouen in rraiice, iiml left ]o> male issue* 

^ Anue BayiituiJ, \ndow of Colonel Uolt, married in \ 7^2i 
to Lord Somerville- 
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She left the Bath yesterday} he continues here, 

hut is to jTo away to-day or to-morrow : but as 

opinions differ, I cannot decide whether they 

are married or no, ^Lord Essex gives a private 

ball in Harrison's great room to Mrs. Pelham 

this evening: so tiiat, in all probability, some 

odd bodies being left oiil, wc shall soon have 

the pleasure of being divided into factions. I 

shall rotm n to London with * Lord Scarborough, 

who hath not as yet fixed his time of leaving 

tlic Bath. *Lord Pitzwilliam this morning had 

an account that a ticket of his w* come up 

600 f. “Lady Fit^william W'onders she has not 

heard from you; and has so little resolution, 

that she cannot resist buttered tolls at breakfast, 

■ * 

tliougli she knows they prejujiicc her health* 
If A on will write to me, yon will make me 
cheerful and hiijjjn'; without wliicli Iain told 
tile waters will ha^c good effect. Pray have 
some regard to niy health, for my life is in your 
ser V icc. 


'' Willianij tlnrd Earl of how a widower: liis 

ta(iy, Jaur li,iving died in the January of tliis year. 

Ills fortfshjji rc-iuarritNi, jpars aftpr, Lad)' Riidsci 

* llicliard, iiiei:njiU Earl of Si'arbur44U|:}i. 

' Jolui, Eur^ uf IrvLnnd He dinl 

17 28. 

" Anne Strin^^cr^ died in 172{j* 



LORD BATHURST TO MRS- HOWARD. 


[Allan, fir^t Liird natlmr''t> tlit* friond of Swift, and 

Bolin^lirolvo- He was a decided Tory, and one of (Jueeii 
Anne's hud\c pt’^rs- lie was lK>rii Nov. Ifi, ifiH4j and 
dieil St^pt- I fi, 1775, retaining to the agi* of Jiinety-orjc, 
nnt In', sftjscii merely, J^ut /lis wj't, pl<■a^alllry, and hpjritd. 
Hrs Moi (ulirHii lie MJriivi'd) was I^nnl CJianci'Hor Apsley* 
Soinotlinev, ulieii the Cliamvlhic rctiml fmiii liis fathers 
table, Lord Bathurst would say, “feme—»*>w the old 
tlciiiaii's gone, let ua have miotlier bottle*’ When Oeorgi' 
the Smunti tlioji prince, (piarrelled with ids father, a 
kiiiil of coalitLoti took ]iLn * In^twecn his friends and the 
old Tory opjuisjlioi'* Tfiis contributed to, jf it diil not 
priwlm c, Mrs- Hioiatd’s ijitiiiiacy with PojiO anil Sviift, 
Bolingbnike and B.ithiirst^. The scandal “ of the day, how"- 
ever, hinted that her friejMKhrji fitr the latter was of a ten¬ 
derer natiire, and that the jealousy of the Prinei' was sr^ far 
aw^ikened as to firbiil Lord Batliui st's \ isits But the toiui 
of this ami of all Lord Hatlinrst's !e tiers seems to niiitradict 
this tiisiimation* Wp fiml lie iie\er np his [iitiimicy 

with Airs. Howard; andean one iTniaWnut oi'casidu, i>rii- 
plojpd Iipr fiiodiatioii viitli Gef>rgo tfie ^H>nmd; whirdt is 
ijuite iiuTfaisistent with t|jp supposition tlrat his Majesty 
had l>cen jcidons of his favour wdh the lady.] 


liichklngs^ Ui*i\T Colnhrook, 

TueSflay Noon [1725*] 

MADAM, 

That a poor country gentleman 
should be forgot by Ids c ourt iVieiids is no new 


^ The most suffirising news is Lord B/s a^jf-iduous court: 
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thing—that lie should be troublesome to them 
is as little extraordinary; 'therefore, to keep in 
the ordinary course of tilings, it is proper for 
me to put you in mind of your promise of 
coming here one day this week, for I am 
obliged to remove from hence the next. I 
hope to hear that her Royal Highness is well. 
I believe I ought to go to Richmond again, to 
inquire after Iier health, but if I licar of it I 
shall be satisfied; and 1 leave it to further time 
to show how sincerely youft Jacobite friend is 
attached to her. 

I am convinccti I shall make but an awkward 
courtier, and I could perceive that .some of the 
folks I met there the last da}' looked upon me 
as 11 wild beast whose teeth amh,claws had been 
lately pulled out; but perhaps they may grow 
again the next winter, and the creature maybe 
found to be tame only to those it likes, and 


ulilcli filli tfu' -Ilout's With profttuinl But 

MiiL‘11 a rat at a ntji^iileraliUMU'stiUKT^ tin Ih'Ijuvc in pri* 
\:ito tltctt H. ami liw Jni'ihfijp liiivt' a frioiitUliip that 

iHpnltTs on ihe ioifi/t **—** TIiom^ ildinos, tbmigli 

aUniirahly iijnlor ivhnk* of polity’s wero at 

h^irgtli speitj frit, lio.iNi, ainl untlti-'stofKl j ami the fai? iatly 
gi^en til undcrbtmJ. hy hor ('niiitiuiiKtiug ofticor. thnt^ tf ^flc 
sluiT^vfl iiiukr ofhrr rohuirv, slio niu^t ovpi'Ot to Ikt jwy 
retrcnchcKh" —M.W, Loiter?, loL iii* {». lol. 
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submit to nothing but the Royal Blood", But 
what if tlie rest of our Mieptl should grow tame 
toOf and leave off roaring? Your hunters would 
complain oi'want of sport, and you may be ac¬ 
cused of having spoiled their diversion. You 
do not know wluit jou have done* I give you 
fair warning, therefore, whatever happens, do 
not hercailcT accuse jour, See. 

BAmURST* 


* All aJJu'oimi to fhd olfl siijk^i>tittr>i] uitli vtliicli F.tKtaff 
Jia^ lijiwie lis timiHiiV; The Hon uill nnt tomh the true 

pritifL'.'* 

* The op|nHithm. 
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LADY HERVEY TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[The ci;kl>rat«d Mar Lej)el; ktters* with a s^keUili of 

lier life, hav^e Ikh'ii su Tcceiitly publi^lied, that tfie latter 
jict'Kl nut lx? luTo rt'pi‘atciL 81 io in (vlebruted in the lighter 
piH'uj's of Pu]>e Mith tirf^ nirn'li fainiliarity; hut Voltaire, 
Lnnl Cliestcrrielil, and Horace Walpole have iinniortalMed 
her l>eaiity^ wit, efindurt, and good Nlic and Mks 

iltdlenden were—nut rivals, hut^—the joint objects of nai- 
^er'^al adniiratiim. fri beauty they were, althongh in dif¬ 
ferent ^tJ]esJ ni‘arly eijiial; but Miss Bellendon Wtt!> must 
admired by the gaj, and Mih’i Le[K;l by the witty. Her 
4'uial ueuse iiiiil rliMTetiun were almost pruiLTbia)^ and in 
a vast mnnlM^r of letters of tliat :ig(^ which have jiiL^sed 
tbrough the bands uf the etlitiii’^ tliusi' of Laily Herv ey aVO 
remarkable for the airur.ic) of the w ritiiig and ortbo!:''rAJtf]yj 
for the decorum and prctpriely of tlie e\|vrcssioiiSj and fur 
the |dain ^ood sei]'‘e anil feeling w breli they evince* It Im 
to Ih* rt‘gretU‘<l that the intidelity of Lord Hervey's fpiond 
and tutor. Dr. Middleton, seems to Iiave in home degree 
weakenerl her reJigions prineipies She loni too much giwxl 
tiiste ti> obtrude uircJisUe opinions on her corresjHWidenta; 
hut slie eert.Linlv treatetl Middictim's hojihisms witlt more 
res|k‘et tlun they deserved.] 


Rath, June 7j 1 7li5- 

Though vojy likely yotj did neiflier expect 
nor desire to hear Iroiu mo, jxt I fuiicy you 
will not bo nuioli atrrf)ii>)Oil iit doinj^ s<); for it 
is very natural for ;uiy one ihut onco lias had 
the pleasure of corrcsi)oiidinnf with dear Mrs. 
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Howard to endeavour to continue it. 1 cannot 
give you much encouragement to let me hear 
from you, unless the assuring you it will be a 
great pleasure to me to do so will be any; for 
I can promise you nothing in return, this place 
not being able to alFord either news or enter- 
taiiiment—not tliat it is so very empty as 1 had 
hoard ; and really a great part of the company 
are of one’s acquaintance, though 1 cannot say 
of quite tlic most agreeable part of it. 

AV'^e had a breakfast on Saturday given by 
Mr. Uyng^ at whTcli I believe tfiere were at 
least fifty or threescort people- Sir llichard 
Grosvenor- gives one lo-inorrow. AtTOght wc 
have coTistantly four or five taldcs af cards; 
and hazard has not failed once: so tliat, take 
it altogether, ^^c make a very pretty sort oi^a 
show for the time of‘ ja^ar. I do not know 
what weather it is iii town, but here it is as 
cold as in winter, wliicti is very agreeable to 
the water ilrinkers, l)ut very little so to tlie 
rest ot* tlie company. Lord Peterburough^ is 



^ rJtlier tfiii IfonoiirnfMc^ Pattre Uyiifr, iit tliis time trea¬ 
surer of iiiLiry, afterwank st^fiuiO Vi^emint Torrirrj^nri, 
who loiirrieci, in 1/21, La^lj ('liarlotte Montague; or Jii< 
brother ChaHeSj u)n> was afterManlh the tliirj vist'ount, aofi 
did not marry till 1 

- Sir Itfchard ( eiior^ the fourth IhironeU who married, 
in Piauii VVariiirrUui. 

^ S-e ju I'Jh 
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here, and has been so some.time, though by his 
dress one would believe he had not designed to 
make any stayj for he wears boots* all day, 
and, as 1 hear, must do so, having brought no 
shoes with him. It is a comical sight to see 
him with his blue ribbon and star, and a cab¬ 
bage under each arm, or a chicken in his hand, 
which, after he himself has purchased at market, 
he carries Iionie for his dinner. 

We have heard great fame of a speech Lord 
Stanhope made to the King i hut alino&t every 
one has heard it a different way. I fancy I 
have Itad tlie truest'' account of it. We expect 
to see will print. 

Wlicnever you have a minute to spare, I 
shall be more obliged to you than any other 
^itdy if you will bestow it on me ; and if Rich¬ 
mond affords any' little news 1 shall thank you 
for it. I have spoken to three lace-women, but 


By till’ clujigt* this no longer sudi a 

str:uJ^o mijiarcL An Irish Tnouiber nf parliainont the 
name of Xoitm/nm fn his , lx*einij^e be eu a sudden 

u'Oiit dmm to the Hnuso in his TKKlt^, and turned a question 
the Court. Our graud fat hers ne\er wan* hoots hut 
nil borseboek, or when they ex}>e<’teil to mount j hut their 
Ixiots were different from tlic light chaiissures of our <lay. 

*’ Prohnbly from StanluijH! luiiLsidf, \\]uy w;i^ an earZy and 
constant friend of Lady Nervey*s. The s]icei'ii not 
reiu'liod inisterity. It nas probahf) mpuio ebidJitioa of jiarty 
'rjiiril- 
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cannot find out that one of whom the Princess's 
lace is bespoke; but I shall inquire further about 
it, and shall be always pleased to do that or 
any other thing that dear Mrs. Howard desires, 
being her most faithful humble servant, 

M. Hehvey. 

My lord desires his luimhle service to you. 


lORIJ STANHOPE TO MllS. HOWARD. 


The Peak, June 30, 1725. 

M.ADAM, 

I Tm>fK I have acquired a sort of 
a right of troubling you witli a letter eveiy 
time I go into the country; I am sure, at least, 
1 have a temptation to do it, which I cannot 
resist—that is, your usual goodness in letting 
me alter wards liave one from ) on, 

Afte r assuring you of r’y respects, which no 
place can alter, I am more at a )o.ss what to say 
from lienee, than I should liave been from any 
other part, either of this world or the nextj 
for, were I to give you a true description of 
this place, I should lie under the imputation 
tluat travellers generally do. I will only tell 
you, by way of specimen, that the uiliabitants 
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here are as utter strangers to the sun as they 
are to shoes and stockings; and were it, by 
some strange revolution in nature, once to 
shine upon them, the tinusiia] light would cer¬ 
tainly blind them, in* case the heat did not sud* 
denly kill them. It is called the Peak; and you 
have heard that the devil is reported to liave 
some possessions in it, wliicb I certainly believe. 
For, liiul I tieoii a papist (as, tliaiik God, I am 
not) 1 should have tlmnglit myself in purgatory; 
hut, Ijeing a good protestaiit, 1 was obliged most 
orthodoxly to conclude myself to i)e in hell. 
Mut reflecting, since, how little good company 
I meet with Acre, atul how much I might expect 
to find theve^ together with the considenitiou of 
my excessive jmverty, 1 l>ogiri tr) believe I am 
in Scotland, where, like the rest ot'tluit nation, 
I only stay till I am master of half-a-crown to 
get out of it. 

Hut, after all this, I ought in justice, and, 
indccil, to g/rc Me dtvil /ih due, to inform you 
of the satisfictions I meet with here. 

In the first place, the w'aters, that my father 
came here to tlrink, have done liini a great deal 
of good, and, I hope, have confirmed his health 
for a considerable time. In tiie next place, I 
hav^my Uwo brothers, wlio make it their wlnde 

I 

“ Proliably Sir VVilliiim Stauho|K', burn Jii } 702 ; anrl John 
Ikjj'u Jaiu I7UL 


ISO 


—1725 


business to entertain me* They never suffer me 
to be alone, thinking me inclined to melancholy* 
Then, having heard that I love music, they 
spare no pains to please me that way: the 
eldest performing tolerably ill upon a broken 
hautboy, and the youngest something worse 
upon a cracked flutCr As I would be civil in 
my turn too, 1 beg of them not to give them¬ 
selves so inucli trouble upon my account, being 
apprehensive tliat great expense of breath may 
impair their lungs; I)ut all to no purpose, for 
they assure me they will venture any thing to 
divert me, and so play file more. 

Besides these domestic amusements, I have 
likewise my recreations abroad, both pleasant 
and protitahlc: for I iuue won three half- 
crowns of the curate at a horse-race, and six 
shillings of Gafter Foxelcy at a cock-match. 
But wile tiler this success may not one day or 
othei' prove to my cost, by tlrawLiig me into 
'gaming, I cannot answer, 

1 am afraid I have, like most memoir writers, 
troubled you loo long with tlic account of my 
ow'u life; but you will easily excuse me, for 
the sake of that agreeable variety you will fiiul 
in it* 8o, wisliing you all imaginable success 
at Trey-ace, t'ommerce, or wfiatever cl.se^ay 


MaiUcry [lasbioji fin 
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be the prevailing tliversion of the ^L-odge, I 
ani^ with the greatest truth and re specif 

Yours, &c. 

Stanhope, 

P*S* 1 must beg of you, if his Royal High¬ 
ness should be ever so good as to mention me, 
that you will present my most pi^found duty 
and respect to him,'when you find it not im¬ 
proper- I hope their * three Highnesses are 
welL 


' nichmozul 

*1 iVi^hniMy Uu‘ I'rinco'ji Uirw t'liilrJruit: Fivilcrit'k, Williaco, 




188 


1725 


THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Villier^, tlie eldest dau^liter of Sir Kdwiinl VilliVraj 
ancestor of lJu* E.irK of Jersey, by Lady Fram'ts Ibnianl, 
dan^bter of Theoidiihis, Karl of Siiftblh, Site was maid of 
boitour to Quooo Mary tiOioij I*i-iiiU’S'^; and* ttieii aud 
afterwarfU, a soiirre of dissonsioit liutiieen lit?r ami King 
Wifbarii. WithiHit ,in_v itroat slifiro of btmity, s!ie tbinircl 
the |ililc+gruntii' lioart of Wiliiniin Jiifo hiio* and Ids oemmiiiy 
into bcMiiit^. ills fon-^efting his in’kiitienl and 

stlHiog his jutiir.il prinrlplo^, granted to this ladj all the 
prit.itu <»st.ito^ of King Janir" in TroJaiKb then vahm<1 at 
ahoiit UdjOOU/ a sulpjei t oid\ to rerit-i liiiri'eti (tuJ-y 

suitable to h hI uraiit) of-VlbO/ a vtsir to I^ady Su'saii 
l?ellasyse^ and to Mrs fludfro\—iMif King James's 

inistrL’S'-.es, \Vl* hair latidj (list o^erofi, by DangiMii's Me- 
inoir'^, tiuit William liad Jt.id the goijorosiK trp M>iid the 
exiled king bis (arriages .ind [tLile: but the strange libo- 
ralit) of mi.irteriiig t^vo itfliis fatbor-iiulHiH's easUolf mis¬ 
tresses u|M»ii his ij\>n faiouiite, is still more remarkiddi^ 
tboii£;h not oifnally rointJiendalde- the m orhl it ajipjiearod 
a srandaious abns^t^and its I tii ait a< t of jiaHrauunit defeat mg 
tills ti'i[irfrtJto job, and n-suioriig to the lisr fif tin' |>iddi( all 
grants made sinre the Rexolntioiu Lady Orkney Jimrh 
nmsulted by Harley in the greut cbuTig*^ of ministry in 
and Sm ift, who l>rranie known lier in eoMsiH^iieju^r 
nf that coiinoxifMij calls Jier the wisest woniuu he eyer 
knew/'and her picture is one «f the Ijeipie^ts in his wilL 
Her biisWid was L^nd George, fiftli Bim of Uie Ibike of 
Hamilton, who niarncii ber in the bist dsya of NoveiiiWr, 
IfiPJj, and was created Karl of Orkney ru fbe f\r^t dny^ of 
the eni^uing January, with reinaioder to tfie heirs 

of bis iKKly ; and it seems as if nature ns well as the 
king do^igtied this for a female fief, for if has since its 
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creation been in limited by females only. Lady Orkney 
died in J 733* 

It \roii!d }k* cniel to deny tlje reader tlie pleasure of seeing 
a jHjrtralt of this Verms walkijrg at the ensuing coronation^ 
from the lively ptnieil of Lady Mary W. Montagu : 

" She that drew the greatest nuiiilaT of eyes was in- 
disputiibly Lady Orkney. She exjiosod lieliind a mixture 
of fiit aud wrinkles, ami before a very considerahic protu¬ 
berance, ivhicb preeeclod her. Add to this tlio iiiiinitahle 
roll of lier eyes, aurl licr grey haiiv;, wbicli; hy gocnl fortuncj 
stooil directly upright, and It is iiikpo^sible to imagine n 
luoi-e didiglithil s^H'etade. She had ond>cl)tshed all this 
with ^,^m'l^del■ahle ifiagiiificenco, wlitcli uiade her hwk ixa big 
again as UbiaaL” —Lvfitr to Ln^t^ Morr^ 17-7.] 


Clit'ton (rhfdeii), July 22 , [1725.] 


MADAM, 

Tuk tinluippj find time long, I 
am truly conccnictl for my poor ‘Liuly Lovat. 


' 'lliere were three <»r thur Ladies Lovat at this |)eriod ; but 
Lady Orkitev jnohalily alludes to Amelia, eldest daughter of 
Hugh, the tenth Ltud Lo^at^ ulio claimed to succeed to tlie 
barony, «uid niaintaiiietl a long hiu -suit for it against the cele¬ 
brated Simon Fmzt r, ivho, hy force, IVaud, aud purchase, at Ta^t 
established bis claim. The history of this law-suit (if it may 
bi' t'alled liy that name) is most cxti aordtiiary, Slmcm, to assist 
his own pers^mal rights, ran away with the heiress: the re¬ 
morse uf fiis asstH'iates restf^red the young huly to liberty, 
upon which Siiuoii ran away witli hei' mother, whom he 
forcibly niarncil; an exploit for which he was condemned to 
death j but in 1715* having Mdeif uith the IJaimver family, 
lie obtaiued a pardon, ami he bunght olf soon after his op- 
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She stays in London for no ^ther end but in 
hopes to get something to carry her to Scot¬ 
land; ami every day she is detained she is less 
able to live or to go. I did do as you desired; 
but I fear the petition has not been read, or 
not spoken of, as you expected. Your humanity 
has di'awn this great trouble upon you; but 
wliat is life worth without it ? I shall be at 
Court some day next week, where I shall wait 
on yon ; and 1 hope then to liavc a suocossful 
answer to this. This, and a thousand other 
things 1 have heard of you, engages me to be 
with truth your lady.ship’s 

Faithful humble servant, 

E. Orkney. 


LADY FIERVEY TO MRS, MOWARI). 

[P. 18!.] 


Bfitii, July iWtlt, 

1 CANNOT defer thanking dear Mrs. Howard 
for the favour of her letter, thougli 1 hope I 
shall do it very soon by word of mouth; for I 


pnoent!!, tlic T.ady I/)vat and her smii when, in the full jiofi- 
siession of all the object.^ uf Ills former anibitiuii, anti near 80 
years nf age, he I’haiigetl sides, and, having joined the rebellton 
iti 17 15, was cxofuttvl two years after. 



1725— 


191 


design to leave this place either the middle or 
latter end of next week, and as soon as 1 have 
recovered the fatigue of the journey shall pay 
my duty to my master and 'mistress at Rich'' 
mond, where I hope and expect to have the 
pleasure of seeing you. I was vastly mortified 
to find you so tedious in your answer, but am 
now sorry to find you had such good, or rather 
such bad, reasons for it. I liopc, by what you 
say of our going to Ashley®, tiiat you design 
to be a good neighbour. I shall certainly visit 
both you iind Marble-Hill; for I long ex¬ 
tremely to see what I am told is the prettiest 
tiling' of the size that can be seen, 

I hear I.aily Pembroke'* is breeding, and 
that my lord has bid for twins at least. They 
say this match, instead of hurling JLord Her¬ 
bert, will be very hencficia] to him j and tliat, 
if the old mail goes on as he Jias hegun, he 


* I < 1(1 not fitjil tliat Lady Hervey had at tliis pcrioil any 

at ciinit; but slio allndos oifluT tft the place she lately 
Indd, HT tn that Avliieh her Imsband filled* 

* I’robahly Ashley Park, a villa near Walton on Thamesi. 

Marble-Hill 'tras now pretty kr advanced* 

^ Mary, sfstcr to Srroope Vi^scount Ho\k', was maid nf 
honour to the Princess, and became, in the early part of this 
year, third wife of THotiias, eighth earl of Pembroke* 'I" hey 
liad no issue; hut, ]»y his former marriages, the carl had seven 
sons and six daughters* 
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cannot live many months. It seems he is oi' 
the opinion Mr. Diyden has made Alciiiciia: 

" Yc gtxls that niakc tuir lives tao 

‘ Yet craiiJ thctii n itli tUsfiii>os," 

^ B 

I refer you to the play for tlic rest of the 
speech ^ If tins weiklinj^ succeeds us il is 
tlioLiglit, you had best advise Lord Stanhope 
to procure Lord Clicsterficlda bride, and him¬ 
self the estate* 

If you give me the pleasure of hearing from 
you again before I see you, semi your letter to 
town, wliere probably I shall he; or, at least, 
they will know where to find me, I shall bid 
you adieu, for they tell me flinoer stays only 
lor me j ai;d my stomach is so much sliarpcr 


* Yl* ^mlsl yciu iiiaJic ourlivos too 

You fill Hjcuj with wmits, out! wousj 

Aw\ otily dasJt tlteu) vvitJ) u little love 
Sprioklod hy lit-s with a s|«irinj|; haiuL 
Count all our jny.'i, fri>m (j)uhlfiorKl oVn W ngOt 
TIk'y M^mld hut make a day **f every yi‘ar. 

Take hack your seventy years—tfiehtuit of life. 

Or elh*; Ixi kiml, mol firam the ^juintossi'iice 
Of s<ireiity years into sweet seventy days; 

For all tlie re^t is flat in'iitipid Ivin^f*'* 

This speeeli js tlieonly part of the whole scene wlitdi Lady 
Hervey mnid with decency qa4>tc. 

^ Lord Chesterfield tlied (without Lady Hervey's pro- 
scriptiou) within a very few rnouths* 
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set than my wit, that I fancy it will be as^well ■ 
for us both to conclude* 

My lord is very much yours. 


LADY HKRVEY TO MRS. HOWARD. 


liiitfij Ot’icibcr tliti i lUij ^1725-3 

One is never so ready to obey otlicr people's 
comm antis as when tfmy speak one's own in¬ 
clinations* I liave jnst received a message from 
you by Mr* Jefri’Lyi; in compliance wit h wliicTi 
I now write to youj which I shotdd have done 
before on )iearing you were ill, liad not Lady 
Bristol told me she had a letter from you, 
whicli assured her you was better; and assured 
me still more so, for I ditl not tliink you wanted 
either health or leisure wlicn you had spirits 
and time enough to bestow t/ten\ I own I 
flattered myself, that after that 1 should not 
liave been neglected; hirt what one expects 
and wliat one meets witii are too often dif¬ 
ferent. Perha|is, from wHat I have said, you 
may imagine that 'Lady B* and I are somewliat 


* ltw]y nfrifitol, Lruly motlior-iii-lau', was of it icry 

floxntric md ciipi'ii'ioufl teiiil>er, Luf]y M. W, ajiya, 

VOL* 1* O 



194 


— 17 ^ 5 — 


cool; but you are greatly mistaken if you thmk 
so, for I am (thoiigli mucli unworthy) one of 
the first favourites: ®Lady Betty Mansell being 
in the utmost disgrace, and ^Lady Anne Hervey 
nSt being in so very great a degree of favour as 
formerly. I find your advice the best in the 
world j and tliat vast civility, much coolness, 
and great distance, are not only tile best pre¬ 
servatives, but tlic only acquirers of that lady's 
good, graces. 

If you want any accoimt ol'this place I shall 
refer you to Mr» Jeffreys, who, as he tells me, 
returns to you very soon, and is already, I be¬ 
lieve, better informed of what passes here than 
I am, 1 never stir out in a morning, and am 


id one of her letters itboiit this pprifnl^ “ Ail nnr iir'fjuaiiitanre 
ar^ riuj in<ad ; tlicy do sudi tliiugsJ ^^udl iiioniitrtms and stu- 
petidoiis things! Lad}' Horvi'y and T^idy Uristrif have 
roNed in stiidi u. pdite iiiainjcr, that they Jiave ^rven one 
nootlier ftll the titles lilierally bestowed annmg^t the ladies 
at Hillingugate*”—//mb iii, p, Ibl* 7’he uniform de* 
ccncy and good sense i-pf Linly llcir^ey's life^ and the known 
virulence of Lady Mary's pen, ^^rndd reseue Lady Heevey^s 
memory from nuidi bbinie. on thi^ j^ttint, even if it were true 
that any ditfercnces ha<[ arinui las tween the latlJcH— 

which this letter renflcrs iniprohahle, 

• Lady ElisaWth, the eJdciSt daughter of Lord Briiitol, born 
in 16915, married, in 1724, to Mr. Mansell, son of Lord Man- 
siclb She iIW in 1726. 

^ Lady Anne, the -soeond dau^hter^ died unmarried in 177 L 



is often at home in an evening as I can contrive 
to be; for I play but seldom, and here are very 
few conversable creatures* We have had se¬ 
veral private balls since I came, and there had 
been many before I came, but now I belil^^e 
there is an end of therrti^ for ^ Lady Walsingham* 
to whom they were all addressed, left this place 
this morning. 

All I have yet told you is very probable, and 
will not surprise yon ; but arm yourself with 
faith to believe me when 1 tell you that ^Bab, 
our own lean, pale-faced Bab, lias been queen of 
a ball, and lias been the object of siglis, languish- 
meiits, and all things proper 011 such occasions : 
and, to surprise you yet more, I must inform 
you, that her flirt is master of ton thousand 
pounds a year* I do not doubt but that Lady 
Bristol will tell you of it, for she is brimful of 
that (and cases of quadrille); but do not own 


4 Kirks]na ik Si'fmkiuborgli —uhcCf says tlit Peerage, of tlic 
Duchess of KenflaJ, but proLtlily lior thiighicr by George the 
First, H'liD crcatofl her C'otMtlcss oF W^Usiaghatu. She married, 
in 1733, Lord Chcfitorrteld, wlio coinmcnceii ag:niist George 
the Second a ^\i\t for20,0<J0/» said to bare hccii left Lady Wol- 
siikghaiu hy the will of Geiirge the First, Futlk George the 
Second suppressed, The cause never and, indeed, never 

could come, to trial; but Waljade says the money was jKiiiJ. 

* Lady ^rbara tiervoy, third daughter of Lord Bristol. 
NotW'ithstiinding the au8piciui]s hojnv^i recorded in this letter, 
j>ftor Lady Tlnh died unmarried fn 1 7^7. 

o ^2 
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that you heart! it before, lest she should suspect 
me to be your informer. 

After this extraordinary' ])iece of news, all 
titf rest must seem flat ; so I will say nothing 
tiiOTC, only beg you will believe that Lord Hcr- 
vey and I are botli incite yours than I have 
room to tell you. 


LOUD STANHOPE TO MRS. IIOWAUJ). 

[P. 1.] 


* HrettUy, 0<’t, ‘2.H, [irit.)-'] 

MADAM, 

You have so often indulged me in 
troubling you with my applications, and the 
.satisfaction 1 have in being particularly obliged 
to you i.s .so gi eat, tlial I fear I do not enough 
consider the tiouhlc I may give you : however, 
I must yeiiture once more upon tliis occasion, 
and beg the favour of you to make niy excuse 
to the Wince for not paying my duty to him 
upon his ®birth-day, a.s 1 tmght to do. 

I hope his royal highness will do me the justice 
to believe that it is neither a negligence of my 


^ Br'jttby Hiillj iu DtTbysblrt‘, tlie scat of tbo EiirJs of Chya 

tcrfield* ^ 

* iOtli of NovMjibcr. 
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duty, nor a want of inclination to pay it, but ao. 
almost indispensable necessity, that hinders me 
from coming to town; for ever since my father 
had h is fits (which were such and so many as I 
believe no other body ever survived) he Has 
continued entirely serrfSfclcss; in which condition 
it is impossible for me, upon many accounts 
besides filial ^piety, to leave hiiih How long 
he will continue so 1 cannot tell ^ but this I am 
sure of, that if it be much longer I shall be the 
maddest of the two; this place being the seat 
of horror and despair, wliere no creatures but 
ravens, screech-owls, and birds of til omen, seem 
wiltdigly to dvccll; for as for the very few liu- 
inati tacos that I beliold, they look, like myself, 
rather condeiimed than inclined to stay here- 
Were 1 given to romances, 1 slionld think my¬ 
self detained by enchantments in the castle of 
some inexorable magician, whicfi I am sure Hon 
Quixote often did upon much slighter grounds; 
or were I incliried to a religious melancholy, I 
should fancy myself in bell: but not having the 
hapi>iiiess of being yet quite out of my senses, 
1 fancy—wliut is worse than either—that I am 


™ It niiiiit (jimed tlijit tbc ri;inuitifler of tbiii lothT is jmt 
in tmwj Ilf wry JiUdl pf€lf/; yot Lurfl 

lived on vtjry giKitl tvriiiii witli Uis fiillivr, and ftltcctiouate 
ill his Httuiitian^s to him iti hts Ltiit 
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just where I am, in the old mansion-seat of the 
family, and that, too, not my own. 

I ask a tiiousaiid pardons for givi ng you all 
this trouble ; but at the same time beg you will 
believe, that it is impossible to be more sensible 
of the many obligation^ have to you than I 
am; which I should not be entirely nnw'orthy 
of, ooidtl there be any merit in being, with the 
greatest respect and sincerity, &c. wSfe 

Stanhope. 


LOUD STANH()P|; TO MIIS. HOWAUD. 


13Hi Nm\ 


MADAM, 

When vou did me the honour of 
writing to me, I believe you could not expect 
to escape being troubled with my thunks for it, 
though my^ satisfaction was very much lessened 
by finding that your illness prevented my having 
that honour sooner. I hope you are now per¬ 
fectly recovered; and I may venture to assure 
you, that among the numbers of people that (I 
dare say) interest themselves in your health, 
none can do jt more sincerely than I do. 

I am glad to find you do justice to my filial 
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piety. I own I think it surpasses tliat of ^neas} 
for when he took such care of his father he was 
turned of fourscore, and not likely to trouble 
him' long: but you may observe that he pru¬ 
dently disposed of his wife, who being much 
younger, was conscquoltly more likely to stick 
by him; which makes me shrewdly suspect, that 
had his father been of tlic same ^age as mine, 
he vM^d not have been quite so w'cU looked 
after. 1 bope, tike him, I shaU be at last re¬ 
warded with a Laviniii, or at least a Dido, which 
j)0ssibly may be full as well. 

I am afraid you arc too luucli in the right 
when you tell me I am in purgatory j for souls 
always stay there till thcjjgo to heaven, which 
I doubt will be niy case; whereas I should be 
very glad of baiting a considerable time at Lon¬ 
don in my way to it. I am, witli the greatest . 
truth and rcsjioct, yours, &c. 

Stanhope. 


1 Lorfl Cfiesterfielil, t}ii>itg}i iti it verjr deplorabie state of 
liealtlij Wits lit ft libovL' 
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WILLIAM PULTENEYj ESQ. (afterwards Earl of Bath) 
TO THE HON, GEOaOE BERKELEY. 


[Willuiin Pultenoyj aftonriird||J^:ul of Bath, was a tnan of 
dni|uojici'j and almost iiiioqoailed in the 

history of our statesiuro. For twenty years ho liad tk'ca 
ac'cutuidatiijj^ t he affo<‘tiott of his friontlsj and tfie coniidoiice 
ot tlio [ujlWio; and at last* tii 1“ |2, lie xvas onahled, by tlie 
roneurroiirc of Troderiek, Priiioe uf Wales^ to uiiito nmler 
ids standard the disaftW^ted tJio Tories^ and tljp ,fa- 

coljjtes, in siu'li force, tlsat Sir llolMa-t Waljjfdo was driren 
from the lieluu Before Str RoUu't retireti, his son Horiu'c 
tolls us that ho, with ^reat doxti^rity, turned t)ie key of tlm 
closet-door on liis rival* fiy induciti^ the King to degrade 
the patriot into a ptN'r; and on tlieir Jirst meeting in the 
I/ords* Sir Robert is de&rriWd to have told T^fird Bath, 
with malicious pleasuitry* that tliey were now the two 
most iiisigu ill cant fellows in Euglaiid. ^I’liere is, no doubt, 
some truth in this view id the sidijei't ; hut justice ought 
to be done to Mr. Pulteuej's conduct, and to Ids prolKible 
motives. He had, while leading tfie oppi^sitioji, pledged 
hiiijsejf to a("ee|it Jio jilaee oil the overtliriivv of the ini- 
nistor. If he had remained a eomniorier, he must have 
either ftcandaloiisly broken that public eiigagenwnt, or sitt 
H cipher in the lliiu.w of (loninions, to which he hail so 
lately given law: in^sides, he was now fiO years of age, and 
had been near dO years in public life, ''^temjnis orat ahire/* 
He had accompli hi led for liis country all he projmsed, and 
took for himself an Mmm cw?ji to which his age 

and Ij Is siwvices entitled him. But, w'hether justly or un¬ 
justly it is in vain now to discuss* his popularity ahandoned 
him, and be l>ecaTUO wi^rse than one of the moiit insig¬ 
nificant nrien in England," He attempted^ in I74f>) to help 
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Lord Carteret in forming^ an adminiatratioi]* but never 
occupied nuy public station. He died^ in \767i of a cold 
caught by supping in a garden^—-regretted by a few friendsj 
but forgeitten by that world whose idol he for so many 
years }ia<l Iweii* In Lady Hervey's Letters there is to be 
found an elaborate and impartial character of Lord Bath* 
Til is collection offers soniq0xainpleM|jt)f his letters of gossip 
and his letters of busiiu-ssj both of whicli Will 1>e in some 
degree interesting, as giving some specimens of the pri-"^ 
vate chai'acter and manners of so remarliahle a person.] 


Nowinarketj April the 19 th, 1726* 

DEAR .SIR, 

Tnouflit I sliull see yon almost as 
soon as yon will linvc my letter, 1 cannot but 
reliirn you tlianks for yours, and what was en* 
closed in it. 

Here is a vast deal of ^good company^ and a 
great many thieves and rogues among tlietn. 
The news of the place is scarce worth sending 
you: i suppose you do nut care a farthing 
whether AVliitefotd or IVue-blue carries ft. Ju- 
Hus Oesar and " IVicklouye ait to be matched 


* It is prolmhlc tluit tlierc is im plitcc in England at which 
the manners arc less csseiitJ.dly changed than Newmarket; 
yet it is sup[K>;$<!il tliat, even tluwc, thi' pcitjHUtitin nf 
vof/tpanjf i,H considerably diminished. 

Mr. Rulhniey was find of tliosin" striking nciiiiirnd <?(intrasts : 
they ficcur fretpieutly in hfs letters; hut liis allusions of this 
kind are always cxxirse* aud sniiietunes indecent. 
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i'or October next, and the odds run already on 
Pricklouse's side* My service to all friends, 
and, among thetn, pray do not tbrget little 
•' Durse. I am, &c. 

W, P. 

_L_ 

WILLIAM FORTESeCE, ESQ. TO MRS, HOWARD 


^William Fortcscuc wwi tlio fnutid Poi»c and —the 
legnl adviser tif the Scrihletus Hcih j t<i the whiHi lie eeii- 
tTibnteil the faoetioiis case of t!ie J'ied Herttes, and heveml 
leg'al cunxK'tiunb and hints on the other Serihlcriaxl 
cations* Fo]KiV imitation of tlio J&t Sat. liooh iL of Horace, 
was addressed to Mr. Fortoveue, as the urigiuaJ had been 
addressed to Trelmtiiis, an imminent Ronian lawyer. Mr, 
Forteseue^s family wass of ^reat res^wetabifity and antiijutty 
iu Devoiidiire^ and few Iiouh^s have prodiiuetflso many emi¬ 
nent lawyers. Mr, Forteseue uus born about eidled 

to the bar in 17 J,jj promoted to the leneh of the Exchequer 
in I735j to the Cmnmun PIchh in 1738, and to be Master 
ofthe^RoUa in 174L He died in tlub latter oflicein 1749.] 


j'. 


Inner Temple, July 1st, 1726. 

MADAM, 

With this you will receive the 
History of tlie ^ Sevarambi, which I promised 


^ Probably Augustus, Lord Durs/ey, idtorwards fourth Earl, 
at tiiu tune about 10 yeans olcK 

* A Frendi Utopia, the scene uf which wa^ liiid lo South 
America* 
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your ladyship. It is a constitution of govOm*> 
inent quite different from any that hath yet 
appeared in the world, and I think much the 
best. By that only Instance of inaking money 
of no use either to the necessities or pleasure 
of life, what a train of evils s^re at once pre¬ 
vented ? and how happy, of coitrse, must a 
people be, where doing good and loving their 
country are the only means of esteem and pre¬ 
ferment ! 

I am, I believe, the only person who thinks 
it real; and were it not for some few things, 
and some few friends whom I do not care to 
leave, I should certainly be for taking a voyage 
tliither. Nay, 1 am so far gone in extravagance, 
that as this wise people have always persons re¬ 
siding in every country, I hardly see a tall man 
in an American dress hut I take him to be one 
of them, and. can scarce forbear asking him a 
hundred questions about Sporoiindi and $e- 
varinde. I make no doubt but you will laugh 
heartily at me j and shall be v'ery happy if either 
the book or my folly give you any diversion. 

I hope to be able to do myself the honour of 


»It is ^ibspJvablcj tiiat lliis letter is dfited uiauy 

years before Mrs* Howard became Countess of Suffolk* Mr* 
Fortescue iuldreseetl her as ber fu^^ship; a title wbich none 
of her other correspondents (except Lemuel GulliTer) rommit 
the error of giving her. 
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waiting on your ladyship some time next week; 
be pleased, madam, in the tiieantirae to accept 
of my humble thanks for your great goodness 
to me when 1 was last at llichmond, and give 
me leave to assure you that I ever am, with all 
possible gratitudoniid truth, your ladyship’s, &c. 

W. rORTJiSCUE. 


LADY HEftVKV TO THI'. HON. GKO, BERKELKY. 


[K. It-’l.] 


ktvfnrdi, August the lOtli, 1726 . 

I snouLT) 1)0 (iiiite at a loss ibr a roa.sou to 
justify iny giving you thi.s trouble, if 1 did not 
thitik your own good-nature a suflieieiit one; 
but as you may gratify that by granting me the 
favour I design to a.sk of you, I shall make no 
apology for asking it. 

The case is this; my aunt iiad a servant who 
lived with her six-and-twenty years, and served 
her faithfully; at the end of which time this 
servant married ii tradesinaj), who w'us in very 
good circumstances; but, hoping to improve 
them, he joined hi.s .stock with some builders, 
who quickly broke themselves, and ruined him. 
The man dying soon after, left his wife vciyr 
much in debt, from which she endeavoured to 
free herself, and to got her livelihood by work- 
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ingj’ hot now both her eye-sight and health 
are grown so very bad, tliat she is incapable of 
doing any thing to maintain herself, and at pre» 
sent subsists only by my aunt’s charity. If you 
would be so good as to set her down for the 
first vacancy in > St. Catherine's, you would do 
a very charitable thing v/ith regai'd to her, and 
a very obliging one to me. 

I cannot forbear coiigratulatiug and rejoicing 
with you oil the retwery of our conimon 'friend, 
liear Mr. I’liiteney. 1 liope ttie danger he has 
bomi ill (since he ha.s overcome it) will be of 
service both to hiin and Ids tneiids, by making 
him more careful of a life he has lately passed 
in such a muiincT as must endanger it. 

1 ho])e you are perfectly well, despise the 
assistance of a stick, and hardly guess what 


' Mr. Ucrkelcy vrus of JSt. Cathcriiic'ei Hoi^pital in 

the I'ikwer. 

Liuly ITerveVj in lier letter? to Mr.’Morris aeknowleilgcs 
licr early frienilship with Mr, Piilteney; wliiefi was probably 
iinprovcil by that. ^Tittlniiaffs [folitiea] roimrition withGefjrge 
the Second while Priiu'cHif Wsile?^ in oppisitioTi to his father's 
government. It i? singuhir (tliongh ftec est ui/d) 

that George the Second shniiUl have lived to see Mr, Pulteney 
lead hia own opptMi^itiou agaiuiit him, ^ts tliat statei^inau 
bail led his against his royal father. It is olitservublej too, 
RUuh are the incnustaiicies of political fife, tfial Ididy Hervey's 
dear Mr, Pnltetiey fought a duel a feiv years after this period 
with her husbaud. 
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call' be the use of a slit shoe. I wish you may 
for ever remain in this state of ignorance j and 
that every other thing that can conduce not 
only to your ease, but happiness, may as cer¬ 
tainly attend you as it is truly wished you by 

M. Hekvev. 

The woman's name is Margaret Russel. 


LADY HERVEY TO THE HON. CEO. BERKELEY. 


Ickffort.lt, August the 172(?, 

I AM too thankful for having my old woman 
received at aiijt/ time to pretend to iimit you. 
I am very well satisfied with your promise of 
lotting her fill up the third vgjfancy,- ami only 
beg that when the time comes you will not for¬ 
get her. I confess iny request runs .somewhat 
high, to desire that an old woman may not he 
forgot: it is more than most people can pro¬ 
mise for a young one; but you give yourself 
such a character with regard to the Jair 
that you can only blame yourself if we expect 
more from you than you can or design to per¬ 
form. I shall defer my thanks till I see you, 
because I am not good at makitig"compliments, 
and a compliment, I am sure, makes a iiuicli 
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better 6gure when it is said -than -when it 
written, ^ .. j’,., • ' 

I have not so much vanity (though I find> by 
the end of your letter*, you believe I have a 
great deal) as not to tliink I had better trust.to 
your observation and justice,than to my own' 
expression to assure you I am, &c. 

M. Hervev. 


LADY DRJSTOL TO MRS. HOWARD- 


^Some account of Lady Bristol will lie found in the preceding 

notes, pp. 50| 74, and I DO.] 


' Bettisfnlid. North Wides, August (Jie ICtJi, 172S, 

Aftku til any ft tcdioii.s journey I am at length 
arrived in an unknown part of the world, out 
of my own country, and ftir from home, though 
not from friends; for we meet here w'ith' the 
kindest reception that is possible to wish or 
imagine: yfet no pleasure, time, or place, cun 
make me forget the many favours I received 
from dear Mrs. How'ard at Kichmond, wdiich I 


^ Ib Flintshire, the seat of Sir Thomas Haiimer^ 
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had notin' opportunity to thank you for when 
I eatne away, find can only do 'it now, "when I 
ata at the same time 'asking another; whicii is, 
that you would he so good as to let me know 
after what manner l.atn to 'mourn. Haying 
had no directions left at my house (as is usual 
upon these occasions), I am quite at a loss how 
1 atn to appear at the Uatli ^ fur I should he 
extremely concerned to be the least wanting in 
any respect or duty to the Prince and Princess, 
or in not having the honour to he distinguished 
as their servant. If you can make my coinjdt- 
ments to botli their royal highncascs wifiiont 
exposing mo, as you have done upon other oc¬ 
casions, it will greatly add to the obligations 
already laid upon, &c. 

E. Brlstoj- 


DEAN SWIFT TO MRS. flOVVARD. 


Swift, visiting hi?? iiltj in m tlio sijin- 

mtir (pf witb ijhlrothjtjcfl Jiy Mrs. Ihiward, wIhi 

wii 3 iww become bis ncigiibour ut Marble Htll. Tin: HTiteri? 


■ The Loiulon Gazette of tlie fith Au^. cotitaiits a juitice for 
a general iinoiiruing for tlie tlcatli of the Prince Maximilian of 
Hanover, the King's brother. 
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of Swlft*;s lifej aqd tLe editors of votild pcriimde 

ws^ that Swjft'G|;^t€d ,Mr3. HouaM-meenly^ aod irtth 
narrovT Dcrsoniu vi^ws* " That the Dean muy have thought 
it likely tbat^^BAB. itfight bcaone iwwerful enough to 1)6 
of use to botK^fei®iielf and his friend Gay ia very Jiro- 
t^ble> and he might naturally .aod honestly have indulged 
aueli expectations ^ hut tliat lio was guilty of meaiincBa in 
forming or in preserving her act|uaiQtauce every thing dis¬ 
proves; and nothing but that too common desire of lower¬ 
ing tlie eminent, and ridicidiijg the ui^, <wTd have given 
currency to calumnies wliicli> founded upon isfdated pnssjiges, 
arc contnidicted by a fair view of tlic entire correspondence. 
I have noticed in t)ie prefatory iKiiJv^rs it current mii^tnke 
and misix^preseutation of this kind relative to tlie Dean's 
celebrated Character of \frs. JJoward/' It is true 


that a letter from Swift to Lady Ik^tty Germain is, as 
we shall see by and by, ^leevish and unjust tO’ivards Mrs. 
Howard; hut that ebullition of a tem})or, soured by sickness 
and affliction, cannot fairly be made the ground of imputa^ 
tioris against the Dean's iiidepeotlciico and integrity. 

Many" of the foUovviug letters haic l>eeii already published; 
b)it aft the originals are Ticforo me, ami aw Mrs. Hnwanl's 
intercourse with Dean Swift forms an eptkdr in her histriry 
and in his, I have thought it proper to collect into one view 
the whole correspondence*] 


[Sept. 1st, 172G,] 

MADAM/^ 

Being porpctually teased with the 
rcraembrancc of you by the sight of your ‘ring 
oil my finger, my patience at last is at an end; 
and in older to be revenged, I herewitli send you 


’ A present of Mrs. Howard's to tlie Dean- 


VOL. L 


r 
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a piece of Irish plaiii, made in imitation of the 
Indian; wherein our workmen here arc grown 
so expert, that in this kind of stuff they are said 
to excel that wdiich comes from the Indies j and 
because our ladies are too proud to wear what 
IS made at Iiomc, tlic workman is forced to run 
a gold thread throngii the middle, and sell it us 
Iinlian. But I ordered him to leave out that 
circumstance, that you may he clad in Irish 
stnft^ and in iny “ livery. But I beg you will 
not tell any parliament man from whence you 
had this i)laid, otlierwise out of malice they 
will make a Jaw to cut off all our weavers* ^fin¬ 
gers. I must likewise tell you, to prevent your 
pride, my intentiiui is to use you very scurvily; 
for my real design is, that when tlic Brincess 
asks you where you got that fine night-gown, 
yon arc to say it is an Irisli plaid, sent to you 
by tlie Uenn of .St. Palrick*s, wJio, with iiis most 
humble duty to her royal highness, is ready to 


That ]Ktrt of Llio dty of Dublin ivhcrt; tliii si I ft 
factiirc (antt Ktiil fuiutly) nirricti oUj uas in a flisirirt 
of wliidi tJit‘ Di^aii of St* Putj in tJiiof uiuf^straU*. Swift 
Ciilleii rlisfrirt bis it*5 ^fllli^bit;uit^ lu» subjects, 

and thf* silk thoy wove bis llvory. 1 'Ihj Priiifess^ it apjK'arSj 
t^>Qk a liking to tins silk, and acivjited the Dean’s offer; 
'ivhicli prtxluuHl siniU! subsequent coijuaunimtidns between ber 
royal JiigUncss anti liim* 

^ Swift alludes to fbe unju.st aud iTn|i<ilitic restrictiojia on 
Irish iuaiiufiii tnn'*<. 
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make her another such present, at the terrible 
expense of eight shillings and three-pence a 
yard, if she will descend to honour Ireland with 
receiving and wearing it; and in recompense, 
I, ^ho govern the vulgar, will take care to 
have her royal highness's health drank by five 
hiiiulred weavers, as an encourager of the Irish 
manufactory. And I coinmaiul you to add, 
that 1 am no courtier, nor have any tiling to^ 
ask* 

I hope the whole royal family about you is in 
health. Doctor Arbuthnot lately mortified me 
with an account of a great pain in your ^ heath 
T believe no head that is good for any thing is 
long without some disorder; at least, that is 
the best argument I have for any thing that is 
good in my own, 

I pray God preserve you ; and I entreat you 
to believe that I am, with great respect. 

Madam, &c. 

doNATir. Swift. 


Mt ia Uar<Uy to remitui the reailcr of the Dean's 

suffering from disonle]of tho hoad ; and tlie 
Ui vrhicli Mrs, Howard was so .eubjoetj wore, like Swift's, pro¬ 
bably connected with Jicr coustitutioTial deiifiicss. 


r 
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WILLIAM rULTENEY, ESQ, TO THE HON* GEO, 

BERKELEY. 


Laiu&ton^ Nov, tiio 3d, \726* 

l)EAlt GEOUGE, 

I AIM lieartily the gout 
has Icit you ; and if you Iiear no more of it till 
^this thne twchTmontl?, it is wortli living the 
^ life you do to escape it- Exercise is of the 
same use to me as temperance is to you; and 
if I can but follow a woodcock or a pheasant 
the whole day, I do not care how lieartily I eat 
of them when I come home. We have had ex¬ 
ceedingly fine woattier; so that 1 have con¬ 
stantly every day been abroad, and generally 
stayed out the whole day, which lias done me 
an infinite deal of gootl- 

You surjirise me prodigiously witii your ac- 
ronnt of sixteen Spanish men of war in the 
West Indies, Sure tlie Emperor of the Moon 
(wlio, for aught 1 know, may l)e a considerable 
maritime potentate, and, now I tliink of they 
say he lias something to do even with our 
tides) must secretly have acceded to the *Vi* 


^ Mr. BerkcJny oudoarrmred to mitigaU* his here¬ 

ditary gout l>y habitual! tetnjKirauee: Fulteticy* on the con¬ 
trary, fived a joiial Ittr, in dctianc'c uttlio disease. 

" Hetm-ciJ Spain and tlic Emjicror, signed 1st of May, I72.'5. 
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cnna treaty, and have furnished the Spaniards 
with these auxiliary ships. And yet, methinks, 
an event of such consequence could hardly 
have escaped the watcliful vigilance of our 
praent ministers, who know how to employ 
the secret service money a little better thail to 
iet a prince who has such ^influence at present 
over all the affairs of Kurope do any thing 
wdiicli they are not immediately informed of. 
Pray ask the Doctor if something of this kind 
would not make a paper. 

I suppose, now * Mr, Pelham has declared his 
match, ‘Arundel will not he long before be 
carries his lady into the country also. Taking 
ladi os into the country looks like doing busi- 
nes.s; and that, for aught I see, is all that is 
necessary in doing of any business: at least, it 


III tilts fmitv ttcrc JO secret artrt lrit IiostiJc to tluj interests 
Ilf Enghunl; and it was, at tho tiatp of tliis lettor, u subject of 
Miiriii jHjUtical dispute- 

' Mr. Piiltoney litsinuatos lliat tlie aftalrs of Earope iicrc 
iiDtlcr (mifific iiiHut'nw. 

* Mr. Pelham marridi m the 2Utfi Oct. 1726, Laily 
Oitherinc Mannon^i dauglitcr of Jnhfi, tliinl Duke of Rutlatul. 

^ Pr^ibably Mr. Riplianl Arunilcl, ftir Knareslii>- 

TOHdu sccjiml soil of the second \/On\ Arundel of Tit rise* He 
was successiTcly surveyor of the wurks^ master uf tlie mint, 
and a lord of flic treasury. Me* Arundel marrieti Lady 
FnuKTs^ youn^r sister nf Lady (Jaiheriuo fVdham; hut not 
until 
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holds good in matrimony, and let Harry (Pel¬ 
ham) ask cither of the secretaries if it is not so 
in their offices, 1 ani^ &c. 

W- l\ 


MRS. HOWAIU> TO I>EAN SWIF1* 


I^This letter Jm l>ceii already prhited Imi witli variations.— 
In Octt*bcrj 1726, were piiblisJird GuJliver's Travels j and 
afthou^h Gay^ and Arbiitlunit alTecteJ not to know 

who the author was, it is rertaio that they did; it appears 
|jy tliifi letter that ^frs. I h^ward too suspcctwl, if she did 
not know, the fact. The alhisions can only l>e intelJi^^ible 
ti» those wlio reoiiilect the particulars of Gtiilivcr^s several 
voyage?!, ’which Mrs, Howard refers to with tolerable just* 
ness and ploasaiitry.j 


[Nov, 172Cu} 

-SIR, 

I DID not expect tliHt the sight of my 
ring woukl produce the ed'ccts it has* I was 
in such a hurry show your pluid to the 
IVincesSj that 1 could not stay to put it into 
the shape you desired. It pleased extremely : 
and I have orders to fit it up according to the 
first design, for the use of the aforesaid person ; 
as also to imve over* by your means, the height 
of tl^e IJrobdignag Dwarf, muHiplied hy ;— 
tills in a parficiilar parcel. Likewise three for 
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the young {)riuce£(ses: these must be divided 
into three shares. For a short method, if you 
will draw a line of twenty feet, and upon that, 
by two circles, form an equilateral triangle, by 
measuring each side you will know the proper 
division. If you want a more particular and 
better rule, I refer you to the Academy of 
Lagado'. I am of opinion m.'iiiy in this king¬ 
dom will soon appear ,p) your plaid. To this 
end, it will bo highly nccessaiy care be taken 
that the purple, the yellow, and the white silk 
be property disposed; and, thoggh these gowns 
are for the Princess, as tlie officers are very 
vigilant, take care they are not seized. Do 
not forget to be observant in the disposing of 
the colours. 1 sliall take all particular pre¬ 
cautions to have tlie money ready, and return 
it the way you judge satest. 

The Princess will take care you shall have 
piimps^ suflictenf: to serve (ill you return to 
Knglarul, but thinks yon cannot, in common 
deccncy^'^appear in Iiecls; Ihorolbre advises 


* Mrs. MowiirirH mndt* of TortiiiJig au Wjuilatcrul triangle is 
acairuU' cnotigli; aiKl tlic vviioic Is a ploasTiit aJlnsiiui 

to the iiu'ulent of the tailor in 

Shoes without heels: an ullu^inn to the higlnlieefed and 
low-heeled parties (High Churdi and Ljav f'hm'eli) at the 
eimrt of LiUipiit. 
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you to keel) till tliey sutivc.. . Here .are 
several Lilli|)(itian mathematicians; so that 
length of’ your lieatl or your foot is ii suf¬ 
ficient measure. Send it by the first opportu¬ 
nity. Do not forget oiir good friends, tlic 
five hundred weavers. You may omit the goh! 
thread. 

Several disputes Ijiive artBcii here, whether 
the Uig-endians and Lcsscr-cndians’' ever dif¬ 
fered in opinion about tlic breaking of eggs 
when they w'ere either to he poaclied ondrut- 
tered, or whetliei' this part of cookery whs ever 
known in Lillipii't. 

I cannot conclude without telling you the 
great joy our island is in upon a yahoo in 
Bedfordshire having produced a creature half 
a yalioo and half a ram; and another ‘ yahoo, 
of Sussex, has brought forth four black rabbits. 
May we not hope, and, with some probabilityf^ 


’ AnnUier of Gnlliier's tyjM^s fur W]ii»s ; and 

Mrs* Huuard iiwwjis to ex[jr(fKs a vtry ntionul doubt, wlietlK'i-^ 
whou they coum Ui gootlpincn, there was imirJi diffcreiire 
bctwoeji tbetii* 

^ Mary Toft^j trfGotlulmriig iji Surrey,put tbb trkb on tho 
public, and even contrivoil to deqfjire aome enunent mediral 
men. If u c !iad ntjt the uiost ix^sittve OTitkuce of the existenre 
of this \vv (wh! satra'ly k-lieve tfiaf: n nation (■ould 

so mad. TIjo fable of tlic ollu-r uiuiistor lias not rcut heil us. 
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expect, that, in time, our female yahoos^will.. 
bring a race of Houyhnhnms? 

. I am, 

Your most humble servant. 

Sieve Yahoo*. 


DEAN SWIFT TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Dublin, NoF^’'27'j 

MADAM, 

WiiKN I received^ your letter, I 
thought it the most unaccountable" one I ever 
saw ill my life, and was not able to comprehend 
three words of it altogether. The perverseness 
of your lines astonished me, which tended down- 


Mr^. Ho wan 1, bjr a gootl-bunioured kind of reproach, 
signs the two opprubious names w^hich Swift's Cnlfu'Or gives 
to her sex and her profession. The reader remembers that a 
court-lady ts called a and all ladies i/a/ioos. 

* Misila^^du Swift's works 17 Nov, 

^ Swift affected not to understand the alluaions to Gulliver, 
To Mrs, Howard this was perhaiwi uatund; but he carried oil 
the same farce wdtb Po|>c and Gay. He says, i» a letter to 
Pope of thet^ine date as tfiis, i am just come from ausw'cr-* 
ing a letter of Mrs. Howard's, writ in such mysticaJ terms, 
tliat I never should have found out tlte meanings if a book hajd 
not been wnt me called Gulliver's JTravels." He a^ldresses 
Gay, too, in the Kime style* The only intelligible exjdanatifju 
of this reserve towards fricnils \rho knew tfie triitli, is that ho 
Misjwcted the post-ulliccN 
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.war^ to the right in one page, and upwards in 
* the*two ^others. This I thought impossible to 
be done by any person who did not squint with 
both eyes, an infirmity I never observed in you. 
However, one thing I was pleased with—^that, 
after yon had written me doun, you repented, 
and wrote me up*. Ihit I continued four days 
at a loss for your meaning, till a bookseller sent 
me tlie Travels of one Captain Gulliver, wlio 
proved a very good explainer j although, at tho 
same time, I thought it hard to be forced to 
read a hook oflseven hundred pages in order 
to understand a letter of fifty lines, especially 
since those of our faculty arc already but too 
much pestered with com mcut;itois. 

The stuffs you require are making, because 
the weaver piques himself upon fiaving them 
in perfection ■, but he has read Gulliver’s bock, 
and has no conception what you mean f)y re- 
turning money, for he is become a proselyte of 
the llouyhnhnms, whose great principle, if 1 


This stiMlii-ii iililifjuity of ]t[rs, I lovrani’s lines wis anotlicr 
ft[|iisi<j|] to CulliiLT, ivlui Siiys eliat Uic l.ilHiJiitisaw “ write 
from one cortier of tin; jiapcr to tlie otlier, like tlw* /ftflica in 

* 1 Jii.s jijjiy vp jutd thtrn is not so hap]jy ai^ tlic late 
General Conway'^i ilesenptiorj fif a pilitieal jmniplild nf /jh 
(Illy : " Till- jKitriots try it np, and tlie enurtiers cr^ it tlmmt, 
iiiiil llie iie'i'siiicii np it iqt amf 
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rightiy remember, is benevolence: and as to 
myself, 1 am so highly affronted with such a 
base proposal, that 1 am determined to com* 
plain of you to her Royal Highness, that you 
are a mercenary yahoo, fond of shining pebbles. 
What have I to do with you or your court, fur¬ 
ther than to show the esteem I have for your 
person, because you happen to deserve it, and 
my gratitude to her Royal Highness, who was 
pleased a little to distinguish me? which, by 
the way, is the greatest compliment I ever 
made, and may probably be the last. For I 
am not such a prostitute ^flatterer as Gulliver, 
whose chief study is to extenuate the vices and 
inagiiity the virtues of mankind, and perpetually 
din our cars with the praises of his country in 
the midst of corruptions; and for tliat reason 
atone has found so many readers, and will pro¬ 
bably have a pension, which I suppose was his 
cJiief design in writing. As for his complimente 
to the ladies, I can easily forgive him, as a na. 

tural oflect of that devotion which our sex 

1 

always will pay to yours. 

You need not be in pain about the officers 
seiireluiig for and seizing the plaids j for the 


^ Swift irotiiailJy prelcinls hi U; {\w of Gulliver's 

assiitned Minplieityj anti silfccU. tn t'tmsiJcr the severest ^itirist 
uf luanklnd hs si 
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silk- has already paid duty in England, and 
thare is no law against exporting silk manu¬ 
facture from hence. 

■ I am sure the Princess and you have got the 
length of iny foot, and Sir Kobert Walpole says 
he has the length of my head; so that you 
need not give me the trouble of sending you 
either. 1 shall only tell you in general, that I 
never had a long head, and for that reason few 
people laave thought it worth tlieir while to get 
the length of my foot. I cannot answer 'your 
queries about eggs butteJ’cd or poached ; hot 1 
possess one talent, which admirably qualifies 
me for roasting them: for as the worhl, with 
respect to eggs, is divided into pclters anil 
roasters, it is my unhappiness to be one of the 
latter, and, consequently, to be persecuted by 
the former 

I have been five days turning over old books, 
to discover the meaning of tliosc monstrous 
births you mention’. That of the four black 
rabbits seems to threaten some deep court in¬ 
trigue, and perhaps some change in the ad- 


• Tills is liaifllj' iiitcl!igili!i!—it is cviilcntly tlic smukt- of n 
jost wiiidi Itiis iJiitiRcd fire* 

^ Altliough Swift pntbfiMy iiii<!erstftf>il Mrs, Howard’s al¬ 
lusion to thesp strluif'e fiillifit, Jiu dujsc to affixt ignorance 
far thij opjtirtiJiiity of vuiifiii^^ wniio of Ids splccti llir 

miuistcrs. 
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.ministration; for Uie rabbit is an undcrminiitg 
aoiinal, that loves to work in the dark. ' The 
blackness denotes the bishopS) whereof some of 
the last you have made are persona of such 
dangerous parts and profound abilities-: but 
rabbits, being clothed in Airs, may peifia^ 
glance at the judges. However, the ram (by 
which is meant the ministry), butting with the 
two horns, one against the church, and the 
other against the law, shall obtain the victory. 
And whereas the birth was a conjunction of 
ram and yahoo, this is easily explained by the 
story of Chiron, governor, or, which is the 
same tiling, chief minister, to Achilles, and 
was half man and half brute; which, as Ma- 
chiavel observes, all good governors of princes 
ought to be. But I am at the end of my 
lino and of my lines. 

This is without a cover, to save money; and 
plain paper, because tiie gtU is so thin it will 
discover secrets betwixt us. In a ‘little room 
foi- words, I assure you of my being, with the 
truest respect, Madam, 

Yours, &c. 


^ Written i cry snuill, and at the bottom of tlio 
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DEAN SWIFT, in the Ch^irnrter fifOMver, TO MUS. 

IJOWAIUX 


QTliia letter conceittratea tlie merits and defects <d Swift's 
style, and particularly vf flullivcr's Travels—it is witty 
and inilelic'ate^ It is printed in tlic Dean s works witliimt 
datej and witli tlie si^itaturc Jonftihn?^ Swifts an error 
wJiicli adds to the grossness, ndiilc it diiniirf>Jics the [iJea- 
santry. One may risk under a mask what would j>e very 
offensive in one's ]tro]M;!r ijcrsoii,] 


^ Newark, in Nottingliamsliire, 

Nov. 2^, 1726. 

MADAM, 

My correspoiiderits liavc infoiined 
me that your ladyshij) has done me tlie hono'ii' 
to answer several objections that ignorance, 
malice, ajid party, have made to my Travels, 
and been so charitable as to justify the fidelity 
and veracity of the author, Tliis zeal you have 
shown for truth cidls for my particular thanks, 
and at the same time encourages me to beg you 
would continue your goodness to me by recon¬ 
ciling me to the maids of honour, whom they 
say I have most grievously ofFendedi I am so 


* Thtfl letter was written fniju Dubliu, where the Dean 
tlipn was; hut (th ffiver^ the reader will remlkn't, had retired 
after his travels in Nutfin^hamshirc. 
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stupid as not to find out how I have disobliged 
them. Is there any harm in a young lady’s 
reading of‘ romances ? or did I make use of an 
improper engine to extinguish a fire that was 
kindled by a maid of honour ? And I will ven¬ 
ture to affirm that if ever the young ladies of 
your court should meet with a man of as little 
consequence in this country as I was in Brob- 
dingnag, they would ttse him with as much 
contempt, but I submit myself and itiy cause to 
your better judgment, and beg leave to lay the 
‘crown of Lillipiit at your feet, as a small ac- 
knowlctlgmcnt of your favours Up my book and 
pCLseti, I found it in the corner of ray waist¬ 
coat pocket, into which I thrust most of the 
valuable furniture of tlie royal apartment when 
the palace was on fire, and by mistake brought 
it with me into lingland, tor I very honestly 
restored to their majesties all their goods that 1 
knew were in iny possession. May all courtiers 
imitate me in tiiat, and in my being, 

Madam, your ddmircr. 

And obedient Iiumble servant, 

Lemuel Gulliver. 


A triiiktit nil iff I Nfrs. Hmi’arrl !ong rt'taiuiHl ami much 
valued It has laru lur^uircd after, but m vain. 
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DEAN SWIFT TO MRS. HOWARD- 


tDuWiiv] Fck ], 1727. 

MADAM, 

I AM SO very nice, aiul my workmen 
so fearful, that there is yet hut one piece finislietl 
of the two which you commanded me to send 
to her Iloyal Highness. The other was done } 
hut the undertaker, confessing it was not to 
the utmost perfertion, has obtained my leave 
for a second attempt, in which lie promises to 
do wonders, and tells me it will be ready in 
another fortniglit, although perhaps the humour 
be gone oft* hoih with the Trincess and you; 
for such were courts when I knew them. 

I desire you will order her Iloyal Highness 
to go to Kichmond as soon us she can this 
stinmner, because she wilf have the pleasure of 
iny neighbourhood ; for I hope to be in London 
about the middle of March, and f do not love 
you much when you are there*: and I expect 
to find you are not altered by flattery or ill 
company, I am glad to tell you now that I 
honour you with my esteem, because, when the 
Princess grows a crowned head, you shall have 


* la LouUod* 
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no more such compliments—and it is a lum- 
dred to’one whether you ’will desetve them. 
Besides, it so happens that the King (Geo. I,) 
is too tough a person^ for me to value any re¬ 
version of favovtr after him ; and so you are safe, 
I do Aot approve of your advice to bring over 
pumps for myself, but will rather provide another 
"shoe for his Royal Highness against there sliall 
be occasion. 

I will tell you an odd accident, that this night, 
while I was oiiressing one of tny Honyhnhnms, 
he' bit irty little finger so cruelly that I am 
hardly able to write; and ”1 impute the cause 
to s'ome fhrclinow'ledge in him that I was to 
write to a Sievfe Yahoo-—^for sdlSyou arc pleased 
to call yourself. 

Pray tell Sir Robert Walpole that if he docs 
hot use me better next summer than be did the 
last I will study revenge, and it shall be vengeoM'e 
ecclesiastiqite^ I hope you will g('t your ‘house 
and wine ready, to which Mr, Gay and I are 
to have free access when you are safe at courti 


- YH hi> tlietl within three aioutlis. 

^ I'he Prince wius dcscribwl us Jiultinfr iK'twwu the twn par- 
tic?i| oRoue high anil one low liooh 1.110 Dean intimates ^hsit 
Avlieii lie licconjes hinir, he must mate Ms decis^ioii betvvccn tin- 
jiarties iittaeh hinii^olf to one of tlicm. 

* Marble llilh just now fiiiislietl* 

VOL, 


u 
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for as to Mr. Pope, he is not worth mentioning 
on such ’occasions. 

I am sorry I have no complaints to make of 
her Royal Highness •, therefore 1 think I may let 
you tell her that every grain of virtue and good 
sense in one of her rank, considering thm bad 
education among flatterers and adorers, is worth 
a dozen in any inferior person/'. Now, if what 
the world says be trne, that she excels all other 

§f 

iadies at least ci dozen tijiies, tlieii, multiply one 
dozen by the otheiv yen will fijul tiie number 
to be one hundred aiul fbrty-lbur. If any one 
can say a civiler tfiiiigt let Iheuij lor I think it 
too much from me. 

I have some title to be utiifjry with you lor 


"" rojK* ivasi Rbstcnii<nis, tH'tfii to |mrsimtmy ^ and n'oiiM 
ulion a pint af wiih^ whs jint ijuwrj for 
ywiftj and of riwun, snylngj " Cuitlcnicii, 1 

Itvive yini Ut your miihi." 

® flip vnao iu l*is Epi,<tlc tti Liml 

Culiliaui: 


*'!']s iVfUJi liiiili tify pJi:tr.u:tpr.H uve finjwn* 

\ siiiit ill tTJiin^ is tAuri: a .saiTit in hinn, 

A jud^o is n rliaiitvllur justtfr ^till ; 

A K'liniM ; ;v Uislinp wh:it yt>u will \ 

Wise if a luiiiUtvr ; Imt if a Kiii", 


Moro wijyii, more niitrp ti'aruM, ijinrp evpry tiling. 
CoHTt virtues l)car^ flkp gtMtiSj the liigfipst ratc^ 
liorn u'licrt* Hoavf:n\s inllunitPit sciiri'n ran p>npti*afe/' 
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not commanding those who write to me to 
mention your remembrance. Can there be any 
thing baser than to make me the first ^advance^ 
and then be inconstant? It is very Iiard that I 
must cross the sea and ride two hundred miles 
to reproach you in person, when at the same 
time I feel myself, with the most entire respect. 

Madam, &c. 

JoNATH. Swift, 


proof that this rtrcpiiiinhincM'^ ivhif;h lias liceti so 
fiaticlh'd Ijy S\t jiiiih^ners, was of Mi-s, llo\iTird^s sevkiiig, 
aitd not. of hi;^! 
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LORD LANSDOWNK TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[^Gcorg^c Gmnvnie, <UH.‘ate4l Lonl L;itjsili>wjie in Queuii Atttic^a 
cclcbratecl b;it<;li nf twelve jHjers; but wlmsc ativiuiccment, 
im Dr. Jolinsori reniarJcftj irad lcff« fjbnoxious, as tvie peerages 
liiu! been lately extinet in ins family* He was so remiirt- 
able a 'Pory :iA ftj lie eoiilined for the. brst eoiiple of years of 
tbe reigii of the House of fiaiicivei'* After lus releiisc be 
went ahnia<) on account, says Jofinsoiij of his pecuniary 
eircumstiinccs, but more pvobit*>ly U* give political luBjtiHty 
time to cool. He was a pretty ami is iininortallHed 

by a stalioii tu the tlen^jhlful “ Lives of tiie 
wilt reinomlKired in JobiiSiofA workj^\tbei) bo is forgott^ai 
ill his own. IJe was boru in ItlSJ, ami tlieil In \1Z7* In 
bis hitter years be ^vas reconcileilj, ]wobalily by the goi.Ki 
niliees of Mrs. Ibnearrlj to tin; rejgning familyi atnl Queen 
Carii'liiJL-, w'bo alfeetcil to Iwr a |j^itronesij of alJ [haetd, ae- 
repted tlic homage of Lliis nolde Uirii. wlio.se 
Muse in ber last, mouient.s fired, 

■Sang Carolina's praise, and then ex^dreil.] 


PiirtH, April 8th, i7*J7» 

MAUAM, 

I jiAvr-; lii tiler to rcforrctl mysolf to 
t Lady Lansdowne to make projicr comjilimcnts 
from me for tlie many favours wliicli she ac¬ 
knowledges to have received from you* Under 


See page JU. 
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her present anxiety lor her =3on, she tells me 
tlie only comfort she has is in the continaancie 
of your friendship. Forgive me tlien^ inadani» 
if, ill the fulness of my heart, I can no longer 
contain from assuring you directly how sensible 
I atn of the honour you do her* I make no 
question but her son will do well, as others 
have done before under the same ’ experimeut- 
My principal concern is, how far the doubts 
and fears which I perceive she is under may 
affect her own health. Your goodness, madam, 
she says, is her only consolation- The pleasure 
of being sure of such a friend woidd, indeed, 
be a relief under any trouble, I would fain 
find soinetliing to say upon this subject which 
might explain wliat my heart feels. It is pos¬ 
sible to be ton died beyond what any language 

can reach; and this is inv case. No words can 
* ^ 

express tliat itifiiiitc f'fiititmlo ami resjjcct which 
emra^rc me to siihscnbe mysoU' tbr over, &c. 

O r- 

Lansdownk. 


1 IVnbaMy lit^r son hy a former Imsliaiul, aftorwanls setoud 
Vist'ouiil Wf.ynurtitli* 

Proisii>ly iiifH'ulatioji for tlio stnaU-fiox 



^230 _ 17 ^~ 

MR. HOR. WALPOLE (Seiibr) TO MRS, HOWARD. 


[Horace, tlie next Lrotlier of Sir Rol»crt Walpolo, and the 
chief adviser of foreign adm ini strati on, A clutnsy style, 
a coarse taste, and a jollLty of inanneTs almost pnslicd to 
butTooncry, afforded the antagonist wits of the day a fruit¬ 
ful source of sarcastic observation; and his nephew, Horace 
the younger—wlio had quarrelled with his uncle on &(nnc 
family ]tj:ttters—cloite ull he could (and his gay |h?u cuts 
very tfuep) to de|»reeiiitc the tdder llunice in the eyes of 
posterity: but tlic general liistory of liis tiuius, and tlie 
Jiistory lately given by Andideti&m Coxc of Mr. WaJiwIe'd 
own transjictions, do hiiu justice against party or jicrsonal 
i]iiaJj<?r, and prove hun to have liecii a staU^sman of consider-^ 
able diplomatic skill, and very extensive liiiaucbd kinnv-' 
ledgi'. Hi' wari 111 l/.V! createwi Li^rd WaljioTo of Wiwd- 
terton, and ho died in On the extinction of Ids 

birotbei'":^ Iwancli of the f;uuily, lii., grruidson was created 
Earl of Oi fortl, There are si^veral of fiis letters iu the col- 
lecthiii, but tliey are unimportant and iiiianinsing: one is 
preserved rather out of resjiect to the name of tlie writer 
than the qualities ut the letter itnclf.j 

Paris, April 1727. 

iViAUAM, 

I iioi^E tiilit tlie Princess of Wales 
will have received before tl)is time the silks in 
good condition^ and to her satisfaction, I beg 
leave now to trouble you ’with another affair, 
which ill some measure concerns her royal hich- 
ness, and which 1 must leave to your discretion 
to do what you shall think fit in it. One BoetCj 
famous for drawing onaincHcd ^[>icturcs, is lately 


' TJd n is till- artiiif whinii Ilnracc Widpnlc, in his Aticc- 
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dead hero, extremely poor, and leaving behind 
him a wife and five small ehildren. Among his 
elFects, to be sold to the best bidder, for paying 
his debts, and for saving the little remains for 
the maintenance of his family, there is a picture 
of her royal highness, extremely well done— 
side face, and, I suppose, after Sir Godfrey 
Kneller* Some considerable persons have liinted 
this to me, as well to prevent her royal high-- 
ness's picture being exposed to sale at an 
auction, as in liopcs, I suppose, that if slic 
thinks fit to purchase it herself^ she will be 
pleased, moved by her great charity and good* 
ness, to give more for It tliaii its real value, 
which, I find, is eounted here to be about 25 
guineas, and is wliat I have given for Mrs. Wal¬ 
pole's, altliMugh not half finished- You will 
pardon the liberty I take of tnentioning this to 
you, bluing desired by persons tliat I could not 
relusc to take notice of it to her royal Inghness, 
which 1 dare not presume to do by writing my¬ 
self’ to lier, 

1 am, witli I lie greatest truth and respect, 
Dear "countrywoman, yours, 

H, Walpole- 


(Wcii Boit. llo merit ions, witJi tlio liesi- 

tatrori iiiri'etlulity, tiirit rerdved for his such 

sums ns tliirty aud sixty aiul evoit soinetmita five 

huJ>tlri!tl; his works are mly inferior to niid Zmeke. 

Mrs* llowar<l and Mr, Walpole were both n^itivcs of 
Norfolk, 
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SIR JOHN JENNINGS TO MRS. HOWARD. 


{^Tliisj bravo <>ld oHit^r fia^l servoduiiJer Shovel, 

aii<l hilt was k-ft off tlio list in tlio latter jxiirs of 

Queen Atiiie. On tim accofisioii of the house of Haaover, 
he was rcst^jj'cd to liiw statioEi ju the servieo^ ^^^^*1 
one of the Lonk of the AitiiiiraRy. Jji 3/20, Uu was 
appointed Governor of Greenwieh Ho^^pitaJ, which he 
held till Ids death, at an advaiiml a^e, in 1/13* He 
^avo the a s^tatue of his benefaetorj Geo, 1. hi 

white marble; ami )iis ovvJi picture is tube seen iit the 
eoiiiu'il-roomj in such a cnsiunio as we can hanlly rceoneile 
with our iiotiou.^ fif a l^^ti^h ■nlrniral—a full-dress suit of 
Iwiivf n vchv't^Hrnlleilstm'kini^s,andiiijinensc sepia*e-ti*ed shcH‘s, 
As bi the letter itself, we eojifcr%s that \ie sbonhl have wished 
that t)u^ gallant ohi tar had made )ifs c.\cusi's tlic kiu^ 
through the naval tninistor rather than tlirougli the feinulc 
favourite,] 


Greeiiii'ieh, June lb, 17^?/. 

MADA:\i, 

Now it luis [JuusoJ Cutl to cull the 
Prince to the throne of tlicse kingJoniSj niy in¬ 
firmities, wlitcli were Iicavy enough before, double 
their weight upon me, in preventing me of the 
honour of laying myself at their majesty’s feet, 
and offering my most humble and dutiful con¬ 
gratulation on their accession. 

My deafness alone, though rather vrorsc than 
ever, would have been no impediment to my ap¬ 
pearance Oil this occasion, but tlic frequent faint¬ 
ing-fits (iny other eoniplaihts bring upon me) 
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forbid my altenipting to come into the pre¬ 
sence. 

If their majesties were by any means apprized 
of this, I am persuaded tiiey would graciously 
accept a heart entirely devoted to their service; 
and your permission to value myself upon you 
for this good and indispensable olHce, would 
greatly relieve mo, and imju’ovo the obligations, 
though it cannot tiie esteem, with which I have 
the honour to be, &c. 

J. JliNNIMOS. 


MltS. MAIt'I'HA ULOUNT TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[^Tlicresii mid Msirth.a Blount, lU'scribcd by Cay as 

■ " The fair-liaircd Martha, ami Tliorcsa, bnm'ii," 

’it'orc of ;tii rtiiciuiit CittJioIfc fanulyj, ivfiosc seat at 
Map]c<iur]uim^ in (Jxforttsfiiro. Pope'^ letUTS auit verses 
nttt'st his fttuisibiltty to tho ohai'iiH and \rit of bnth the 
sisUn's; hut all his to-iidtTiiesa fiiinlly txjntered in Paiiy. 
Til Ills irill hr lior the bulk of his ami 

it Wits even suiipL'ettxl that, lie was luarvicd to her. Stiversd 
of her are fouml in tht" Suffolk pajiersj hut the reader 

will prohdibly ho satisfiod with the following siiccinicn-] 

June 20, [17270 

Till I received u messiige from dear Mrs< 
Howard hy Mr. ^Schiilt?.> I thought the kindest 


^ p, g. 
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thing I could do was not to trouble you with 
any visits or - letters, and 1 wish others had 
been as considerate of you ; for the contrary (I 
hear) has had tlie eifect 1 apprehended it wotild, 
of making you ^ill, which I am heartily sorry 
for* I have rejoiced* and shall always, at every 
thing that happens to your advantage, and yet 
I have been in the spleen ever since you left 
llicliinoitd ; but as I know you love to do good, 
I shall tell you, you have it almost as much in 
your power to please me now as wlien I was 
your neighbour ; for every ttiiic you let me hear 
from you, or let nic know w^lien I may wait 
upon you conveniently, as 1 am f]uite out of 
your way, I shall look upon it as a greater mark 
of your kiudness. 

I wish you would ein|}]oymc at Marble Hill, 
I cannot but fancy I miglit do you some service 
til ere- lam so very liull and 1 miglit say (wiiicii 
would Ijc some excuse) not very well, amt very 
low spirited^ that I will make no apology for 
saying no more; but that I am most faithfully, 
tlear inuilun>. 

Yours, &c. 

M. IlLouiJr, 


^ ^11 the of tilt! fii^ocKsiya of licr royitl 

^ This foar may uot have tuni ilUfouiulcd, wlion we find 
t!jat the governor of Grcciiwieh Hospital] wrote to Mrtf- 
lioward eij this occai^ioiL 
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DEAN SWIFT TO MRS. HOWARD,, 
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Junc> 1727, 

MADAM, 

The last time I had the honour to 
wait on you, I forgot to ask what you had 
done with the memorial I gave you for his rtten 
royal highness as chancellor of the university 
of Oubiin. 

I doubt his majesty must act as chancellor, 
or rather I mean his vice-chancellor must act 
the next commencementj whicii will be the 
7tli or <Sth of ,fuly; which is a solemn time 
wlieii degrees are given, ns his secretary, Mr, 
^Molyneux, knows. But, after that, it is to be 
supposed that liis majesty will resign that of¬ 
fice; and iiidess tlie* Prince of Wales will ac¬ 
cept it, I do believe and am told that the Earl 
of Scarborough would be fhe fittest person on 
all accounts. In saying this, I do not meddle 
out of my province; and it is a matter that 
slnndd now be tiioiight on, 

I iun, &c, 

* JoNATH* Swift, 


* Samueh soil uf Willtiim Molyncn^jc, Lockes friend, the 
iiutUor of tlie celcbnitcil Case of Ireland.” The youii^^r 
wii.s born in J (iH9, and was secretary to Geor^^e JI. 
wlieii Prioee <»f IV a ley, and after w a rib a lord of the Admiralty. 
He was (as liU fattier hadbeej)) skilful in astfonoiny and optics, 
and no iiieiHisideiable mat he mat i eta n. He died in 1728. 
Frederirkj who vias eleeknl 
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THE RIGHT HON* RICHARD HAMPDEN TO 

MRS. HOWARD* 


[Rtdiard Hampilon, great-grandson of tlic celebrated 

den {as Mrs- Howard wa^ liis grand-dangliter) came (^ar)y 
into public life. He was aiipointed teller of tlie Excbeqiiur 
in trc'asure^ of tlie navy and a privy comicilior in 

1718* Hu embarked tbe greater part of bis fortune in the 
South Sea seiieincj and saved but a small portion of it* This 
aCH;oiints for tlie }>ceutiiary dilHeultLos wlueh pj-ompted the 
following lettei's : but ludbing can ex.cusetbe sentiments, so 
unwortliy the name of HamjKlen, These letters are pre¬ 
served (Mr* Haiujn'leo having left no doscendauts to regn-t 
their publication) as explanatory of the mantiers and prin¬ 
ciples of the tinics. We find in tlie London Journal of 
Saturday, 29th October, 1 72(b the following notificatioti t<^ 
the public! * That the report of Mr, Ilamisbnds (late 
treasurer of the nav'y') receiving a pcnHion in lieu of Ins place 
was utterly false and groundless; and that ii|>on such a 
thing's l>eing suggested to tfiat gentleman, he said that he 
hattd all peiiUQn$ ami pcnx^ionerSj uitd flml ij'hc Tfi 'tfrht not 
serDC hu vonnfrtfi he \MOuld not roh it /” A siiying,' luJds 
the oiatnmcntatoT, 'worthy of that ancient and public-spirited 
family!' We shall see how ill Mr* Hanijideii tleserved this 
culogiun^, ^ 

The first of these letters was written a few months prior to the 
date under xibicb it is pbued; but that slight auaehronisiu 
lias been tbuuglit excus^ible with a view of keeping the 
whole togidlier,] 


1727 


MADAM, 

J AM oxtremcly jsorry far tlte iiie- 
tuiiehniy oocariion that was one tlie eauses 
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which prevented- my seeing you this morning 
in Leicestcr-fields, where I was to wait on you. 
The reason of my intending so much trouble to 
you is, that I hear Sir R. Steele is now ‘ dying, 
and as I took the freedom to tell you, that when 
a vacancy happened at Wendover my small in¬ 
terest there was at the disjwsal of your royal 
muster. There are several people who have 
been with me already on this subject, but I de¬ 
fer to answer any of them till I know his 
highness’s pleasure. 1 slioiild be truly trans¬ 
ported if I could do any thing to regain his 
good opinion. J5e pleased, dear madam, to 
know' of him if he has any particular commands, 
and they shall be obeyed to the utmost of my 
experience and - power in a Wendover election. 
I hope to have the pleasure to hear from you 
on this subject before it be long. 

1 am, &c. 

R. Hampden. 

Monday at 12. 

I lodge at the i Peri's.'ig in St. James’s 
street. 


‘ Stwic aid not (Ilf till ScptcinlxT, 1728 , 

* Mr, lliuiijMlrii (lid mjt iwr-rate Ids poirw. At the (mi- 

xoiii^ election he «'a.s l■^’tlit■lle(l both for Wendover nnd 

tltc county of HiicKs ; ntid, niabin^ Ids citictioii Ayr the latter, 
Mr, Hamilton !,u(;(Tt'd(!d luin .(t Wendover. 

* Sitrm of this M hiitiMcal kind ncre not iin(7oiTini<in. Voltaire, 
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MK. HAMPDEN TO MRS, HOWARD. 


June 30 Ct727]. 

MADAM, 

Forgive me if I have ven¬ 
tured to wait on )'Ou several times since the late 
change of‘alfair.s. I dare not presume to come 
any more without a particular auliiority from 
yourself. I did hope to find a little more pro¬ 
tection from ruin in this reign than in the last, 
when I was persecuted incessantly by Sir Robert 
(Walpole), but on what ground I am yet ignorant 
of. I have this day received several messages, 
that as soon as this parliament is dissolved several 
actions for debt are to be brought against mo, 
pursuant to the bill which Sir Robert got to 
"pass last session of parliament, and wliich he 
called a bill for iny relief. I humbly entreat to 
know if I am to expect wherewith to buy bread 
from this royal Jamily ; otherwise 1 must very 


when in England about the same porioil, lodged ut the While 
Peruke in Maiden-kne. 

* The accession of the new king. 

^ Mr. Hatnprlen was nearly in debt to the crown on 

leaving olHce, anti an act was passed 12 Geo- T* for vesting 
in trustees the real and personal estate of Richard Hampden, 
Esfp for making some provision for lifs uife and family, and 
for the better 'fccuring the debt due from him to the crown." 
U\> wife was his cousin, l^iabella Eliys, td’ Noctoic 
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soon take some service in other; family^ to 

prevent my starving, which^il my circumstances 
at present seem very much to threaten. I do 
not go into the country by choice, but to avoid 
hourly duns and pressings for discharge of debts, 
which I can no way answer; since, by Sir 
Robert’s bill, all means of payment taken 
away. I most humbly beg some answer^ that I 
may dispose of myself somewhere, without end¬ 
ing my days in prison, which I have great cause 
to believe is Sir Robert’s intent. I would yet 
most humbly hope it may be no matter of re¬ 
flection on you if yoti arc the means of saving a 
family from ruin, I once more beg an answer, 
that in case notliing can be obtained for me, I 
may soon dispose of what small quantity of 
goods, &c. that arc left, in order to make the 
best shift I can. I ask pardon for being thus 
troublesome, and am, madam, 

Yours, &c. 

R. Hampden. 


’ Tills is curious: the grandson of Hitmiulcn, tlic dc- 
spiscr of ptMiMfjJiN aiMl iHHisifmor.si, threateus a Wlifg Itiug that 
>inlofi 3 Ilf" gets a juMJsloHj lio will l>e driven to take senieu 
under the Prctemler,. The very idea of such a menace shous 
what people must hare tbougfittif the tenure of tlie house of 
Hiitiover, and us a higher ojniihm of the prudenre and 
tinmieiiis of Sir IL VViil^Hile's adiniiiistratum, which et^tiblishcd 
tluit house so fii'infy tliat such threats iKvanie rhlrcii/oiiiv* 
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MR. HAMPDElSf TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Sunday [July, 1727,] 

MADAM, 

As r have »io friciul except yourself’, 
f venture to ask your forgiveness for this ad¬ 
ditional trouble. I entirely agree with the 
advice you was pleased to give me yesterday; 
but I ciuinot help apprehending, that since (as 
I am informed) all the commissions and war- 
rants are now filling with all convenient expe¬ 
dition, it maybe of dangerous consequence to 
delay at this time to make a proper application j 
and the rather, since my affairs are in so very 
strait and bad circumstances. You know very 
well, madam, that if any thing is done for me, 
it ought to be before the ensuing elections; 
though, as to them, I am not solicitous about 
being chosen, if I can have any provision made 
for me ill England or elsewhere, and shall very 
readily resign up roy little interest whore it may 
be acceptable, in case I can be otherwise pro¬ 
vided for* I beg you will not think I would 
have any thing done for me in a hurry, or at an 
unseasonable time: I leave it all to your pru¬ 
dence and that small remainder of regard which 
I hope you still entertain for me, and which I 
shall to iny utmost endeavour to preserve. I 
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beg you will not be unmindful of what 1 desire, 
but will give me leave in ten or twelve days to 
wait on you and receive your commands, which 
shall always be carefully observed by, madam. 

Yours, &c. 

R. Hampden. 


Mil. HAMl'DEN TO MRS. HOWARD. 


f August, ! 737.] 

MADAM, 

I iiETUKN you many thanks for the 
last instance of your «oodncss, iti aJmitLing me 
to an audience wlien I waited on you. Your 
iavoiiral)lc expressions to me prevented my lay¬ 
ing before you the real state of my circum¬ 
stances, whieli indeed are so miserably reduced, 
that, unless I find some su])port, I must soon 
sink and be ruined for ever. I liave lately, by 
taking up 2U0/. oi) the goods in the house at 
Ilumpdcn, and by borrowing 1,S0A of one, for¬ 
merly my steward, and by 200/. which remained 
to me out of what the late king (who was very 
sensible of iny circumstances) was ‘pleased to 


’ TTii}*? woulH seem to be a roitiicl 811(11 jiab? him by tlif 
kings Kiuiity^ It prol^tbly to rfrruui^tRiuvs of this 

VOL. 1. II 
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order me about a year ago, nm into an expense 
of near 600^,, in order to secure my election; 
witli hopes tiiat some small provision may be 
made for me, tlic wliicli if not done before my 
election, but after, will disqualify me from sit¬ 
ting in parliament unless re-cliosen, which ex¬ 
pense I cannot undergo. Therefore, as I now 
apprehend that nothing will he done for me, 1 
heartily wish I had been at no expense about 
bcitvg elected; and with that money, and what 
small matter I hope to receive, if the trustees 
(tinder the act) do not prevent it, I might retire 
beyond sea, and live two or three years, which 
will be much better than being shut up in prison, 
as 1 heard yesterday from several hands, so soon 
as this parliament is dissolved. 1 wish to God any 
person would repay me what I have spent for 
my election, and I will endeavour to procure 
such person elected in my room. If I could be 
sent to travel witii any young gentleman at 
* 100^. per annum salary, I should think myself 


nature that 8i4’lft meant to allmlu, when he called the county 
memberfi ^ knights of a share,* 

* Of the extraordinary statements and requests in these 
letters, this h the mmi exlraordiiiary. We hear much of 
polititMl corruption ami moanness; but it may he confidently 
hooted that these liad tttues could not afiurct a case parallel to 
Mr. Ifampdcjrs, who lived and voted in what are callcil the 
be.st of times. 
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very happy, and by that means avoid going to 
gaol, which must be my fate if I stay to the end 
of the parliament. I conclude with returning 
you my best and sincere thanks for your good¬ 
ness to me, and for your intentions and wishes 
that somewhat effectual might be done for me. 
As for myself, I see I am abandoned of all 
sides, and that farther expectations are only 
new foundations for farther misery, I shall 
only add this short but true observation, that 
wlien a king of England, so great as ours now 
is, has any desire to save an old ’^friend from 
ruin* he can most certainly do it. I beg leave 
to wait on you when I come to town, and shall 
no more trouble you with letters, 

I am* &c. 

R, Ha MPDEN. 


Mlt. HAMPDEN TO MILS. HOWARD. 


MADAM, 


Monday [l?27.] 


Not knowing if I can have the 
Iionour to see you or to converse with you, makes 


^ The oid fnond trtts not however a V'cry staiinth one, as may 
be from Iiii( project of seeking service from the other 

family. 

ii 2 
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me take this way of ac(]iiaintiiig you very briefly 
with the present posture of my aflairs. ^ou 
know that tlic last parliament took away all my 
estate, atul yet tliey left me my debts for me to 
to (liseiiarge, without any means to do it: this 
has appeared very lately, by my beiijg twice 
arrested‘last week for considerable sums; and, 
if it had not been by a very unexpected acci¬ 
dent, I liad been prevented going into the 
country, and coiisetjuently had lost my election, 
which I siip)( 0 sc was partly the intent of the 
arrest, though I must not guess from what 
quarter it ciinie. I am every day liable to fresh 
arrests, and what course to take to prevent these 
misfortunes I know not, unless by going to Hol¬ 
land, or putting myself in nome sen'ice Jhr pro- 
lection. I beg your thoughts and advice. I 
would not trouble their majesties on this score, 
since I cannot be quite insensible liow much I 
am forgot and abandoned by (hem. I beg leave 
to wait on you in eight or ten days, and should 
be infinitely rejoiced if any motliod or sclieme 
whatever can be found out to prevent, my con¬ 
finement here, or my being necessitated to be¬ 
come a refugee in a foreign country, especially 
when I sec the most opident Soutli Sea • di- 


' The remJcr will reivillect that Mr. Hampdoti's difficulties 
were iiri>du( 5 ed t>y diihlJiiij,' in tlic Snulli Sea .sclii-iiic. 
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rectors, &c. supported tlie very man who 
has sworn my niin. 1 am, with gratitude and 
rcsjiect. 

Madam, yours, &c. 

R. Hampden. 


TllJi HUN. WALTIUl MOI.ESWORTH TO MRS. 

HOWARD. 


[Tilt! fifdi son of tliu first Visctiuut. Mifiesn'ortli, and at tliis 
uidtrwr of IUii^al)cth Wl' \v'l^o of uliom 
liits Ih:i;u givL-ii in p;)go 5 U] 


Yort-buiUliugs, lYcUnusday [1727.] 

MADAM, 

I CONCEIVE that the late incident 
lias given you an incroa.se of power, wliicli may 
bear some proportion to tlie benevolence of your 
mind ; and, as thus is very diffusive, I would 
tain hope it may take in even me. My am¬ 
bition aspire.s to serving tiie Prince of Wales in 
(piaiity of groom or equerry; and if, through 
your friendship, I could attain that honour, it 
were doubly gratified. For the rest, wliatevcr 
' conditions or provisos you may annex to this 


• ^ This i.s (lio isccoud Rtt^frnpt •^\.i a ii hic fi \si> meet, Thu 
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favour, they should with all cheerfulness be 
obeyed by 

Madam, yours, &c. 

W. Moleswohth. 


MU. MOLESWORTH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Yoi'k-buildiiigs, Saturday aftornuon, 1727- 

M.'tOAM, 

My sister Wclwood’s friendship 
would not suffer her to conceal from me, that a 
passage in my former had given yon some 
offence. You will readily agree (witliout urging 
the esteem I owe you) that to shock your de¬ 
licacy, as in common prudence it was not my 
business, could not consequently be my mean¬ 
ing. What therefore I intimated, relating to 
conditions, was ]io more than what I conceived 
became me, who had no other merit to plead 
than an useless zeal for your service} and I 
also thought it very consistent with the cha¬ 
racter so applicable to > you, of a diffusive bene- 


reader will find by the next letter^ that in tliifi as in tlte 
furmen Mrs- Mowartl with liociartiiig feeJin^j tJiis 

insult to licr integrity. 

* A laiue and inconsistent excuse for it very flirty pro|K)- 
Mtioij, # 
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volence, which never fails to draw a train of 
solicitors, all expecting to be gratified in dif¬ 
ferent ways. Now, though I indulged the 
thoughts of having some sliare in your friend¬ 
ship, I could not yet flatter myself it should be 
a large one, and tlierefore thought the tax upon 
it too great to receive entire: for the rest, you 
will allow something to my being unpractised 
1)1 solicitations of this iiatuic- I am infinitely 
obliged by your kind recommendations of me 
to the ^duke; yet were it permitted me to 
choose a patronage, I must needs say I should 
prefer that of your own; not only as I think 
it were more effectual in my ease, but it is cer¬ 
tain tiiat the benefit is cnimneed in proportion 
to the peculiar esteem and regard with which 1 
am, madam. 

Yours, &c- 

W* Moleswouth, 


Prubably of ArgylL 
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DEAN SWIFT TO MRS* HOWARD, 


Twickeubam, July D, J727* 
(Between chnrcb anti dinner tinu;,) 


MADAM, 

Mr, Gay, by your commands as he 
says, showed me a letter to you from an un¬ 
fortunate lady, one Mrs. Prat, whose case I 
know very well and pity very much. But I 
wonder she would make any mention of me, 
who am almost a stranger to you, further than 
as your goodness Jed you a little to distinguisii 
me, I have often told Mrs. Prat that I had not 


the least interest with the frieiurs friend’s friciul 


of any body in power; on the contrary, I had 
been used like a dog for a doi^en years by every 
soul who was able to do it, and were but sweepers 
about a Court, I believe you will allow that 1 
know courts well enough to rernember that a 
man must be got many degrees above the power 
of recommending himself before he should pre¬ 
sume to recommend another, even his nearest 
relation; and, for my own part, you may be 
secure that I never will venture to reconnneiid 
a mouse to Mrs, Cole’s cat, or a slioe-clcaner to 
your meanest klomestic* Hut you know too 


' Aut\ yet Horace VV^Ujiufc vv'iiuM bavo lus believe that at thi^i 
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well already how very injudicious the general 
tribe of wanters are* I told Mrs* Prat that if 
she had friends, it was best to solicit a pension ; 
but it seems she hath mentioned a place. I can 
only sa^ that when I was about courts, the best 
lady there had some cousin, or near dependent, 
whom she would be glad to recommend for an 
employment, and therefore would hardly think 
of strangers : for I take the matter thus, that a 
pension may possibly be got hy commiseration, 
but great personal favour is required for an em¬ 
ployment. There are, inadani, thousands in the 
world, who, if they saw your dog Fop use me 
kintlly, wouhl the next day in u letter tell me of 
the delight they heard 1 had in doing good; 
and, being assured that a i^Jininc to you 

would do any tiling, desire my interest to speak 


very time Swift 'Vas st^licitiiig Mrs, How ard to ask an earldom 
fur TiOiil liathiii-st* 

He had, many tiefurej ukuIc tlic same ohAcrvatiun on 
that eternal iv'atrU-wur<l of suliritiu's —nne rvordy}om you *— 

** Put tuy I^nrtl nu)inglir<ike iu mind 
'I'o my warrant ((iiiokly sigiieil; 

Consider "tis my lirst re^jiicsf—” 
lie satisfied, I "11 my host/' 

"riieii jweseotly lie faKa to tease— 

“ Yuvj may for oertaiJi if you |doase ^ 

I doulit uui, if his lurdshi[^ knew— 

Aiidj Dean, ouc word frou* 
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to you to speak to the ^speaker to speak to Sir 
II4 Walpole to speak to the king, &c. Thus, 
wanting people are like drowning people, who 
lay hoM of every reed or bulrush in tlieir way. 

One place I humbly beg for myself, which is 
in your own gift, if it be not disposed —I 
mean the pertjuisitc of all t!ie letters and peti¬ 
tions you receive; which, being generally of 
fair, large, strong paper, I can sell at good ad¬ 
vantage to the band-box and trunk-rrftiker, and 
I hope will annually make a pretty comfortable 
penny. 

I hear, while I w^as at church, Mr. Pope writ 


^ Sir Spcnccr Compton, afterwards Lord Wilniin|^oii. I'Piis 
n^lit way of rcprcsciritjog tJi« fairies uf rcqiiioats is iicjt 
as hecdlnss as it a{>|>oar 8 Tin: Speakor was iSLijij^xtMed to favimr 
Mrs* H<>wai*d, arid was a iitTsorral fivourUo with tlic 
w'liOj on Ill's acccssioTij named him prime miijistor ; but tbe |j<Hir 
man, unable to draw the king's speech, applied in his distress 
to the very minister, whom his majosty intetided to discarfl. 
This gave Queen Curolinej who favoured Sir Rjfil>ertj tlie op¬ 
portunity of impressing 011 the king the folly of parting wiHi 
the man who really understood Ills business, and Sir floEicrt 
resumed Ids station. Swift^ welt aware f>rall tliis^ fiupjwses that 
Mrs, Howard would s|>cak to /ter friend the Siieaker* tfj sjieak 
to Ais friend Sir Holicri, without whom, after alb notliing 
could be done; and tlds tibseri'aticm is tlio more iinpfirtatit, 
liecause Swift has Jjcen violently eeitsured for putting a grecily 
utid ainbitiouft trust in Mrs. Howanr!^ iiitiuenec, as opposed to 
\Valj>oic*fi. 
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to you upon the occasion of Mr< Prat's letter; 
but *thcy will not show ine what is writ. There* 
fore I would not trust them, but resolved to 
justify myself, and they shall not see this. 

I pray God grant you patience and preserve 
your eye-sight; but confine your memory to 
the service of your royal mistress, and the hap¬ 
piness of those who arc your truest friends, and 
give you a double portion of your own spirit to 
distinguish them* 

I am, with the truest respect. 

Yours, 

Jonathan Swift. 


LADY CHETWYND TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[Mary llcrkdey, tiau^Titer ami oo-heir of John, Viscount Fitz- 
liarilio^, ami wifh of Wiiltor, first Viscount (Jietwyiitl- 
Slic hiiJ l>cc)i miiid nf liotiuur to Anno; slic died in 

June, alxjvc seventy yciu's of and without issue.} 


Tijgcstry, Jiily 29, 1727* 


MADAM, 

On my Lord Chetwynd's return 
from London, he acquainted me how kindly 


^ Ftijn,' uiid Oily* 
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you hatl rcceivcJ the letter I troublciiyou with^ 
and Jiow graciously her majesty received the 
excuses he made, for my not paying my diity 
to her majesty in person- 

I cannot help now expressing my sorrow for 
the news I hear* that my Lord Chetwynd is not 
confinued to ^serve his present majesty; as he 
had the honour to serve the late king, not from 
tiie Ijenefit that accrued to him from that post, 
hut because (he having been always ssealous for 
the interest of tlie present royal family in this 
country (^Stqffhrdshirc^^ wlicre the general bent 
was another way, and he and his family having 
constantly been tlisturbed in all their measures 
for that cause only), I say because, they being 
laid aside now, the joy of the (Tor^) party is 
shocking, to a ilegree inexpressible; and unless 
their majesties, by your kind intereeSsion, shall 
show us some mark of their royal favour, to con¬ 
vince mankind licrc we arc not in the utmost 
disgrace (which I hope we have not In the least 
degree deservetl) wo shall be ohligetl by iie(‘essity 
to fiiul some oti*er corner of the worlil to pass 
the reniainder of <nir ihiys in* 

To show their spite, they luive tlotie all they 


* Lord Ckotwyml was ranker of St. JaiutVs Park, and 
k^'CjKT t7in MaNj wirii-h {s'ty tlu‘ pnlitr ptJcrag^'N) liit> 

Inrdskip in Juuc^ 17'J7. * 
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could to oppose him in his election; but it was 
“impossible for any body to have such an in¬ 
terest there as my lord, so JMr. ^Foley, that was 
set up by Lord Gower, has given it over* I 
wish his power was as good in all the country 
as in his corporation* My Lord Chetwynd has 
writ to *Sir Spencer Compton to the same pur¬ 
pose, and hopes his letter may be seen by his 
majesty. I beg pardon for this trouble, from 

Yoursj &c, 

M< Chetwynd* 


* lid's {irji^uitioiits arc a (ittlc iurninsirttetit; if 
her l^inl is aide to carry' Ills cdoctioii Mitli hi^li a hand, lie 
need not seek out scune other ooriior of the world to Idde hia 

^ lVob;iljly I’liul Foley% of Prestwood^ In Staffordshire, 
a youiii^er hraurli of I^onl Folcy^s fititiily, 

* Anotlior instam-e of the snppijied iiidirence of Sir Spenrer. 
SwiftriiHiides pleasantly, in one of his playful letters to ftitty 
Blountj to the state of abundonnient in wluVli poor Sir Siiciicer 
wiis loft, vvlien it Wiis seen lie waa not to be prime minister. 

How M ill j'ou pass tliJis SiuiiiiiJer, for want of a squire to 
Ham Common or Walpole’s lod^c? for, sis to RiehmomUlodj;^ 
and Marble-lull, they are ahnudoand as much as Sir Spencer 
C!omptony 
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DEAN SWIFT TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Tu'ickeuliani, Aug. 14, 1727 , 

MADAM, 

1 WISH I were a young lord and 

you were unmarried^ I should make you the 
best husband in the world; for 1 am tcu times 
deafer than ever you wei*e in your life, and in¬ 
stead of a poor pain in the face, I have good 
substantial giddiness and head-ache. The best 
of it is, that although wc might lay our heads 
together, you could tell me no secrets that might 
not be heard five rooms distant. These dis¬ 
orders of mine, if they hold as long as they used 
to do some years ago, will last as long as my 
licence of absence, which I shall notrenew^and 
then the queen will have the misfortune not to 
see,^Tie, and I sliall go back with the satisfaction 
never to have seen her since she was queen, but 
when 1 kissed her hands; and although she were 
a thousand queens, I will not lose my privilege 
of never seeing her but when she commands it. 

I told my two^ landlords here, that I would 
write you a love-letter, which 1 remember you 
commanded me to do last year; but I would 


Pope was one of these landlonLs, and Gay, pndKihiv* the 
nther. 
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not show it to either of them. I aip the greatest 
courtier and flatterer you have \ because I try 
your good sense and taste more than all of them 
put together* which is the greatest compliment 
I could put upon you, and you have hitherto 
behaved yourself tolerably under it, anbetter 
than your mistress* if what a lady told me be 
true, that talking with the queen about me, her 
majesty said, I was an odd sort of *^man. But I 
forgive her, for it is an odd thing in an honest 
man to speak freely to princes* I will say an¬ 
other thing in your praise—that goodness would 
become you better than any person I know* and 
for that very reason there is nobody I wish to 
be good so much as yourself* 

I am ever. 

With the truest respect and esteem, &c* 

JoNATH* Swift* 


“* We shall see liere-after, that by S?Fift*s own acctmot of his 
intcrvie\ 4 ^ith the c^ueen, she was well justilied in callittg liim 
an odd m/ifi. 
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MRS* BEDINGFIELD TO MRS. HOWARD* 


[Mrs, Bc4lingficld was, as she informs us, an old maid, and 
proLably allied tfi tTio Hobarts; for slic appears, many years 
after to aceoinjianied Mtss Hobart when she went 
to reside with her aunt. Lady SufTolk*^ 


Aug. lo, [M 7^6.] 

The fifteenth of August must be a rejoicing 
tlay with all who are acquainted with Mr, 
perfection—I wish myself this moment witii 
him to pay my compliments to him upon his 
dear lips. Lady Eyros lias been very good, and 
filled a large sheet of paper in commendations 
of Mrs* IT owanl, and in praise of tiic yoinjg 
courtier's beauty. 

We staid four days at ’Norwich—were att’wo 
assemblies; there was a prodigious crowd in the 
hall, the rooms, and the gallery- Sir John 

-——iS. 

’’ Tins letter is, perhaps, placed out of Its chronological 
order-^il socihh to ha-vc ivritti'ii in 17 * 20 , 

• It does not appear who this UoSiert wils; probably sonic 
young rclatioEi, for whom Mr^. Howard had obtained the place 
r>f page to some \t^rt of the royal family. Sir Jolui Hokirt 
had a Koh named lioliort, but lie ’was only Ixirn in 1720 ; the 
allusion cannot lie to him* 

* During tlic ussiices, whieli in 172ri eommcne&d the 8fch of 
August* 



- 1727 — 


§57 


Hobart* and Lady M, Coke''began tfic ball. Sir 
T. Coke^ and Lady * Hobart, Mr»< Harbord^ and 
Mr* ^ Kelsey made a party at quadrille, as did 
Sir J, sWoodhouse, Mr* ^Harbord, Mrs. Baily, 
and Mrs. AnnBediiigfield, (two old maids, one a 
great fortune, the other so in imagination)* The 
game being new, drew many spectators, which 
made it hot and disagreeable* 

The next day, the company met at the llaf- 
fliiig Shop ; from thence tliey went to the Play* 
The house was too small for the company, and 
the stage too full for tlie actors; but a trap-door 
opened, and four of the company fell in—one 
a particular tall man, who was liigh-sherifflast 
year, fell upon a pretty w^oman, and liked his 


^ Sir John Hoi wutjfK* U. Mrs* Hoimnl's brother, baronet, 
ami first Earl of ^uek]nghanl^^||J^e, aii<] UritUfc, hi;* 

first Imly* 

* Sir I'liorjKfcS (^oke, K* B* afterwariU Loni Lovell and Earl 
(if Ix?iecsU»r, and Lady Marj^arot Tiiftim, tus lady. Sbe was 
dauglitor and boircss of tlic sixth Earl of Thanet* She was 
Iwra ill 1700, married in 17IS, sucrecdoil in 1734 to the 
barony of Cliffiml, and died witlmut surviving iijsuc in 1775* 

® I'robably Harbord Harbia'd, Lsn* aiifi bis lady. He wajj 
ijiember for Norfolk iJi l7iJ8* He left an only daughter, from 
whom tlie Plarbords, Lords Sufliold, are duseciideiL 

^ Fcrliaps William Keisi^y^ Esq. who diefl lu 1736, and 
was a inemljor of the Jtoya! AerNlemy of BerJin* 

* Sir John Wmlehouso, the fourth baronet; Imu-u lij I(i69, 
ilieil in 1/54. 

VOL. I. S 
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situation so well that they could not get him 
out. This occasioned great mirth; the man 
received no hurt^ but the woman was bruised. 

Sir John supped at hotne every night, and we 
had always the honour of Sir Thomas’s com¬ 
pany. The red ^ribbons and their ladles kept 
so much together that it occasioned speculations. 
Lady M. Coke’s ill health woultl not permit her 
to keep our late hours, but we were inseparable 
in the day; the behaviour of the two ladies was 
very agreeable to each other; they deserved 
the applause of the city; there was no civility 
omitted by them: but how the representative 
of the county can answer not dancing with the 
high^heriff’s lady ‘ and a pretty woman, the 
next election will show. 

Our second assembly was much tlie same as 
the first. The ball was begun by Sir E. llacon 
and Lady M. Cook, Sir John (Hobart) danced 
with Miss‘Woodhousc; she is a fine young wo¬ 
man. I can’t say much for her ^brother; but 


“ Sir J. Hotiart and Sir T. Colie were Ijotli Kiiiglits of tlie 
Batli, on tlie revival of the order, in J 725, 

* Richard VVJiittakei'j junior, E^K(* was higli gheriflf' in 1725 ^ 
Uice Wiggett, Esfj. in 172C; Roger Pratt, Esq, in 1727* 

^ Sopfjia Wfrtlehnusc, only daughter of Sir John, Uy Mary 
Fennor, daughter of the first Lf>rd I^nipster, wlio died in 
1729. She married Sir Charles Morflaunt, and died in 1 7:iS, 
WiiJiam, who s<K)n after married Lor<l Hathiirsf^s 
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believe he ’ll speak for himself, or somebody for 
him, tp Miss ‘BritilFe.—She says she does not 
like him;, but she has not the sincerity that 
might be expected from a country education. 
When the grand jury was discharged, we re* 
turned to cliarming Blickling, and Mr, Kelsey 
with us.—He is so good in a faipily way, that 
we do every thing together that's agreeable: 
our happiness is too great to be lasting. 

A few hints of a western journey* were given 
out yesterday at dinner, which was more stlnj^iig 
than a wasp that fixed on her ladyship’s nock. Sir 
John would not let it be touched—it staid some 
minutes—all that time she suffered so much by 
fear that it has made bleeding necessary*". The 
operation is over, and she upon the bed; this 
will prevent our returning visits for some time. 
We arc vastly in debt. You shall hear next 
post how we go on. You was under censure 
with Sir John. The letter that was wrote ac- 


daughter^ iiud dial without ijisiic in 1733; or Armine, wliB 
married .Sir E, Bacon'a daughter, and w:is tlie fifth Imronct, 
Probably Miss Britilfo, daughter of Hubert liritifie, M, P* 
for the county, and sister of Lady Hobart. She afterwards 
married Sir W. Harbord, the first barouet, 

^ Sir John Hobart had ])olitical L^mncxifius i» the West, 
particularly at St, Ives, which he ropresented la two jmrlia- 
menti), 

^ Lady Hobai't iraa probably at tliis time uuw pregnant with 
her youngest sou Itobcrt, who died iu 1733 , 

« Si 
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cording to promise came the same post with 
mine. I never was tlirce weeks without witing, 
and sent word when the children were both ill 
with coughs. ’Master’s was the most violent, 
but Miss “Dolly’s lasts the longest: his is quiet 
again, and hers is better. 

You are very obliging to let us know what *s 
doing in the great world) we are vastly impatient 
for news that the public papers cannot inform us 
of. I rejoice at Lady “Deloraine's happiness. 
I hope this fine weather has perfectly recovered 
you. If you have time to read, I hope you’ll 
have time to write; for every word of yours 
is a vast pleasure and a real satisfaction—when 
you tell roe stocks go on prosperously. I have 
hopes that fortune will turn tlic wheel in my 
favour when they do begin to draw the lottery. 
You may be glad the hour of dressing is come. 

Your most obedient for ever, 

A, H, 


^ John, afterwardii secood Earl of Buckirkgliairi^liirCj of 
wKiim more lieroafter. 

* Dorottiy, wlio aftonrard^s married Sir Charles Hotham, 
who took the name of Thompson; she Hvod till 1798' 

* Mary Howard, aunt of the pres^mt (fifteenth) Earl of Suf¬ 
folk, born in 1700, tuid been one of the Princess’s mnhls of 
honour, and was now the second wife of Henry, first Earl of 
Dcloraioe^ As slie had a daughter in February, 1727, the 
happiness here congratulated was prfkbably the pnHijiect of that 
event. This would appear a (leculiar happttiess to Lady 
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MHa HOWARD TO DEAN SWIFT, 


, [Richmond] 16th Aug, 172?, 

I DJD desire you to write me a love- 
letter j blit I never did desire you to talk of 
marrying me, T would rather you and I were 
dumb, as well as deaf, for ever, than that should 
happen. I would take yonr giddiness, your 
headache, or any dtlier complaint you have, to 
resemble you in one circumstance of life: so 
that I insist upon your thinking yourself a very 
happy man, at least wlieticver you make a com¬ 
parison between yourself and me. I likewise 
insist upon your taking no resolution to leave 
^ England till I sec yon, which must be A(?rc, 
for the most disagreeable reason in the world. 


Dolorainci foi' her hu^fbanU of the Duke of Mannaouth) 
wais tncjugli tfj In,! her father, Lady Deloraiue is sup- 
pw4ed to haiT been the Deila agaijist \rlioin Foi)e lia3 im- 
mortal 12 etl sin «'ici;u3;LtMm of jvoisoii. 

Shuidor or pofson dread from Delia's rage." 

The periiou aupposed to have Iweii ptMsoned waa a Miss 
Mackenaie* The gMUiids of this strange suspicion have not 
survived, T.aclv Del oral ue remarrietl W* Windliao^^ Esfp of 
Carsham, and died in Oct. 1744, 

* This phra^^e, it will be ^aeen hereafter, was the hmudation 
of Swift's complaint against Mrs, Howard* 
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and the most * shocking: I dare not gd ttoyou. 
Believe nobody that talks to you of the'^^en, 
without you are sure the person likes bdtli'the 
Queen and you. I have been a slave tvfenty 
years, without ever'receiving a reason for aijy 
one thing I ever was obliged to do: and 1 
have now a mind to take^he pleasure, once in 
my life, of absolute power; which I expect you 
to give me, in obeying all my orders, without 
one question why I have given them. 


DEAN SWIFT TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Twickcuham, 17tli Aug. 1727. 

MADAM, 

I WILL send three w’ords in answer 
to your letter, although I am like a great mini¬ 
ster in a tottering condition. jjJ chiefly valued 
myself upon my bad head and deaf ears. If 
those be no charms for you, i^must give over. 
1 am sure I should love a cat the better for being 
deaf, and much more a Christian. But since 
my best qualities will not move you, I am so 
desperate that I am reWlved to get rid of them 


* She means that etic was afraid to go abroail, as Mr* 
Howard tlireatenwl to carry her off force^ 
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as soon as possible; and accordingly am putting 
myse^^^into the apothecary’s books*- and swal¬ 
lowing-the poisons he sends me by the doctor’s 
orders. ^ ,t 

As great an enemy as 1 am to arbitrary power, 
I will obey your command with the utmost zeal 
and blindness, and when I can walk without 
staggering, and liear a musket let oif, I will have 
the honour ofpttendjhg you; being, with the 
truest respect, 

. Madam, &c. 

JoNATH. Swift, 


MRS, HOWARD TO DEAN SWIFT. 


j,', A 18tli Aug. 173?. 

* I WRITE to yon to please myself. I hear 
you are melancholy, because you have a bad 
head and deaf ejns. These arc two misfortunes 
1 have laboured under these many years, and 
yet was never pjpevish with myself or the world. 
Have 1 more philosophy and resolution than 
you ? or am I so stupid that I do not feel the 
evil ? Is this meant in a good-natured view ? or 
do I mean, that I please myself, when I insult 
over you ? Answer these queries in writing, if 
poison, or other methods, do not .enable you 
soon to appear in person. Though I make use 
of your own word poison, give me leave to tell 
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you it is nonsense j and. I desire you will take 
more care for the time to come how you en¬ 
deavour to impose upon niy understaiidingt by 
making no use of your own. 


DEAN swrtn' TO Howard. 


"iVickt^iibam, Ang, lOj 1727* 

Auout two hours before you were 
'born, I got my giddiness, by eating a hundi'cJ 
golden pippins at a time at Richmond^ and 
wlien you were four years and a quarter old 
bating two days, having made a fine seatj about 
twenty miles fui thcrdn^ Surrey, where I used to 
read and sleep, there I got my deafness; and 
these two friends have visited me, one or other, 
every year since, anti, being o^l acquaintance, 
have now thought fit to come together* So 
much Ibr the calamities wherein I have tiie 
honour to resemble you : and you see your suf¬ 
ferings are but children in comparison of niine ; 
and yet, to show my philosophy, I have been as 
cheerful as Scarron, 

You boast that your disorders never made 


' Swift w:ih IwjrJi Novombor 30, 1GG7, and was about 

twoutj 3'carrt older tbnu Mrs. Howard* 
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you peevish-—'Where is the virtue? when ail 
the world was peevish on your account, and so 
took the office out of your liands; whereas I 
bore the whole load myself, nobody caring 
three-pence what I suffered, or whether I was 
hanged or at ease* I tell you my philosophy 
is twelve times greater than yours; for I can 
call witnesses that I bear half your pains besides 
all my own, which in themselves ten times 
greater- 

Tims I have most fully answered your queries- 
I wish the poiso?i were in my stomach (which 
may be very probable, considering the many 
drugs T take) if I remember to have mentioned 
that word in my letter; but ladies, who have 
poison in their eyes, may bo apt to mistake in 
reading- Oh! I have found it out; the word 
I suppose, was*WTftten like poison* Ask 
all tlic friends I write to, and they will attest this 
mistake to be but as a trifle in my way of writing, 
and could easily^^prove it, if tliey had any of my 
letters to tliem. I jnake nothing of mistaking 
tmloward for Il&ward—well puli for ^Walpole — 


^ Tho woni person iIikjs not occur lu tlic preceding ietter, 
aud pohon dona ; but in bU giddiness, had cither for- 

gfitteri what he hiul written, or (as is more {iroK>:ib]e) had 4 
mind to intn><hi(!e the eatirical jadiits which folhiw. 

^ !!5ir Robert and the Uciiii were now fjuite broken* 
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siily for ^Ilay —knights of a ^hare for knights 
of a ^ $hire-^mQmter for minister. In writing 
^spcaker^ I put an n for a and a hundred such 
blunders, which cannot be helped while I have 
a hundred oceans roaring in my ears, into whicli 
no sense hath been poured this fortnight; and 
therefore, if I write non sense, I can assure you 
it is genuine and not borrowed. 

Thus, I write by your commands, and besides 
I am bound in duty to be the last writer; but 
deaf or giddy, licaring or steady, I shall ever be, 
witli the truest respect. 

Madam, 

JoNATH. Swift. 


- ^ - 

* Arcliihaldj Eiirl of Hay, a ijcotchman; Sir R^Tbert's 
coniideDt for Scottisti affairs. 

* Alluding either to the shams of South Soa stock, whicfi 
so jnany luetubers of parJiainctit had clahhJed ia ; or to such 
shares of tlie royal boimty os wu have siieu given to tlic luuiu* 
her for t!ie county of Uedfortf. 

^ Sir S^Hjucer Catiiptoii, ^vhosc imlwfility had occasioned 
WaliKjle's cotitinuaticc in pjivcr; an event wliich both Sivi/t 
deplored and 'wlucli Mrs, Howard probably regretted—the 
speaker therefore is a sneaker. 
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THE COUNTESS OF BRISTOL TO MRS, HOWARD. 




CPp. 60, 74, JSpO 


Tckworth, August the 19th [1727.} 

I AM very sorry to hear (dear madam) how 
much you suffer still in your health, which I 
hope will not be the worse for the satisfaction 
you gave me in writing me word I was not for¬ 
got where 1 wish so much to be remembered. 
I can, with great truth, say it is the only plea¬ 
sure I have tasted since I saw you; for our 
house continues in the same melancholy way it 
did: for every post brings us word my poor 
* daughter cannot hold out to another—so that 
we languish daily with her. 

1 would not have been so impertinent to have 
troubled you with a repetition of this hind, if 1 
had not entered upon it before I was aware; 
for I proposed jonly to have given you an ac¬ 
count of our great victory at *Bury, for I re¬ 
member the king used .sotnetixne.s to like to hear 
how such sort of affairs went; and I flatter my¬ 
self this will be pleasing to him, since.their 


‘ Her eldest daughter. Lady Elizabeth Mansell, who died 

Dec, 233 X after a linf^enng inness. 

® I'hc borough of Bury St* Eilmund'sj iu whidi the Lordij 
Bristol hadj aud a strong jioJitica] interest. 
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majestrcs maybe very well lissurcd whatever in¬ 
terest wc g'ain will always be laid out for their 
service* Thursday was the day of election for 
a new alderman, which we f^ot to our mind after 
a great struggle, it being of vast service towards 
filling tqi the Ijotly in my lorJ*s interest* 

Yesterday was tlic election for members of 
parliament, where VLord Hervey and CoL Nor¬ 
ton wx're chose* Sir Jennyn [Davers had but 
nine votes, and my son had everyone^ and 
'‘Tom miglit have bad the same if my lord had 
pleased, or I may rather say could have done it 
with Imnonr, which Jie thought impossible, after 
he had promised Mr- Norton not to oppose him, 
th ongli they came in a body to our house to offer 
to clioose both my sons, and pressed it even the 
day of the election- The Jacobin (Jacobiie) party 
raised a moi> upon Sir Jermyii's disappointment, 
which had like to have done mischief* The 
worst that happeticd was to Mr* Holt, I suppose 
for fear he should turn him (6Vr Jo'myn') out 
of the county, as my lord had out of the townj 
yet he and all that belongs to Iiim passed un¬ 
molested, and even they were contented to join 
a Hervey and a Davers for ever;” but I 
hope that is never likely to happen again* I 


■ ricr 

* Her ,s<'Conrt He afterwards represented tlii:* l>urougli 

iu three parliaments^ 
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hope, when you have an opportunity of relating 
this, you will add my Iiumble duty to both their 
majesties j and believe me, 

Dear madam, &c. 

E. B. 


LADY LANSDOWNE TO MBS. HOWARD. 


[P. 70.] 


Paris, 20Hi Aug. [ 1727 .] 

M.\DASr, 

I ARf afraid that you are not well, 
for I have written you two letters, and I have 
not had the honour of one word from you j 
which I am surprised at, for you used to be 
more obliging to your friends, and I flatter my¬ 
self that I am one of those. 

I have sent you a ’ little young lady dressed 
in the court dress, which I desire you would 
show to the queen, and when she has done with 
it, let Mrs. “Tempest have it. She was dressed 
by the person that dresses all the princesses 
here. 


■ A linll tircssed as a pattern of the fa^liioiD 
« A celebrated milliner—lier portrait is still to be stcon in 
the paiuted staircase at Keusington Pahiee, There is a tra¬ 
dition, that wliilc Kent was [laiiitiiig^ thij^ stolrccusc, he 
Mrt4, Teiiiiiosti anti was stmok with her -ipj?earaiiee, as to 
Ixrff her to sit for her pietore , 
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What do you dull English say to our French 
king% qm ajalt.vn coup de mt&tre: ah! Dieu! 
dettx jilles pour la premiere Jbis! I hope that 
Lord ‘Weymouth will not play my lady the same 
tour; we have a great deal of j)retty wit here 
about it, and I wish that sonic of you grave ladies 
had the pleasure to be here to partake of it. 

I am going to sup with the Prince d*Au. 
vergne and two or three abb6s j and if they 
have any thing to say upon that head that I 
think worth your knowing, I will be sure to in¬ 
form you, I have written to the Duke of Dor¬ 
set, to know if he could return me what I wrote 
to you about in my last letter, I hope that you 
will be so good as to let me hear from you. 

’ Mr. Walpole is extremely civil to us. 

Pray, believe me with great truth, &c. 

M. Lans»ownf,. 


^ On tlic 14th of August, 1727, Maria Lemnska, fjuccn of 
Louis XV., was brought ti) bed of twin daughters. I’he one 
was afterwards marricil to Dan Phiffji, infant of ; tJkc 

other died mmiarned tn 1/52. 

* Her son by- a h>rmer marriage, Tlionias Thyuno, ^lecond 
Viscount Weymoutlu He wfia married^ on tlic btlt of Dec* 
1726, to Lady Ellen Sacvillc, dangliter of Lionel, Duke uf 
Dorset; but, as he was but fifteen yeara old, he waft scut 
abroad ; amt lie died iu 1at the iige eighteen, before his 
marriage was coosummated. The king of France was but 
little older than Lord Weymouth* 

* Horace Walpole, senior, -afterwanls Lord Waljiole of WoU 
tertODj was at tliis }ieri<Ml airilt^saador at Farts. 
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Lord LansdowTm ^sires that' you will give 
him leave to make you his compliments. 


DEAN SWIFT TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Lorwlonj Sept* 18, [1737*] 

MADAM, 

This cruel disorder of deafness, at¬ 
tended with a continual giddhtess, still pursues 
me; and I have determined, since 1 have a home 
in Dublin not inconvenient, to return thither 
before my health and the weather grow worse. 
It is one comfort, that I shall rid you of a worth¬ 
less companion, though not an importunate one. 
I am infinitely obliged to you for all your civili¬ 
ties, and shall preserve a reiuc mb ranee of them 
as long as I have any memory left. 

I hope you will favour me so far as to present 
my most humble duty to the queen, and to tell 
her majesty my sorrow that my disorder was of 
such a nature as to make me incapable of at¬ 
tending licr, as she was pleased to permit me 


■ It la surprising that, xvith sucli [i pass^tge as this 
Walpfilft and others sliouKl have asserted tfiat Strift feft Kiig^ 
land cursit 2 g (^ucch Car<^i)ic, hi trutli, his own illness, and 



272 


1727 


I sliall pass the remaiudti' of iny life with the 
utmost gratitude for her majesty’s favours. I 
pray God restore your hcaltli, and preserve it, 
and remove all afHictioiis from you. 

I shall be ever with the truest respect, &c. 

JoNATH. SwiFf. 


ALEXANDER POPE, ESQ. TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[The neJglibourhwd of Marble-hiJl and Tuickcnhairfj winch 
ccmctitcil the iutlnmcy of Pope andMre^ llciwanlj ia prolialily 
the reason why tliere passtnl m few Jettcr>i IwtwtM’ii them: 
very few at least have Ijceii founiL This is tlio less tfi Iw 
regrettedj if he wrote habitually in so affected a style as 
tile following,] 

Friilayj [Oct. 1727.J 

MADAM, 

Yogr letter unfeignedly gives me 
great disquiet, I do not only say that I have a 
true concern for yon; indeed, I Jbel it many 
times, very ininy, when I say it not. I wish to 
God any method were soon taken to put yon 
out of this uneasy, tormenting situation ^ You, 


the afflicting accouuts he received from (rclaiid t>f Stella's 
Jicafth, were the true causes of his departure. 

' Pope alludes tn the violent and indelicate proceedings of 
Mr. Howard. 
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that I know feel even to delicacy upon trifling 
occasions, must (I am sensible) do it to a deep 
degree, upon "one so near and so tender to youp 
And yet, as to tlic last thing that troubles you, 
(the odd usage of Mr, H, lowarct] to his son) I 
would fain hope some good may be derived from 
it- It may turn him to a reflection, that possibly 
his mother may be yet worse usoil tiian liimself; 
and make him think of some means to con;fbrt 
Iiimscif in comforting her. If any reasonable 
creature (anv creature more reasonable than his 
horses or liis hounds, or liis country gentlemen) 
were but about him, sure some good might arise 
from it. 

It is a trouble to me not to be able to see and, 
talk to you while you stay at Kensington, I 
will not fail to wait on you at London tlie next 
week; and yet God kiiows, vvlien I reflect how 
little use or good I can be to you, but merely in 
wishes, it is a sort of vexation to me to come 
near you, 

As 'forMrs, ^Biount, I verily believe she thinks 
you would take little satisfaction, much less 
comfort, in seeing her; I am otherwise very 
confident she would-liavc been with you (though 
I also remember ahe has talked of getting to see 
you by any method she could inoilestly propose 


VOL, 1. 
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for a week past.) In earnest, she is so much 
your sincere servant, to my certain knowledge, 
that she would prefer it to all shc’ can do here. 

I should not have put any more troublesome 
things into your mind than you already have, 
and therefore wish I had not mentioned Mrs. 
V.’s* paper, which (after all) she has since sent to 
me: it amounts*to about 23/. more than I believe 
you Iiave any cause to pay. This is the matter 
so important. ]3ut sure it is a family fault j and 
the widow, like a good woman, is very solicitous 
to perform tlie vnll of the dead, which was, to 
impose upon you every w'ay. 

The dean* surely tliinks me much more his 
friend than you arc, since he has not told his 
melancholy to me, as he has to you j which 
(considering his longer knowledge of me) lie 


^ Prolmljly Vernoi*; tlic Midovv, I snifipoctj of Vemoti, t!ic 
Jacfibito sUk-mert;er, from whcmi Mrs. fl* Initigbi 
0\i\ Vfcrncm left Murray Mausfiobt) a rimwidoraMc le¬ 

gacy, v*'liioli WHS fiv'c-uml-twouty yoars aftt;rwur<U tho ground' 
work of the obargo of ,Iaci>bitisra made against Murray by 
Lonl Uavctiscroftj the recollection of whioli has beou lately 
revived }>y Walpole's Memoirs, 

* Dean Swift, lie bad not told her of hh melancholy^ 
which, as it was causwl by tho danger of Stella, was a secret 
which lie would not rev<;al; but Mrs, Howard, as wc bare 
seen, inferred from the tone of )iis letters that he was nielau* 

h 

eboly, , 
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might have judged would affect me with more 
uneasiness, and therefore suppressed. 

I am truly afflicted about him. I really feel 
for my friends®. What does Gay do? or what 
will be done for him®? I am very sincerely 

Your well-wisher, &c. 

A. Pope. 

Pray let me have sonie authority to tell your 
maid at Marblc-hlll that you will continue her, 
because I promised her to intercede with you 
(as you remember by your own order.) 


LORD BATHURST TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[P. 178.3 


lliclikiiigs, Oct. 21, [1727.] 

MADAM, 

It must certainly be very dis¬ 
agreeable to any man to be obliged to trouble 


* Witliout so f;tr as Mr. lu censure of 

Pojic's cant about feelings and fncntlsliip, it must lie confessed, 
that such phrases as tlds, awk^vardly and imtiefTssarily intro¬ 
duced, seem to justify in some degree hia suspicions of the 
writer's sincerity. 

® Gay's friends exjwcted tliat on tiie accession something 
was to be done for hitn by Mrs* Howard ; and as they did not 
choose to like what as offered tf> be doiie^ Mrs* Howard was 
blamed in verse aiifl prose, in society and even In history—It 
now appciirg very undeserveilly. 
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those for whom he has great regard with any 
thing relating to himself'; but it is still more 
disagreeable to be under their censure, I find 
the Gloucester election has made so much noise, 
and so many stories have been raised upon it, 
that I have reason to fear my conduct may be 
blamed, which I will venture to assure you can¬ 
not justly I)o done in anyone jiarticular from 
the beginning to the end of the affair. 

As soon as I saw what * turn was taken at 
court, I thought it would not become me to in¬ 
termeddle much in elections one way or other ; 
only as I must nominate somebody at Cirencester 
(for my family having carried that for above 
thirty years past, I was not to lay it down), and 
as whoever came in there would be said to be 
my member, and that I should in some measure 
be answerable for him, 1 liad an inclination to 
bring in my second 'brother rather than my 
’ third; for as he had not been in jjarliament all 
the late rcigtj, he was quite free from party zeal. 


’ He allndos to the iiuexpccterl centimmnee of Sir Robert 
Walpole ill power, 

* IVter Brttliurbt liatl Ikjou incnilicr for Wells in J7IO; 
but was not a^iii in parliament till tfiLs when he sat 

for Cirencester* 

® Benjamin Bathurst liail sat in the three last parliaments 
for Cirencester, and was now n candidate for Cloiicestcr, 


172T 


277 


However I was very unwilling to disoblige the 
other, who had gone with me to court, and given 
me assurances that he would be in the king^a in¬ 
terest uppn all occasions. 

Whilst wc were looking out for another place, 
Mr. ^ Howe proposed to my youngest brother to 
stand in his place at Gloucester, He assured 
iiiin that Mr. ^Moreton and Major '^Selwyn 
would make notiung of it there ; 1 did not then 
know that CoK ^Selvvyn had been labouring to 
establisii an interest in tliat place for some years 
together. If 1 had been curlier informed of that, 
I shotild liavc dissuaded my brother from going 
tliltlier, because I could easily have foreseen that 
the affair would be attended with more trouble 
and expense than it was worth ; but being quite 
igjiorant of that, 1 left it to themselves ; I would 
not advise one way or other, and they settled it 
witliout any interposition. My brother Peter 
was to stand at Cirencester, and my brother 
Ben went to Gloucester* 


^ Jolm Esrr a frionrl f)f arid Lord 

BatKurst'a; wfjo fur Gloncostor jji tlio latter part of tho 
parlinniont. 

Mutlictt'' Dufiie Moretojjj stiotnd Lord of tlie first 

crcalum. He M'as defeated at Gbutostcrj and sat in this par- 
for "I'rt'ffonv. 

Chari f!s fielu yn- 

CoL Jolifr Selwyjij ci^aerry to the qiu!f?n. 
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I came back to London, saw Col. Selwyn, 
and told liiiu that I had nothing to do in the 
matter, but that I should be glad to prevent 
an opposition between our two families, if it 
lay in my power. I saw Mrs. Selwyn after¬ 
wards, and found her too “warm to talk with; 
for sbe told me plainly there siiould be no com¬ 
position, they would liave both or none. After 
this I resolved to leave things to take their own 
course; and when I saw that the weight of the 
ministry would be thrown in for Mr. Selwyn and 
Mr. Moreton, I resolved not to engage in the 
matter. My brother pressed me extremely, aa 
soon as I came into the country, to go down to 
Gloucester, only to show that I was not against 
him, for it had been very industriously reported 
there that I was. I put it olF, excused myself 
that I could not leave my wife and daughter 
alone without servants in niy little bouse in the 
Wood, where we then were. You know, ma¬ 
dam, what made me alter my resolution—the 
provocation I bad from Mr. Moreton and Ma¬ 
jor Selwyn, in bringing two strangers into the 
town {<^Ctrc7iccstcr)f only to make a disturbance, 
without the least probability of success; infusing 


■ Mafy Farrin^lon^ vrife of CoK Solwyi*, uTotlii^r of the wcJi-* 
known George Sclwj^rtj anti Itctlcliftiriber^vvtiinan to the quecu« 
Horoee Wuljpole tells m that i?he wus a wDinaii of great wit 
aud viYactty. 
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a notion into the people there that 1 was ill at 
court, that they could protect the town from 
being oppressed with soldiers, but that 1 could 
never serve them in that nor any thing else. A 
little fellow, who had been my wood-ward some 
time ago, but, because 1 had turned him off, 
had a mind to oppose me, told me himself he 
was well assured that there would be money 
issued out of the Treasury to support an interest 
against me. 

These provocations, and a thousand more 
that I will not trouble you with, obliged me to 
enter into the opposition at Gloucester: I found 
those people extremely pleased that I woijjd put 
myself at their head. It is a very considerable 
city, and all the substantial inhabitants ai'c of 
our ^side ; the corporation is in the Imnds of a 
set of mean, corrupt, insignificant fellows, but 
their power is pretty considerable, upon account 
of certain charities wliicli they have the disposal 
of. Their management of them is as much con¬ 
trary to law as justice, which in time will ap¬ 
pear. I came to Gloucester one night, and 
went out again the next; and during the time 
I was there took all occasions to encourage 
their zeal to the king and crown, and gave such 
an account -of them, as I think tliey deserve, 


'I'liat lij Tan/ sitlr. 
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which was received with great satisfaction by 
those people who knew that I was not influenced 
to make any unjust encomiumsj by a particular 
attachment to the court, but spoke the sense of 
niy heart, anti according to the duty of a faith- 
fui subject* I left them, and from that time to 
this intermeddled no fartlier in their affairs* I 
was satisfietl tliat I had sufficiently repaid their 
compliment to me at Cirencester. 

I do not know of any unjustifiable measures 
that wore taken by my brother or Mr, * Chester 
afterwards, Theyliad all the hardships put upon 
them tliat was possible; anil* accordingtothe best 
information I can receive, behaved themselves 
with great prudence and modenitioii. The com¬ 
mon people were so exasperated at the ill usage 
they received, that if my brother and Mr. Ches¬ 
ter had not taken great pains to prevent it, there 
would have been much mischief done- But liad 
any thing wrong been done, it could not pos¬ 
sibly be laid to my charge, because after I came 
away, I never heard any thing of them, till they 
sent me up an account of tlic poll. 

The w'liole design of this tedious account is 
to set myself riglit in your opinion, and I hope 
from your love of justice you will not suffer me 


' Tli4>Jiiiid Clicstcij Eih«|. ut Gloucester oa tliv 

hiUiJC Njterest <is Mr- Biitliurst. 
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to be misrepreaented, I am very mdiflFerent 
whatever the “event may be of either of these 
elections; but it is a little unfortunate for me 
to be drawn into such kind of contests, which 
give me a great deal of uneasiness, and yet I am 
not capable of receiving the least pleasure from 
a victory- Whenever the king shall think it 
for Ills service to command me to try my in¬ 
terest in tlie country, I shall be ready to do ft j 
till then it is my determination to be quiet. In 
the mean timCj surely it cannot be for the king’s 
interest, that one who lias endeavoured to di¬ 
stinguish him seif in his zeal for hU service 
shouhl be distinguished by particular oppres- 
sioTKs, Long before I had the honour to pay 
iny duty at Rictiinond, 1 appeal to the Duke of 
Dorset whether I did not get a proxy from the 
then Lord St. ^Jolni of JMetso, (which nobody 
else could) on purpose to serve tlic prince in an 
affair in tlie House of Lords : if Lord ’‘Cowper 
w^erc living, lie cotild say a great deal more of 


* Tlie (*,vcut Wiis, tfiat at Ci veil fester T.ovU Uatliursen frientls 
\vcv« returnainl that at ClnuceStcr tJiere a ilimbic rc- 
turuj aftenvardti arranged fio tliat one of each party, 

viz* Scluyii and Mr, Hatliurst, sat for that city* 

' Either Williamj TiiJitU Lurd St, J^^hll, ulio iliecl hi 1720; 
or liis livnther Howbntt, tenth lortl, who ilietl in 1722* 

^ Lorfl Chaiioellor CowjMjr tfutk part with tlio prujce agakist 
Gi'or^^ L and 4m tfint iiceount resi^nerK 
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me as to these matters. 1 claim no merit from 
any thing I have yet done; but I solemnly pro¬ 
test I think it in some degree an injury to the 
king that any person (however inconsiderable) 
should suffer for his attachment to him 1 can 
explain these words and prove them plainly to 
you whenever you please. But I have already 
been too long; and therefore to show that I am 
sensible of my error, will conclude as abruptly 
as sincerely, that I am, 

Madam, yours, Sec. 

Bathurst. 


Mils. HOWARD TO MR. GAY. 


[Oct. 1727.} 

I HEAR you expect, and have a mind to 
have a letter from me ; and though 1 have little 
to say, I lind I don’t care that you should be 
cither disappointed or displeased. Tell her 
‘grace I don’t think she looked kindly upon 


* If Lord Bfttluirst had given tlic ling the cansic of othiiicc 
hinted iit by Lady M. W. Montagu, he uoulil Imrdiy have 
choaeQ Mrs. llowanl as Ms intercessor with liis majesty, and 
in such terms ns 

^ Catherine, Duchess of Quecusberry, of whom more here* 
alter. 
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me when I eaw her last: she ought to havje 
looked and thought very kindly, for I am much 
more her humble servant than those who tell 
her so every day* Don't let her cheat you in 
the pencils; she designs to give you nothing 
but her old ones: I suppose she always uses 
those worst who love her best, Mrs, Herbert 
Cxccpted ; but I hear she has done handsomely 
by her, I cannot help doing the woman this 
justice, that she can now and then distinguish 
merit- 

So much for her grace : now for yourself, 
John, I desire you will jniiid the main chance, 
and be in town time enough to let the ^opera 
have play enougfi for its life, and for your 
pockets. Your liead is your best friend ; it 
would clothe, lodge, and wash you ; but you 
neglect it, and follow that false friend, your 


® Probiibly tin; Beggars' Operii, iirat pTayed in November, 
1727; bnt whether Mrs. Howard alludcfi to the Boggars* 
nr its ooiitiDuatiou, Polly, iiiteudt^fl to be played in 
I 728t this ]>as!$agc equally di$^prore9 the assertion contained 
iti all tlic hiographies nf Gay, that it wiis on tlie sTippressioii 
of Polly that tho Duhe ami Duclicas of Queen sherry took 
him into their family. Tlie conduct, too, usually attributed 
to these nohJc ]>crsi;ns, of taking Gays part sjo decidedly, only 
at the mom out he had falJcii uuder the royal displeasure, is 
miic:h less natural and docent than ^vliat wc now see was the 
truth, that tJjey resented an tnjuatico thmo to a person in 
whom they were o]»cu]y aud ufFoctigijateJy interested. 
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heart, winch is such a foolish tender thing, that 
it makes others despise your head that have not 
half so good a one upon their own shoulders: 
in short, John, you may he a snail, or a’ silk¬ 
worm, but by my consent you shall never be a 
^hare again. 

We go to town next week: try your in¬ 
terest, and bring the duchess up by the birth¬ 
day. I did not think to have named her any 
more in tins letter; I lirul I am a little foolish 
about her: don^'t yon be a groat deal so; for if 
she will not come, do you come without her* 


OR. EDWARD YOUNG TO MRS* IJOWARD, 


Yoiiri^, iiutTiorof tJic "Nif'lit Thoughts/' 

aijfl lljose witty satire's tnjtitlctl Tlie Tjovc of Faiuc;" tlm 
noble Escntiineiits of wliidi arc a little at rariance n ith tlit? 
Intcrc-'^toi] wishes expresses! in this lettiw* He had, it 
seems, very soon forgotten that n^inarkable line in the first 
of these satires, 

** Courts can give nothing to the wise and good /' 

and, before tlic re Eider pn^xieds to the fid lowing deplorable 
sprcLirien of jiotii'itatiroi, lie may he auinsed at midiog the 
poctiijal prayers of the author: 


^ An nlliision to ijta celebrated fable of The Hiirc with 
mauy Friends/" 
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Give in<j, ijodulgcnt gwlw, uith roind aerene , . 

, And guihlcss lieart, to rango the silvan scene; 

Ka splendid |>ovurty, no sniiJing cure. 

No we!l-hrcd hate, nor servile grandeur-^/Aere— 

There plcaaing ohjei:t3 useful tlioughts suggeat, 

The sense is rarisli'd, and the soul ia blest. 

On every thorn delightful ^riadotn grows," &c. 

Young disgraced his talenta^ and lowered his reputatiouj 
by the rtlcan flattery with which he stufled hia deilicatJOJis 
to great men ; ami Swift, with his usual acuteness, has 
touched this ftdblc of Iiis character : 

" And Young must torture liis inventum 
To flatter knaves, or lose liis ]K*iisioii " 

Young wfis born in 11181, ft was not till 1728, (when he 
was, say his idographers, near fifty) that he took orders, and 
was made cha|dain to the king. 

ft is not easy to ullix the proper date to this letter. Its 
whole ttmour ItKiks as if it were written uoon after the 
accession ; yet lie says lie has licoii seven years in the king’s 
service, and he did not Ivccome a king's rliajdaiii till April, 
1728- He says he is tunned of fifty, w hich, if his bmgra{diere 
are correct in plucing his birth in I (i81, would give this 
letter the (late of 1731 ; but as Lonl Towiishcnd had left 
court in May, J 730* this supposition cannot be correct. 
The allusion to preferment not mean clerical prefer- 
ineut - and. Oil the contrary* his eiuuneratioa of qualifica- 
tioTia seems rather to refer to civil eiiiployiuent; and, on the 
whole, I know not whether to place it in 1727* or iu some 
subsequent year prior to J 730.] 


MADAM, 


Monday morning. 


I KNOW his majesty's goodness to 
his servants, ami his love of justice, in general. 
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so well, that I am confident, if his majesty knew 
my case, I should not have any cause to despair 
of his gracious favour to me. 

Abilities, 

Good Manners, 

Service, 

Age, 

Want, 

Sufferings, y 

and >for liis majesty. 

Zeal, 3 

Thesej madam^ arc the proper points of con¬ 
sideration in the person that humbly hopes his 
majesty*3 favour* 

As to Abilities^ all I can presume to say is, I 
have done the best I could to improve them. 

As to Good manners^ I desire no favour, if any 
just objection lies against them. 

As for Service^ I have been near seven years 
in his majesty's, and never omitted any duty in 
it, which few can say. 

As for Aget I am turned of fifty- 

Asfor IVantt I have no manner of prefernaent. 

As for SuJJermgs^ I have lost ^SOO/. per ann. 


' l suppose thin jurist alJuile to Jiis a to 

whicJi Iris college woufti have ]iref<ciitcil if he had uut 

taken up tire Hue of and, jit the Duke of Wliartou^s 

suggestionj fitrjrnl a foiiicst at Cirencester j but the duke had 
already onnpensHteil Idm'tor thisi 
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by being in his majesty^s service, as I liayafihowB^, 
in a Represeniaiiont which his majesty has been 
so good to read and consider. 

As for Zealj I have written nothing, without 
showing my duty to their majesties^ and some 
pieces are dedicated to “ them. 

This, madam, is the short and true state of 
my case. They that make their court to the 
ministers, and not their majesties,succeed better. 
If my case deserves some consideration, and you 
can serve me in it, I humbly hope and believe 
you will: I shall therefore trouble you no far¬ 
ther, but beg leave to subscribe myself, with 
truest respect and gratitude. 

Yours, &c. 

Edward Young. 

P. S. I have some hope that my *Lord 
Townsliend is my friend ^ if, therefore, soon, and 
before he leaves the court, you had any oppor¬ 
tunity of mentioning me with that favour you 
have been so good to show, I think it would not 
fail Qf success; and if not, I shall owe you more 
than any. 


^ Tills, alas, was but tcxi true ! 

J Lonl TiiwJisficiid resigned tW seals 15tli Muy, 1730; but 
liis rupture with Walpi>lo vvas juiblic suine earlier. 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Hague, May 19, N.S. [1728.] 

MADAM, 

Among the many privileges ^ I enjoy 
here, I exercise none ^vith so much pleasure as 
I ilo that which you granted me of writing to 
you, in order to put you sometimes in mind of 
a very humble servant, too insignificant to be 
remembered by any thing but his importunity. 
Could I imagine tliat you had the goodness 
to interest yourself in the least in what con¬ 
cerns me here, I could yet give you but a very 
indifferent account of myself liitherto, the little 
time I have jiassed here liaving been wliolty 
employed in ceremonies as disagreeable to re¬ 
ceive as to relate ; the only satisfaction that 1 
have yet had has been to find, that the people 
here, being convinced that I am detenniued to 
please them as much as I am able, are equally 
resolved in return to please me as much as pos¬ 
sible, and I cannot express the civilities I.have 
met with from all sorts of people. Notwith¬ 
standing which, as far as I can judge, ncitlier 
my acquaintances nor my pleasures here will 


■ * He was now imjliasfiwlyr at the Hagwo, wliurc he ha<] 
arrived on the 5tli of the nrjonth in which he wrote t!jis letttJt*- 
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make me forget, or even hinder me from re¬ 
gretting those I left at London. My great 
comfort is* that 1 have all the reason in the 
world to believe that my stay here will be highly 
beneficial both to my body and my soul; here 
being few temptations, and still fewer opporta- 
tiities to sin* as you will find by the short but 
true account I will give you of myself. 

My morning is entirely taken up in doing the 
king^s i>u.siness very ifl, and iny own still worse ; 
this lasts till I sit down to dinner with fourteen 
or fifteen people, wiicre the conversation is 
cheerful enough, being anijnated by the pa- 
tronazza, and oilier hjyal healths. The even¬ 
ing, which begins at five o^clock* is wholly sacred 
to pleasures j as, for instance, the Forault^ till 
six j then cither a very bad French play, or a re* 
prize at (piad rillc wnth three ladies, the youngest 
upwards of fifty* at which, with a very ill run, 
one may lose* bc^ide^s one's time* three florins * 
this lasts till ten o’clock, ;it winch time I come 
home, reflecting with satisfaction on the inno¬ 
cent amusements of a well spent day* that leave 
no sting behind them, and go to bed at eleven, 
with the testimony of a good conscience. In 


^ The Vijorhout, ^vhidi IjOrtl Chosterfiflil spel/s a Frendi* 
man wnuhl, was a public wcilk, [ilftiitcil :ciicl T:iuj onl hy 
CTiarlus V. 

VOL. 1. U 



_ 1728 — 


290 

this serenity of mind I pity you who are forced 
to endure the tumultuous pleasures of London. 
I considered you particularly last ’ Tuesday, suf¬ 
fering the Jieat and disorders of the masquerade, 
supported by the * Duciiess of Richmond of one 
side, and *Miss Fitzwilliatn of the other, all 
three weary and wantijig to begone; upon which 
I own I pitied you so much that I wished myself 
there, only to help you out of the crowd. 

After all lliis, to speak seriously, I am very 
far IVoiii disliking thi^ place; 1 have business 
enough one jiart of the day to make me relish 
the iunusements of'the other part, and even lo 
make them seem pleasures; and if any thing 
can comfort one for the absence of those one 
loves or esteems, it is meeting with the good 
will of those one is obliged to be with, which 
very fortunately, though undeservedly, is my 
case. There is, besides, one pleasure that I may 
have here, and that I own I am sanguine enough 


^ AWjt this peritxl tlic juitcil lleyflc^^gcr brtiu;;Ut ni;ts([iii>^ 
radufj into mch vo^uc, tlint on tlio Ifltli Mji)', ihegrimd 
jury prtiseiitetl Heydoggor mnl as 

* SaraH, tlaiigliter aiifl oo-lunr of Hrst Earl of t'a- 

floganj cNKf of the ladies of tlio «queen's bedcbamljerj marriefl in 
J715, cltpd in l/ol. 

^ Mary, daughter of Itic^hard^ Viscoiint Fitjcwiiliain, one of 
the fnald^ ofWionr, married, in J to Henry fith Enrl of 
Pembrolvo j \rho appears, in the greaitT part of tliu^ Curre- 
^pondi-nee] as Lord J-fer|^rt, 
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to expect, which will make me amends for the 
want of many others, which is, if you will liave 
the goodness to let me know sometimes that 
you arc well, and that you liave not quite forgot 
tliat perfect esteem and respect"with which 
I am, 

Y(mrs, &c. ■ 

CliKSTERFIELD. 


Oft. AUnUTflNOT TO HOWARD. 


f'riit: intiifiiLry itf Mrs. Howard wifTi Fojio :ind Oay led to lie*' 
UjCC[u:LMit:uicti \ritli Arbulliiiot^ ouc'of tUc abloe^t and the best 
oien Iff lii^ He tired in l-Vh, I?."!;!. 

Walptihr fells us tliat ilnuard sometimes had tf» 

endure timi-tideatioTts from the ^jiieeiiT which the com- 
povatively huuihle atiitron of}»edchanrljer-iiornan e’viuwed her* 
There t^eeios uu re^isoti to think so il/ of Queen Caroline's 
^cuerid temper and di^positiojt trraards Mrs. Howard^ but 
it is prohalrle that ini some cH'casjoji (if diirereiiee hetu^ceo 
iier ami the lady of the hedehainher^ as tu their respective 
diitii'Sj M rs. Hciward iiiav liave desireil Arljiitfinot to inquire, 
as to certain jioiiits of ctltjaette, from Lady Maslium, who 
bad been iHHhdiatohcr-Ufmiiati to Qiiten A nan. To tho^e 
inr|iiiries the fidhwiug; is the ansivcr. 

Buonaparte, ^heu he was alamt to create liis imperial 
court, obtained similar information froin Madame CampaOj 
wito liitd been iK'dcbambor-uoman to Marie Antoinette, 
The etiipmttes of the couHs of France and Lii^latnl apjieai 
to have been mneb the same.] 
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London, May 39 [1723]* 

MADAM, 

In obetiience to your commands 1 
write this to inform you of some things you de¬ 
sired me to ask Lady ‘ Masham, and what fol¬ 
lows is dictated hy her ladyship. 

The l^edc!lamber-r£'o^/^^7/^ canic in to waiting 
before llic queen’s prayers^ wliicli was before 
her majesty was dressetb 'i'he queen often 
shifted in a morrung: if her majesty sliiflcd at 
noon, the bedcbaiiiber-/^rr(?/ being by, ttic bed- 
chamber-ix'om^;/gave the sliift to the lady witli* 
out any ceremony, and the lady put it on. Some¬ 
times, likewise, the bcdchamber-woman gave the 
fan to the lady in the same manner; and tills 
was all that the bcdcliamber-for/y did about the 
queen at her dressing. 


* Abigail HilJ, wife nf Mr, aft<*rvianls one of 

Qijrrii Anno'a twelve jk-ers. Mrs, MiuMiam ivan a iliijtant 
vrtation of Sarah, Diiehefis of MarlbonmgJi, and hy her was 
placed alH)ut lier Majoistperson as bodi'liandH^r-AVfmian, 
When that iniperioufi favourite liad alicnuteii tJu- heart of her 
tirnid mistress, Mrs, Masham tfiityieedcd to a more dmvijt and 
more mcnlerate influencei and hy her menus the 'lory admini¬ 
stration of I71fl Wits f<irnied* On the di^t^ensioris whieh ariwie 
in that iniui'stry, she t^ided ^vith Ihdinf^firnke against her 
original friend, Lfird O.shird, iiu<) eoutiihiited to his defeat. 
The courjso of this change is more liojnninihle to O.xthrd than 
tu the fatly, as her rcseiiUticut usis tx^ausloned by i he trea¬ 
surer’s honeiit.ty refusing lier a sfiaie of some public money, 
wbich waa supjiosed to he at the <|Ueen's disposfd. 



—1728 


2U3 


When the queen waslied her hands, the page 
of the buct-stairs brought and set down upon 
a side-table the basin and ewerj then the bed¬ 
chamber woman set it before the queen, and 
knelt on the other side of the table over-against 
the queen, the bedchamber-lady only looking 
on. The bedchamber-woman poured the water 
out of the ewer upon tlie queeJi^s hands. 

The bedciuimber-woman pulled on the queen’s 
gloves, when she could not do it herself 

The ])age of the back-stairs was called in to 
put on the qncojfs shoes. 

Wlicn the queen dined in public, the page 
readied the glass to tlic bedciiambcr-womaii, 
and she to the lady in waiting- 

The hedchaniber-wonian brought the choco¬ 
late, and gave it witliout kneeling* 

In genera! the bedchamber-woman liad no de¬ 
pendence on the lady of tlie bedchamber- 

If you have the curiosity to be informed of 
any thing else, you sliall have what information 
Lady Masham can give you ; for I must tell 
you from myself that you have quite charmed 
her. 

Sir Mathetv ^ Decker has just now told me a 


^ Sir M. DccUor, Bart., a great nicrcliarit, lie irrus a man 
uf piety anti cKtisiisive Sm'iiov^Ichoi', aufl once mvived a very 
strange rumplijneitt fin tliat Lord Win. Baulet, second 
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piece of very bad news, that Lord Chesterfield 
is dangeroufsly ill of a fever. They have sent 
for * Boerhaave fur his Lordship* 

I hope this will find you in good Iiealth, which 
none more sincerely wishetb than myself, who 
am, with the greatest respect, 

Yours, &c* 

Jo- Arbuthnot* 

A house was burnt down in Old Bond-street 
last night, and about five people burnt alive in it* 


DIL ARliUTHNOT TO MRS* HOWARD. 


Tiiubruige Well?, July 1728. 


MADAM, 

After I had the I ion our to see yon 
on the 11th June last at SU Jameses, I fell into 


son of titc first Duko of Bolton, was so cxtreinuly t^noraot aa 
to lisk wJio wrote St, Gtisjwl: some ropji^Kl, Str 

Miitliew IX'cki^r. Lord ^Villiiun, who had Imard Sir Mathow'ti 
character for charity and pioty, hcLicvcfl it, aiid twing hiiuscLf 
a pious porsoiij it^ft Sir Matlimr a legacy in crjii^idcration of 
the excellent work of Jiia Gosiitd* Thia is auuUier of Wal- 
{)olc's stories, and ^rould require C^mfirmatiuu. 

* The great physician, ordinary ncstdeijce was l^cyden. 
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a violent fever, which he!tl me about a week, 
and brought me into some danger, and an ex¬ 
treme lunguislung condition. 1 was obliged to 
come to this i)lace, as the last resource, for reco¬ 
very of my Iicalth. The first week I went on 
proMperously, but was seized (notwithstanding 
my having taken the usual precaution) a second 
til MG, and coufiiietl to iiiy room for near a week. 
I begin now, like a nutii come out of a storm, to 
recollect myself, and inquire about my friends; 
and tlicre is none of them I am more concerned 
for than yourself- 1 renionibcr you told me at 
iit. James’s that you were at that lime very ill : 
the weather lias been so variable ever since (just 
like the diseases with a hot and cold fit) that I 
am afraid you arc not much recovered, I re- 
iMcmher, likewise, I promised you at tliat time 
a box of pills, to take two or tliree at going to 
bed. I was not uniuiudful tliat the person wlio 
used to make tJiem had none made by him, but 
a dose of liiera picra is the same thing; tfiat, 
riding and bathing, are what I think you ought 
to continue, as far as I can guess at your present 
condition. 

Her' royal highness goes on prosperously with 


* IVoliubly Pdiu.v^is AjuiPj eldest of Gmr^r IT,, 

mstiTkHl in 17^ } to tbe Prince of (>r;tn;i4\ Sfro n an t/ie fjrnnd- 
inother of the Kin^ nf tlic Notlinrlanfls. 



296 


~17S8 


the water. I think she is the strongest person 
in litis place, if walking every day, modestly 
speaking, as far as would carry her to Seven 
Oaks, be a sign of bodily strength. Her high¬ 
ness charms every body by her alfahle and 
courteous behaviour, of winch I am not only 
a witness, but have the honour to be a par¬ 
taker. I teli iior highness she does more good 
than the waters; for she keeps some ladies in 
exercise and breath that want it. I have a very 
great respect for her, and I am only sorry there 
is no prince hi ('hristeiidotn at }>resent that 
deserves her. 

There arc no news here but what are inci¬ 
dent to jilacos of this kind. We have had vast 
storms of tliiiiuler : a poor schoolboy was killed 
with the lightning on Wednesday last, as he 
was going home to Mount Ephraim; w’c had 
him opened; his Iiat was all torn to pieces, but 
his head not touched, nor his hair, except a very 
small quantity of it singed ; his body had a set¬ 
tlement of blood, .as by a bruise almost all over; 
the immediate cause of his death was the stag¬ 
nation of blood in the lungs, one lobe being 
almost livid.- If 1 may be allowed to reason on 
these appearances, the sudden rarefaction of the 
air caused the stagnation of blood in the lungs 
by the want of respiration. The settlement of 
blood upon his body was occasioned by the re- 
jiercussion of the air, giving us it were a blow, 
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by returning to restore the equilibrium, just as 
the windows of neighbouring houses are broken 
by llie blast of a powder-mill; the windows are 
all bent outward : it is the air within the house 
which returns to repair the vacuum that pro¬ 
duces that elfectp 1 would not philosophise to 
every lady, madam. By any opportunity be so 
obliging as to send me word by message, or any 
other way, how you doj and to honour me with 
your commands, which will he a great obliga¬ 
tion put upon ine, wiu> am. 

Yours, &c* 

Jo. Ahotjthnot. 


MRS. IlOWARH TO MU. GAY. 


Rictimoiifl June 15^ [172ft,] 

I AM very much obliged to you for both your 
letters j and though I have not written to yon 
before now, you must not think that 1 want a 
true sense ol'your concern for me : but between 
tlie hurry of'removing, and my old complaint, 
I have not been able to thank you sooner. 


' Oil tlie .'id of Juu4^ tlic rovii! family remove<l from Saint 
Janirs^s tn RicIimiUKt 
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I am sorry the Bath is not of more use to Mr. 
Conjrreve j I bcp" you will make my compliments 
both to the Duchess of Marlborough and him. 
-Count r^a Uppers father is dead ; by which he 
is become a count of the cmj)ire, and has a very 
great estate- I tell you this, because 1 know 
j’^ou can take n pleasure in others' good ibrtnnc. 

This way of thinking sliould make me conceal 
poor Lord Finch*s misfortunes from yon 5 hut 
they arc too public; and Lord Nottingham s 
barbarity furnishes the town witli a subject to 
show tlic good and ill-nature of inankind- By 
wliat I have heard. Lord Nottingham has not 
only disinherited Lord Finch, in case he marries 
Lady Fanny Fielding^ but has drawn the deed 


^ Tlio ahl Giuiit dc tt LipjH‘ UirkcinlHjitr^ «':ls allEcid to tTic 
iiouse of lirunijM ickj :incl fiis l:jib tiini* ivsidi’^l in Kn^- 

laiid. Tlioir sou jourrivd, in IJliU Afadoinois^dlo Iidiausi^n^ 
■JL iiiocc of tlie orKomial. SJre bud a sou born in 1 

to whom (Wo, T* stoo<l sjjnnsor, and wlio, in olilainod 

an I'lisijt^iicy lu the foot ^lards, wiis aftrrwitrds a di.stiiij^iisW^d 
oHiwr, and is inimortiiliziith us far ah [aiintiii^ can confer jjii- 
innrtulity} in nf Sir Joshua Iloyiiolds's finest pictures, now 
]|L Ids iiUijcsty'a cnlloetinn- 

^ All Lord Nottiisgljam's precautions were, as they usually 
are in sui:h cases, vain. Daniel J^onl rijirli (afterwards third 
Earl of Nottlji|rljaiji and seventh of Wjiich cl sea) iiiarried} in 
J729f Lady Fanny Ficlditifr^ ymiii^ciit daN^hter of liusib 
fourth Earl of Deiihipfli, Ho was at tliis time eifjniptroller 
of Hie hoiMoliold, and nuist have lieoii near forty years of age: 
Liuly Fa tiny was prohalily not uIhjvo twenty. 
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in such a manner (which he drew with his own 
hand) that wJicii he dies, the profits of the 
estates are to be paid in to trustees, till either 
Lady h^anny is dead or married, or Lord Fincli 
is married j and yet there are those who say 
tlie whole is a family contrivance to break the 
match. Lord Finch is at Mr* Ttiftorfs^ but I 
have seen the rest of the family, and I tliiuk I 
never saw one in more distress. 

Ill a fortnight we sliall go to * Hampton Court. 
Here we live as private as it is possible; and 
this is to me the most agreeable time I shall 
pass this summer* I have heard news from the 
IJalh j but I do not expect the particulars from 
you till we meet, w'hich, whenever it happens, 
will be a sutisfiiction to your sincere humble 
servant, * 

H, H* 


LOUD CUESTERFIELD TO MRS, rtOWARD, 


[[I*, 1 An iuiswcr to a letter wliich rli>cs not appear.] 


MADAM, 


Ifngritc, July 13, [172R.] 


The part whicli yon do me the 


^ Tfje rHiiiiT}" from lUclinioitd HuTiiptoii 

Court tm tlie 2il of Jui^, 1728. 
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honour to say yon took, both in my ^illness and 
my recovery, is too obliging for me to omit the 
very first opportunity of making you my acknow¬ 
ledgments for it ^ it has reconciled me to my 
own illness, for having caused such a declara¬ 
tion, and has added (if possible) to my concern 
for yours, for having hindered me from re¬ 
ceiving it sooner. 

To show you how desirous I am to contribute 
as much as I can to your perfect recovery, if 
you can find ftieans to give me that oficndiiig 
head and that provoking face you compUiin so 
much of, I will most willingly send you mine 
ill return by tlie first courier; and though you 
say they are of no use to the present owner, I 
assure you they would be of singular use to me. 
The head should do master^s business, and 
tlic face should do my own, and I would find 
employment cnougli for them both, not to give 
them time to ache. 

I find you wrong both my head and my heart 
extremely, when you think I can blame Lonl 
Finch for his late “exploit; so far from it, that 
I envy Iiitn the glorious opportunity he has 
procured himself of sacrificing all to love. He 


The tllncsa jT]H>rte!fl hy Dr. Arbiitlinnt in page SH-t, 
His engagement to Lii<ly Funny Fielding. 
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has showed the lady the strength of his passion 
by offering her an estate wliile he thought he 
had one; she may now convince him of the 
strength of hers, by taking him without it; 
and I shall only blame them both if they do not 
tlhnk five hundred pounds a year a great deal 
more than enougli, wlicre there is such a fund 
of mutual love to subsist upon. 1 never heard 
of the lui|>piest couple in Arcailia, or Arabia the 
blessed, that liad half so good an income. 

I am afraid your time hangs a good deal upon 
your Imnds at llichmoiid, by iiiy being so fre¬ 
quently tile subject of your conversations; 
which I do not flatter myself can be owing to 
any thing but a great want of something else to 
do, and J doubt it would be my interest to wish 
you had some better emjiloyincnt, for I fear I 
often come off but scurvily. However, since I 
have put on tiic new man, I own I should not 
be sorry to assist, invisibly, at those conversa¬ 
tions, to hear how the old one is treated. 1 
shall be extremely obliged to you if you will, 
when it is flnislicd, send me the anatomy and 
dissection of my late seltj which I liave been 
long so desirous to see tliat I iiad some thoughts 
of taking the ojiportunity of my late illness to 
liavc it given out that 1 was dead, and dead for 

love of-. Upon which I should have seen 

my own epitaph, elegy, life aiul character, &c. 
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by ’Curllj witli many other particulars* which 
no man alive can hear of himself till he is dead. 
Some would have been astonished that 1 died 
for love, who migfit possibly have called my 
tenderness in question while alive j others would 
Iiave wondered iiow it could be for love of that 
person, upon whose account they never in the 
least suspected me—which would indirectly be 
commending my discretion : in short, various 
and curious would the accounts have been that 
I should have had of my deceased self; but I 
was hindered from e?tecutiiig this design by my 
chaplain, who is indeed a very good man, and 
who told me that mocking was catching, and 
death not a thing to be played with. 

This place, though empty in comparison of 
what it is in the winter, is not yet without its 
recreations,—1 played at bliiul ln^ln^s l)uff till 
past tikree this inorniiig; we have music iti tlic 
Wood; parties out of town ; besides the constant 
amusements of quadrille and scandal, which 
flourish and abound. We have even attempted 
two or three balls, but with very moderate suc¬ 
cess; the ladies here being a little apt to quarrel 
with one another: insomuch, that before you 


1 T1 m pirHitiOii] bfXjkftcUor, rn i7'27, |^\lbli^ln;4 Uni ede- 
brated surrt|JtitjcJU!> editiiPii of roj[Hj & L.eUcr:^. 
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can dance down three couplej it is highly pro¬ 
bable that two of them are sat down in a huC 
Upon these occasions I show the circumgpecticii 
of a minister, and observe a strict neutrality; 
by wiiich means I have liitlierto escaped being 
engaged in a war, 

I condole witli Miss ^Meadows for her disap¬ 
pointment in not having the gout; and I con¬ 
gratulate Miss ^I’itzwdUiaiii whenever she re¬ 
turns from grass at Amplhiil; I respect Lord 
Herbert and Fop, not without a due mixture of 
fear of both. I hope to Iiear soon of niy lord's 
having (piarrelled with ^Peiii* upon Itis marrying 
sojiic necessitous beauty for love; Ids lordship 
having given pregnant instances of all heroic 
virtues but love. 

I do not know w'hcther you will forgive this 
long and tedious letter: if you J beg you 
will let me know it soon; and if you do not, 
pray let me hear it before it is long, ^ For if you 
believe (as I am persuaded you doj that part of 
my tlioughts at least are generally in England, 
you will do me tlie justice to believe too, that 
the greater share of them attend you, and con- 


^ The ctfldst of the maids of honour. 

^ Afti^rwiirds the wife of Honryj Lord Flcrhcrt^ ninth EaH 
of PeiuhnAe. Lorrl E (erlx^rt's fondness for his do^ h more 
tlian onee allinlod to. 

•i PrijlKibfv Lord tlcrlwrt's futlicr, Themms, ci^^hth Earl of 
Fcnilimkc. 
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seciuently that nothing can be more welcome to 
that part of them tliat remaina here than any 
marks of your friendship and remembrance. 

I am, with the utmost truth and respect, &c. 

ClIESTKiU-'ICLO. 

May I beg you to make my compliments to 
every body? Herbert ought to wi’ite to me. 


LOUD CHESTERFIELD TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Hiigiic, Aug. 13, 1728. 

MADAM, 

I KNOW I ouglit in good breeding 
to make yoff^ great many apologies for the 
trouble I am going to give yoiij but as I tbink 
they generally rather increase than excuse the 
trouble, you will give me leave to proceed 
directly to my business in the plain Dutch way, 
without any preamble,. 

I liave bought some china here (which was 
brought by the last East India ships that came 
in) of a very particular sort j its greatest merit 
is being entirely new; which in my mind may 
be almost as well as being undoubtedly old; and 
I liave got all there was of it, which amounts to 
no more than a service for tea and chocolate, 
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with ;i basin anti ewer. They arc of metal, 
enamelled inside and out with china of all 
colours. As I know the queen loves china, I 
fancy she would like these; but it would not 
become me to take the liberty of offering them 
to her majesty; but if you think she would like 
them, I must beg you will be so good as to take 
the whole affair upon yourself, and manage it 
so that I may not seem impertinent. Were they 
not mere baubles, I could not presume to offer 
them to her majesty at all; and as they are 
such, I am ashamed of doing it. However, if 
notwithstanding these difficulties, you command 
me to send them, I desire you will at the same 
time let me know where and to whom I must 
direct them. 


The occurrences of this place, as I have had 
the honour of telling you before, are not in¬ 
teresting enough to inform you of: but as one 
thing has lately happened^ in which I have 
been a principal actor, and have aetjuired some 
degree of reputation, I must trouble yon with an 
account of it. You must know then, 111 at last Sun¬ 
day I treated the people here with an English 
christening, in my chapel, of a Black-a-Moor boy 
that 1 have; liaving had him first instructed fully 
in the Christian faith by my chaplain, and exa¬ 
mined by myself. The behaviour of the young 
Christian was decent and exemplary, and he 

VOL. I. X 
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renounced his ^/i/cmess witli f^rcat devotion, to 
tlie infinite edification ofi a very mimerotis au¬ 
dience of both sexes. Though I have by those 
moans got tlic rej)utation of a veiy good t'liris- 
tian j yet the more thrifly and frugal ))eoj)lo 
here call my parts and economy a good deal in 
question for liaving put it out of my power ever 
to sell him. 

The next rcmarkahlc thing here is, tltat I artt 
at present over licad and oars in mortar, and 
that I am building a room of 50 feet long, :iml 
d't broad. Whether these arc the right jiropor- 
tions or no, 1 must submit to you and Lord 
^Herbert, who 1 hope will both be so good as to 
give me your sentiments upon it. It will, 1 am 
sine, have five great faults, which are five gi'cal 
windows, each of them big cnougli t(t admit in- 
tolerable light. How'ever, such as it is, it will 
be handselled upon his majo.sty’sbirtli-day ‘next.; 
at wliicli time, if you will Jo me the iionour to 
come there, and bring your own company, yon 
will be extremely welcome. 1 believe you will 
think me exlrcmcly silly for building my taber¬ 
nacle liere; thereibie I must tell you, in my 


“ Thixt tlfi^ thrii. 

''lit' hiiil ;i jri’liitt'Chirul aud dosipieil 

Hill f<ir Hinrard, 

' OctuljiT.'iOtli. 
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own jnstificiition* tliat 1 fiud not one large room 
ill my house bci'ort% either to eat, dance, or pray 
in, and that tiic building of this will cost vno 
less lliuii removing to another house would have 
done- 

As I sec in the news that the "Ductiess of Kent 
is dead, T take it for grantctl the matcli between 
^Ilis CJrare and Miss KilzwilJiani is as good as 
concluded by this time. He will, witliout doubt, 
have a mind to ^‘perjietuatc his lilLe and estate; 
and I know noliody better able to conti'ibiite to 
so desirable an end tlnui she: only I hope slie 
will take care, both for ins sake, her (iwn, and 
that oi so ancient a family, that the continuation 
of tiis faniilv shall not be at the same time tlie 

V' 

continuation of Ins species, 

l-^ady ^Aibetnarle and Lady Sophia arg ex¬ 
pected back here in about six weeks ; at which 


* JeniUiKi CricrvrOj Diirlicss of Kotit, 

■'" lloiiry Ori'y, nnJv Ivoiit tsf tlmt f inHirrh'i) 

in 172*1 I-ally Sinihiii lirutinck* Ht' cImmI in J740. Liml 

ion uf a iiinrlcli 1»onvocii him uml 
illiain M iis u iiioiv plcusantr)', 

* Of sL'Vcn I'liililroin wliirli tlif iluki? Iiml l)v his tun inur- 

iiuun HtirvUL'il Tiiiii i aiifl Im ums siii'rtvili'iJ Ity hi-, emh 

izramicliiltl* .Tfiniina* Mui'c^liiniirss nf'CUw, wlfn nf thn snomil 
Lnrd IliirdwiHi, unci nicttln^r nf the* prOMmt CoimU'Hsi rln tiit^y 
iHiiil tin- Laily tlruntimju. 

^ (U-ucjhcmhv ;i Dutiih h*ily, inai-rinl hi 1701 to 
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time tooj Lady *'Cadogan and the Duchess of 
Richmond will return here from Spa: so that 
we shall have a sort of Englisli assembly, wliich 
I believe will be at least as lively as the Dutch 
ones, Madame Creiming is at present at the 
top of the beau-mondc here; and Mr, Creuning 
affords me a good deal of his company, as he 
promised me in England bo would. 

I sliuuld ask a great many pardons for having 
troubled yoLi so long; but as you know I used 
to be accused in England (and I doubt pretty 
justly) of having a need for such a proportion of 
talk in a day, that is now changed into a need 
of such a proportion of in a day; and 

business falling short to-day, you arc uufoilu- 
nately afflicted with that sliare of writing \vliich 
I could not so properly dispose of to the Secre¬ 
tary's Onicc. If this reason will not induce 
you to forgive me, I liave a better, and a very 
true one; which is, the pleasure I always have 
in every opportunity of assuring yoii of the very 


thi: firiit Lord AI be mark*, who left a uidnw in i T F^uily 
8oj|ilira, born In 17J U tbrtr «nly daii<f)itor. Sin? oiurriod 
Mr. Tbotuas brotborof Sir Kdnard 'J’licnn:iSj Bart* nnd 
in l77tL 

^ Mur^irettii .Coi'iHa MmiU'r* a Dotidi Imly^ \viili>w of tbi* 
tirwt Lord (.'adogan^ and niidbcr of tin; Diu'hess of UicbiuontL 
Lady Callogun died in 1749 . 
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griiat consideration and respect with which I 
have the honour to be, &c. 

Chestfikfield, 

If I can be of any use to you licre, especially 
in an Indian ^house way, 1 hope you will com¬ 
mand me. 


MRS. HOWAR]> TO LORD CRESTERFIELIJ 


[Aug. 1?28.] 

t KNOW you so indulgent to your Iriends, that 
you would not interrupt t!>eir diversions; and 
as you always affirmed pain w.is my particular 
one, when I tell you I liavc been in the most 
exquisite for many days, and which left so 
pensil>lc a feeling for some weeks, that I could 
attend to nothing else, I need say notliing more 
to excuse my silence, I am so perfectly ac¬ 
quainted with your sincerity, that your wish to 
sliavc my head and face not only made me very 
vain, but raised my curiosity so far, that I could 
not be easy till 1 had examined into the merits 


hlicjps itj viliit'li of funuturo iiiu[ dpjKirfl 

suit! ill Li}tid<Ni uwti to Uj so faUed, froni tlie pmloiiii' 
nuuce of Itidifiii jurticles. 
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of the former. I sent for Mr. *Chcseldeii, who# 
give liini Ins due, worked very liard, but found 
so much reslstancCj that I was justified to in¬ 
quire no further then into my jaw; besides, 
finding nothing there, wc were afraid to pro¬ 
ceed. I was mightily surprised to find by Mr* 
t,’'licselden that your design of giving out you 
were dead, had succeeded, and that he actually 
tfiought you dead, and assured me he had seen 
your dissection, signed by Messrs* Boerhiuivc 
and some eminent surgeons, which he has })ro- 
mised to get ibr nie : biit all I could then under¬ 
stand, from a thousand hart! words and terms in 


' Tliiri o|u-r:Ltmii {^rnlmhly tin: t'oiinihunni ut c»ne nt 

Morsico VV;il|jnlo'.s 1tliitt Mrs. Ili^vrnrd 

with ]>;ii]ifiil acalho^ts, licnra tint! :i mnu niiflm’ 
'iCnfcJn’t^ t}f (livah in w:t.s ntMicti'il in mnii- 

mw ; iiml ChesL'Mt^n, IFk' ^'clehriitoH Kiir^cnm i>f liis tiitiLv 

tft tor, tite m.'ju .^Inpultl purdinn'rl im ooinlitinu 
tif midiwi'oin^ an i:?L[iri'iinin]tal njH ratinu. I'liL’ bar^un was 
nunlVj bnt thi: r.\|ji>rijiieiit nnt; tin? fjlb of tJie man, uV^^/ 
tvff\ fuuisfitf nils and Mrs. Hi>wartl jv- 

inaiin^il as ilriif iworj It lj(jwc‘V'i:r, bf dnubtcrl wUolhoi' 
Walpult'"'^ ‘vtfjry In'- strh ilv urruriUi" ; fnr llmngli It Is tnu: tliaf 
tln?TV a man of tin- n;iiin' nf Cliarji‘s Ka) iMrdniit'f.l, uu 
thu' pi'0|njsitifiii of Cli^^seUbni, 4*11 4 :nnclrtinii ninlcr^inn^ an 
npcrat.inij, tljiit alTiur tnikk jOaco upwjtrds 4 jF iw<^ycar.H/i/>^'y tlie 
njuwatnm uJiit:]i hr actually porfririin'r! <ni .Vfr-^. flnwiin) ; and 
aUlioij^h coiuhict ni th«;airairnf Ihiv was lUfJi^isst'fT 

\vLth aotiH' wannth ;anj acerhitv^ Uicip; Is no iiisiuualinii tliHt 
tiir mail was aiH' rdatitPii nf 1ii>^. 
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lus art, was this, that your head was perfectly 
riglit, Imt tliat there was no sort of comnniul- 
catioii between that and your heart; and that 
the part of the heart most susceptible uf im¬ 
pressions in others, had a hard substance over 
it, which resisted every thing but steel; and 
that your deatli was owing to tftc climate; but 
that infitlibly if they had reinovetl you into 
hVaiice, you might Jiave been alive at this time- 
I have managed the china affair witli the most 
consiiniinatc wisilom anil prudence; and have 
rceeivett her majesty's conimanils to thank yon, 
and U) tell you site has but one scruple in taking 
of it, whieli is, tliat it may look like a bribe for 
lier favour* I do not ffrul there is any occasion 
(or one. 

Mis ? Fttzwilliam seems much inclined to fol¬ 
low your atlvice, were it in her power; but we 
all suspect a power!Id rival will carry the pris^e. 
Sunday “ next l>eing tiic offerirjg of'llie Kniglits 
ol'tfie Carter, will ju’obably tleleniiiue lier late* 
Lord Herbert has been so ill, tliat. ] could not 
consult him about the projjortions oi'your archi* 


- On •Sunitiy, JOlli Si'jat. 17-'V lii> ni:yi‘sty afiKtiinua Iils 
yayiil tli*^ t 1 Jis y :il>o niudi* 

hi'-i 4tJI‘L’rin^i> in Mitli tlin fxi^t;^]ils 

rUc iif A riivi! .ntil Kom j>orripnjica iJii^ i'rri^ijt(.niv nf 

inli-ri Jii^ du'^ tilr Liiii;tiopliics/' 
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lecture* If you will promise to follow strictly 
the advice t^ivcn, I will endeavour to procure 
Lord IJurlington’s* 


Mils. HOWARD TO MR. GAY. 


IliiTnptori Court, August, [1728,] 

I AM glad you Inive past yotir time so agree¬ 
ably. 1 iiecd not tell you how niiuc has been 
emjdoyed j but as I know you wish jiic well, I 
am sure you will be glad to licar that I am much 
better j whether I owe it to the operation I 
underwent, or to my medicines, 1 cannot tell j 
but 1 begin to think I shall entirely get the 
better of my iHness* 1 have written to l>i% Ar¬ 
bi ill in ot> liotli to give him a particular account• 
and to ask his opinion about the Bath* I know' 
liiin so well, (that though in this last illness lie 
was not my ' jihysician) he ia so much iny friend, 
that he is glad I am better. Put liini in mind 
to tell me what he would have me do in relation 
to Lady* F*; and to send me a direction how 


■ Probably bccaustj lio li ini self was, as wc liai'e Jieoti, ex- 
trL'iiJcly ill. 

* IVolxibly Lady Fanny' Fioidiiig, wlmsii niatdi witli 
Fiueh wjie opposed by bia lonlsliiji's family. 
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to write to her* I have matle Mr- Nash go¬ 
vernor to Lord Peterhorough, and Lord Peter¬ 
borough governor to Mr* Pope, If I should 
come to tlie Bath, I propose being governess to 
the doctor and you* I know you both to be so 
unruly, that nothing less than Lady spirit 

or mine could keej) any authority over you. 
When you write to Lady * Scudamore, make my 
compliments to lier* I have had two letters 
from ^ Chesterfield, which I have wanted you to 
answer for me; and I have had a thousand 
other things that I have wanted you to do for 
tne ; but, upon my word, I have not had one 
place to dispose of, or you sliould not be with¬ 
out one* 


^ iJiily tif Lurfl Difrliy^anil wifo of 

Sir JutJLu?, SiHJ cLi.111 nr f:: nf HtJUK^liU'y, ;uitl Siruttiirtorc 

in wsis tlio mothi:r of [Miss Scudinmn'e, tlu^ flivwc't'd 

niiclif'i^s Ilf nr*iufort* I'lie clmii'titcr bafi ivnt to picml in licr 
tlu' tnatei'iinl fur \vo find lliiit Gay cb;t- 

r:i<'tfjriscfi Liuly Sriuluinore by tlie deci^ncy uf !ici* «xni- 

iliici, niipeiirs from ]][& luttur to Svi il't of (>tli Jidy, 

J 7 l^S, liud alunit ttils tirim jKud a visit to Lady S. in lliii-t:- 
furdrihirc, 

' No iloiiht tlie two preceding letters of July anil Aii|rust. 
ward's draft of licr answer is iiiucb blotted ainl inter- 
Jitiud* Wii see that she vrislied to employ Gay to answer Lord 
CMtesterfield, as well as I^ord Pt'terlu^roiigli; Znit I'n tlie latter 
case^ and jirobably in both, h!ju was oblign^d to rely on ber own 
resources. 
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August—cannot tell wfiut^ but it is Monday 
morning. 

My liiuiible service to the OucIk'ss o(* Marl* 
borough and Mr, Congreve, 

_ 

KAfU. OF liSSEX TO MRS. IlOWAHl). 


[ VVilJt;?in Eiijh'fj tUinl E:trJ ##J'Eshc-x, liorn in itinirrifil 

in f/IS E:Kty J;iiiu llycU', o}' ffie Kiuf iif Cf:tJ'c-ii-» 

iloEi :iMil ({iirln“sKT, imkI uf Uio of'< Jin-t-ns^H'ri'y. 

Mo xv:i!s nf llio lK;tlrh:irtiljor to < J L IjoHi 

iM'lon- rifl*!!' Itiji jiL'crt-ssioji, J ii I7L2 o, Ju' xi'iis a Kjij^i;lit of 
thi^'riiistJi'i ti> l7-7> l■:lll^^'^ ol'tfio jmrlts, aiuMr^r<Ulioiiti.‘juirit 
f*r I It’i’l ff'JfEKliii’i-; 111 ) 7in j. amlinsisrulm'to Sunlliiiji ; In J7*it. 
a j>i IX y ; in Ia of tlu^ fiaiiiT; am! 

in I 7,‘i!J, Ujo yoojrma <tf ffjc* gii^uiL ro 

I7^:^.] 


(Aii‘>iiatj 172S.J 

TiiJi great goodness you Jiave always 
sliuwii me makes me venture to trespass thus 
' iltr, r have no irieml near his majesty that I 
durst trouble but your Jatlysliip tmly, as [ know 
yoiir wluiio hfh is madt' u[> of' doing gnotbiia- 
tured aetit)iis: and if you aje not pre-cngageil. 
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will be so guod to speak to his majesty in behalf 
of Captain ‘ Ilowe, for poor Charles Cumley’s 
place. You will do it in whatever manner you 
think pi'opercst, either from me, or give roc your 
advice if I should come myself, before I come 
into w'aiting, to ask this great favour of the king. 
His father had the honour to serve at Hanover 
a great many years; and there is not a worthier 
honester man living than this. His majesty has 
been always so good to me, that I am afraid to 
ask ; but this is for the oldest friend and ac- 
(piaintatice f have in the world. 1 hope you 
will ftn-give this liberty j but I know June soon 
llifsc tilings are asked when they are vacant, 
and 1 may even Ik; now too late. 

I am, madam, S:c. 

Essex , 


' ()iH‘(if tlif* Sfiliis (priibijijy tlio olilcst) of Ivriiauiiof, 

lliinl briitUfr of St rujirj iutd 

Iku'ii Qiiivii Atiin''s iniiHstcr in Miu^nvcr tor yoars. I fc 
ilu^l tn 


fd'tJj Ktm fit' Hiefinrd. first I'.iirl nf St'aflnirtiuHi: 


"rtMUfi Ilf flic (<* jTic anti JUcinllx)r fur Ciii- 

u'fiH ilicti ) I til Aug. 
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MISS NfARY CHAMBER (AFTERWARDS LADY 
VEltE) TO THE MON. GEORGE BERKELEY. 


[I.iwiy Marj' (second sifter of Mr. Goorge Berlicley and l.ady 
Efitty (jflriiifdijc) niarrircl Thomas Cliiimlxjr, Esfj. of Han- 
srurtli, and had tvvo danglitors and co-boire.sfa;:^. Swift di¬ 
stinguished iMary Chamber^ the ehler> hy the title of the 
,sft/fiy j ami taajgi^itidated Lord Vorc Ileaiielork in hiin 
having guttou i^iiidi a irife with ^10^000/* Her aimt I.ady 
liotfy says in reply^ tliat her fortiiiic tvas much hrgier than 
Swift had su]>pi»i^ed, I’hc otlmr sisU'r* ami co-hclrcKSi^ Aartc 
Cliaiiit^r, niEiJTird the lir.st Ivtrl Temple* Anne was a |m>- 
festicd ail Hut, and has, f thinkj a place In WalpoJe *3 cata¬ 
logue; hut tliey wmu l^ith ladies of vivacity and talent. 
T.ady \^crc was married in l7^^fi, a.ud tlied in 1/8,1. Her 
dc^!ri!ndaiits are ihhv the dimil branch of the St. Alban 
fuiilly.] 


Dray ton j August 31, [1728.1 
I a:\i a Httlo lui jiri^ed at iny own goodnuss 
for tiiinkiiig oi'wn ifing yo oflcii to you j but to 
be Hurc you may boast, if ever man could, of 
having t!ie best nieces in the w^orkh 

We liave been Irlcsscd witli various kinds of 
haj7j)[ncsse.s since. I w^rote last; such as two 
horse-races at Kettering, without any company, 
and my Lord* and Lady Westinorchuid to dine 
with us j the pleasure of returning their visit 
is yet to come. My lord cracked jokes, and 


* Tliamus^ si.\th Karl nf Wfjitiiiorolariil, and Jii^i wife Ca¬ 
tharine Strynger (ividniv nf Mr. Ikauimmt}* He died in 
1731i, and !sfjc in I 7iifh They had no itiaiu!. 
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laughed at them most abundantly ; and my lady 
courtesied and inquired after every branch of 
the family of the IJerkelcys, both of father's 
and mother's side ; and to be more particularly 
civil, dwelt a great while upon the family, 
friends, and circumstances of Mr* Henley*. 

1 dare say you never minded some notes 
written upon four lines in Mist's last Journal ; 
it begins, ‘ Estates to gain, men toil/ &c. You 
little tiiink I am the author of that ^ letter. In 
short, I was as much surprised as mortal could 
1)C to sec it there ; for It was a piece of nonsense 
I wrote to Crowther upwards of four years ago ; 
the poetry belongs to Mr* Bennct, writing-mas¬ 
ter, of Twiekenfiam» Whether it is her lady¬ 
ship has played me this trick, time must show; 
for I scorn to write to licr about it, for that will 
be encouraging her in such pranks. Sometimes 


2 l^iidy lUizaWth Burki^ry, cUu^litf^r ut jntnes lUis third 
tiiove nf l-!idy nml id' tdirim- 

lw‘r, in:irrh‘d tJti thti llth of Kt-'hriiuryj IT'JSt tu Mr, llou- 
h>y of tho iJrange. 

1 It is Olid thftt Mifis Chamber .^Ijmilil have forgtJtteii t?ie 
(irut of the linos on which had eoiniiient4:;ii ; hut the worcU 
^be quotes do nut "^ 1 *^ lines in Mist were as follow: 

A iiutu Lhiit doth OH riches set liis mind. 

Strives to take liold of shadows ami Uie wind j 
With food and riiinu'ot, Uu'rij omdented be; 

Ask not for ricties* nor for juwerty* 

Mis5>( ChatuluL'r's letter to tlie editor was a mcK^k critique on 
these silly lines. 



318 


_1728— 


I think thcsoneral hini,sclt*ft)iintl it, ant] tliouglu 
it a wrong to the pitblic not to print it, giving it 
due appianse because it comes pretty near lus 
own manner of writing, X take it lur granted 
you have taken notice of tins Journal, because 
tile re is another letter in it much more remaik- 
able than mine* 

I wish yon were to sec the equipages we 
travel forth with, I^ady Iletty {(ierinahw^ lias 
got a Scotch lujise no higficr tluni a dog, with 
an old saddle that Sir John -^gave her before she 
was married, I am mounted upon a tolerable 
nag, with a red satldie with a small silver sprig 
einbroidcred at the corners, and u ]>lue bridle t 
it WHS formerly Mrs, Lloyd’s* Mrs, IJerkeh'y 
drives hci'self in the cliair in a moriiijig gownj, 
with a white apron, a while hundkere!nof pinned 
on her head like a nun, a black silk hat over 
that, am! another white liaiulkerehief over the 
hat. 

You are much to hlainc not to he more jiarti- 
ciilar, and name the Tianic of the person ^’ou say 
LordBaiun's daughter is to have j for among the 


* Sir Jnkn Gi'nijaini; aiod in 171S. 

* IVidnikly M:iry t^oriiwjill, wife Mr. Henry iiAtrliryj 
ajurtker inirlt? of tVie 

r 

llcjU'diLt Lrt‘anrtnl (^iilvertj fifth Ij>rfl fiahimaro, vrlio* jf is 
NK'iUJtj tvre^ d:ni^lit.ri‘fl ; fhnrkjtU', Iwiru 
in 1/02, iii:irrM‘d tnnrt'rt^ufxrflj ; aiifl burn 

170.'^. 
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many that have oftcred, I cannot guess wliich 
man yoti mean. You say you want amusement. 
I am sure this letter will take up time at least j 
and so adieu^ till I am ne.xt in Immour. 

I tlo not care a farthing if you forget to give 
iiiy humble service to every body exccjJt Lady 
Bolingbrokc^ but you must remember it to her. 


TvVnY MFaiVEY TO M RS. HtWAltl). 


CR. iHi.] 


fTIuH K’ittcj* h Jifi to oiu‘ imt fouml, [n ^frs, 

I liorartl gavo an atvomit of lior lato illitoss. It Kooin^t tnoit 
hegJiiJJHig of tilt' MiljzjCijitoiit rt'jily, fliat Mrs, Hctiranl 
imt [»Io.'isi‘(l witli tlio tout' <if Latly IliTVoy'^s atiMror; 
lint llit'rt' imisE, I tliiufi, Jiavt" bci'Ji sfono |>n‘ifisjirp:^iiig {-sniM? 
of aiigtir; for tlio Totter, ihougU Jivcly^ sceiiii. gtKid- 
iiatnreil aiul friendly.] 


Idfworth, Aug. tlu! .'U fit, 172S, 
pleasure I hatl in reading your letter 
was greatly allayed by the pain you said you 
hiul in writing it. I think myself very iinlueky 
to occasion the last, wliere I would only bestow 
tlie first; but, pom^ romh/e f/c mal/ietir, I find 
one lias been in my jiower, and I fear the other 


^ Tlic smiud vvift‘ i»f Htniry, hon\ Bidingbrokt*, nf uhuiu 
innrc* 
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never can be so* I never happened to see 
the ncwfjpapCL* that gave an ^ account of your 
illncssj so am ignorant both of the nature of 
that, and of the nietliod you took to cure it; 
but whatever that mclhotl was, I dare answer 
for it, it is with great injustice you call it folly, 
I have two good reasons for what I say : the 
one is, your approving it, and the other is, the 
world coridcmiiing it. 1 give the last not as an 
equal, but as a corroborative ju'oof to the first, 
of what I asserted ; for I tliiFik I have sometimes 
known the world judge right, but I am sure 
never knew you act wrong, I long to have it 
under your band that you arc quite well, that I 
may know what it is to have a pleasure unmixed 
with pain. 

The place = your letter was dated from recalled 
a thousand agreeable things to my remembrance, 
which I flatter myself you do not quite forget- 
I wish I could persuade myself that you regret 
them, or that you could think the tea-table more 
welcome in a morning if attended (as formerly) 
by the Schaiz, If that were possible, it would 
be the means (and the only one at this time) to 


* See noxt letter. 

- llmtjptoh Cuurt. 

^ Prob:iljly H hy ?ome of tlie Gannaii part of tbr 

court, of or chctHcr ^ a nirknanio, aii h u'ouJcT si^in, 
givL‘n to Lnriv' and ^mctiino^=i to Lurd H(:rvcy. ftj tliiM plm'i: 
it protiubly includes his lorilslup, whose absence ht^ 

lady regrets. 
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make me wish to exchange Ickworth for any 
other dwelling irf England. I really believe a 
^Jrizelation would be a surer means of restoring 
my spirits than the exercise and hartshorn I 
now make use of I do not suppose that name 
still subsists } but pray let me know if the thing 
itself does,*and if they meet in the same cheer¬ 
ful manner to sup as formerly. Arc ballads or 
epigrams the consequences of those meetings ? 
Is good sense in the morning, and wit in the 
evening, the subject or rather the foundation 
of the cojiversatioii ? Ttiat is an unnecessary 
question ; I can answer it myself, since I know 
you are of the party j but, in short, do not you 
want poor Tom and Hella-dme as much as I want 
Sxvhs^ (in tlie first place) and them ? 

I pass my mornings at present as much like 
tlsosc at Hampton Court as I can, for I divide 
them between walking and the people of the 
best sense of their time; but the difference is, 
my present ^companions arc dead, and the others 
were quite alive. If you would have ttie good 
nature to add (by your letters) the charms of 
Hampton Court to the pleasures of Ickworth. 


* A cant word, sy'nouymauft, as it seems, witli ^irtaiion, 

^ Poor Tom seems to have l>ecu Ljidy Hcrrey herself; BeUa* 
dine is obviously Mary Belleudcii \ Swiss was Mrs. Howard* 

^ Her bi>i>lfs. 

VOL, I- Y 
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they will be received and acknowledged with 
gratitude by, dear Mrs* Howard, 

Your faithful humble servant, 

M* HEltVEY, 


I beg leave to trouble you with my services 
to all my acquaintance at Ilamjrton Court, 
Pray tel! Miss h’itzwilliam Mr. Eghtmni^ some¬ 
thing better for the Spa, and that 1 suppose 
wlien he returns she will be the better for it 
too. 


HOWARD TO LADY HERVLY- 


Sopt. [ 17 - 28 .] 

Youu latter had given me more real i)leasare 
if I had fun rid less from the licad and more from 
the heart in it, I find, my dear Lady Hervey, I 
want your head and hand to answer your last; 
but I do not w'aut ii Iieart, Ebr I have one truly 
sensible for my friends, and mure capable of 
feeling tharr expressing tenderness* The action 
you compliment mo upon was having niy jaw 
bored, witliout any great probability tliat it 


^ this is :i fittilimijs 
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could do me good j the pain of the operation 
was almost insupportable, and the cfonsequcncc 
was many weeks’ misery, and I am not yet free 
from pain* 

Hampton was very different from the place 
you knew; and to say we wished Tom he- 
pell^ Schatz^ and Bella-dine^ at the tea-table, 
is too interested to be doubted, Trizelaiion^ 
Jlirialion^ and dangltaiion^ are now no more, 
and nothing loss than a Lepoll can restore them 
to life ; but to tell you my opinion freefy, the 
people you now converse with are much more 
alive tlian any of your old accjuaintauce; but 
tell me, Liuly llcrvey, do none of your morning 
ooinpaiuoTiH warm your heart as well as your 
imagination? You see 1 cannot forgive you all 
the wit in your last letter. Is it because I sus¬ 
pect your sincerity P or do I ctivy \vhat f cannot 
possess ? No matter which; you may still always 
triumph : the world, though you allow it to be 
blit sometimes in the I'iglit, wnll do yon a justice 
that I deny you. You will always he admired ; 
and even I, tliat condemn you, find linust love 
you w'itli all my I)cart. 


Y e 
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LADY HERVEY TO MRS. HOWARD, 


Ickw^>rtlij Oc:t, the ?tli, 172 R. 

Less rhetoric than yon (dear Mrs-Howard) 
are mistress of, would be sufficient to convince 
me how very little merit I have, I should give 
it as inucli credit, bnt it would not give me so 
inuch grief from any otlier body as yourself: it 
la a very bitter pill, which you have forced down 
iny throat, and it required at least as much gild¬ 
ing as you have bestowed upon it, in saying you 
cannot help loving me j but even that will not 
Ttiake me swallow it without uneasiness- Tlie 
unpleasantness ui* the taste still remains in my 
mouth, and it requires many sweet things to 
remove it- 1 hope yon design to administer 
them, and very soon, I sliall with impatience 
expect a whole jiaper full- 

As to the admiratim} I ani to receive (and for 
which you stand godmother to the W'orhl), I do 
assure you I know myself too well to exj)cct it, 
and the world too well to desire it, 1 should 
be vastly more i)Ieased w'itli, and vain of your 
approl)atian, tiuui of the admiration of all that 
misjudging herd which comprise (what in that 
sense) we call tfic mirld; but I find I am in tliis, 
as in most other things, too unw^orthy to deserve* 
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and too unlucky to obtain, what I most earnestly 
wisli; for I have lately been in a situation which, 
could I as well represent as feel, would make 
you pity me, I have had frequent accounts 
from my lord of his being very much out of 
order abroad ; and at home I have had the pain 
of seeing, and the fatigue of nursing, Lady Ann‘ 
in a violent, and for a great while dangerous 
distemper* I wish she may yet be safe ; if she 
does mend, it is as slowly as can be conceived, 

I pass twelve or thirtecTi Jiours a day in her 
room, and dine by her bed-side at seven or eight 
o'clock at niglit, I can never leave her whilst 
her fever is upon her, for slje will take nothing 
hut from me, nor do any thing but at my re¬ 
quest, Lord and Lady Bristol are in the greatest 
concern for her, 'flic latter has been herself 
so ill, that for many days she has not been able 
to bear going into her daughter's room. In ^ 
sliort, it is a most nielaiicholy distracted lamily, 
and I see very little prospect of Lady Ann's re¬ 
covering for a great while, if at all. 

My spirits (wliich, you know, w^ere once very 
good) are so much impaired, that I question if 
even Hampton Court breakfasts could recover 
them, or revive the Scliatz ", who is extiugiiiylicd 




' Hor sifttor-iii-law, 

® Tlic Schatz liftrc rtie^ins Hcrivy licrsclf* 
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in a fatigued nurse* a grieved sister* and a me¬ 
lancholy wife. When I consider what improper 
ingredients these are to make an agreeable cor- 
respomlent* I must beg pardon for taking up 
your time so long, though, if you knew how 
pleased I am to converse with yon any way, and 
how very little else I have to please me, you 
would think I had more merit in releasing you 
now, than blame in having detained you so 
longj and as most people arc apt to require 
reward for their merit, rather than think they 
deserve punishment tor their faults, you must 
not wonder I tlcsire and even expect to hear 
from you soon, 

I am, &c- 

iVL 11 nnvEY, 


LOUD CflFSTKRFiPLD TO MEtS, IlOWAJU). 


[_\\ LI 


Oct. 2L [I72S.] 

MADAM, 

I iiort: I need not tell you, with how 
much satisfaction I received the iionour of your 
last letter ; I liad heard of your illjiess from other 
hands, and I could not hear of your recovery so 
agreeably as from your own. I cannot help being 
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very angry at your head for having given us 
botir so much pain ; were it like many ticads I 
am acquainted with, I could easier forgive it; 
but since I am sure it knows how to behave 
itselfi>etter if it pleases, I confess I think this 
wilful misbehaviour is unpardonable. I Iiave 
known some ladies* heads very troublesome to 
others, but at the same time very easy to them¬ 
selves; yours is just the reverse, and only uses 
})oit ill* But however, as I would do justice to 
every body's head, and especially to yours, 1 
do not know whether something may not be said 
ia its defence j your head plainly perceives that 
you are the only person in the world that does 
not value it, and so, from a resentment that 1 
cannot say is entirely unjust, you are the only 
[lerson iti the world it uses ill- However angry 
you he at it, pray cotninit it no more to 
the care of Mr* f Jliesclden, whose ignorance has 
ap|)eared to be very gross in botli cases ; it i-s 
plain he docs not kiio%v a heail from a heart; for 
in my dissection he took one for tlie other* 
Tfiose thick coats he mentions w^ere upon my 
head ; for as for a heart, it can be very well 
attested tliat there was none to be found; and 
moreover, the place where it should Iiave been 
was so dried up, that it was believed the heart 
luid been lost ibr some years.* 

I am extremely sensible of the great honour 
tlie queen docs me in accepting of tlie china 1 
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took tlie liberty to offer: I have sent it this day 
by a sloop, directed as you commanded, and 
under the care of Mj\ Cliardiii, who goes to 
England. Her majesty need not apprehend 
being bribetl by me; she is only to be bribed by 
merit, a bribe which it is not in my pov^er "to 
olFer. 

I must inforjn you that there is an extreme 
fine Chinese !>ed window curtains, chairs, &c,, 
to be sold for between 70/. and 80/,; if you 
should have a jnind to it for Marble Hill, and 
can find any way of getting it over, I wiil, with 
a great deal of [deasiire, obey your commands. 

As it may possibly be thouglit extraordinoiy 
that 1 give no entertainment here upon Ids ma¬ 
jesty's coronation'^ day, I must beg the favour 
of you, when you iiave an opportunity, to let 
drop in a proper place, that my house is yet so 
full of workmen, that I have not a room Iodine 
in ; I hope to make amends upon the birtli-day \ 

I am sure all I can do, will not express the 
duty and gratitude I feel, not only for past 


^ Of that furniture the iiatue of whicli, from Chinesr, M'as 
<'ontractc<l into chinis^. 

'* nth OtlnhiT* 

* 30th Ottol>er (10th Nov. N.S,) It appears by the pcs 
ritHlic;tl pajieri^ uf tlio (hiy that Lf(rc! birih-^ay 

(aktertainnieuts ucre in the lughe^jt style of spJendourj prvs 
fusion, und luagnhicenee. 
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marks of his majesty's goodness^ but for late 
lissuraiices of fresh ones, » 

I hope the chapter * ** at Windsor has had the 
desired effect as to Miss Fitzwlliam^ though, 
with submission, I think she judged it wrong to 
put her hopes upon that day, for upofi those 
occasions tlie performers expect to be admired 
themselves, and have not time to admire others, 
Metliinks I see her, like a second ^ Princess of 
Cleves, suiting her knots and apparel to the 
colours of her muchJoved duke, but happier in 
being free from the prior but cruel engagements 
to a Prince of Clevea, 

I am very sorry that Lord Herbert has been 
convinced by experience that herbs and water 
arc not preservatives against a fever: if his 
friendship for Fop could prevail with him to 
follow his example at dinnci and supper, I be¬ 
lieve it would be better for him, ® The Duchess 
of Richmond, who arrived here last week, makes 
you a great many compliments ; she is extremely 
well, and grown fat, 

I would make you a great i»any excuses, if I 
knew how, for troubling you so long; hut for 
want of them I must only beg you will forgive 


* Of tlic Gartor. 

■' Tlie hcroiHc ^>fMaHaine Fayotfe'g novel, 

** eldest ilaiig'litor aiul co-}iclr of Williamj first of 

C:tdo|:'aji. 
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the tediousnesR, iii favour of the esteem and re¬ 
spect of, • 

Yours, &c* 

CjiESTEnrrEi-D. 


THE nUCHESS f)F [\fAIir>TK)nt)U(}H TO THE 
HON. aEOHGK BERK 1 ‘:LEY. 


[Htjnriettaj eldtjst ilaughlu^r of the Dukfl of Msu't- 

and inlioritc^T of title. Slio was married to 
tlnj Ron ijfijci' fatUtTs frioiuli Lord (jfKUdpldii 5 l>iit died in 
1738^ cbildlcsH, and tlie issue uf Ijcr iie\t Bister, Lady Suiv* 
dcr]noi]| siutct’H^dod tn tlui ducliy of MuidWroiigli. Tliu 
duel I ess was extremely attached to Mr. Couj^rei'Cj nod ilieir 
ihtiniiicy gave ufFeiu'e^ vvliich was iiuudi Indurued !>y Con¬ 
greve's boi^u cat king to licr gnu^ Uic bulk of Ids fortune, 
and tkc tluclieaa's making a too Hplemlid funeral pomp for her 
friend; and the following letters, ^vritten with lier own kand, 
prove the anxiety of her feelings on this oeeasloti. Congreve 
died on the J fitli January, in Snrrey-street, u houoe his Uuly 
was reinovod to the Jerusalem ChamlHO', in IVestiiiTiisI er 
Abliey^ where it lay in state cm the 2 fitli, aud w:is the sEinie 
evening cftrHc^tl witli great solemiuiy to Henry VJIth's 
Chapel, where the fuiiorid servieo wils performed, after 
which it was interred in tlie smith transept of the Ahht'y- 
The duchess erectc<T a inoiuunent to him, aud wrote, her¬ 
self, Ins epitaph ; which docs inore credit to her friendsTiip 
than to her orthography.] 


Jan. 22 , 1728 - 9 . 


SIR, 

1 afusT tltisire you to be one of the six * 


' rall-heanrrs. Tliey wujv the l>iikr of Hridgeuali'c, flu' 
Earl of fbidoJphin (the dueluWs husWticI), Lord ('idihatu, the 
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next Sunday upon this very melancholy occa¬ 
sion* I always used to think you had a respect 
for him, and I would not have any there that 
had not* 

I am, &c* 

Marlborough* 


THE DUCHESS OF MAltLUOROUGH TO MR. 

IJFllKELEY. 


Jfto, 28, 1728-9. 

SIR, 

Tiir last letter* I writ to you was upon 
always having thought that you had a respect, 
and a kind one, for Mr* Congreve- I dare say 
you believe I could sooner think of doing the 
must monstrous thing in the world than send¬ 
ing any thing that was liis, where 1 was not 
persuaded It would be v^alucd* The number 
of tlieui I think so of^ are a miglity few in¬ 
deed j therefore I must always be, in a parti¬ 
cular manner. 

Yours, &c. 

Marlborough. 


Eiui*l Wilmingtuii, Mr. Cotir^o IlL^rkclcy, :iml 
Cliin'chiU. 

* kttor dt»C£t uut a]>i)car; it jm^buljfy ju;coiikpujii4!<l ;t 

j ijjf' or nioimiriaJ of Couyrcio, 
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EAUL OF ILAY TO MRS, HOWARD. 


[P.42.] 


[April, 1/290 


IVIADAM, 

I iiAVK been confined several days 
with a violent cold, but this morning 1 ventured 
out to try if I could seive poor 'Jack’s lamilyr 
and I can with great pleasure acquaint you that 
I look upon tile business as done, anJthat in the 
handsomest manner imaginable. I liave reason 
to believe the queen has prevented all applica¬ 
tions either from the family or their competitors, 
by declaring her intentions to support the dis¬ 
tressed. It is possible that it may not yet be 
jjroper to let it be known, but I could not delay 
a momeiiL niaking you happy in the good news. 

1 am, &c- 


Ilay. 


^ I pro.^utuf! til is nlimlos to tlju (ieath of his iiiiclf, Mr. John 
C^mplK'll of Muiinnnre, irho.Ht* son, Jubn, the liusbjinil of Mjiry 
itftorirards to tbe (lufcfdoin t Mr. ('iiinp- 

bflll, senior, holil the office of snrreyor of the ting's worksj 
iiiul died 14tli April, 1/20, k;ivitig a large family. 
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LADY HEnVEY TO MRS, HOWARD. 


[P- J8I.] 


Ickwortli, July ?, I?29. 

I AM not at all siirpri.scd to hear that 
the maids of honour have suffered by the inclc-i- 
mency of the weather: people who are so '/ro- 
Ucksorne as to expose themselves to the night*- 
air, must expect to suffer by it; but I think 
people who are of such very hot constitutions 
as to want to be refreshed by night walking, 
need not disturb others who arc not altogether 
so warm: as they are, it was very lucky that 
looking over letters till it was late, prevented 
some people being in bed, and in their first sleep, 
otherwise the infinite wit and merry pranks 
of the youthful maids might have been lost to 
tlte world. As for Mrs. M.^ it is a sad pity 
that all this time nobody has had the charity 
to find her better employment in the night 
than to fling people’s windows open five or six 


^ This rcliites to sonic frolic of tire nialils of lionour at Kcti- 

* M iss Mciuloirs, oitCj autl now tlic senior^ uf ihe inaidy of 
homnrr; n hose ratity, or prudery, as they culled it, used to 
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times. Mrs*D I am apt to believe, will repent 
of her part of this pretty recreation ; her aunt 
will inform her to some purpose of the ill-nature 
of endeavouring to frighten any one out of their 
senses, and of the indecency of being at such 
an hour in the garden, where it was supposed 
they hoped to find better entertainment than 
barely opening and rattling at windows. Miss 
V.^ and Miss F. had either the good fortune or 
the good^nature to be out of this witty inven¬ 
tion, and it would have been full as well for the 
others if they had been so too, especially for 
poor old Mf€adows)j who should now take more 
care of herself, not being able as formerly to go 
through such expeditions- It is really very well 
that others had more good-nature than these 
fine ladies, and could'prevail on themselves not 


:imiLse tlio witti ot tljc ctiurt. In Pipe's aiisivcr Miss Hotve's 
What is prudi-ry? we arc tolil that^ — 

'I'js a fear tlial; (starts at sltadows; 

’Tis (tiOj *tia irt) like Miss Meadows. 

lu tlio court iKitlad ho says, that, alas ! he cannot, 

Liiko McadowSj mil to scrmrtiui* 

And in one of Dnddingtoii's d'eJipnts he aaj s, 

As chajti/} as Hervey or Mias Mcadon'S." 

^ iVIiss Dives. 

* Proiiably Miss Vane and Miss Fi tie will lain. It seems 
that tlicjse f^ay young ladies did not imrtake of a fridic in 
ivhSeh their seniors vvere iiivolveil. 
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to tell the queen of tliis; but they must not 
always expect so much moderation ; people will 
not always bear such impertinences. I know 
not if you had any thing to do in this; but you 
have an extreme convenient door into the gar¬ 
dens ; so has Mrs, *S(wj*7)h^ who> if she had health 
enough^ had certainly good-nature enough to 
be a party concerne<h 

I very much applaud your discretion in ® rc^ 
tiring whenever you beheld the clouds gather; 
but I own I suspect you of bragging when you 
tell me of avoiding the sunshine ; to niy certain 
knowledge, that is a precaution that has long 
been unnecessary^; no, indeed, my dear madam, 
the ami has not darted one beam on you a great 
while. You may freeze in the dog-days, for all 
the warmth you will find from our SoL I am 
not at all amazeil to find his royal highness is so 
scorched; the sun shines so kindly on him at 
this distance, that to be sure when it comes 
near him it must be very violent. I expect to 
see him next winter with the complexion of a 
West Indian, 

I shall certainly obey your commands to Lord 
Hervey, who I am very sure will think himself 


Jaiu', cliiu^htcr tif Speakt'r Siiiitli, lix'tlcliaintjcr-wonjJLn, 
\iTu\ Hftrrwiinls to tlie Duke of Cunklierfaiifl. 

" M rn. llowari) kad* tis eiirlv I72R, itmclc* an to 

retire from runrtj, im<l MilK4eque]itfy re|>ouUH) iUl:liou;:}i 
not timilfy retire till 

^ An illusion tn thi' derliiie of Mrs. I lot^ard'A favour. 
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happy to be remembered by you^ but would 
be still more pleased could he be of any service 
to you, I had a letter from him last M^eek, in 
which he gives me a very good account of his 
health} and a dreadful one of an earthquake 
that lia’ppcned the day he writ to mc> and was 
far from being over when he begun his letter* 
He tells me money is so scarce at Florcrce that 
for a little of it one may have very fine things 
tlicre: if you care to make any use of Isis virid 
and their poverty, write your commands to Ivim 
immediately, that they may find him still tliore- 
I shall depend on the promise you have made 
me to amend for tfic future, and let me hear as 
often from you as it is easy to youj so often as 
it would be agreeable to me I cannot expect, 
for you would then have no other employment* 
I^ady Bristol toils me you Inive been so kind to 
say you will take care oi" ^‘George, whenever 
his uncle carries him to court. If you will do 
him that favour ncNt tiuiKlay, and desire niy 
brother to carry him to and from court, you will 
very much oblige both my son and myself* I 
hope you will be as secret as I have been obe¬ 
dient in sending you the account you desired* 

I would plead some merit in the readiness of my 


" Gcorf^c, ber eblo^st fton, now eight 3"ear8 of age ; be seems 
to linrus li(,*en a page of firm our. He was afterwards second Eurl 
of Bristol, ami died iii 1775* unmarj-it'f). 
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compliance, if I did not believe you know every 
thing too well to be ignorant that the pleasure 
I take in giving you any, destroys the merit I 
might otherwise claim for obeying your orders 
the moment I received them. 

Dear Mrs. Howard, adieti! 


LADY IIERVEY TO MRS. liOWARD. 


Ickvrtntli^ July 21, 1729. 

The post after I received dear Mrs. Howard*s 
conimaiuis 1 obeyed them, and gave my lord the 
satisfaction of knowing he might be of sonic 
service to you. I am sure, if he executes your 
commission witli as much success as he will 
with pleasure endeavour it, Marble Hill wull 
receive some considerable addition to its present 
beauty. 

I cannot sufficiently thank yon for the kind, 
and consequentiy agreeable, things you said to 
me in your last letter; and if, after such an as¬ 
surance of your good-will, I should again seem 
to doubt of it, depend upon it, it will only be 
for the pleasure of making you repeat what I 
shall always be pleased to hear* and industrious 
to deserve. Give me but the satisfaction of 
hearitig often from you wfuoi we are asunder, 
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and of conversing frequently with you when we 
are near, anti I will then make 110 more doubt 
of your attbetion than I do now of your under¬ 
standing, and will be less importunate to receive 
marks of your inclination tfian solicitous to give 
you jiroofs of mine- 

I took care, for t!ie reasons yoii gave me, not 
to mention the l^alls or suppers to a certain 
^person; but somebody less prudent or leas good- 
natured fuid iiifoniimi her of them uM : though, 
to be sure, tliis intelligence was ilbmeant, yet 
it has turned out very \vell- Whether it is 
Giving to the ^gentleness of her temper, or her 
want of experience, T cannot tell, but tlie poor 
thing irt perfectly easy, and seems to apprehend 
no infidelity oti ^Iuh part. I am apt to believe, 
she depends on tlm superiority her full-blown 
cl larms hav'e over tfie fnjddiug beauties of'those 
three girls ; but she does not consider that some 
men have a gi'ccn-sickness in their taste, and 
prefer the tasteless trasli of * forty to the ripe 
delicious fruit of fifty-five, I wish tins may 


' ’ frt>py. Liuly Imii Ix-cu ciglit yoars a ^nmduiPtlier, 

and was af a vi'ry touiiM-i *; hut it w tn ho])OfJ that 

the hittenif'ss of f^aily i w,ts not r^uile dohcmsth 

^ It u'liuld seeiJi as if tueaiit l^in'd IIorlKu^t. 

* 1-ady I lervay would proliahly liavo ^>aid if ^hc had 

(M)t 1>prli writing to a faily of fnrls^* 
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not be the case* If it is, I but one thing 

she can do> which is, to resign the son, and be 
content with tlic father, who is, by what one 
may judge frojn several things she lets fall, fast 
bound in her chains. Is it not surprising how 
a young creature of her age can already have 
so much management as to be one of the first 
favourites witli the wile at ttie same time that 
she is beioved by the ^father and son? Would 
one not wonder tliat she should not have l)oeTi 
the occasion of some dissensions in tliat family? 
Notluiig but tlie exceeding sweetness of her 
temper, prudence of her belnivionr, and artfuU 
ness of her conduct, could iiavc brought this 
about* I always thouglit tliere was nothing like 
ijcr, and I am tlaily condrincd in this opinion, 

I find there is a great deal of wit stirring in 
town- I liave sceu a collecdoii of pictures, 
some of wliich arc admirably good, others I do 
not understand, and some lew I tlo not much 
like* I think there might bo groat and good 
additions to them : I fancy every boily adds 
something as they read them* Tlierc are sunie 
originals, both in your family and in mine, that 
would not only increase, but embellish tlio col¬ 
lection’—'tion’t you tliink so? 1 shall be obliged 


* Proil^^llTy Lfjrrl Ponibrnl^c. Tin* unist^ it i> 
have l>ecti idatonii:, as Lord IVtnbrnEve aiiiJ 

t.fiwlv sbtv. 

■ 4 
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to you if yoiT will Jet me know what is doing in 
the world; but I sliall be more indebted to you 
if you will inform me what I can do that will 
best prove to you liow sincerely I am dear 
IVTrs* Howard’s faillifiiJ and obedient liuinble 
servant, 

Play, when you arc so kind to write to me, 
get sometimes one body, sometimes another, to 
direct your letters ^ for curiosity being one of 
the reigning passions in a certain person {I*adij 
TJrvA/o/), i love prodigiously both to excite and 
to baffle it. 


CHAHACTERUSTIC IJ8T OF PTCTURES, 

nKFF.RHRtl TO IN THE PRErEHlNC I-ET'I'l-inL FROM I-ADV 

VEV. 


illea of tbe jv\L tTe^prib liiis Iteen frequently 

ii.sccl, ;indj it niuy be rImisciI- This is the Krst 

luf^tiiure of it with \vliif-Ji the Kilitor aeqiiaintccl^ in point 
of (liite, though not peHiftpa the first in ptjiiit nf wit. If 
there \rere ^nino allusions^ wJiirh even Hervey tlhl not 

uuderfitnndj it will forgiven to tlic Editor if some of hrjii 
cxpIfLinatioiiiFi shnll be uusatisfactory.] 


A Flower Piece. By the Speaker. 

[[Arthtir Onsiowj Sjvcakcr <tf the IIr>use of Com¬ 
mons from 17 ^^? I7fi7. 'the allusion is prnbahly 
to his |y>nipons and Rnd mannci'-l 
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A miraculouK Draugitt of Fishes. By Sir R. 
Walpole. 

[Alludliifr citlicr to Ilia ostraordinary majorities in 

)*iirliaririeiit [ *»r to the tiumbev of gruRt he liail 

oliLiiJicil fur liLiLisclf anti hi:) family,] 

The Graces. By H. Walpole. 

[Old Horace Walp>le Wfis^^iitgalurty imooutli. See 
p. 23(K] 

A Distant Prospect. By W. .Siiippen. 

[Shipjwn was a a ardenl. mid the restoni- 

tiiiii of the Stuju'ts was n<ivv a very disiant profipect, 
iris attachment tu the oxilctl family was an ^^reat, 
tliat when lie timh tlio oath of allcgiantx; to CJeo* 
IKj Sir Robert VValpolo pretending that Ship{>eti 
hisiRMl hi^ thumb iu^stcad of tlie hotik, made him re¬ 
peat tlie ceremony : SJiippeu only replied good-hii- 
inuuredfy^ Ah^ Robin, that s not fair/'] 


A Town on Fire, By Mr. Pulteney. 

[Alludingprobably to the fire ef hiseloi|aeiice, and 
the vigour of ids character; or jM^rhaps, Jess euoi^ 
plinienUrily.it may ineaD that he w as au iwccJVf/fViry.] 

Ttie Four Seasons. By Mr. VVinningtoii* 

[Wilmington was extremely variable anil incon¬ 
sistent ; but he wa^i so amiahle, that it was thuiight 
a reasimable exciiye of Sir (\ H. Williams*^ insanity, 
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tJi say that it was produced by grief for Winniug- 
lon's doatli.J 

A Ni^lit-sliadc. Jiy Sir J. Rus and co- 

Icurcil by Mr, Sands. 

[Sir J. HushoiJt had siit in parliament ever since 
!7l0. He waa a fcquent iirul vehenient ftpeakerj 
ajHl ivas Mfr J*nlteiiey*3 scmnd in liia celchratcfl 
duel witli Lurd H<'rvc'j% in January, 17J0. Mr* 
tSainlys, nicknamed the was a vehe¬ 

ment dehiiter^ aiul na clvuht Coloured dccpli/ Ilia 
pirtiires fpf the nial-adniiriistnitioii of WalpoleJ 

A Still Lite, liy Mr. Uodington. 

[Thecelebrated George Buhh r)odingtr>i>,a inaii ot 
great wit inicl [ileaijaiitry, but liia nmEiiier, Jike the 
late Trord Nurtli's^ was heavy, and ev'eij drowsy-— 
Cumlierlaud thusdeaeribeshiui: “ Dt¥lijigtoiij,li>lliiig 
in his chair, in perfect apjtthy and self-mnnuind, 
tbi^ing and even snoring at intervals in Ids letliargic 
way, broke out ever3^ luiw :nid then into gleams and 
dashes of iijt ainl hurnunr*^* See Ctandtriandy p. 

A Mint, rSy Mr* liootic. 

QAItenvards Sir Thomas Huotle, chancellor to 

Frcderiek, Priiiee of Wales, a dull, confusietb and 
larmal matu] 

A Diitcli Martiago. IJy Sir Wm. Young. 

C-S ir \V. Young, K. and seci ctary nt war; of 
wboin Horace Waljndc relatcsj, that Sir fhilK‘rt used 
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to say that nothing short of his talents could have 
supported his diaractcr, and nothing hut his cha- 
rcieter could have kept down hia talents. The al¬ 
lusion here tncant is not easily traeech 8ir Wil- 
limn Jowl IkkjU div'orcedj hi I 7*24| from Mary Heath- 
cotc, iiTul vvas now proliably liKjkiug fuit for another 
wife. In September^ 172U, he made un litiglish 
match with Aniie^ daiiglitcr of Lord Howard of lif- 
iingham.^ 


A Mountain in Labour. \iy Sir W, Lawson. 

QSir Wilfred Lawsonj M. P* for Coc*kernn>uthj had 
been of the late king's lA^d-churtihcr^ hut liad )>ccomc 
a fn;i|ueiil sjieaLer in opposition to Walpole* He 
died ill 17 *^ 7 .] 

A Judas, iiy Lord lioliiigbiokc, 

[^Juilas lietraycfl his mastery but if Lord Boling- 
broke is not luucfj lichofb he Ix'trayed at least iioo 
masters.] 


A Naked Modesty—i'ul) lengtli. By Lortl Oage. 

LHioinas, lirst Vis<'oiint Gage. He was a [h:cu- 
liarly active and zealous puUtieiaTi, and parttcuhtrly 
tlis^i^lgui^bed hiiusidf, in 1 by the exposure of 
some fciiucls in the sale <d‘tbe Deruciitwafer estak'.s* 
lie had I>eori, honcver, unluckily involved in some 
afthirs which did not make any strong inijiressiou 
of his eontinoiu e or modesty-] 
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AJupiter and Ganymede, after the Italian man* 
ner. !By Lord Th-, 

A jieat Piece of Needlework, in u gilt frame. 
By Lord Castles. 

[Jnliii, cigiitli Karl of Cassilis, born in 1700, itnd 

at tins thilo pruliiiMy ii ^;iy vniuig fellyw alxjllt: 
tinrn. Tho f'liitu' nf a dund^ is tnf> sljort4ivofl to 
onalilo iis to explain fhe alhisfyn ; but it 
st'em* IVtun an evput uf liis afUrr-life, that Jn.sdiarac- 
tfr Mas weak and timith far a little liefnve hia^dcath 
in I To 11 j be ttHik advauifigi; of' ft is Tiilfes iibsm<'V at 

(I dttfi tn oxecufo a ctmvev^uiu^^ nf Ins estate tf^ a di- 

■ 

slant reliilioiij wlio lici'Ame nintli Earl of Cassilis, but 
\v!inse iiitei'esis tbe latly npjH>sed»J 

A Sen Piece- IJy I-ortl Malpafs. 

[Had l>eou muster of the rni>os to George tbe First, 
and WHS nuvr a lord of the admiralty ; an olficc *iot 
numb suited tn bis previous habits, Jf the lUt had 
(m^on dated a few years later* tins n nuld have been 
tbtjugiit tW allusicm to the strange lU'^ideiit of hia 
lady's enrjjse U'ing hfiipwrerked on its way home; 
but this took place iji 1733.] 

A Piece ol‘Devotion* By Co], Chartres. 

[This irony ucedsj no explanation.] 

Rejoicing' of the Bees at the Exclusion of the 
Drones, By several Hands belonging to the 
Administration. 
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A Sea Figlit.. By Admiral Cavendish. 

[Pliilip Cavendisli, lateljr promoted to be a rear-' 
admiral, was ver}'' unpopular for bis conduct in an 
action fonglit in Di'cenober, 171^, in which he com¬ 
manded a sfnall s<|uadnm of three ghips, which made 
a drawn Imttic witli three S]ianisli ships off Cape St, 
Vincent, After this he never actually commanded 
at sea, but in J 742 was made a lord of the admiralty. 
He died in 17440 

Peter knocking at tJie Door. By Mr. Lock. 

[^An allusion to Mr, Williaiu I^ock, who was, tu the 
}xiHiament tliat met in 1727, an iinsuccessfal |ieti- 
tioiier for Seaford.] 

A Gcntlemau ; three-quarters- By Mr- Hope- 

[Tlmmas Hope, Esrp Mh P, for Maidstone, The 
allusion is obvious—that lie was not a finished geiitle- 
niaiu] 

Virgin- By Lord Harboroiigh- 

f Bcuuet, first Earl of HEirhorougli, married Mary 
(liciress of Sir II* Cidvert), wlm died Ijcforc him, 
leaving no issue; and when he was created Earl of 
flarlKirough, in 1714, tlie title, in failure of issue 
male, u'us settled on his ; a sin^niar provision 

in the oise of a man not aliove thirty-seven years of 
age, and who lived eighteen years longer* The ,il- 
lusions to Lord Harl>orongh's want of gallantry are 
freipient in the letters of the da}".] 
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A Face, after the manner of Kuhens, By Mn 
Corker. 

[Mr. Robert Corltetj member for Plympton, was a 
bm vivnnt^ and remarkable for tlic rubicuodity of 
luit countenance.^ 

A Head, unhnistied. By Lord Townshend. 

[Sir Rtjberf "VValpole's brotlier-in-JaWj grandfather 
of George, first Marquis Toimshend, and of the 
metcur Charles Toirnsheink The heads of the 
Townshends, thongl* very clever^ liavc been always 
considered to be lit some ros|iects unfinished. 

The Nine Muses. By Lord W, P. 

[Probably Lord William Paulet, younger son of 
the first Duke of Tiolton^ whose want of literature 
was notorious, and has l)ccn already noticed in p. 293* 
He died Sept. 25j I729j «et. sixty-four*] 

The Siege of Gibraltar. By the Duke of B. 

[The object and ineaniiig of this allusion is lost* 
It pr<^bably regarded the Duke of Bolton, vHio was 
in the tu'niy. He was deprived of his regiment in 
I733j for his opjmsition to the minister.] 

Ruins* By Mr. Peter Walter. 

QPeter Walter w:w a celebrated scrivener and 
money-lender, who enriched himself hy the rnln of 
a grtiat number of persons. Pope thng commemorates 
him: 

" What '.s property, dear Swift? you see it alter 
From me to yon, from you to Peter 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD TO MRS, HOWARD. 


Hague, July 26, 1739. 

MADAM, 

Tnii just apprehensions 1 had of 
being entirely forgot were agreeably removed 
by the honour of your letter of the 8th, and you 
have made me the only amends you could for so 
long an intermission of your correspondence. 

The account you give me of Lord Herbert’s 
journey to Paris is very satisfactory, and con¬ 
vinces me of the truth of a common observation; 
that little regard is to be had to history, espe¬ 
cially to the causes generally assigned by histo¬ 
rians for great events. 1 confess his Lordship’s 
journey had raised my curiosity, as it did the 
speculations of all Europe, and has been va¬ 
riously accounted for; but the true reason has 
not been guessed. Some thought that he was 
ordered to go and cruize in the Mediterranean , 
till the arrival of the Beets; others thought he 
was sent to Paris, to show that in him alone we 
were able to fulfil all our engagements. For my 
own part, I (who am not apt to refine) con¬ 
cluded that the court of France only desired to 
liave him there in the absence of Banniercs. In 
short, every one judged according to his hopes 
or his fears. But no doubt those powers that 
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were so apprehensive of his motions wjH think 
themselves very well off' when they sliall come 
to know tluit for this time his Lordship only 
meditates the destniction of tied wigs* I can 
tell him for his comfort, that tlicre is not such a 
thing in France now as a tied wig, but they all 
wear either tlieir own liair, or little wigs that 
they call fjo?me{s. 

I assure you, you need not be alarmed at 
what Lord ^ Albemarle and Mrs*® Macartney are 
pleased to call my magnificence j for it is nothing 
like it, and only what is barely necessary: and 
as for the expense, l-should be very sorry to be 
a gainer by this or any other employment that 
the king may ever think fit to give me* What¬ 
ever my actions may be, interest shall never be 
thought to influence them ; and if I can procure 
any credit to my master or my self i at the ex¬ 
pense, not only of what he allows me, but even 
of my own, I shall think it very well bestowed, 

I find, by your account, that Kensington is 
not at present the seat of diversions* I wish we 
could find a way of joining companies, which 


^ WUliaiti A him: Kep^jel, Rccondi Earl of Albemarle; 

in to Liuly Anne Lennox, only daughter of the 
first OiiJio llirhtiioiiil. 

PerhapH the \vife of General Macartney, Lonl Mohnn's 
lit his duel M'itli the nitke nf ^'Iio was the 

wifloir nf General Umiglas^ hut fier famtly name is uot kiunru. 
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might possibly prove to our mutual advantage; 
for the Hague is at present very empty, and 
we are reduced to two or three families. The 
women here have one way of animating the 
conversation, which perhaps might be of use to 
you at Kensington, that is by quarrelling and 
scolding one another. We are about twenty 
that sup constantly together every night; and a 
supper never ends without a quarrel between 
two or three of the finest women there. If the 
maids of honour did not live in that perfect 
friendship tliat they do, you might have that 
amusement at Kensington too: but, considering 
their union, it is not to be expected. I hope 
that during this interval of your diversions I 
may put in my claim for a part of your idle 
time; which, since it aflbrds you no pleasure, I 
beg you will employ it iu bestowing a very great 
one upon yours, &c. 

Chesterfield, 

I made your compliments to Lady Albemarle, 
who returns you a great many. 
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THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY TO MRS. HOWARD. 

CP. 188 .: 


j^It is lioped that the reader hIII j>artjerj)ate Lady Orkney^H«a^ 
gui^h in re;Mtrti^ of the errors eoiuiiiitted by her .servants in 
attending on their majesties at an entertainment at Clifderij 
on the 30 tli of July* In justice hawc’t'cr to her Ladysliipj 
we think it right to siiVj that the public never iKireeived any 
of these inistfikes which so inueh artUcUnl her; atul lier fete 
at Cllfdeti was celebrated in its day tm a most splendid and 
successful eutertHinnieut.] 


Ciifdeii, Aug. 5, 17i^9* 

MADAM, 

I givk you this trouble out of the 
anguish of iiiy mind* To have tlic ijLieoii doing- 
us the honour to dine hei'e, and nothing per¬ 
formed in the order it ouglit to have l)oen ! The 
stools whicli were set for tlie royal family, though 
distinguished from ours, whicti I thought right, 
because tlie princess royal sits so at quadrille, 
put away by iny Lord ‘^Granihaiu, and said 
there was no distinction from the princes and 
princesses and the ladies. He directed tlie table- 


* Irlenry D'Auven^u<.wipic, the last Lonl GratUhauk of that 
family, chamberlain to the prince, <uul now chainhcrlain to tJie 
queen. 
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cloth, that there must be two to cover the table ; 
for he used to have it so : in shorty turned the 
servants’ headsr They kept back the dinner too 
long for her majesty after it was dished, and 
was set before the fire, and made it look not 
well dressed, the Duke of Grafton saying there 
wanted a mat ire (VholeL Alt this vexed my 
Lord Orkney so—he tells me, he hopes I will 
never meddle more, if he could ever hope for 
the same honour ; which 1 own I did too much, 
as I see by the success. But having done it for 
the late ^king, and was told tliat tilings were in 
that order, that it was as if his majesty had lived 
here, I ventured it now* But I have promised 
not to aim at it in ore, 

But what I have said shows the greater good¬ 
ness in the queen to be so very easy. I have 
seen condescension in princesses, but none that 
ever came up to lier majesty : nay, not all the 
good you have over said could make me imagine 
what I saw and heard. We all agreed her ma¬ 
jesty must be admired; and, if I may use the 


* On the iith of Stupt. 1721, tho attencll«*<i by diverse 

of the nobility iiiul gentry, went frt^ni Windsor to the Karl of 
Orkney's seat at Cloven den, where his majesty was ina^i^rii- 
fieently enterUitncd at dinner. At bis return to Windsor in 
the evening, his majesty found the town all illiinnuated, and 
was received wjtli loud aec lam at ions of joy, as he had been m 
all the villains through whieb he pasJMjd/' 
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term, it was impossible to see her and not to 
love her* 

¥ 

If you hear of these mismanagements, pray 
be so good to say the house was too little for 
the reception of the queen and so many great 
princes and prhicessesj who, without flattery, 
cannot but be respectedly admired* I thought 
I had turned my mind in a philosophical way of 
having done with the world; but I find I have 
deceived myself^; for I am vexed and pleased 
with the honours I have received* I know from 
your discretion you will burn tiiis, and I hope 
will always believe me, &c. 

E* Ohkney- 


THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSHERRY AND MR. GAY 

TO MRS, HOWARD* 


[Lady^ Catlioniie Hycle, daUfjhter of Heury, Enrl of Clarendon 
anil Rochester, of Charles; I>oufr)a!5j thin) J.>nkc of 
Quoensltcrry* Their affectionate patromif^e and care 

of Gay are well known, and that they the refuBjtl 

of the lord cham tier lain to permit the rcpre&cntatiou of tile 
opera of Poll^ with so much warmth of temper as to be for¬ 
bidden to appear at courts The duke on this, oeca^ton 
resignc<i the lucrative patent ofKce lately conferred on liim. 


' The justest ohscrvatiou of the whole of tliisi strange letter* 



— 1729 — 


35S 


of Vice-Admiral of Scotland; and the dn(;Ueta \^nteil her 
in a sim^aatio anawcr tu tlie royul |>ru]iibiiioni 
On the rupture of f'rcderjtrk Friru-c of Wales with bis father, 
the Duke of Queeushevry acct'pteil a lordsliip of ItiK Ijod- 
chaml)cr, and on tho of CSeo, III* his ^rare \ras 

made keeper of the Scottish signet, and soon after, lord jiifi- 
titte-geueniL W« have already had. In Pojm! and Swift's 
corrcspondenecj sjycciiueiit^nf the goud-hnmuureil pleasantry 
with which Gay and their f^raoos useil to club tlieri' wit, or ra¬ 
ther their idleness, to 5iriiish Icttei-s to tlieirrorrespondeids r 
—tilts collect ion alTonls many instances of the same kind* 
The dnchess was a remarkable beauty in her time,—Pope 
sayG-^with little pyctry or dolicai'y— 


“ Since Queemberry to strip there’s no eoinj>eUtug, 
"Tia friuu a liandmaid wc must take a Helen!" 


Prior, tooj liail cchdiratod her bt‘auty; and, near forty years 
after him, Walpole left on her tcdlet the following doggrcl 
lines, whidi ho thought, to use one of his owu f?iprcssioiis, 
genfeel : 


Tit many a Kilty Lov^c his ear 
Would for a day engage : 
lJut Prior*s Kitty, etjcr fair, 
Hetaiiis it for nit age/' 


A forgotten pwt Ux), of the name of Whitelicad, celebrated 
her octogeniiry charms; and she approached nearer than 
any lady since Helen, to a century of praise* 

It may well be doubtcil, in sjiito of the poets, wl»ether 
she retained her beauty; but sly; wm very remarkable for 
retaining all through her long life the dress of her early days* 
This, whicli in nuHleriition would have Ivcn rcsjicctabfe, was 
puahed to an extrentc wliich made Tier in her latter years a 
VOL, U 
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Aiibjei^t of cons taut atid not flattering ob^serration. But she 
was in odicr points also very jieeuliar. She wTiJhed at the 
coronation of Geo. Ill 5 and Walpole tells us, still ho^ed 
tvrU in Jirr iaclis. lint in another letter, this 

faitliless sw^ain v entures to say* Her affcct^tif>n that day 
was to do nothing pre|Histerous.'^ Several similar allusions 
to the dress and niatitiers In lier latti*r years [irove that her 
grace *s a^lherence to modes in which slie had Iteen once so 
admired had iuccomp an object of ridicule* The duke died 
in 177^^, and the duchess iu 1777* 


Middleton, Aug. P, 1723- 
MY YiEAR MRS. HOWARD^ 

(^j 4 blot hereJ) * 

You ;ire r^jsolved not to send the 
first blot, so you sec I do : pray write soiiictliiiig 
by the first opportinnty, for ttioiigli 1 am as fully 
employed as heart can wish, I find 1 have yet 
time to tliitjk of you. Iain nurprisetl you would 
not send me the crootl news of Lord Herbert's 
safe return, and a great deal of him* For though 
he has h:ul nothing to say for himself, tlicre 
must umloubtedly be a great deal to be said of 
him. What can be said for his inhuman usage 
to so many persons of wit is past imagination, 
Pray tell me if Mrs. Herbert is in waltingp If 
she is, pray make her say any thing to me that 
she pleases j anti pray, to please me, tell me, 
and tell me true, tlidt Mrs* Howard is perfectly 
well- Now that I have written, I think I can¬ 
not fail of your answering, unless you are very 
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imgratefti!^ which I will never believe till I have 
your own word for it* Finis* 

Say something for me very obliging to Mrs. 
Meadows and Mrs* Carteret* 

Mr, Gay borrows the rest of the paper for his 
use* 

C* Q, 


^ I tliink it may be of use to let you know that 
Middleton is near Bicester, iii Oxfordshire. 


(2Vic ^amc hlot that appeared on 
the other side has simk through 
the paperS) 


That blot was of my making, and not on 
purpose, as witness 


^ Queen siijiiiRY. 


Now you know every thing about the blot, I 
will go on with my letter, \Vc do not play at 
cards, and yet the days arc too short for us* I 
know that tins will scarce be cj edited ; yet it is 
true- Wc do not want one anotlier^s company, 
nor arc we tired of one another. This too 
sounds a little incredible ; yet it is true* You 
see that vve that live in the country speak truth 


Tlip iliiSce’H si^ikiitiire to ti panigraph written l,iy Gay< 
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and arc willing that others should think we do 
fto, I wish this may not be interpreted a reflec¬ 
tion by ^somebody that does not understand it: 
so I will not say any more about truth*. 

Tile Duchess made tiiese ^blots, and values 
herself upon it. 

I desire you would send word wliether white 
currants be proper to make tarts : it is a point 
' that we disjuite upon every day, and will never 
be ended unless you decide it. 

The duchess would be extremely glad if you 
could come here tins day scbiniglit; but if you 
cannot, come this day Ibrtnigiit at larthest, and 
bring as many unlikely people as you can to keep 
you company. Have you lain at Marble Hill 
since we left Peters!la in ? Hath tlie duchess an 
aunt ■‘Tlianct alive again ? She says that there 
arc but tw'O people in tlie world that love and 

fear me—and those arc. Lord l>nun(fo/nY^*)5 and 

Lord * Charles. If they were awake, 1 would 
make tlieni love those that I love, and say some¬ 
thing civil to yon. Tlie dncliess hath left oft* 


“ An allusmn to tl*« interprotutiium ^(Vt'u tn uf 

Oav'^ wnrksj partU iilarly the OjH;ra. 

^ The pajK'r hero is sinearett with hha?;* 

* This iM) doubt alludes to Mary Savilloj youjiffcr daugfjtcr and 
co-heir of W. >larf[iiLH of Halifax, and wife of SaevilJe, who 
became on the SOth of July, 1729 , scvciitli P"arl of Tluinct. ^ but 
h<tw any Ijady Thanet was tin; duchess'^ auut doef^ not appear. 

* Her two childrciJ t rhe eldest horn 1722 , the other J 72 H. 
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taking snuff* ever since you have; but she takes 
a little every day. I have not left it off, and 
yet take none; iny resolution not being so 
strong. Though you are a water-drinker yoiir- 
self, I dare say you w^ill be sorry to hear that 
your friends have strictly adhered to that liquor; 
for you may be sure their heads cannot be af¬ 
fected with that. 

General Dormer refused to eat a wlieat-ear, 
because tfiey call it here a fern-knacker; but 
since he knew it was a \v!ieat-car, he is ex¬ 
tremely eoneerneiL You arc desired to acquaint 
^ Mrs. Smith that the duchess w'as upon the brink 
of leaving off'painting the first week she came 
here, hut liath since taken it u]i with great suc¬ 
cess. She tiopcs she wall never think of her and 
my Lord ® (.’'astlemain of tlie same day. The 
duke hatfi rEing the hell for supper, and .says. 
How can you write sncli stuff'? 

And AO we conclude. 

As ^tis fiftlng w'c stiould, 

For the sake ot ouj- huHl; 
xSo don't tin 11 k this rude- 
Would my name was “ Gertrude/’ 
Or Simon and Jude, 


^ Sec 18. Tim ^iioral was a remarkable bon vivariL 
^ See 335. 

® Sir rtnlicrt Cbibl, ercat&ii in 1718 Viscrmnt CasHemainj 
and in 1731 liarl Tylnoy- 



36S 


— 17^9 


P- S, The writers of this employ great part of 
their time in reading- Les Contes Tar tares, and 
likethem extremcly^I mean the two principal 
writers- 

For my part» I atn forced to say I like them, 
to flatter the duchess- 

Duke'^Oisncy is not yet come to Mr-Dormer’s* 
TIic old sohlier (<7cy;- lyon/icr') is tliefe, and 
can now lend you better tea, 'It ere is a cock 
,ih easant at (''hild Grove tliat is certaifdy a 
witch; Mr* White cannot kill it, tlioiigli he 
slioots in a Portiigiicse habit. 

Tlicre is a gentleman, that shall he nameless, 
that hath turned two or three brace t>f' foxes 
iiito hiH garden to prevent his being over-stocked 
with poultry. The duclioss would not venture 
to keep a peacock here, if any body would give 
her one- We liked our mushrooms here very 
well, till General Dormer told us they were 
tame ones. 

__ J- G, 

It is a pitty—should spell pity with a double 

® Wliy J lunry ^ut tin* nickn;liue uf f/nfct' 

ccrtiiin : it fiuems :i> if hi* IIhhI a lisiMf uf rojvcatia;^ tin! word 
iis Uiiid of Gay niakcF^ 

—----fitcictii>«s stay, 

JJuAc / lioro's a room for TopCj and fiere for Cay I" 

and this when there was no ditke ^miseiif or in question. 
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/.—It is pity, 1 say, that so much plain paper 
should lie waste. We have a great deal more 
wit, but no more time. There is proper care 
taken that this may not be thought plain paper. 

C. Q. 


LADY HERVEY TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[P. 181.] 


IckiForthj Aug. 30, 1720 . 

It is very well for floar Mrs, Howard tliat 1 
do ni)se!f’:is much justice as her. For if my 
vanity gave me half so good an opinion of iny 
own parts, as niy judgment does of youis, the 
desire 1 have to contribute to.your pleas[ires, 
and the inclination every one h.as to promote 
their own, would iiiuke me intolerably tronble- 
soirio to you, ami I sliould importune you as 
frecpiently with my letters, when from yon, as 
with my company when near yon. Had I con- 
sidted my own satisfaction preferably to yours, 
1 had written to you the post after I received 
your letter; but J considered that a negative 
pleasure was the only one it was in my power 
to bestow on you, and tiicrcfore determined 
rather to undergo an uneasiness myself, than 
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impose one on yon. What return yon can 
^inake me for so great a piece of self-denial I 
know not, unless you employ both your hand 
and your head toward the acquittance of this 
obligation : it is whut, as your friend, I would 
advise you to. As your pliysiciaiij I warn you 
against such violent exercise as you tell me 
you take. All extremes are, I believe, equally 
detrimeiittii to the heallh of a human body, and 
especially to yours, whose strength, like Samp* 
son's, lies cliieriy in your head- If you continue 
your immoderate Mmnting, depend upon it, my 


' Ijiicly Ilervcy well know Uio pleasure of sucTi violent 
spnrtijj us we learn frutu one of Foptfti letterEi. 

“ Fii’fst, 1 WiMit l>y water tj) Ifitnipton-Courtj uijat- 

iomtod hy all l>nt my own virtuosi wliieh wi-ro not of fio inotle^t 
nature as to kivp tlioniM^Irrs, or iiie, erniecnled ; for I irjot tlie 
prinee, with all Ill's fnrties on fiorfwdjack, eoiaiu^ from Iiuntiii'^. 
Mrs. Bellenden autl Mrs. took me into pr^teetiori (eim- 

trary to the laws against tiarbijurin" Biipistft), and me a 
clinticrj with soiritrtliiii^ I likuil better^ ati opporlimity of eon- 
yersatioii w*ith Mrs. ilow-ml. We all iijrreinl tliaf the life of 
a iiiaid of honour wan of all things the most mrserable, and 
widied that every woinati who envied St had a S(>foimrii of it. 
To eat Westphalia ham in u inorniofj, ride over hedf^s anil 
diU'heft on liorrowcd Inu^ksi eotne home in the heat of the day 
With a fever, and (what is vvoi-sc a liuudred times) with a red 
inark on the forehead from an uneasy lint; all this may qualify 
them to make excellent wives for fov-)iuiitersj and bt^ar 
abundance of ruddy complextoned children^ As soon as they 
can wriM; of}‘ the .siveat 4:^f tfie day, tlicy must simper an hour. 



1789 — 


S&l 

dear Mrs, Howai'd, it will prove prejudicial to 
your constitution, as I find it has doiie" to my^ 
entertainment, and will in time rob you of as 
much satisfaction as it has already deprived 
me of* 

The commendations you give 2 George mahe 
me very happy, from niy knOAvledge of your 
judgment, and my belief of your sincerity. I 
hope he will deserve, and in time endeavour to 
return your kindness to him; which is one of 
the most agreeable pn)ofs I can receive of your 
goodness to me : though every one you bestow 
on me is highly valued, and gratefully acknow¬ 
ledged by, my dear Mrs, Howard, 

Yours faithfully, 

M. Hkrvey, 


and catrh ayhl, in tho priiK-ofUi's n|iart(nojit: from tlieiice (as 
Sliaks^iearc lias it) Ui cltjmuj'* with whut ap(M?tite they itiay-— 
and after tliat, till w.iik, vi'orh, or think, widcli 

they pToase* I enn easily liolkwit nit lojio hou^' in Wales, with 
a Hionutain and a ri>okery, is more eon tern pTative than tins 
court; and, as a protif of it, I neeil only tell you Miss Lopell 
walked with me three or four hours hy iuo<iiilifrlit, and w’c met 
ijo creature of ■any quality but the king> who audioiicc to 
tlici vrce-ehamlKwIaiu, all alone, under the garden irall.” 

We sltall see, by and by, that tliis violent sport was still 
fjtsh umahle. 

^ Her ell lest son,afterwiirtls second Lord fierrey, aud secoud 
Earl of Bristol. 
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My brotlicr ^ Hervcy begs you will accept of 
his humble services. 


Mlt. GAY AND TIIK DUCHESS OE QUEENSBERItY 

I'O MRS. HOWAHD. 


CI.i answer to a letter wliioli seems to been written by 

many bamls,] 

[MkblJeton^J A up. 27, 1729 - 
YoL’Ei. letter will be utianswcred, because 
it is nnausweniiilc. Hut, notwitlistanding tiiat, I 
was deienuincd to write, wlietlier her grace will 
or no, as I told her just now as wc^vere walking 
by moonlight. We made several observatit>ns 
upon clouds and skies, which, were you a painter, 
might 1)0 o( singular use to you, but they are 
not to be described by wortls; perhaps you may 
sec them some time hence iipori vellum by her 
grace’s ’ pencih 

I desire you would not let Mrs* Herbert 
know that somebody inailc a visit last night to 
Mrs, ^fermor after it was dark : it rainetl very 


^ Probably Mr. Tlioinas Hervcy- 
^ Her yraui* w;is, uh wp buic an artist. 

i PiKithibry tlic cfcicHt fluijpbter of Wi/franij first l^rii 
bempstor^ 
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hard indeed, and she had the good fortune to 
be called from prayers ; bo that Mrs, Herbert* 
if she should ever come to know it* must allow 
it in every respect a very regular and season^ 
able visit- The night before, about the same 
hour, the same person made a visit to General 
Dormer* who is so well recovered of a fit of 
tile gout, that, if he had provided himself with 
a large pair of shoes, he could have walked, 
To-inorrow we are to have tfie honour to see 
Lady Tfmnet: the duchess was asked a fort- 
niglit or tliree weeks ago to come to Asterop in 
tlie morning, now and tlicn, to play at hazard 
with that lady, hut siie hath not yet complied 
wlt.li it ; pcriiaps if vrjy had weatlicr should 
come oil it might he an iniliicement. 

Lord Drumlanrig read of an entertainment 
at Marble Hill, in the iiewfipajicr to-niglit, with 
a great deal of* pleasure, because he found your 


Tlie who was iit tliis time rogeot, rriinlesrended U# 

of uiaijy jKirties of pleasure. On the 30tli July, aswc 
seen, she am I tfie priiKvsses pnrtook of a at CHfden. 
On tJie 2(1 Aiiyust, there was anotfier at rj^ird Pumlirohe^Sj in 
St» James's-wIuare. On the Jjtlj there was a similar enter- 
tainment at Mr. Johnstone's (Sec* for Scotland), at Twicken¬ 
ham. On the 14th, a sumptuous dinner at Sir Roherf VVid- 
poIe‘s aiKirtmentB in VVindsSor Castle, after a stag-hunt in the 
Park. On tfie 27fh, a dinner, tea-partyj hai/, and sii])jier, 
at Sir Ridierts villa at Cheisea; but the J^te at Marble Hill is 
not mentioned tn any pa|Kir 1 have seen. 
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name mentioned : I tell you tliis, because T know 
you love children, and love to have children 
love you. 

paragrapfi blotted out here ^ 

AVhat is blotted out was nonsense; sq that it 
is not worth while to try to read it. It was well 
meant: the duchess said it was very obscure, 
and I found out that it was not to be under¬ 
stood at all, nor by any alteration to be made 
intelligible ; so out it went. 

We have this afternoon beoii reading Poly¬ 
bius. We were mightily pleased with the ac¬ 
count of the Ronian wars with the Gauls; but 
we did not think his account of the Achaians, 
and his remarks upon the historian Philarchiis, 
so entertaining as for aught we knew it might 
he judicious, 

I know you will be very uneasy unless I tell 
you what picture the (Inchcss hath in hand. It 
is a round laudscayic of Paul Jlrifl, which Mr, 
*]5ormcr lent her, in which there are figures very 
neatly finished. It is larger than any she hath 
yet done ; by the dead colouring I guess (though 
her grace is not very satjguiue) it will in the cud 
turn out very w ell, 

J, G, 


Of Huti»ljaiiJ, tlic oHcr lirothcr of Ocjivrul Ooniior- 
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1 DO not understand which of our -cor^ 
respondents tliis letter is ft for ; for there is 
neither wit, folly, nor solid sense, nor even a 
good foundation for nonsense, which is the only 
thing that I am well versed in. Tliere were all 
these good tilings in the delightful letter you 
sent us; hut as all the different hands are not 
known, they are unanswerable: for the future, 
theu, pray sign or come,—the latter is best; for 
whoever can write so well must speak so ; but 
now I think we had better always write for the 
good of posterity. 

C, Q. 


Little did I think to have had such 
an encomium upon my style; for it certainly 
must be very particularly judicious, when a per¬ 
son could follow the manner of it, and write 
sense or nonsense as tliey liked best. For the 
future, pray direct to us at Fox-warren-hall; 
we have lost so much poultry of late, that the 
place henceforward is to take that name. The 
duke is gone to Langley to Lady Dalkeith, 
who to-niglit we heard is much better. Tlie 
wind whistles; her grace says it sounds like 
Amesbury. She shall, she believes, soon be in 
town for two or three days before slie goes there 
for two or th I'ce years. 

If Dr. Arbuthnot comes in your way, let him 
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know 1 wish him health, and offer him my 
service; I do the same to Mrs. Blount and 
Mr. Pope. Wherever I am, J shall always wish 
to serve you, which, next to being with you, 
is one of the things in the world tlie most agree¬ 
able to me, 

J. G. 


I.ORD CHESTERFIELD TO MRS. HOWARD. 


Hagiio, Sept. 23, 1729- 

AIADAM, 

Had I l)eeii its lately at Paris as Lord 
Herbert, I should be better able to thank you 
as I ought for the ring Lady ' Albemarle brought 
me; and a string of cunijjliuieuts as well turned 
and as neatly set as tlic ring itself should have 
expressed my thanks for it; hut from a place 
where I am now in a inaiiiicT naturalized, and 
where we content ourselves with speaking our 
real thoughts without art or ornament, you must 
accept of the plain hearty Dutch acknowledg¬ 
ment of Ick bedanc u mevr^ywn^ 

I confess I heard with some surprise tliat my 
noble lord, in his travels to Paris, had disco- 


* kScc pii^e 307, 
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vered that a very great ’'bag to a wig was less 
troublesome than two very little knots, till I 
was credibly informed afterwards, that His lord- 
sliip, who always unites use and ornament, had 
very good reasons for what he did ; that that 
bag was in reality his knapsack; that instead of 
hair it was filled with * water-cresses and beet¬ 
root, and that my lord had victualled himself 
for six months in it, in hopes of a campaign 
against the King of Prussia: and they added, 
too, that some wags had therefore called it my 
lord’s campaign wig. How true these informa¬ 
tions arc, you, who are upon tlie place, arc best 
able to judge ; but I own they have the air of 
probability. 

You will see Lady Albemarle again as soon as 
tlic yacht can come here and return; for she 
begins already to be very weary of the tran¬ 
quillity of this place, which at present is really 
very empty. It was lucky she came as she did, 
or else his iiiajcsty would have liad no ‘yacht to 


“ Wt> liare almost for^tten the (lilfert^nce bctwoeii tlie hag- 
wig anH the tie-wig. It ■teejiiiji tliut it was about thif^ time 
that tie-wtg8 went out of fa^biou^ aud bags imtile their a[»peitr- 
aoco* 

^ I.ord Herbert folloMrwlj at this pericid, a vegetable diet. 

* Vet on the 2d Sept, live yachts were ordered to attend 
Ills uiajewty, besides the WiJJiatii and Mary, in wliicb Lady 
Albemarle was acco]ri]iiii{late<l witli a passage. His majesty 
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liave carried Ivim to Bngiand, where I reckon 
and hope that he arrived safely yesterday. Ily 
the king's early return, your winter will begin 
early this year: I could wish I were to take a share 
of it, and at Seast prevent iny being quite forgot 
in England j but since I can hardly expect such 
a pleasure, I must content myself with that of 
assuring you at tliis distance, that it is impos¬ 
sible to be w'ith greater truth and respect. 

Yours, &c, 

Chesti:ufielj). 


MR. GAY TO MRS. HOWARD, 


Otli May, ]7^iK 

MADAM, 

It is what the duchess never would 
tell me—so that it is impossible for me to tell 
you —how she does ; hut I cannot take if ill, for 
I really believe it is what she never really and 
truly did to any body in her life. As I am no 
physician, and cannot do her any good, ontf 
would wonder how she could refuse to Eanswer 
this question out of common civility; but she is 


ei»l>iirk^d (ill tht? Williuni And M:iry an tlio lOth Stipt* 
at thr«; p* m., and wiis landed sit RaniHgatc at ten next 
morinn^^ 
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a professed hater of common civilityi and so I 
am determined never to ask her again. If yon 
have a mind to know what she hath done since 
she came here, tlie most material things that I 
know of is, that she liath worked a rose, and 
milked a cow % and those two things I assure 
you are of more consequence, I verily believe, 
than iiath been done by any body else* 

Mrs. Herbert was very angry with her grace 
the night before slie left the town, that she could 
jiart witli her friends with swich an indecent 
cheerfulness ; she wishes she had seen you at 
the same time, that slie might have known whe- 
tlicr she could tiavc carried this happy indif¬ 
ference through, or no. She is grown a great 
admirer of two characters in Prior’s Poems, 
tliat of Sauntering = Jack and Idle Joan;*' and 
slie thinks tliem persons wrortliy imitation : at 
this very instant she herself is in their way. 


I IS, T and informed, at DiJkeith House, a portrait gf 

tlie: iliicTiesi^ ill tlii: gf a tnilkmaid, 

“ j\ji epitapli Oil two poco curriiflt.';, irijg drawkd on tlirough 
life without liaTiiig made a fmiid or au <^iioiny— 

Nor pood nor bad, nor fool iior wide, 

Tlioy would not leiirii, uor could advise^ j 
Without love, hatred, jfjy* or fear, 

I'ljoy leil a kind of—jis it were, 

Nor wtsii'd uor cared, iiordaupliM nor eded: 

Aud so they lived, and ,so they died/ 

VOL* I, 


1! a 
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S!ic Jiad a nnnd to write to you, but cannot pre¬ 
vail with herself to set about it; she is now 
tliinking of Mrs. Herbert, but Is too indolent to 
tell me to make her compliments to her. Just 
tins minute she is wishing you were in this very 
room f but she will not give herself tlic trouble 
to say so to me: all that I know of it is, she looks 
all this, for she knows I am writing to you. 

Thei'e is, itulced, a very good reason for her 
present indoleneo, for she is lookijig upon a 
book which she seems to be reading j but I be¬ 
lieve the same ])age hath lain open before her 
ever since 1 began this letter. Just this mo¬ 
ment she hath uttered these words: “ that she 
will take it as ti very great favour if you will 
speak to Mrs. Herbert to speak to r.ord Her¬ 
bert, that he would sjjcak to any body who may 
chance to go by Mr, Mi.Vs house, to call upon 
liiiu to hasten his sending the piece of furuiture, 
which, perhaps as soon as si)c receives it, may 
tempt her to write to somebody or other 
til at very little expects it—ibr slie lovc.s to 
do things by surjirise. She woulil take it 
kindly if you write to her against this thing 
comes here; for I verily believe slie will try 
whether or no it be convenient for writing, and 
perhaps slie may make the trial to you; slie did 
not bid me say this, but as slic talks of you 
often, 1 think you have a fair chance. 

As soon as you are sol I led at Marble Hill, I 
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bofj you will take the ^ \viclowns liouse for mo, 
and persuade the duchess to come to Petersham. 
Hilt, wherever you are, at present I can only wish 
to b(? with you: do what you can for me, and 
let me hear from you till the dubliess writes to 
you. You may write to me, and if you express 
any resentment against her for not WTiting, I 
will let her know it in what manner you sliall 
please to direct me, 

I beg you to make my compliments to Mrs- 
llloinit and Dr, Arbuthnot. I wished to see Mr, 
Pope oftcuor than [ did. Let iiini know tfuit 
I Will write to him soon, and you will oblige 
mo. 

John Gay, 

■" 1 ■ 

MISS CHANfBEH TO MRS. HOWARD. 


[r. ai6,] 


Tuiil>ritlg« Wc‘Rs, Jilly 27, 1730. 

I i>o really wonder, Mrs, Howard, what 
it is you mean by promising so solemnly as 
you did at Windsor to write mo word, how 
Lady ' Petty (ierniiiiiic did, and how slie horc 


’ Pnrbfililv \viiifivv Wrtiunt u'lui li^ Tmii' roj»- 

siUi^riiblo [vrojxM ty in tlmt 

^ n *^!is;iiitry—liuiJ nn'fPMirftnuMl Irrr injiit, 
I^mH' Bt'Uy, 'rutibricii;**. 
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herjourtiey liitiier: if I had not the temper of 
an angel I shoLilcl not think of writing to you 
when you swore this account should come to 
me by the first post, and I actually have received 
no letter from you* Pray serve me so no more; 
I forgive.you for this once. 

All sorts of diversions are in great plenty 
here; but I think * * * Is tlie most prevailing 
entertainment* A little, little man attacked a 
litlle* little girl; he was tried and acquitted; but 
whether he should have heen so, wc ure pretty 
mucli divided in our opinions. Tlie particulars 
of this trial will be exactly related to you by 
the Duke of Dorset; as also he will inform vou 

^ *r 

of another of tlie same nature, where the judge 
requiring the poor w^oman to name tlio time 
and ])lace the accident happened to her, she 
answered that was impossible for her to tell, be¬ 
cause it lasted for a quarter of a year together- 
I desire to recommend this woman to make tlie 
dish you are all so fond of at the maid of ho¬ 
nours’ table, mentioned in the bill of fare you 
sent me last, ^ 

Mrs.'CampbclPs mind and body are but in 
a ]>oor way; for ber utmost ambition is but io 
be as young and as lusty, and to look as w^ell 


^ Stic j). G t 
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as my Latly ’’Prancklin, Latly Bristol*s waters, 
for the most part, pass through her eyes. Her 
intimate friends think this is caused' rather^ 
by tlio unkinclness of the cards, than grief for 
her daughter-in-law \ Betty ^ Southwell is the 
person that will he the most liked here, and I 
think will pass her time the bestj for she lias 
made a resolution not to pronounce the word 
710 while she is at Tunbridge. Monsieur 
and Madame Kinski, accompanied by Mr. Ha¬ 
ven ant and a troop of foreigners, have^spent 
some days here in great mirtli; they all danced 
at tlie ball all sorts of dances, tliough sonic liad 
Jievev pej^fonned in tliat way before. They dined 
witli the Ducfiess of JMarlhorougli yesterday, 
who was in tlic mind to lie niiglity civil to 
them. They spent fourscore i>ouiids in presents 
and raffles, aiul departed for London this morn¬ 
ing, with a promise to return soon, if possible, 


^ lUi/abctli Riissdj dinraijer Lriiily a 

Oliver frnmwrll, dh'il in j lier Sir 

ThiiitUiSj juurrik?(l DirmlL Tnpliiiiii, whtt dinii in 17 tOj 

otic nf tliCM' l.idioi^ is ]H‘rjNL]is tfic fjyrc iiicaiiC 

* L:idv :iiid Lady Her\cy were not, -i!* liavo 

seen* very cordial friencls, 

Fdizalicth SinitFnwil was iti (Tie <juccu*s fainily* and in 
I 7^3|j Wits made lioiiscliccper at Somerwt twni after 

Mr^i. Caiinjludl Mireecded /icr in tliat olBce- 

^ ^J'lic CUifip dc Kio-^ki ira.^ at tills t ime the Ainst.rian 

amhiiH.-'S^idor U» our 
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for they Jove us alt miglitily, Mrs. Southwcil's 
list of the company would be much more enter¬ 
tain in than mine, lor she has f^ot a choice col¬ 
lection of new friends. She wus in perfect joy 
last night that TMrs, Pretty was arriv^cd* J^ady 
itetty and herself play only at quadrille; but the 
l>uchcsg of Marlborough takes to losing her 
money at roly-poly. We all design to marry 
Mr, ^ Conolly^ but he iloes not greatly take to 
any boily but Lady Hetty (t7rr///f//nc'); for when 
all tfie vinnns sisrhirm around to dance with 
him, he seriously asked hcr^ ami would dance 
with nobody else upon lier relijsa!. 

No wonuin alive but yourself should have liad 
siiclialoug letter tioui me; tliercfijre, wiiatever 
my past behaviour has been, sure niy present 
performance tleserves your favour: in l\opes of 
winch I beg leave to subscribe myself, with all 
due submission. 

Yours tor ever, 

M, ClIAMDBlU 


Thi* WiJIiam JiupliL'W aiifl siiccL'sijHOr tif 

Will l:un Cimctlly, nf t 1 i(! Irish of 

\VilIi:iin i/oiiolly^ jutiiiir^ 111:11 rio^lj ii> T«i<ly Ainu: Wcot- 

\ivirtli, L*lclt?st daufflitrr Lurfl Stritrtord: Pie diL'd iti 
Thoir danghtfer* Caroline, nnarried tu the first EnU I of Ihick- 
inghainshirts Hits tfie nintlier of AifioTm, seftmei MiU-ttliioncb^; of 
Lumfondf^rry, tfirongJi Hborality these jKijicrs are given 

to the puhli'c- 



HOWARD TO MIt GAY- 


[111 to his of the Qth of May,] 


JaJy31 [1730.] 

■ I DO own tliat I iiin very miTcli to blame 
til at 1 have not written to yon before tills now, 
for 1 have recoiv'L'd two letters from yon ; and by 
the ilucliess’s letter, and yonr last, T find the 
only letter I wrote to yon stopped by the way; 
but. indeed, John, I de*si^n to am end my life, at 
least in ilds pivrlitMtlar* I have sonictbing to 
say for not yet answefing lier grace's; for I 
hav^e [kuI a very severe fit of the colic, and I 
am now in close wailing, my spirits very low, 
and my LindeistatnUng vejy W'oak: however, such 
as 1 have 1 give inih> yon, that is, sincere wishes 
for yonr quiet anii happiness; 1 believe? one 
wish woidd have inehideil both; ior tlicy arfc 
gene I •ally companions. I seldom hear of eiiftcr 
visiting here (r// cozirl], I guess 1 did not date 
my letter to the dueliess: tell her I have ibrgot 
what day Mrs. Herbert was to have seen me, 
but she is now with * Mrs. Smith, at tlie Bath, 
who has already fouiul beucJit by the waters, 
Mrs- Carteret set oiit last Monday wutli lier 


^ Eitlier Mrs. HerlHrt’ft rolirt ot S]K'iikiT Stratli 

iiv niic of licr sjutfr?.. 
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sister, who is so ill that she went in a chair, 
and proposes getting there next Thursday: she 
is very much frightened for her; but I believe 
(from what physicians say) she will recover* 

We "iiuiit with great noise and violence, and 
have every day a very tolerable chance to have 
a neck broke, I am just now wishing I could 
sec the duchess's chair, and that I could hear 
what you say upon her performance; but if 1 
were to have tins in my power, I am afraid I 
should have a thousand other things to tell that 
would have no relation to tcnt-atitcli, milking 
cows, nor drawing pictures; if I had any thing 
to do with tlie latter, they would be more mo¬ 
dern than hers. Do not let tier forget me, and 
do not think 1 ever will forget you. 


^ It wan tlic of that tlic qiiccji, suid 

f^yal faTnily, mid all their suite* tri^ ride <nit udd tha 

rxcrc^ise w:is nnt always tiiiatt^videt! witli danger, im may lx." 
sL’CD hy th<i following extracts from the piiblications i>f the time: 

“ Aug. Ur?* I7i'n.—Tllfl ruyal family \rcrc a litiiitiug* aud in 
tlio I'hase a stag startl'd iipou the Priuress Amelia's hursCj 
wiiieh lieiug frightened thivu'' her. The Hun, Mr. FitsswIlliaiUj 
j»age Ilf litmour to his imijostyj fell witli liis liorsc atnung tlic 
funey-burroH's, an u servant Ut tlie ct^tchmater." 

“Aug. 28,1i ,«-«Tlie royal family hunted in Hidimoud Park, 
wlurii the Lord Dotavi arc's huiy, and Lmly Harr lot D*Aver- 
<|iic?rf[ue, dauglitcr to the Far] of Clj-ajithanu were overturned 
in a chaise, which went over thein^ but did uo visible hurt. 
Mr. Shutcr, one of the king's hiuitsmen^ hail a fall from his 
liorso, and received a flight ouitusijtiij on his head." 
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Mi\ Pope is well 5 Mrs. Blount says slie wili 
write to you; 1 have not seen the doctor {Ar- 
/mihnoi) .since I left London, 


MliSS CHAMBER TO MR8. HO WARD. 


tP*3iG0 


Tunbridge WtdK Aug* 12, 1730. 

The repeated messages I receive from 
yon, both by lords and commons, occasions me 
much wonder. Surely my last lettei' to you so 
fully and so particularly related the state of 
Lady Betty’s liealt 1 1, tliat I imagined you could 
not have required more information upon that 
subject; but since I find you are not satisfied 
yet, he jdeased to take notice that 1 have the 
honour to assure you tiiat slie really has (aud that 
she docs as agreeably apply) all her senses here 
as any woman upon the place; that her health is 
perfect, and her humour was so, till Lady Bristol 
came here, and wanted sojnebody to govern her, 
which Lady Betty undertook, and performs to 
admiration. The Duchess of Dorset was fctclied 
from Knole hither by force of arms; Lady Bristol 
proposed to join witii her, and defy tlic rest of 
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the world, but unfortunately hinted that Lord 
Harborough ^ uiiglu be of use to their alliance, 
to whicli the Duchcas of Dorset, with a low 
but positive voice, declared tliat she never had 
made any use of him, and had no notion that 
she could make any use of him; and so she 
remains fixed that she will not play at cards 
with him. 

^ Lady Tyrawly has lately met with some mis- 
ibrtiines in her trLivels iijjoii the walks and 
places tilercahout.s: she fell into a bowl 
cream by oj idea von ring to pass over a table ujion 
which it was placed, supposing it to be the 
common road every body went. Some time 
after she met with a post, w'hich she stumbled 
against witli some violence ; but, to avoid any 
dispiiteft tliat might afterwards arise whose fault 
it was, siie curtsied, and begged lior ladyslii))'s 
pardon : the post not answering, my lady took 
it for grantcil it liad forgiven her, and so passed 
on her way, 

Mrs. Campbell^ is much better; may be 
she tells you so herself* I like to be thought 
of when I am so many miles off, so yoiir fan 


* Seo f<jr Lfjrcl charailcr tV»r g^il- 

laiitry. 

J Mary *Stowait, only <bughter orWilfi^jn third 
Mt>untjoyj wife of Junocs 0*Hai‘a, Lrf>n] Tyranny. 

* Soo i>ajfe 
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was received with pleasure to myself, and worn 
with the approbation of the world, it being 
generally admired. Sure I am good now or 
never; and had I not been obliged to-win seven 
guineas of Lady llristol this morning, I had 
made this letter longer, and then I hope you 
would have been still in better humour with 
me; but, be you as you will, 1 shall always be 
the faithfullest of your slaves. 

M. Chamber. 

I beg you would give my humble duty to the 
1 )tiki: {o/'Cwnherfaiul) and to IVinccss ^Mary and 
to IVinecss Louisa, and bescceh that I may not 
he forgotten. If the duke has any purchase to 
make in woodeii-wave, or Prijicess Mary any 
Lliulights of liousekcepiiig, I hope I may have 
the honour of providing I'or them. 


THE nUCHESS OF QUEENSREIIRY AND MR. GAY 

TO MttS. HOWAllD. 


Aug. 20, 1730. 

It was not that I hated writing, my dear Mrs. 


Mary, born in 1/23, marricil in Kloctoral iVintc 

of I Icsso Casael; Loutssj J>urn 1724, marrictl Fretlerlck, 
PriiicL' Roya!, aftcruanis King (»f Dcnnuu'k, 
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Howard, (tliat I hope and think I iicv^Sr shall 
to yon) but violent pain in my tace and ear, 
that did, and only could liinder me from thank¬ 
ing you for your most welcome letter- This 
cntertainnicnt I have had constantly at an hour 
for these three evenings successively, and am 
not now without a strong hint of a fresh supply 
of pain* I believe I got it by taking care of 
myself (as they call it) by taking the air in a 
phaeton, like ‘ Lord Taiikerville* One ought to 
suffer, who can do any thing like him, because 
sure never to come up to the originaL I like 
the account you give of your health ; I do not 
know how you may like wfiat I hav^e to say of 
mine, but all that I know is, that it has been 
and may be worse, and that I do not in the 
least suspect that it will ever he better ; and if 
I arn contentct!, I think you must allow this to 
be ill a tolerable gootl situation. 

C* Q* 


The duchess saysslic cannot say a w^ord more, 
if I would give her the world, and tliat her 
misery hath got the better of her pleasure in 
writing to you- iShe thanks yoii for your in¬ 
formation, and says, that if she can bear herself, 


^ C'luirl^s, 
ilietl in 1 /5:i. 


Hi’CiiiKi E:irJ cjf Imii’m iibniit 

He Jicl*] iievenil oHiecs in tire rftyal houtjeholris- 
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or think that any body else can, she intends to 
make her visit next week. Now it is my ojnnioii 
that she need never Iiavc any scruples of this 
kind; but as to herself, you know 'she Ijalli 
often an unaccountable way of thinking, and, 
say what you will to her, she will now and then 
hear you, but she will always think and act for 
herself. I hkve been waiting three or four 
minutes for what she hath to say, and at last 
s]ic tells me she cannot speak one word more, 
and at the same time is so very unreasonable as 
to desire you would write her a long letter, as 
she knows you love it* 

I have several complaints to make to you of 
her treatment, but I shall only mention the most 
barbarous of them* Slic bath absolutely forbid 
her dog to be fond of me, and takes all occasions 
to snub her if slie shows me the least civility. 
How do you think Lord Herbert" w^ould take 
such usage from you, or any lady in Christen¬ 
dom ? 

Now she says, I must write you a long letter; 
but to be sure I cannot say what I would about 
her, because she is looking over me as I write* 
If I si TO LI Id tell any good of her, I know she 
woidd not like it; and I have said my worst of 
lier already- 


Lord Herl>ert*ri fotidut'ss for hh tlug is oftvn metittoiie<L 
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The chairs ^ go on with great diligence and ap¬ 
plication, and if you please to conic and sit 
down, you may take your choice of two or three ; 
and she says just now, that she hath a particular 
reason for your coming, for yon will be in a 
more poetical situation, sitting upon a group 
of flowers, than lioydeiiing a horseback iti a 
crowd j and your verses sliail beVcatly as soon 
as I see tlie themcp She is in prodigious haste 
to have this done, that afterwards I may describe 
her in her flannel veil* 

J. G. 


As for my ^Lady Essex, &c. I am quite 
passive; but if you could scud me word that 
my lord had a broken head, I should think it 
had received its only due reward* 

C- Q- 

We wonder wc have heard nothing from Mr* 
Rridgcman*; if yon cliance to see him, pray tell 
him so* 

^ Wliidi tlic! (liirlies!? was wor^^irl^^ 

* KlizabeUi Uii.sst'lj yamigcst ibiii^litcr ('if Hie scrorid Diitc' 
of Bidfiml, the second wife (iiv i72Ci) of Wil!i:mi (.'afu-l, 
tliird Earl of Essex. (Seep*+114.) As his lordship's lirst 
lady had lieeh the duchess's sisUT, it is pow^ililc that licr grace 
may not liavc lK?eii very food tif her sueccseor, or of Lord Es¬ 
sex for giving her nuc, 

' IVTr. George Hridgcman, pcrsond son of *^ir Orlando, Hk* 
fourth l>aronet, and hrotlicr to the drst Lord BradfonL IJe 
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As for tlic person that you arc so sanguine 
about his long life, I know Iritn to be a very 
complaisant gentleman ; and the duchess thinks 
him so heroic, that he will not desire to live too 
long, when his honour may suffer by it. 

The patterns that Mr. Wheeler hath just now 
sent us w'e do not approve of; so that I am go¬ 
ing to try to make a sketch to send him for his 
bettor iiifurmalion. 

J. G* 


Do not think I am lazy, and so have framed 
an excuse, for I am really in pain (at some mo¬ 
rn outs inf olerable since this was begun). I think 
often I could be mighty glad to see you; and 
though you deserve vastly, that is saying much 
from mo (for I can l>ear to be alone) and upon 
all accounts think I am much better here than 
any where else. I think to go on and prosper 
mighty prettily here, and like tlie habitation 


m:is ^^lmcyt^r of tlio Itoyal tlic Diidiessii rtf 

(^iin'iislHMTy w;is ilr^ii'ous of liiiii ojj the 

nieiit of aiul ni^xt u‘ar iiuiti?d hiiii to Aines^^ury to 
her liit^ povjsoiiitl I To wus oufobnitod for hih 

ill :mcl Iiad originally hitrtxlucotl his 

namcjAH a pt*rft.Tt jtnlgo of that art, into bis EpJ^tlo oiiT;isto," 
hilt oNirttrd It at I\fr, nriilgonian's o\ni m|iK‘St* llis reason 
for deditiftig what niay )«.' rallfd tlici itoinnitiLlity of 
a^^pfauKcr vvasj ]H‘rlia])S| his iijjHillingncs?^ to Tk' praised wln-rc; 
the Duke of Chamb^s and others were so n^verely I'rnsnmlH 
Mr. Uridg^^tnaii died sit laslnni in l/dS, 
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so well (that if I could in nature otlierwisc be 
forgetful) that would put me in mind of wliat I 
owe to those who helped me on to where I wished 
to be sooner than I feared I could be. Pray tell 
Mias Meadows ® that I was in hopes she would 
have made a dutiful visit to her fatlier. If any 
one else care for my respects, they may accept 
of them. I will present them to Lord Herbert, 
whether he care or not. I hope by this time 
he is able to carry himself and Pop wherever 
he pleases. If I had the same power over you, 
I would not write you word tliat I am yours, &c.; 
but since I can only write, believe that I am to 
you every thing that you have ever read at the 
bottom of a letter, but not that I am so only by 
way of conclusion. 

C. Q. 


MRS, HOWARD TO MR. GAY. 


Windsor, Aug. 22j []J730,] 

Mr. Pope has been to see mo, ‘Lord Bur- 
(^lingtoii) brought him j he dined and supped 


^ See jiage 60* 

* Rielianlj third Earl of Burlington, liom in i to whom 
Pope addressed Ids celebrated Epistle oji Taste. Ho wrid not 
inercljr a lover of the fine arts> but showed coit.sideraFdc aldlitirs 
as ail architect and handdcupc gardener. Burlingtou lluuse 
and Chiswick^ s|>eciTiiau3 of hb practii^al talents, descemJed, 
vrith his great fortun^^^ to tlie Cavendishes, fJic issue of hin 
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with my lady till the time he staid: liewanSliearttly 
tiredj and I not much pleaded, though I thougfit 
myself exceedingly obliged to fiim for the visit* 
The doctorhas taken no notice of me this 
summer, nor of a letter which I wrote to him ; 
but I have heard of him; and that he is in the 
higli way to min j for he never dines nor sups 
without live or six hungry Scotch people: he is 
very gay, and in a good state of Iicaltli. I have 
mine better than [ used to have ; I find exercise 
agrees with me ; though we are obliged now to 
stay at home, the ground is so liard we dare 
not ride. I shall be sure to follow your advice, 


{liiiighirrr :iiid Tlir nrraiif^cjiicjit of 

ttpii Unuse \V3L5 iniicli criticised iind Msvcivly ceiii^urod In an 
attributed to T.ord Ciicstt?rfiol<i and ti» Lord 

l\i^^srt'd of diie Uiill Air sitsite, 

Witliont a room tu glrop or Ciit; 

How well you fiiiihf ]ctJinNcr// toll, 
y\iid aU tbc wurJd how HI yo?* dwell I" 


Hut tiro fjnjndo and coloniiado arc Miroh^ hi a tine ?itvlc* Of 
IdiiiiM'iok (wliioh tlic J }ii- .umile of an Italian villa) Lord 
Het^'oy siLid, ^^that it was too small to live in* and too 
to Iiau^ to Hue's iratcli and aiore sober critics liavc pro- 
noiuujcd it til suited to our diniate or iiuhIcs of life. The 
addition^n made to it by the late Dulic of Devonsldrc luno rc* 
moved in some inc^asinv tlicsc licA'rts but thry have aKo (li;- 
stroyod faird HurJiii^toii's Lord niidiioj^lon :iud J^ipt; 

bail jointly laid out Laily Sudofk's gardens at Marble HilL 
' l)iK;tor Ai'buthnoL 

vei., U I I 
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iinti take care of niysolf- I wish you had as 
much power with somohody^ we know, at least 
as far as relates to her health. 

This Is tlic third time I iiavo sat down to 
write. You see I take pains to keep my word 
with you. This iiistaut 1 liave received the 
ducbess*s and your j{>int letter, I sliall not 
have time now to answer it fully; but J must 
be^ you will write two words next ])ost, just to 
ted me liow she is, for I am, and shal! he, iiii* 
easy till I hear again. Lady "Sophia goes to- 
morrtnv to Iliglicicre it will be a vast jileasure 
and surprise to her if'slio meets her grace 
I have luit told her one word that lln^ tluehess 
designed going; yet it will be a greater pleasure 
to n]i\ because 1 sliall then he sure that sJie is 
well. 

I hear Mr. IMpe is now writing *’Lharaders; 
but as lie did not teli me himsell'of it, I wciiild 
not ask liiin ; so I do not kjiow if this is true, 

Mr, liridgemun is here, aiul I have spokett to 
him about the gardens. He says they arc kept 


~ I'lit DiK’Jirss of QTN?rusbc:rry. 

‘ lV(>b:it^ly Lady Kop]>f‘L Soo .’it". 

^ 'J'Ih: soat of Mr. Ilcrbort. in IlaTiijj-sliiro, ik'srviided 
from TiU inafernai frraudfattier, Sii* Sawvrr j it was 

not innrc than twouty nijlas frimi tbc J)ijbo of (JueLriJsl>tirry\ 
at Atno.^ibury* 

** TIh- Moral EpjMlc^^. donird f^toutlv ttiat he atlmk.-d 

to any ^ivmg ; InU Jiih di^id.i] di‘t'fiv'cd noliody. 
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as tlicy ought to bt’, and at a very reasonable 
expgiisc j but he will very soon bring me the 
aceoLiut, and a ]>ositive agrccnient, if it be stieli 
as tlie duehess approves. 


MIL GAV ANn 


THE DtJC'IlESS OF QIJKENSBKIIRY 
TO MRS. IIOWAIU). 


I'I'lu! I J t)i Ilf S:ani <l:ty hi J 7.*M ; but it 

;i f'lniiijiiiiaiiiii of If it.' curiv^iiniub'jii^r of I/HO: JOicl iif* 
jMr>, //irMfi'd U'as C'tiiJutt^sH of SiiJfulTc in i/Hl, (ho 

Hato Im! orrfirjcou^.] 


[Amofthiiry], yatiu'ilay, Stpt. 1 

I FAXN'oT Jieglect this opporUinify 
t>l*\vi iting to you, aiul beggEug you to be ii me¬ 
diator ! jet ween niy lady tliielicss and me, wo 
liaving at present a (pianel aboiM a li.sbing-rod ; 
and at the .same time to give tier your (jjjiiiioii 
wlietlier you tluiik it proper for lier to stay here 
(ill after Christmas, for I find that neither jjlace 
nor preferment will let inc leave ber; and 
when she hatfi been long enough in one phu'c, 
prtwai! with her, if yon can, to go to aJiother* 
:1 always ha\e her fo do whai .slie 
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because I am ghul to be of her opinion, and be¬ 
cause I know it is what I must always do my¬ 
self: 

.1. G. 


To follow one’s fancy is by much tlie best 
medicine; it has quite cjircfl my face, arul IclY 
me no j)ain but the impossibility of l>eiisg in 
two places at once, wliicli is no small sorn>w, 
since one of them Avould be near you. But the 
boys^ and I are too lean to travel as yet* Com¬ 
passion bciiT{r the predominant fasliion of the 
])hieo, we are jn'escrvocl alive with as miieli care 
as the partridges, which no oiio yet has had the 
heart to kill, thongh several bail)arous attempts 
have been made. If I corjld Avritc I would (or 
ever, Init my pen is so much your friend* that, 
it will only let me tell ynutimt 1 am exlreinely 
so, 

I pray It may not be so di Hi cult for my dear 
Mrs. Howard to (brgive, as to rcatl this jirtu 
vocation. By ilia next 1 hope to write plain, 

C, <^. 


L<^rd DrutiLluiii'i'^ »nil Li>rd ('(ittrloh 
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LOliO PETEIlUOKOUGIl TO MUS. HOWARD. 




^Ott. 1/30.] 

J RRTUHN you a tliousiiiul thanks for what you 

wore pleaseil to send me ; the jirovaiJing remedy 

M'ill be vour charitable wisli. 1 dare not but 
%* 

rccovcTj if you coinmaiul me to do so; for in 
Aviiut ilare 1 iliHobey? 

It is cei tiiio you or none must have the credit 
of my recovery. 'Hie doctors have tokl mo 
mine is an inward paiji ; it' so, [ can have no 
cure fVoni any otlier persom 

You 1)1 a me me for sei'kinip tio remedies, and 
yet ymi kjiow vain atteinjjts of any kinti are 
ridicumiis- 1 have sojhc lijiie sirjce made a 
baii^ain with fate to suljuiit \vit!i patieneo to ail 
her freaks; some accidents [save given me a 
great eordeiiii)!, almost a distaste of life. Shak- 
sj)care sliall tell you my oj)inkm of it; 

Lift' 18 as tfilimiH ns a twice tnltl fiilu, 

tJii! c!ull car ol it uiati—- 

Life is ii Nbiiilmv*—a [wicfr jWaycrj 

That fret8 aivfl struts his liour ujwn the 
Aiwl tJtoii is seen ju> more,-- 

Do Jiot wonder tiuui, Mrs. Howard, if tlie 
worhl is become so imliffercJit to me, that I can 
even anitisc myself with the lluuights of going 
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out of it. f wafl writinf^ some days ago ' a dia¬ 
logue hetwixt me and one that is departed be¬ 
fore me; one tliat would luwe kept Iiis promise 
to ytiti, if possible : when the case falls out, Mr. 
ro])e shall give it yon. 

If wo meet and hold conference in tlie shades 
Ijclow, iniich will be said of you. How rivals 
((tiarrcl or agree in those places, I know not; 
but I own I am jeah)ns to a great degree* It is 
too much to kiio\v what ladies think in tliis 
world ; I wish we eoidd be intbrrnetl of your 
true tlioui^hls of'ns in the other. 

So near tlie birth-day we must think of less 

* 

molanelioly >siihjects, AVill you be pleased to 
let me know what yon have ciu>S(M» tor Mrs, 
Morthuint, aiul tJio shop when; it us hespoke? 
luul y,ivc me loMvc loiuUI, tiie J'^l vsi 
ti] this woiki me oiir own. 



Mils, HOWAlin TO Mil, GAY. 


^^riio poKt-inai't iKsir.s tli<i of fitli Oftalu^rj ho tliat 

nijvi.ii'tl ]iiacU‘ a uLihtake in iliitiii^ JotUT ^>e|1WnllH■^ ~| 


1 TuoUGir'j' I should never have heard again 


* AltlK>u;^ti tlioro IS staiio tiliw'Urity in tfio C'xprrssiDii, liiH 
lordship i>rokibfy alTutki* to tlir diafogut^ wtfli liiscnvii sa/tf. on 
Xho soljijoi;t of tliv rciider is idrciidj 

ucquuinUd witli. 
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(rum you or tlie tiuclicss; for I had written to 
both, iuul had not heard one word for some 
weeks, till four days ago I had a letter from 
you; and as you mention tiothing of mine, 1 
guess you nor slie lias ever had tliose I wrote. 
IVay, say wlietijer yon have or have not, in your 
next, 

I fiear you have liail ahoiuse full of coiirtiers, 
and, what is mure extraortllnary, they were 
honest people; but I will take care, agree* 
al)ly to your desire, that you shall not increase 
tile niiniber. I wish 1 could as easily gratify 
you in your otlier ro(|iiest about a certain * per¬ 
son's health ; but iudecd, Joiin, that is uot in 
iny powt^r, I have often thought it proceeds 
1 ‘rom tluukiiig better oJ'herselt'tban slie does of 
any body else ; for s!ie lias always coiifitlence 
to iiK|uirc after tlmse she calls friends, and 
enough assiuance to give tlicin advice; at the 
same time, she will not answer a clvr! f|;jcstifm 
uboid herself, and would certainly never (bllow 
advice that was given her: you plainly see 
slie neitlier thinks well of their lieart or their 

h 

head, I believe I Iiavo told you as much be- 
(bre ; but a settleil o})ini(>u oi‘ any thing will 
naturally lead one into the same manner of ex¬ 
pressing one's thoughts* 


'i’JiO ihf (JurciJ'jlirny. 


I 



—IjSi) 


Wc leave Wiiulsor next Tncsilay se'entnght, 
and to lliclimond for a fortnight, and then 
to town for tlic winter. Are we likely to see 
you there? I wisli it for myself, but submit 
witli patience, if matters of consequence rc- 
qiiii'c you slioukl stay in the country. Let me? 
hear irom you. To show you how clifferontfy 
I think of you fjom what lier grace thinks of 
citlicr yon or t, I slmll tell yon I am better in 
my liealtfi ttian 1 have been in some years: niy 
spirits are good, I/tuu^h Lord is in perfect 
I wealth. 


j>LcrrE.ss OF queenshekry to mrs. Howard* 


Ort. 22 , 1 730 . 

Why should I write? for, iny dear Mrs* 
Howard, most sure 1 am that I cannot say any 
one tiling tliat can possibly give you the least 
entertainment j but I have heard you love a 
lettci'* 1 cannot so mncli as make a gootl A ov 
a 1}; and the lirst thing being such a sad truth. 


^ Frobahly her Lunl SiiiFnlk, wIkish> eoinhict tij- 

\rAftIs lior anil her taoM koj>t lirr in contirmal agitiitimi* (iay 
^vlx^^ isniplnyerl on the part nf Lady Suffulk iu these doinostir 
ili:^cussionfi* 
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I tliercf'ore ouglit to rest discontented wftli my¬ 
self, that 1 cm in no way send you any thing 
of worthp Ihit Mi\ Gay says it is not enough 
to think of one's fi'iciuls^ hut that one ought to 
give tlicm a testimony, tliough it be of never so 
little valuCj atid tlie cost consequently g3"eat to 
the person oJie lias any regard loFr If you think 
as he does, you will forgive the pains I j)ut you 
to in reading itothmg; if 3'ou arc of my mind, 
it will Hatter me extremely, tliough in a tiling 
to m3'' own prejudice. 

lhay tell Mrs, Herbert that I have answered 
her letter, and directed it to the Lodge at Kich- 
luond. W’heu the has in reality no one thing 
oil earth to employ her, I sliall be glad to know 
if she has hatl mine* I am mighty glad, Ido 
assuiv j"Ou, to hear so good an account of your 
lieaith: as for mine, you wrong me by thinking 
f take no care ; it is only from not knowing my 
constitution, for it is an od<l one, and therefore 
I am obliged to lake an otld ^method to preserve 
it; wliich if I had not done, I had long since 
been at rest, and you now would not have fiad 
the irnith^ss trouble of opening a letter oidy to 
find written in ill characters (tlie best character 
1 can possibly'' give of mj^self), that"! am most 
sincerely yours. 




as ?an' livxal fui'ty-&ix 


stairs atWr ihe iluOi nf this li^tfcr. 
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THE DUCHESS f)F QUEENSUEUitY TO MUS. 


ll(>VVAJtI>. 


Nuv. 17, 17 ;kj* 

MY MJIS. rrowARi>, 

I DO nol know wl lot her you wilt 
believe iDCj but upon iny word it Ls v^cry true, 
that I am vastly concenuai to hear by all hands 
tliat you are not well, liy ali aeeoiuits, yoiE 
have lakon so tuiicli pains tc> dosei'vc tlic re¬ 
verse, that your want of* liealtfi must needs be 
a greater disappointment, botli to y<jiuself' and 
me, tlianiteouhl have been ollicrwise, '^i'liou^h 
I have not written, it was not that I wislied you 
less well, neither coukl any llnuj^ have hindered 
iny irnphry hut some miheailliy reasons of'my 
own. It would make you sick and me too, fo 
be^in to complain of what will never meiKl, 
else I coukl tell y'ou that I am really ill, and 
tliat my spirits are not tlie worst of my illness- 
For some days I expectetl a /bvci', but in that 
was disap]>ointed* I have Inst my rav^eiious 
a})petito, and i^ot a strange uneasiness in all my 
bones ^ HJul sometimes I fancy 1 shall die,butlJ)at 
1 have no life to lose. I have received many kind 
reproaclios from you that I take no care of my¬ 
self, hut I do not deserve them, ff taking all 
the drugs a dot^tor ortlers, be lining as one ought, 

[ shall he coritented to Ibllow any rules tiuit 
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will cri;ible me to keep my complaints to myself; 
for tliat J have been used to, and better than 
tlnitj in the way of life, 1 do not wislu It would 
really be convenient, for the sake of my friends, 
if iiiy reasonable wish could be obtained ; for 
Mr, Cray is such a Dotterel, tliat he constantly 
ciitclies every complaint I havejand I am enongli 
his mimic to about as much as I can; brit I 
<la not think I look so welt as he docs, I have 
one here with me whom I like, and I think she 
loves me (it is Lady ^Harold), So well I like 
her, that I had ratlicr have lier flltin not; anti 
that is saying a great deal, considering that I 
am s<i constant in iny way of thinking ihat it is 
best tor me to live by myself; and wlmt endears 
me to Iier is, that slic finds out when I like my 
own company, inul at those times she likes her 
own, Slie has, I tliink, a mighty good heart, 
and a very good uiulerstanding. I believe she 
is flic hiip]>iest person in the world ; and what is 


' Mary T’lifUiJJ, uf TJumiitSj sixtJi Ear? of TFiiirict, 

iniirrii^il in ITIH to AntfuHiy, f>f Hurokf iJmI in 

ir.'.S. Liidy jintwitlintniiaiJii^ tlu" pane* 

^yi'k: tm r.»Fnten(Oil state of mind, w as indiired in a few 
years afWi'to iLKyeoiiie tUe third wife (if John, first Earl (InM er, 
aii<] wJie was ty liim the intdlier of the late Adinirnt 
iiiid tliree (it.jjer ciiilflreu, wlio HKe it woidi? 

seeiiJ, it rref]uejit \ Isiter at Aiiicsbnry > for Oay talks of her in 
I7;rj, ;ls cine nf the few |K!i^ons wlic> will jdiiy hiu'k^'aiiuiinn 
Hitji liini. 
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more oxtnioriljiuvry, tilic thinks hersell'so* Siie 
]nis ^reat soirils, iiud eon.ntant ones, and yet not 
in tlio least overooming to those who have not 
so i^rent a slnire* Wc never pump for tltscoiirsc^ 
and wlieii wc talk she generally says what I had 
ratlier fiear than nut: in short, the only vise I 
h:n"e of ciniipJaisance is hy going a hor.sehack, 
and that is ]H'ofilable, thongli not in the least 
degree pleasant to me* [ hear Mrs* Herbert is 
at Highclere ; I am sttrry.lur your sake : and as 
for mine, I Itave Jio 1 topes in the w^orld that her 
Ittnng wttiiin*twt"Tify niifes of me c.att Ije of any 
satisfaction j especially as the winter is coming 
on* 

I am frig!itenetl at the lenglli of my letter, 
my dear Mrs* (toward* Yon had need be well 
indeed, and !ikt.‘wise welJ-inelined to me, 1f> be 
cillier aide or willing to read to the end, where 
I do most faithfully assure yon that I am very 
sincerely yours, 

P* S* iVlr* Cjuv desired whenever I write to 
Mrs. Howard tt> say every tiling lliat is obliging; 
in sliort, to say what he thinks—-Diit hy tfie go<nl 
he does say of you, I can jmlge lus thoughts 
are f)y much too voluminous for me to tran- 
scribc- 

My conijiliments, if tiicy or I am thought ofi 
to, &c. See* 
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DEAN SWIFT TO MRS. IIOWAUD. 


Dublin, Nov. 21, 1730* 

MADA&r, 

I DO not now pity tlic ’ leisure you 
have to read a letter from mcj and this letter 
shall he a history. 

First, tlierelbre, I call you to witness tliat 
I did not attend on the queen till 1 liad re¬ 
ceived lier own repealed iiiessages, which, 
of course, occasioned my lieing introduced 
to you, I never asked ujiy thing till, u])on 
leaving Knglaiul the lirst time, I desired from 
you u present worth a guinea, and from her 
majesty one worth ten pounds, by way of a 
inenioriaK Yours I received-, and the queen, 
upon taking my leave of bci^ niatle an excuse 


' Ini m'olJiTUul (srt* p, 33^) tb-it jit foMst ;is (jar/y 

\72H Mrs. I bnvanrs situiifunj itt rnurt Mas lirrunK* 

ami that ^^Jc and won pi-uimHcd rotiroiumt. 

'tu tliis Lad)" HorvuVi in Uic Irttor rfli-Tml Injallados; but tu 
tlio wiirld in gi'noral tt was a prurnuiid sacn;t ^ and tfjrrL'fart! 
SwifY/s ofpu^ratulationa upon tlio fv/Aure and ipn'ct of her wnu 
akn/tfiojft s*viri at tills (bde: unar^viutitaldo; and tlie rorqitinji 
nf 251 udi cimj^Tatiilatioiis nnint liave Won vriy rudiarraaisjn"' t(i 
Mrs. [Iinuinl. TIu" doau in idt^ntly bad hranl nl'tliose /Mvff rrr^- 
mcfts, and evroiicon&Iy bolmvctl Uiat Mrs, Hnivard bad at;tu:tll)f 
left the nmrt. 

^ TJio ring befuro-nKnitiurn^b p- 2d9- 
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tliut alie had intended a meilal ’^for me^ winch 
not being ready, she would send it me the 
Christmas following: yet this was never done, 
nor at all remembeied when I went back to 
I 5 ngland the next year, and attended her, as I 
bad done before. I must now' tell yon* madam, 
tliat I will receive no medal from liej' majesty, 
nor any thing less tiian Iier picture at half 
length, drawn by Jervas; ami if he takes it 
from another original, tfje queen shall sit at 
least twice for liiiu to touch d up. 1 desire you 
will let her majesty know tliis in jdaiii words, 
altiiough I liavo lieard tliat I am under }ier dis¬ 
pleasure^ lJut this Ls a usual thing with pj'inccs, 
as well as ministers, Mpo*): every false repre- 


^ Ht; alluilt'S to Litis In tlio mi liis (iwii ao:iUi : 

Frojii poitii TjijitUm 

*TIa toll! at rc-nrt, ** tlir ih 

Aiut fj.'nly Surt'olk In the spleen 
Runs up fn tell tlie (piecu. 

The fjuocii, tuiUL ami ,!;j;iuuh 

fries, Is he ^mie? 'lis time lie shnulib 
He dead, vuit sav—Lheu It^t hiui jvit : 

*5 i. ■ 

I hn ^latl the iiwdali^ were furffiit- 
I |irf>misi'd him, I (ui-ii j but when ? 

I only w;is the pritu,es.s then ; 

Rut wtw the eonstii’t nf a kin^Ti 
, Ymi know Vis {[uite another iliiii;^ " 

K« inodid strudi. c:ould have ensured (Jueon (airolino last- 
tiij^ (though it iTii^lit have conferred a more Hatterin^) raiiiej 
ftp this medal **Jbrgi^L'' 
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sen tat ion ; and so I took occasion to tc)l the 
rjuec'i^ upon the Niiiarrcl Mr. Walpole hud witli 
our friend Gay, tiic first time I ever had the 
liononr to attend her. 

Against 7/0u I have but one reproach^ that 
when 1 was last in Kngland, and just after the 
present king’s accession, I resolved to pass that 
Slimmer in France, for wliich I had tlien a most 
lucky op))ortunity, from whicii lliose who seemed 
to lo\^e me well dissuadcil me hy your advice* 
And when I sent you a note, conjuring you to 
lay aside the character ot* a courtier and a fa¬ 
vourite upon tluit occasion, your answer posi¬ 
tively directed me nut to go in tliat jLincturc j 
and you said tlie sanu' thing to my friends who 
seemed to have power of giving me hints ^ that 
I might reasonably expect a settlement in Eiig- 
htud, which, God knows» was no very great am¬ 
bition, considering Uie station I should leave 
here, of greater dignity, and whicli might easily 
have I)Ceii managed to i>e disposed of as the 
crown pleased. It these hints came from yon, 

1 afhrmed yon thus acletl too much like a 
courlier. iJtit I forgive yon, and esteem yon 
as much as ever. You Itad your reasons, which 


^ "I’lio of tliis r|ii;iri'<^] ai'i* 

Oiir nt Uji-we ivafi Ilfr? ts prewarm!; 

aiicl if ivit^iiily licit, fii'nff'ss to J^y aclvk'i? of JVFrs. 

I loiviinl^ kiU urjTi'Si sui li naturai tf>f>ic^i olVNjH’rtiition frcini u 
nru' ;iiiy fnVjnl woufd iiiUnrEi^ly Havp 10^11 
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1 shall not inf|uire to ; because I always bcUcvctl 
you had some virtues, besides all tlic accom¬ 
plish inent of rniiid and person that can adorn a 
lady- 

I am angry with the queen for sacrificing 
my friend Gay*^ to the mistaken piques of Sir 
Robert Walpole, about a libel written against 
him, although lie were cotivinced at the same 
time of Mr- Gay's innocence, and aitliougli, as 
T said bclbre, I told her niiijcsty the whole story^ 
Mr- Gay deserved I)etter treatinent amongst 
you upon all accounts, and particiriarly fur his 
excellent niireg*artled fables, dedicated to Prince 
Williiini, whicli I Iiope Ins royal highness will 
often read for hU iiistruction- 

I wish her majesty \voi[ld a little remember 
what I largely said to her about Ireland, when 
before a witness she gave me leave, and com¬ 
manded me to fell here, what slie spoke to nie 
upon that subject, and ordered me, if I lived to 
sec her in her present statiem, to send her .our 
grievances, promising to read my letter, and do 
all good offices in her power for this most 
inisorahlc and most loyal kingdom, now at the 
brink of ruin, and fiever so near as iiow. 

As to myself, I repeat again, that 1 never 
asked any thing more than a tride, as a me- 
moriiil of some distinctior^ w^hicii her majesty 
graciously seemed to make between uie and 


reinli:r rtforrotU tliis tu Til. 
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every common clergyman. But that trifle was 
forgot, according to the mctliod of princes, 

although I was taught to think myself upon a 
foot of pretending to some little exception- 
As to yourself, madam, I most heartily con¬ 
gratulate with yon, for being delivered from 
the toil, the envy, the slavery, and vexation of 
a favourite, wliere you could not always answer 
the good intentions that I hope you bad. You 
will now be less teased with solicitations, one of 
the gi'eatcst evils in life- You possess an easy 
employment, with quiet of mind, although it 
be by no means equal to your merit; and if it 
shall please CJod to establish }MJur health, I be¬ 
lieve and hope you arc too wise to liope for 
more, Mr- Pope hatli been always an advocate 
for your sincerity ; and even in the character I 
gave of yourself^ allowed you as mucfi of that 
virtue as could be expected in a lady, a ctuirtier, 
and a favourite. Yet I confess F never heartily 
pledged your health as a toast upon anv other 
regards than beauty, wit, good sense, and au 
unblemished ^cluiracter- For as to IVtendship, 
truth, sincerity, and otlier trifles of t!iat kind, ! 
never concerned niyself abord them, because 1 
know them to be only parts of the lower ntoraJs 


^ IF t.ru<!j tliciii tlic futuro of 

Iicr to ^^e a courrit;!' are ruanik*ftt/y tinju^t, 

n u 


VOJ., i- 



which are always useless at court lam content 
t!:at you should tell the queen what I have said 
of her, and in niy own words, if you ])lease, I 
could Iiave been a better prophet in the cha¬ 
racter I gave you of yourself, if it had been 
good Iffianncrs in the Iieight of your credit to 
put you in mind of its mortality; for you arc 
not the first by at least three” ladies whom 1 
have known to undertro the same turn of lor- 
tune. It is allowed that ladies arc often very 
good scaffoldings; and I need not tcl! you tiic 
use that scaftbldijjgs are put to by all builders, 
as well jjolitioal as mechanicaU 

I should have begun tins letter by telling you 
that I was encouraged to Avritc by iny best 
friend^, and one of your great admirers, who 
told me, that from something which had passed 
between you, he tliouglit you would not receive 
it ill* After all, I know no [jcrson oi'your sex 
for whom I have so great an esteem as I ilo and 
believe shall always continue to bear for you,^— 
I mean private person, for I must except the 
queen ; and it is not an exception of form, be¬ 
cause I have really a groat veneration for iier 
great qualities, although I have reason to cotn*^ 


* Prob^bJy LaUy Orkney, tfn^ fannuitc William, 

and tlic Duchess uf MorJl»oruni'll and Ljuly the 

vouritesi of Qm?cu Anne* 

® no dnuht. 
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plain of hei“ conduct to me, whicli I could ^oot 
excuse, altl*OLif»!i a lie liad fifty kingdoms to go¬ 
vern, I liave but loojii to conclude with iny 
sincere prafessions of being witli true respect, 

JoNATH, Swift* 

If you were a lord orcouimouer, I would have 
sent you this in an envelope \ 


i^tJCHESs or queknsherrv and mil gay to 

MRS. IIOVVAIUL 


Dtf4\ J / , 730.] 

MY OEAi: MRS, HO\VAUl>, 

Y"ou cannot imagine in ivliat cine time 
3 ’'our letter came; tor 1 hud given you up, and 
with great pains had very near brought our friend 
Mr* Gay to own that noliody cared for iis, and 
a lew more thoughts wfiicli shall lunv be name¬ 
less^ 1 am siticei'cly sorry that ) uu have been 
il), and very, very glad that yon are better, and 
tlnrikoflifc; for I know none whom one could 
more wisb to have live than yoiirseHl I do not 


■ AllUiUl^'li tin? fn nut sklys nT 

wns TuMrit :inH JrttKr trt 

tliu iloun, on .=pnHid tlinip^^lU? tW 

pHlwr ujis iSi» tfiin) jitU it intc^ an onvi'lopr. 


n li *2 
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in the least apj>rovc of your changing your way 
of tliinking of me, Ibr ! was convinced it was 
a good oiiCj and w^Jieo such ojjinions cljungc* it 
is soldoin for the better; if it could on my ac¬ 
count, I declare you would be in the wrong, for 
to my knowicLige I imjirovc iu no one thing : 
the best thing 1 can suydbr myself is, that I feel 
no alteration iJi the regard ami inclinatjon Ihave 
to you- 1 have no comprehension wliat I said 
in my letter; t>ut at that time iny body was 
distempered, ami ^'cry likely uiy mind also, 

Yours at all times- 

I know iiotlnng of coming to town; I only 
know that when I do I shall not be stn'ry to see 
you ; and tins is knowing a great deal ; for I 
shall not 1)0 glad to come, and .shall only come 
if it be unavoiiiable : this is !)lnnt truth* I own 
it would look less like indiftercncc ifd had written 
some civil lie* 

C* Q, 


KviutY tiling that is above written is so 
plain and clear, that it needs no comment; tlie 
writer I know to be so strictly addicted to trutli, 
that 1 believe evcjy word of it; if it is not written 
in the lash ion able exprcssioii, [ conclude you 
will impute it to, her manner. Slie was really 
concerned very much, that, after she knew you 
were ill, we were bo long before we could get a 
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Jctfcr from you : let her contradict this if she 
can. You tell her you arc ridinif for your life ; 
I fancy she would do it too for though 

she will not for her own, I believe she will not 
like that I should say any thing more about her 5 
so that r shall leave you to your own thoughts 
about what .she hatli s<ii<l licrsolf; for I find she 
does not nutch care to Ijc talked to^ and as little 
likes to he taiki^d of: if sfie writes truttij 1 hope 
she will allow me tlic lib city to do tlie same, 
I find it a very hard thing to write U])on this 
"sheet of pa))er j for I fancy slie [inlli wjitten on 
piirj>ost: to puzzle me as well as you. I have 
sometimes a great mimi to aiisw-er the above 
letter, but I know slie will do wliat she Avill; 
and as little us she likes hLUself, she likes her 
own adAuce better than any botly’s else, and 
that is a reason^ in tny ojduion, that should 
with her to take more care of iierself. 
1 just beibro said 1 would ,say no more nj)on this 
subject; but il' I do not lay down tlie pen, I find 
I cannot hcifi it* f have no desire to come to 
town :itall; for if I were there 1 can not see you; 
so that unless she turns me away, I am fixed for 
life at Aincsbury 1 so that, as to every thing that 
relates to me, I refer you to her lettei s, 

J. G. 

^ 'I’llIS, iii;iiiy fif tlio Joint li'lii-is ittf'ijy :aj<l liio Dudicss, 

i-i 'hnittt;ii in a vrrv filing! 
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Wai. PL'LTKNEY, ESQ. TO THE HQN. GEORGE 

BERKELEY. 

[V. ;J 00 .] 

■P 

[J7300 

DEAR GEORGfc:, 

I AM truly obliged to you for yonr kind * 
concern tor me; atu! I da assure you I would 
do HS you would have me if there w'as the least 
occasion for it^ wliicli at present 1 can certainly 
judge of with safety; because now I am cold 
I should find some soreness or stiffness about 
mcj but ^ 

I send you inclosed the “ inscription, w'hich I 
beg my 'Mord would return to me to-morrow, 
amended in the manner he would have it, anti 
also the ^icts of pai-!iamenl, which I propose to 
cai'ry with me to Bloiihoiin* When I am there 
1 will write,my lord word wiiat the duclicss {<if 


^ ft wonH that Mr. PiilteJitw had had a fall, an to 

the ccnaeciiUMK-ev of which Mr, Berkeley Jin.d expressed some 
coiicciiu 

Thifj L's doiihtk‘8s the rclohrated inscription on the eolunui 
of nicnhoim, hitlierUi suppiscd to hare Wen written by l,iord 
Bolin^brokt% blit whirJi it u^mldsmii was vritton by Pultenvy, 
and only amended (if oven ho imich) by Holingbrokii. 

^ No doubt Lord llolingbroke* 

^ The acts of parliament conferring Blenheim on the houftc 
of Marlborough, which are engraved on the same pedestal wkFi 
the iuscriptton. 
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Mm'lbo^'ough) says to !us proposal of a Latin 
inscription for tlie bnsto. 

Mrs. PuUcMcy anti I propose tlinin;^ at Cnin- 
ford * to-n(orro\v, imd if Lord Lolingbroke is not 

tlierc, I will wait on Idm at Daw lev. 

" ■■ 






Yours, &o. 


W. l\ 


MISS VANK TO MKS. HOWARD, 


IM is* Vano, one tlie loiiirls of lioirour to tbe qiiccn, was 
sisUT *if tUw lirst Lonl Darijjij|ftoiij aud mistress ef Frederick 
Prii iceof Wale^, by ulnun mIiu Jnida son, publicly dimtened 
in I Pi/z^Fn'fierirk Vano. Slic lay-in witb little 
mystery in St* JamtVts Fiilacc, and yet it wat* doubted 
whether tlic jirinec was really the parent. Lnord Herv*y 
was susi>ectcd of being a still .more favoured lover; and 
Horace W^alptJe says, tliat tlio prince. Lord Hervey^ and 
the first Lord llarriJigtmi, tach coufided to Kir Jflf>bert 
Walpole that ftf was the father of the child. It died in 
and its unhappy motJicr in a few mouths after. If 
this affair were not so notorious as to be found in all the 
publicatirm^of the day. Miss Vane's complaints of the calum¬ 
nies with wliieli she was so ut^astlt/ assailed would have 
liecii sujiprcssctL] 


[Bath], Oct. 5, 


DJiAll MADAM* 

1 MUST once more impertinently trouble 
you with a letter ; for since my hist to you, my 


Probafdy at Lttrd Rt^rladey's wat near IrrHidord, 
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Lord Vane ’ lias sent another express for me, 
which occasions my sciuliiip^ my own servant, 
on purpose to know her majesty’s coinniaiuls* 
Upon my first-coniiaig I spit hlood, all which 
time Doctor^ liave was of opinion these waters 
would be very improper for hut with some- 
medicines of his prescribing, I thank God 4l>at 
disorder is stopped, and I begin to recover my 
stomacit- What I am apprehensive of is, that 
unless yon, dear matlam, are so kind to acquaint 
her majesty with tins, that she will wonder at 
niy not leaving Hath the moment my lord siMit 
me her commands, wliich for the sake of my 
health, that greatly depends on these ’waters, I 
would not do till I know her majesty’s pleasure 
from you, not doubting but 1 shall liave her 
iTinjesty’s peniiission, wlicn you are so good as 
to inform her of the necessity I am under of pur* 
filing the method Doctor Have lias put mo into, 
till the latter end of this month, or the begin¬ 
ning of the next, at wliicli lime 1 proposed going 
to town with Lady Betty Nightingale, w'ho has 
been so kind to make me the offer of accompany¬ 
ing her thither: however, if I find by yours that 
her majesty is determined that I siiouid leave 
Batli, I will iiiimediately set out, hut cannot 


* Her brothcTj ^vliO was iitit vet ciojittul T*'arl Darliii^ton. 
^ Hr* Chstrb'M lisii't?, a jihysft'iiui ril'lUv nt 

Path: lie aied;, uaicfj repotted, ii^ ]7^n. 
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propose .S 3 [oiiif; faster than twenty miles a day, 
for 1 am vet in too bad a state of health to un*- 

ii* 

dertake any the least fatigue; I must there*- 
fore beg the favour of you, madam, to prevent 
tho coach coining to iVIaidenhead, because my 
journey entirely depends upon your answer and 
iny strength to travel. 

I suppose, madam, you are not ignorant of the 
aspersions J labour under; for I am informed 
that it is whispered about tbe court that I am 
with child. I confess the knowledge of this 
piece oi'malice has done inliiiite mischief with 
regard to my health, but none, I hope, to my 
rcjnitation, because thousands daily see the con¬ 
trary; for this story, how groundless soever, has 
forced me frequently into public, when going 
tliitlier suited neither witli my health nor in¬ 
clinations. 

The pcr.soiis with whom I appear, and wholly 
spend my time, arc Lady * Betty Nightingale 
and Lady * Hewett (to whom I have the honour 
of being nearly I'elatcd), and their characters 


^ socimil diuightcr ctf tbe second Earl Ferrari, 

nuirriod in 1723 to Clutrles Ni^htiugale, died In 

17'5l j and her iticjuncy is poi'petuiited by tlie aflertod yet 
striking inuiiumeiit in Westmiiiiitor Alibey* 

iVobaldy Eleanor, dangliter of fitr Joint Osborne, ami 
second wife of Sir Joliti IJtMeett of Hesidly Hall, 
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being both unquestionably good, I flatter myself 
that in ])oint of l)eliaviour I have not crretl, I 
wisli I could say as mticli rii excuse of myself 
with regard to the troiil)le I liave given you; 
but since that is not possible, I must rely en¬ 
tirely upon your goodness to pardon 

Yours, SiC. 

Annk iVank. 


l.AUY HEliVEV TO MltS. nOWAUlX 


[F. IKl.] 


Jt'kwwlh, June J7«3i- 

You denr Afrs, Ilowiintj how ready 
I am to make tise of the liberty you gave lue, 
which I fear ratfior tlio eflbct of your com¬ 
plaisance tiian yotir iucfiuatioiK I wish I coultl 
flatter myself that tlm latter had a greater share 
in it, that there might not be so great a draw¬ 
back on the pleasure I aui now taking, as tliat 
of fearing it will !>c tronblcsome to you: the 
only way to clear up tliis affair is to assure me 
very soon, tlrat I may employ uiy tunc agreeably 
whiiont tlie aj^prcliciision of tuking up yours 
impcrliuently* 
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How do all tilings go on at Hampton Court? 
Is there nutliing new?—does ‘ Selkirk ** ?—does 
Lady Bristol cry ?—arc the maids still uninai ried, 
and the Su^isJi agreeable? Sure there wants 

some change to diversify and enliven the scene, 
which, whenever it happens, I beg you will 
inform me of, I hear Dr. Arbiithnot is gone 
to Tunbridge : I wish he may not fill his belly 
more than liis pocket by this journej'; I am 
sure he will do so if John Dories and quadrille 
players arc plenty tins season, I hope all the 
kings, queens, heroes, heroines, shepherds, shep- 
iKTilesses, &e. of your aci[iiaintancc, arc well. 

I am mightily taken up with a '^book of let¬ 
ters, in wliich are many secret negotiations in 
the times of Queen Klizabeth, King James, and 


■ CluirloK Hiiiiiilhin, siirinvtJigsoti dt Williuin 

Kari of Sc^lkirk> \vh(t fm ]it!% with the Hudiess of 

Haiiiilttiii wsts croatcil Duke of tiaiiiilton his own lifof 
and on tlim ref^i^riation of ]ii!$ ori^riial titfe, 

t'liaiies was created Eaid Selkirk. He bad been a lonl 
nf tfie bedchanil>pr tt> Kiri^ William and (5el^^ge L, and was 
ijoir to H. He died in March, 1 on tbf same day 

that tbe kite Duke of York wa* btiiii Ladv lleftford in her 
Letters to Laify Ikuiifrot. notioi'S the dirvt]J]ioinfiiicDt of i^everal 
at [jtinl Selkirk's having left ii<» wiU. 

” Mrs. Houanh \>* tH. 

'* The Cabala. J/*idy Hervey ull her life a reader. 
Her If‘tters are full oferif ieisnis on new jiuldientioTis, gt'nerally 
W'TV ‘sensible and just- aiiiiaijic woinuii little tlimight 

that her nwn letter,'! vrnre likely mie day toaninsc t/ic w^orld. 
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King Charles the First. It lets one into several 
little anecdotes of those times, which are very 
curious. I hope you had your book safe wliich 
I sent by Lord Hcrvey- 

JVIy dear Mrs. Howard, pray present my duty 
to who were once, and whom I always consider 
as my master and jn(stress. I wisli you much 
health and pleasure, and some idle time, at 
Hampton Court; but whatever you have or 
have not, depend upon it you will always find 
in me a most sincere humble servant. 

M. ir. 


p 
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